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Good  Uioka,  good  lonnners,  good  spirit*.  Mid 
■  fcood  temper,  powerfully  seconded  by  the 
pro«pect  of  a  baronetcy  with  fifteen  thou- 
Mtid  «-year,  and  the  actual  command  of  a 
troop  in  the  — t)i  Lancers,  had  made  llarry 
C«lvcrl«y,  aliix-and-twcnty,  one  of  the  most 
popular  indivldualii  tn  the  lounging,  dining, 
dancing,  and  flirting  world  of  l^twlon.  Cba- 
peroni  hailed  liiin  ai  ao  eligible;  young  U- 
dtc«  biuabMl  thoir  approru)  of  liim,  ii«  a 
eapalier  f  elderly  gentlemen  esteemed  bim  a* 
a  man  of  sense,  and  a  good   listener  (often 
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convertible  terms);  young  dandies  voted  bim 
a  capital  dresser,  and  a  first-rate  judge  of 
borseflesfa  i  wbile  all  agreed  in  pronouncing 
bim  a  most  unaffected  and  unexceptionable 
specimen  of  the  genus  homo,  and  the  spe- 
cies iancer. 

In  what  proportion  the  personal  qualities 
of  our  bero  ctHnbined  with  the  orcumstancea 
of  bis  social  position,  to  produce  these  golden 
opinions,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  world  was  tolerably 
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was  an  estate  of  about  eight  hundred  a-year, 
inherited  from  hJa  mother,  and  strklly  en- 
tailed on  hU  son. 

Misfortunett  never  come  alone ;  and  the  Eamo 
niimher  of  the  Morning  Pout  which  annuuiiced 
the  death  of  Henry  Grey  Cukertey,  Kwi-, 
M.P.,  at  hiH  house  in  Uruton  Street,  u^h• 
ered  in  the  birth  of  a  son  and  heir  to  Sir 
Hugh    Calverley,   Bart.,    of   Calverlcy   Hall, 

in   the  county  of  — ;  the  taid  son  and 

heir  making  hin  appearance,  somewhat  un> 
accountably,  in  the  Bneenth  year  of  the 
inarringc  of  the  said  Sir  llngh  witli  the  Lndy 
Mary  \\'clborc  O'Kcilly ! 

The  above-mentioned  Kimuhaneoiiii  occur-' 
rences,  so  fatal  to  (he  proi>])ecls  of  poor 
Marry,  operated  on  his  actual  position  like 
the  chillies  of  midnight  on  the  toilette  and 
equipage  of  Cinderulla.  (><)'  rolled  the  cab- 
riolet to  Buriiond'*;  uli' walked  the  huT«;s  to 
Taltersall's;  groom  and  valet  were  dtsinis^ed  ; 
the  chamben  in  Albany  vacated ;  and,  noi 
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the  least  mortifying  consequence  of  this  eyt- 
um  o(  retreoclimcDt,  tlie  Gazette  put  (onh 
to  the  wor1<l  the  fullowing  aDnounccment : — 

"  — th  Regt.  of  Light  Dr.  Capt.  Simon 
de  Montfort  Perkins,  rrom  h.p.  lOUt  foot, 
lo  be  Cuptain  rice  Calverley,  who  i^xchmgCF, 
nc.  dij-." 

To  one  not  particularly  converwint  with 
the  titeory  of  oplicii,  it  is  quite  unaccount- 
able what  an  cSect  the  fluctuation  of  a  man's 
financial  crvdit  proituccs  on  the  visual  orgiin« 
uf  hia  fricmlft.  It  would  attm  that  the  po»- 
•efriofl  of  B  certain  number  of  acre*,  or  a 
certain  amount  of  bank  stock,  gei»erall>'  rari- 
fiei  the  air  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pro- 
prietor, ao  as  to  exhibit  his  outline  and  fea- 
tures in  clear  and  strong  rclii-f;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  abaencc  of  thcsi*,  or 
counterbalancing  advunlngtrv,  In  nn  indivi- 
dual, seldom  failii  to  create  a  density  v(  «t- 
inoapberc  around  him,  nearly  imiwrritius  to 
the  deticate  i-yesight  of  the  fsBhionablc  world. 
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or  tilia  lingular  plienouvoDon  our  hero's 
r«-a|>pearance  in  town,  ti(Ur  the  evcnU  nliich 
liiid  BO  efiectually  clouded  his  worldly  pros- 
pects, afforded  more  than  one  Ulustratton. 
it  WIS  surprising  liow  many  prudent  maoi' 
mas  atid  eslabliahinent-buDtiug  daughters,  mm 
they  drove  down  Rcfjcnt  Street,  or  cantered 
through  the  parks,  were  suddenly  seiied,  on 
his  approach,  with  every  symptom  of  con- 
firmed ophthalmia;  while  sundry  of  his  male 
acquaintances,  whose  footing  in  society  was 
so  precarious  as  to  be  only  maintained  by 
clinE;iiig  to  those  who  were  more  firmly  csta- 
blislied  than  themselves,  seemed  to  be  af- 
fected by  a  sort  of  intermitting  short-sight* 
edness,  the  attacks  of  which  were  generally 
most  serere  in  the  vicinity  of  White's  and 
Crock  ford's. 

But  Harry  had  lived  too  long  in  the  world 
to  be  much  discomposed  by  such  palpable 
evidenoea  of  the  change  in  his  position. 
He  was  something  of  a  philosoplicr,  and  bore 
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the  circuinstaiicet,  it  waa  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  Harry  stiould  be  much  im- 
pressed by  the  one,  and,  to  hii  credit  be 
it  spoken,  he  vru  ns  little  influenced  by 
the  other.  Whatever  might  be  the  defl- 
•  Ciencies  of  iwral  training  in  his  education, 
our  hero  had  grown  up  an  honest-hearted 
and  rijjht-minded  fcllon- ;  and  hiving  passed 
through  the  liery  furnace  of  a  public  school 
into  (he  lions'  den  of  a  regiment  of  Lan-  j 
cers,  without  being  much  singed  or  scrntebed  ' 
in  the  process,  he  might  be  safely  reporit-d 
as  Kaionvd,  and,  unlike  Mr.  Alathews'ii  ner- 
vous gentleman,  quite  "  fit  to  be  trusted 
alone." 

In  addition  (o  llarry,  the  family  of  Mr. 
Cidverlcy  consistiil,  at  the  time  of  his  death) 
of  his  wife,  two  daughters,  litt«-ly  "  come 
out,"  and  a  younger  eon,  who  lind  been,  for 
the  eighteen  months  previous,  attached  to 
the  Britisli  Embassy  at  Paris — mettanl  honmo 
et  joytute  vif, — and,  on  an  average,  exceed- 
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uncomforlnblc  virtue,  of  wliicli  llicy  lui<i  mtt 
llic  slightett    cotureptioitt    even   tn   theory-—   . 
I'conomy ! 

On  the  port  of  our  hero,  there  was  do- 
thing  left  luuitonv  which  could  soften  thr 
reverse,  or  ulIeviAte  tlie  privutioiis  of  hit 
mother  and  sUteni.  The  appru)>rution  of 
four-fiftha  of  hi»  income  wait  bnrel}-  sufGcieat 
for  their  support,  even  on  the  reduced  sckle 
of  expenditure  which  circuiuslances  had  tett- 
dercd  nccesMr; ;  but  though  duly  and  aflec- 
tion  ahke  cotuinanded  t])e  Nttcrifice  of  hia  per- 
sonal views  and  pros{»ectH,  he  certaiidy  de- 
nerved  tonte  credit  for  the  chc-i^rfuhtess  with* 
vhich  that  escrificv  was  made,  and  for  tin-  • 
absolute  disregard  of  his  onn  inti-resu  which 
he  exhibited  in  every  proCcL-ding  connttclcd 
with  these  family  arrangements. 

Having  seen  the  ladies  comfortably  catab- 
lUhed  in  their  new  domicile,  and  despatched 
Ilia  brother  Si>encer  back  to  hia  duties  at 
Paria,    witli    a    suitable    admonition    on    the 
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CHAPTER  II. 


From  what  has  been  stated  concerning 
hrro's  personal  popularity,  and  the  Atatioii 
formerly  occupied  by  his  family  in  Londoi 
Rociety,  it  might  be  auppoeed  that  be  was' 
at  no  losa  for  powerful  friends  to  recom- 
mend his  claims  in  official  quarters.  But  io 
point  of  fuct,  his  immediate  conitcxions  were 
hw,  and  of  those  few,  the  most  influential 
were  little  disposed  to  exert  themselves 
hi*  favour. 

lib  uncle.  Sir  Hugh,  had  been  for  many 
years    at    variance  with  the   junior    branch 
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would  bfi  to  cut  ber  aJtogeilier;  and  sedu- 
lously WAtclifrd  her  opportunity  to  carry  tbta 
purpoae  iiito  effect. 

The  rcsolutioa  once  formed,  the  pretext 
was  not  likely  to  be  long  wmiting;  iintt  Mra.^ 
Cnlverlcy's  own  folly  aiid  presumption  ablj 
seconded  the  wishes  of  ber  noble  reUtire  in 
that  particular.  It  was  reported  to  Lad| 
Mary,  by  a  discreet  friend  of  both  pariiel 
that  Mrs.  Calverley  lind  been  overheard  to 
•ay,  in  answer  to  nn  en<iuiry  from  some  con 
mon  acquaintance,  whetlier  she  proposetl  lo 
attend  Lady  Mary's  select  coHtertaxiane  on 
such  an  evening, — "  WTiy,  yes;  I  supj 
I  must, — though  it  is  a  great  bore,^-one  v' 
sure  to  meet  that  horrid  brother  of  hcr'i. 
Lord   ICnnUoorthy,    and   all    torta    of   Irish  ^ 

qUUECB." 

This  was  decisive;  ihe  insult  to  ber  ))uu>e 
and  her  country  was  not  to  be  overlooked; 
more  especially  as  it  proceeded  from  a  per- 
son who  was,  ill  tbc  exprcssivi;  jargon  of  the 
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faUoDiUe  vofU)  itobodtf, —  being,    in    fact, 
if  nve  ri^J  infoTmed ,  tlie  only  dsug^hter 
af  llir  Ute  Ctptatn  Jeremuh  8tmtM>x ,    of  the 
Banhi^  Eo^BDcm,   Bwoedine    the     Honour- 
nUe  EMtliv^\iC<miv*uy'*  Rceidciic  At  Bnta- 
dleberrj,  uA  tuVtequeotly  Ma»t«r-g«.'npral  of 
die  OrdnuMe  to  Va  Highness  tbc    llj^ah  of 
MorUnlail; — voA  u  Lwlif   Mat; 'a  mflueoc*: 
«ub  Sir  Hugb  wma  uf  that  dMcripUiin  which 
young  wives  generslU  excrtnse   over   elderly 
liiufauMls,  the  had  no  iliflicuUy  In  pereuiuliiif; 
bin  to  «i])ouM  ber  i^iiurTcl,  crcn  to  the  dx- 
(Ml  of  ft  dedded  mtnmgemetit  from  bis  only 
ImKber,    who,   oa  her   Imlytbip  benevolently 
obMrred,    "  ma»   nnly    a    bilf-brvthrr,    nAet 
•H" 

The  result  uf  tJii*  important  raaiily  fetul 
lo  poor  Usrry,  was  the  total  (leprivatton  of 
hie  unde'it  •upport  eukI  countenance,  at  a  timw 
when  they  might  have  be«n  matcrUly  ben«- 
fictsj,  as  Sir  flugh  wits  an  M.  I',  of  consi- 
chMsble  weight,    a  stauncb  «upfiorter  of  the 
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existing  ininiittr}-,  and  connected,  through  lii* 
ife,  with  ont  of  the  principftl  meinben  of 
the  ciibinet.  As  it  waa,  he  was  probabljr  the 
liut  person  in  the  BritiEh  dominions  to  whom 
his  nephew  would  have  thought  of  Bddre««ing 
himiieir  on  the  present  occasion. 

Somebody,  however,  inuHt  be  applipd  to; 
but  the  vclcelinn  wan  no  Terj-  eary  matter  lo 
one  who  felt  all  that  sensitive  and  hauglity 
repugnance  to  asking  favours,  which  b  one 
of  the  moEt  inconvenient  characicriatics  of  an 
independent  spirit.  Many  were  the  cour- 
tt^ous  peers  and  pompous  ofltcials  who  sag- 
gesied  themselvci  in  turn,  and  were  in  Inm 
rejected: — "  Lord  So-and-so  has  a  good  deal 
of  influence;  but  I  am  M-arcely  intimate 
enough  with  him,  to  solicit  itit  exertion  in  mjr 
ifavour; — Sir  John  is  a  good-natured  fellow, 
and  would  be  clad  to  serve  mo,  I  dnre  say; 
bill  ihen  he  has  two  sons  and  a  nephew  in 
!ie  aiiny,  and  I  can  bardly  have  (he  fare  to 
interfere  with  so  muny  family  claims; — a  word 
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bom  Mr.  —  «ou\d  do   my    business;    but, 

canlbuiid  \m  lapetdUoas   manner !     he    looks 
a  if  he  expected  every  body  to  crawl  before 
bim"— m  bbott,   although     VeTmbarroM    dm 
ciou,  was  vetj  far  from    being    Pentbarraa 
iti  ririeuei,  the  effect  was   not    very  dissi- 
milar, and  tlte  close  of  bis  deliberations  foini<l 
him  generally  at  tbe  point   from  whence  be 
bul  started. 

^^  bile  in  this  Btate  of  doubt  and  perplexity. 
he  was  one  morning  Eauntering  down  Regent 
street,  on  his  way  to  the  Junior  t.  niled  Ser- 
Mce  Chib, — netcio  quid  meditans  nugarum,  el 
Mat  iH  itlit, — nhen  lie  was  fortunate  enough 
to  encounter  an  individual,  of  whose  will  ami 
power  to  serve  him,  he  had  already  received 
coDTinmng  proof;  this  was  the  colonel  of  the 
regiment  uf  Lancers  which  lie  had  su  re* 
centiy  (juitted. 

Lieutenant-General  the  Hon,  Sir  Cornelius 
O'Suilivan,  G.C.B.,  G.C.H.,  K..C.,  K.M.T., 
K.T.:?.,  und   the   Lord  knowj  what  be^ilo. 
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wM»  u  might  be  conjoclurcd,  a  military  bero 
of  DO  inconsidfrnblc  inagnitudci  for,  as 
judge  of  the  ferocity  of  n  comet  by  lh«  length 
of  iU  tail,  *o  we  inay  iiHually  estiinalc  the 
warlike  distiiictioii  of  a  general  ofBcer,  in  pro- 
|)ortion  to  the  array  of  chivalrous  initials 
which  follow  in  the  Irniii  of  his  pAtronymic: 
and  certainly,  there  were  few  caacs  in  whi 
the  accuracy  of  that  crilerioii  might  be  mi 
safely  relied  u|)on,  tlian  in  t)i«  Inatance  of 
which  wc  are  treating.  From  the  aiege  uf 
Gibraltar  down  to  the  baule  of  \\'aterlo« 
tnclu«ively.  Sir  Cornelius  had  come  in  for  ihc 
very  best  of  what  wait  going  on  in  the  fight- 
ing way.  He  could  boast  of  having  fouifhl 
and  bled  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe;  a 
throughout  bis  active  and  brilliant  career, 
had  dietmguiabed  hinmelf  nearly  as  much  by 
Ills  wisdom  in  council,  aa  by  liia  valour  in  t 
field.  Although  be  was  a  rigid  diacipb 
arian.  the  idndneaa  of  hia  heart,  the  frankne: 
of  hie  manners,  and  the  impartiality  of  hb 
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cociduct,  had  always  endeared  him  to  the 
troopa  unilet  tie  command,  as  much  as  the 
Uriel  peifonDance  of  his  military  duties,  and 
bi)  leal  for  the  service,  recommended  him  to 
hit  superioTs  in  autliority. 

Despite  the  progrees  of  time,  the  rarages 
of  more  than  one  unhealthy  climate,  and  the 
eflects  of  sundry  gun-shot  and  sabre  wooods, 
of  irhich  he  had  received  hia  full  share, — 
bein;;  in  fact  slashed  and  scarred  in  every 
ilirei'lion,— Sir  Cornelius  presented  at  sixty- 
four,  as  fine  a  specimen  of  a  portly  old  cam- 
paigner Hi  the  records  of  the  Army  List  could 
fumi-h  forth;  and  as  he  strode  along,  with 
his  ruddy  good-humoured  countenance,  am- 
ple chest,  and  erect  military  carriage,  our 
hero  experienced  a  melancholy  feeling  of  re- 
irospective  pride,  in  acknowledging  the  "  pre- 
sent divinity  "  of  the  — th  Lancers, 

"  What,  Calverlcy !"  said  the  veteran,  shak- 
ing him  heartily  by  the  hand,  "  liow  are  you, 
my  good  fellow  ?     So ; — I  am  sorry  to  Gnd  you 
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have    [eft  the    regiment.      How  comes  ibi 
Not  tired  of  the  .lervice,  1  ho|ie?" 

"  Fur  ftxitn  it,  general,"  said  Harry  t 
the  fact  b,  1  have  left  the  — th,  for  the  beat 
of  all  possible  reasons — because  1  coukl 
afford    to  reinun   in    iL      My    poor    father^ 
death" 


"  Oh,  ay  I"  interrupted  Sir  Cornelius, ' 
true ;  I  was  sincerely  grieved  to  hear  it 
great  pit}*!  'pon  my  honour !  I  am  afraid  there  . 
are  not  a  few  in  the  regiment  who  might  b^f 
better  spsred.  It  always  gave  me  much  plea- 
sure to  hear  to  gou<l  a  report  of  you  ffi 
your  commanding  officer." 

"  I    a!ii   happy   to    think,"   ittiA   Calverle; 
"  that   1    have   acquitted   my»elf  to  hi«  lo 
ship's  satisfacliori," 

"  To  be  sure — to  be  aiire  I     Itut  what 
you   mean   to  do  with    yountelf!    you 
give  up  the  army  altogether?" 

"  Nol"  answered  Harry;  "  I  have  gone 
half-pay   for    tho    present;     but    my    object 
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«hU  I«  to  pft  niton   the    itaiT,    if     pos- 

"  \j,  ijrl  the  ^>est  tVving  for  ;ou,  too. 
But  «bat  pTVtpeet  Knve  you  of  cSecttnu  it  ? 
■low  ik>  yva  sund  at  the  Horte  Guardsf 

Ilnry  gsvc  an  exprouve  ahrug. 

•■  Wrll,  well,"  continued  the  general,  "  wc 
nail  Me  witnt  can  be  done.  You  know  I'm 
not  in  power — nut  of  pa(\iameDl,  eTeo!  Uut 
^nt  (too  co«w  and  breakfast  with  me  to-mor- 
row, at  ail  rTents.  1  nui  at  IbUotaon's ;  only  in 
town  fur  tvo  or  three  days,  on  my  u  ny  loSlrath- 
tkUmyc     Mind,  half-pa&l  nmr,  iirecisely." 

Ho  wfing.  Sir  ComeliuB  itrodu  ofi*,  and 
llairy  eooUnoed  his  progreaa  to  the  clul>, 
trry  well  eatisfied  with  the  result  of  th<r 
remeomtre,  aod  not  at  all  likely  to  forget  hi* 
engagement  Co  brcakfiut  no  the  morrow. 

"  PuDCtualitjr,"  wld  Louis  the  Eiitht«cnth, 
"  b  the  polittOTM  of  kinjjH ;"  by  which  pro- 
dmnd  rtmark  Hii  Most  Chrittian  Majesty 
auEau,  I  conclude,   to  implyi  tliat  it  ia  the 
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e/uli/  of  «ubjcctH:  and,  indcccl,  towards  a  w 
|>crior,  if  not  nmong  equals,  it  muse  be  al- 
lowed (o  be  all  obiiervaoce  of  more  imperative 
obligation  than  any  which  pertam  to  the 
iiM^re  courtesies  of  social  intercourse.  Of  the 
in)])ortance  of  tliia  virtue,  tht-ie  are  no  clan 
of  persons  more  thoroughly  aware  than  mili- 
tary men;  and,  accordingly,  it  will  reiidily 
be  believed  ilint  Calverley  turned  the  corner 
of  Vere  Street  precisely  as  the  post  clock 
marked  the  hour  of  twenty-live  minutes  past 
nine,  on  the  following  morning. 

II  He  found  the  general,  nut  negligently  ar- 
nyvd  in  niorning-g'>wn  and  slipi>ers,  after 
Ihc  fashion  of  most  elderly,  and  not  a  few 
jruung,  gentlemen  of  the  day,  with  whom 
the  period  of  breakfast  is  a  sort  of  interne* 
diate  state  uf  existence — the  very  twilight 
of  tlie  toilet, — but  clothed  in  all  his  meri- 
dian splendour;  booted,  spurred,  black-neck- 
B  elotbed,  and  frock -coate<l,  with  a  degree  of 
^MpruccncsH  and  lenue  that  would  have  defted 
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"PoDcCaal  to  Uie  mumtM.1'  amd  Ik, 
be  drew  oat  and  ezaHned  a  gaU 
of  the  iBO«t  BtobdigBsgiH 
lued  willi  what  appeared  Be  a 
duin,  haTii^  a  oDople   of 
Akki  pevlant  theKfroB. 
the  coS'ec!,''  added  Iw,  i  il  ili  i  mj.  Ae  msvmc 

"  I  i^aii.  Sir  Cornelius,''  anfcred  tbe  t»- 
let,  with  that  coDfofton  of  tense,  if  not  oi' 
*ente,  which  at  oace  denoted  hi*  eoantrr. 
But  an  Irishman  is  aJwsn  re^aidieas  o(  tbe 

"  1  am  glad  to  see,  CalTcriey,'  eoaiinned 
the  geoerat,  "  that  you  retain  ^<»ai  Baliiaj% 
eiacmess  in  keeping  an  appointment.  De- 
pend upon  it,  mr  dear  fellow,  there  is  dc- 
ihing  !ike  it  for  getting  on  in  thb  world :  bu: 
come,  sit  down,  and  let  ns  have  some  i»vak- 
f^I.  Vou  have  no  objection  to  a  beef-steak, 
I  hope r 
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•*  None  ill  tlie  world,  general,"  ansvered 
Harry,  who,  from  a  proper  feeling  of  aubor- 
(lination,  determined  to  be  as  complaisant  lo 
ihe  jentaevtar  predilections  of  his  military 
superior,  as  the  barber'*  brother  wni  to  the 
fisionary  bospitalitiea  of  the  Hnrniecidc. 

"That's  right,  my  good  fellow!"  aaid  Sir 
Corneliua.  "  Breakfast  is,  according  to  my 
judgment,  a  very  important  ceremony,  dea- 
t]ned  to  prepare  one  for  the  toils,  and  brace 
one  up  against  tlic  annoyances  of  the  coming 
day ;  and  there's  no  use  in  life  in  slurring 
it  over  in  a  pick>tooth  style ;  I  am  for  liiying 
a  tolerably  subatantial  foundation  at  starting; 
you  are  then  independent  of  what  may  happen 
— paralas  in  omnem  ejcitum  J'urtuna ;"  which 
Uisl  word  he  pronounced  ^ or cA«m)^,  following 
up  the  whole  by  that  peculiar  self- oatis Tied 
clittckle  in  which  elderly  gemlcmvn  are  apt 
to  indulge  aOer  having  been  delivered  of  a 
cUosical  quotation. 

"  I  quiie   agree    in    your   philosophy,   Sir 


Corafe"  wEwcieA  CaWexWy  \  **  and  you 
Ke  1  m  giving  ^laeucaV  evidence  of  my 
lincfiity  in  ihe  c&uK.  May  I  trouble  you 
fbc  the  poutoet'    In  t\ieu    jacVeta,    I    per- 

c«Te,  u  mj  {itend.  Lady  ,   awuced  me 

they  tkmld  ftlndya  ap^at  at  tatiVe." 

"  Why,  then,  bit,  \,aAy   was    right, 

perfectly  right '.  and  k'a  no  more  than  I  would 
h»e  expected  from  so  good  an  Irishwoman; 
for,  in  spite  of  her  UberaUsm,  and  her  love 
fbt  those  rehellious  coxcombs,  tlie  French, 
she  it  a  good  Irishwoman,  and  an  honour 
((>  iier  countrj  ;  ay,  and  one  of  the  most  ta- 
ler.ied  women  in  Europe,  entirely  1  That  I 
wi;l  cay;  though  wc  do  quarrel  like  cat  and 
dog  whenever  we  meet.  But  we  are  very  good 
friend;-,  noCuithstanding." 

"  Amantiutu  irar,  general,  I  suppose,"  ob- 
served CalvfHey. 

"  lia!  ha!  ha!  welt  said,  Captain  Calver- 
ley!  But  come,  I  want  to  talk  to  you  a  little 
upon   business.       Can   you   tell  mc  who  thi^ 
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■cnil]  te  (^  mue.      Msy     t 

«K,  n  M)  bicad,   Uady  — 

irj  ihwU  alv^r*  ■PPCM  •* 

'ttlq,  di«ai,  ur.    Lad;    - 

rifhit  and  W*  no  m 

hwt  ispMieil  fmm  to  good 

far.  to  vpiu  of  her  '^' 'n-r.    M»i  Wr  bw 

W  OioM  rrWUmiM  cnrnmoifa*,    tbr    Fnoeh, 

4f  ti  k  gnod  IriiAiwaaua,  rail   an  bonoar 

bi  Wt  enoDU-) ;  «y,  ud  ooa  of  ibc  nuM  b»* 

|WnMA  vwncn  bt  Eutopc,  enur«l)r !     TIiaI  i 

<>^Vi  ae  (In  (faamd  Ukc  cat  sad 

L^  «r  mMt.    Ikit  ««  wc  vmy  (««d 
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Ci|itjiiii  (Ic  Montfort  I'erktna,  who  li&s  got 
your  Uoop  in  llie  rcgipipnl,  is?" 

"  All  1  kitow  concerning  liim,  general,  u, 
lltat  he  wna  fonnerly  in  the  — th  tlussars." 

"  So  mucli  tile  better — so  inuch  the  better  t 
'I'here  will  be  itonie  chance  that  lie  may  know 
bb  buMnesii,  and  that  he  can  sit  a  horse,  at 
nny  rale.  I  was  afniid  lie  mi^ht  he  a  re^iihir 
infimlry-man,  who  would  tiike  twice  the  drill- 
ing  or  ■  recruit  from  the  plough ;  «nd  that 
phiys  the  dcurie  with  a  troop,  more  eM]M:ciaIly 
when  the  regiment  batn't  much  clmriicler  to 
spare  in  (hat  way,  which  1  regret  tu  say  is  the 
cane  with  the  — ih." 

•'  Indeed,  genera]?"  said  Harry.     "I   am' 
■orry  we  do  not  stand  highrr  in  your  cstiina- 
rion." 

"  Why  the  fact  is,  my  dear  boy!— between 
ourselves — I  may  say  so  to  you  now,  as  you 
Nre  no  longer  under  his  command — Lord 
Wrotlesley  Is  an  excellent  fellow,  and  means 
very  well ;  but  he  has  about  as  much  notion 
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P«rk,  all  I  can  say  \9,  that  it  Bhall  not  be 
tlirotigl)  my  meani!.— Your  sflccttonatc  uncle. 
Cornelius  O'SiiIIkan.'" 

Of  course.  Culrcrlcy,  at  in  duty  bound,  ex- 
pressed llie  requisite  degree  of  Kdtniratiuti  for 
ihis  instance  of  conscientious  forbcitrance,  and 
the  gent^rid  proce«ded : 

"  Do  vou  recollect  the  day  when  I  inspwiled 
llw  regiment  in  ihc  Phccnix  ?  " 

"  l.iisi  June  tvelvomontb? — Perfectly  well, 
genera)  I  We  Imd  the  honuur  of  dining  with 
you  Blterwards  nt  Murrixon's." 

"  Exactly  so,"  mid  Sir  Corneliux.  Well,  sir, 
lltcre  uer«  some  of  lite  evolutions  that  dny  tiiut 

guld  have  disgraced  the  City  Light  H^rsc. 

never  was  in  such  n  piissioii  in  my  lite; 
and  the  devil  of  it  wan,  that  I  conld  scarcely 
apvak  my  mind  to  you,  as  I  had  oitked  you 
all  to  dinnvr.  1  (ouk  care,  however,  to  let 
Wrottesley  know  my  opinion  of  the  nialtrr 
the  next  day.  But,  sir,  bad  as  the  afl'air 
certainly  was  ahogcther,  1  must  acknwwlcdge 
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tlial  (liere  waa  one  trooj)  which  tienrly  re. 
deemed  the  cliarjicter  ol'  ilie  roi^lmenl  l>y  the 
prccifiiun  und  accuracy  with  n-liich  tticy  gol 
througli  their  business,  and  which  left  me 
in  no  doubt  as  to  ih«  fact  of  their  liavin>>  » 
good  oflic«r  at  thvir  head.  That  truo}»  wnM 
yOMr»,  Captuiu  C'alvcrley  ! " 

I  tarry  looked  as  modest  as  became  the  oo- 
cuton;  and  if  he  did  not  bluali,  it  was  be- 
had  bcvn  for  sotne  years  out  of  prac- 

"  Ye«  I  *■  continued  Sir  ComeUus,  "  from 
that  time  I  have  bad  you  dovrn  in  my  tablets, 
Calveriey;  and  u  every  thing  I  hiive  heard 
of  you  from  Ijord  Wroltesley  bos  tended  to 
■treiiglhcn  my  favourable  opinion  of  your 
cbiiitie  as  an  officer  and  a  genllcmutir  I  do 
assure  you  that  it  would  ailbrd  mc  grf^ut  ttatiif 
ftction  were  1  to  Iw  iitdtrumental  in  forwarding; 
your  views.  But  I  regret  to  say,  tliat  I  am 
not  ({uitc  the  man  I  wux,  in  point  of  influenee. 
This  curted  roforai  question,  you  aee,  has  put 
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me  com|ilctely  on  the  olicir.  I  nm  not  fviid 
of  exjieritutntal  pliilo$o|)liy  in  pulitics,  «rl 
arul  1  Deter  was  the  nun  to  turn  my  back 
upon  my  friends  for  my  own  dirly  purposes, 
or  pnttry  ricws  of  agsrandizmncnt.  No,  sir! 
I  ftni  proud  to  say,  I  itood  by  my  old  coin- 
iHander;  nnd  would  du  so  itgain  to-tnorrow! 

Bui  my  constitiionls  in  ibe  county were 

not  of  my  way  of  ihiiiking ;  an<l  no  at  tlie  laat 
eleciton  ibey  tliouglit  proper  to  send  tne  to 
ibv  right  about,  and  to  cbct  «  tixiipeeu  of  an 
attorney — one  M'Uowd — whose  uncle  was  my 
fallier's  wliipper-in,  sir !  A  fellow  without » 
foot  of  land  in  ibo  county,  and  who,  1  fancyt 
was  indebted  to  my /fAerfj/ colleague  for  a  qua* 
lification  But  so  it  ia — they  elected  him, 
and  I  wish  tlicni  juy  of  him,  by  the  Lord  I " 

So  saying,  Sir  Coineliu*  took  u  copious 
pinch  of  snufi*,  an  operation  whicU  appeared 
to  exercise  a  ^edaltve  iuHucnce  on  liis  irii- 
tated  feelings;  for  be  coulinucil,  in  his  usujil 
tone  of  good  hninour:  — 
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"Well,  Bij  (lew  ffOow!  to  come  to  the 
pomi.  As  I  was  saying,  1  regret  for  your 
•ake,  thit  my  intrreat  is  oo  the  ttecline.  Bat 
cuch  an  it  U,  you  Ruy  rdy  on  iu  exertioti  tii 
your  Givoiir.  As  1  totd  you.  1  ain  aoxioas  tu 
befrirnd  you  on  your  awa  accoant :  uid  iii 
wlilitkm  to  that,  f  h«tl  a  respect  for  ynar 
Father,  who  was,  as  you  know,  on  old  ac- 
cguaintsDce  of  mine,  and  a  lUunch  Tory  to 
boot.  So,  my  dear  boy,  here  u  a  letter  I 
have  written  to  the  commaiuler-io-ehier,  in 
which  I  have  md  all  I  could  for  you.  To* 
day  h  teree  day  at  the  liorae  Guards. — Yoo 
will  deliver  it  in  penon,  of  course — And  w, 
God  i)roa|>cr  you  I " 

Calverlcy  her*  sitcnpud  to  expreit  bU 
tltanhs. 

"  Tut.  tut,  my  dear  fellow!"  said  the  gene- 
ra :  "  Don't  R^ention  it !  I  should  be  right  glad 
if  it  wore  in  my  iwwer  to  do  mure  ;  and  I  only 
hope  It  mey  aerve  you  at  head  tjuaner* ; — 
but  oo  prufesftoos  of  gratitude,  if  you  please. 
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until  you  know  whether  my  interference  baa 
been  of  any  use.  And  in  the  mean  time, 
oblige  me  by  just  casting  your  eyes  over  the 
newspaper,  and  tell  me  if  there  is  anything 
new  from  the  theatre  of  war,  or  whether  old 
Cliass^  still  maintains  his  ground. —  For  to 
say  the  truth,  my  eyes  begin  to  warn  me  that 
I  am  not  quite  so  young  as  I  was  forty  years 
ago,  or  else  the  art  of  printing  is  sadly  dete- 
riorated." 
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**  So  you  are  posttiTei]'  going  to  elew  in  tlic- 
Und  of  pagodas !  To  nwst  in  tbe  region  of 
rice  and  ropers ! "  cxcUhncd  FHxro;  Lum- 
ley  to  our  hero,  «a  they  met  tn  St.  Jame*'* 
Street,  about  lbr««  weeks  after  the  oonrer- 
ution  wliich  we  have  juat  related. 

"  Eren  to,  Fits, — to  grill  amongst  ghauts, 
)ienphre  amongst  punkaha,  and  swelter  amid 
sepoys, — to  carry  on  your  olliterative  desrrip- 
tion.  But  allow  me  to  aak,  liow  you  obtained 
potsenina  of  ao  valuabk  a  piece  of  inlelU> 
genceV 
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'*  I  dined  yesterday,  for  my  sins,"  said  Luiii- 
ley,  "  with  your  new  commander,  the  illus- 
triuus  JeDico ;  and  lit-  is  so  full  of  his  rvcciit 
appoinlmcnl,  tlmt  he  can  talk  of  nothing  else. 
Me  gave  tne  sn  analytical  dciail  of  the  whole 
concern,  with  a  particuliir  emimcralton  of  bis 
■uii<;  and  establishment:  and  you  muy  imiigine 
he  was  nut  rcry  likely  to  omit  so  important 
a  luncttonary  as  an  aide-de-camp/' 

"Well,  then,''  $aid  C'alwrlvy,  "as  you  are 
BcqutfinlLNl  will>  him,  you  will  perhB|)s  oblige 
nw  by  fainiliuriicing  nie  a  Httlc  with  the  carle 
dit  paijt,  fur  I  know  nothing  of  him  myM'tf, 
beyond  the  fact  of  lii«  being  goiirnor  of  Ma- 
dras i  and  indeed  1  waa  only  formally  intru* 
(luced  \o  him  thivc  days  since,  as  1  owe  my 
appointment  i-nlirely  to  lliu  kindness  uf  my 
old  colonel,  O'Sullivan,  who  seems  rather  po- 
tential nith  the  people  at  the  lIort«  Guitrtls." 

"  Well,  you  are  certainly  thankful  for  :tmall 
favours,  if  your  fcclingfi  of  gratitude  are  very 
warnily  excited  by  (he  prospect  ol  a  flvc  years' 


IIARRT   CALVEKLBV 


85 


I 


transporUtion.  I  look  upon  u  mmi  going  lo 
aenre  in  India,  oa  a  wrt  of  lionorftry  conrict, 
■ikI  would  na  coon  tbiok  of  congratubting 
hhn.  M  if  he  were  nbuat  to  Kisit  Sydney  for 
the  braefit  of  bit  nonls.  But  contc.  if  you 
hope  to  extract  any  information  from  me, 
you  mu4t  turn  about,  and  walk  down  tlie 
Ktreet  with  me :  you  know  1  must  not  go  out 
of  bounds  while  in  harness: — and  s  pleaiant, 
airy  costtunB  it  is  for  the  dog-days,  to  be  sure! 
One  would  tliink  we  were  ■  set  of  salantan- 
doral  Zainirl  himself  would  scarcely  like  to 
be  on  guard  audi  a  day  as  this! " 

■•  Well,"  saia  Calvertey,  "  but  what  do  you 
know  about  Sir  SampMO  Jellico  T  " 

"  Softly,  my  good  fiillow  t  Vou  require  from 
me  a  great  e6brt  of  memory,  and  no  small 
pbjBical  exrrlhin  in  the  way  of  ulking,  this 
bot  weather.  Su  1  mnst  take  my  own  time, 
and  coHect  my  ideas  at  nty  leisure.  You  have 
■een  the  boro  in  question,  1  believe  t  " 

'  Yes.  OS  1  toM  you  just  now,"  said  Harry. 


ss 


IIARRY   CALVSRLBY. 


"  Very  good, — Uien  you  need  not  be  iii- 
funived  that  he  has  a  Isce  like  the  sun  in  a 
fog;  and  ttint  it  docs  not  require  Sir  John 
Jlcrschel's  lolescope  to  ascerluin  tiie  fact  tliat 
the  disk  of  the  luminary  is  adorned  with  cer- 
tain mountainous  oxcr^KccnccK  of  a  volcimiv 
character.  Indited  ins  whole  vigugc  may  he 
not  unaptly  compared  lo  Vesuviua  or  Strom- 
boli,  considering  tlic  fmiuency  of  fiery  erup* 
tionii  thereon.  You  arc  aUu  aware  tliai  lie 
lirogreSMs  /tauii  pastibus  a'l/uh,-  seeing  ihitt 
his  sinister  su|)porter  is  of  oak  :-~but  as  ho 
will  not  fail,  on  tlie  lint  convenient  opportu- 
nity, tn  favour  you  with  an  clii  oralc  di't.iil 
of  the  circumstnnces  under  which  lie  parted 
company  with  its  predecessor, — even  to  the 
Miientific  description  of  tlie  totimiqael,—  I  shall 
not  destroy,  by  any  anticipatory  purticuhirs, 
the  gmtiGcalion  vliich  you  will  derive  from 
his  taste  fur  minuliar  in  such  matters ;  »u  no 
more  on  the  suhject  of  the  outward  man.  As 
to  hi*  position,  lie  is,  as  you  probably  know, 
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nre  properly  jmbiniMivtt:  rmhcr  addicted  to 
long  stories,  the  trutli  of  wbich  as  one  cannot 
controvert,  it  U  best  to  take  for  granted  :  and 
somewhat  partial  to  arrack  punch,  which,  if 
you  hap()en  to  have  the  intestinal  invulnera- 
bility of  a  Chahcrt,  you  may  keep  him  in 
countenance  by  drinking.     Dixi," 

"  Has  be  any  Taniily ! "  enquired  our  hero. 

"  Yes,  he  lias  a  daughter  and  a  wife." 

"  So  much  the  better. — But  why  reverse 
the  order  of  things  in  their  enumeration  ?  '* 

"  Why,  1  have  mentioned  ihcni,  I  believe," 
said  Lumlcy,  "  with  ii  strict  regard  to  the 
order  of  chronology.  MadentoueUe  has  al- 
ways been  his  daughter,  but  there  is  ^ume 
little  difUculty  as  to  thu  epoch  when  '  mamma ' 
became  his  wife.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  early 
history  of  my  Lady  Jellico  is  enveloped  in 
obscurity  itcaity  us  impenetrable  as  tliat  which 
enshrouds  ihe  hirtb-placc  of  Homer.  Some 
*tay  that  to  Iter  skill  in  ministering  to  the  plea- 
sures of  llic  tiible,  she  a  indebted  for  iht;  pri- 
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«t]cg«  of  kitting  ftt  iu  bead  ;  others  uwrt  that 
the  fell  to  the  lot  of  ihe  general,  m  his  share 
Iff  the  booty  at  the  storming  of  Seringnpiilam. 
It  a  not  my  busuicia,  howerer,  tantOM  compo- 
ttert  tile*!  oil  that  jou  are  inicreslcti  in  knuw- 
bg  b,  thit  she  weighs  tiboul  twenty  atone, — 
■peaks  a  jnrgon  u»aiithortz«d  alike  by  '  gods, 
mtn,  iititl  coluniits', — nutshincs  in  her  ap- 
parel the  wealth  uf  Ormus  and  uf  Imt, — «m( 
night  very  apjirujiriately  figure  on  tt  sif^n' 
boani  over  the  dour  of  Croekfonl's,  aa  u  juil- 
|)ilfle  personilication  oX  rouge  et  noir," 

"  Ahul  for  my  sins!  "  oxetoiniL-d  Olverley : 
"  my  lut  hope  is  ia  ihc  daufjhter.  and  a  for* 
lorn  hope  it  is;  for  what  can  ha  expected 
froa  mtcli  a  stock  f  Pniy  put  mc  nut  of  pain  t 
what  aort  of  n  person  is  she  ?  " 

"  She  is  a  most  npproprtnte  relative  to  such 
aineeodents :  or  to  change  my  metaphor,— if 
you  think  proper  to  coorider  ihe  three  as  s 
sort  of  fiiBiily  stflh^iitm, '  1  may  say  that  she  is 
•  BWM  logical  deduction  from  thi^  premises." 
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**  Upon  my  won),"  exckimed  CVIvcrlcy,  "1 
Iwve  gut  into  agreeable  quarrere,  it  wems ! 
I  had  my  mingiviiiga  on  tbe  aulgect  from  ihe 
nspcct  of  Sir  Sampson,  but  1  had  no  tdcii 
that  I  had  fxllen  bo  decidedly  among  th«  Phi- 
listines. It  is,  howcTer,  most  unaccoiintahir 
to  me  that  my  excellent  rrien<i,  Fitzroy  Luin- 
ley,  than  whom  (lis  Majesty's  three  regimenix 
of  Foot-Guards  do  not  contain  a  more  Idsti- 
dioui  critic,  or  a  finer  gentleman,  should  have 
ever  found  liimseir  in  familiar  tfumiiiuntcjilion 
with  Much  intolerable  j»eo|ile  ns  these  «ecm  to 
bel" 

"  My  drar  Calverley."  said  the  guardsman, 
"  nuiy  I  retjiicat  not  to  l>e  misrepresented  i 
Fust  1*1  ious  I  may  be,  and  ho  I  believe  is  every 
n»n  not  bom  with  the  hide  of  u  rhinoceros, 
and  organs  to  match ;  but  Jinc  I  am  not,— 
never  have  been — and  never  will  be.  More- 
over, if  any  thing  could  sultke  to  ruffle  ray 
philosophical  equanimity,  it  would  tn'  llic  ac- 
cuaation  oi  Jinerj/.       .\ji  to  my  acquaintance 
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to  heaTcn  Al  •  "  *  y,  or  som«bod)'  el»e,  would 
introduce  the  fashion  liere.     It  would  be  stickJ 
a  convenience  to  move  about  qtian  im\ietccp-\ 
libly,  without  the  exertion  of  walking,  the  f**] 
tii^c  of  rilling,  or  tlte  bore  of  (Inring," 

For  my  part,"  »aiJ  C'alverley,  "  I  am  not  m| 
completely  out  of  conceit  with  the  means 
locomotion  with  which  nature  Iuk  tlioui^ht 
proper  to  furnish  me.  To  be  enrried  on^ 
men'*  thouldern  itiuat,  I  should  think,  remind 
CDC  a  little  too  much  of  the  coffin.  Perhaps, 
however,  with  your  misanthropic  turn  of  mind, 
Muoh  associations  would  not  be  disagreeable."  M 

"  Again,  my  dear  fellow,  you  mistake  me 
most  egregiously,  in  accusing  mc  of  miswi- 
tbropy.  I'hi'ro  lives  no  man  more  completely 
at  peace  with  the  whole  of  mankind;  and  if 
I  do  ke«p  out  of  their  way  gomclimca,  it  » 
not  as  a  misanthrope,  but  as  a  Jainiaal.  W  hen 
I  am  loo  lasy  to  dance,  I  stay  away  from 
balls, — when  I  feel  too  ftluggish  to  move,  I 
pass  tJie  day  on  niy,sota,< — and  when  too  in- 
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mbtake  not,  b;  throwing  hot  water  m  Iheir 
faoca.     Nov  I  submit  thnt  ihc  parallel  wuiilil 

have  better  milted  A — ■ — ,  L- — ,  or  I) 

than  mysGlf;  for  hi  the  first  place,  1  seldom 
gire  dinners,  and  those  I  <lo  giw  are  but 
inditrerent  perruriuances  hi  that  Ihte;  in  the 
second  place  I  ant  not  cleaned  oal,  aiul  newr 
mean  to  be  so;  and,  lasllj-,  were  I  afflicted 
like  Timon,  with  such  a  scurvy  set  of  inti- 
mate friends,  1  should  certainly  have  tlirovn 
add  water  on  every  attempt  nt  n  renewal  of 
intercourse.'' 

*'  A  defence  tliat  would  do  credit  to  Charlea 
Philhps!  "  exclaimed  our  hero,  "  as  fur  a*  the      | 
firet  count  of  the  indicuiieiit;    but  what   du 
you  say  to  Dioj^enca?" 

"  All  I  shall  aay  concerning  him  is,  that 
if  he  bad  ever  mounted  guard  at  St.  James's 
in  tbe  month  of  July,  he  would  have  had 
quite  enough  of  the  sun,  and  would  never 
have  found  fault  with  Alexander,  for  inter- 
cepting itti   rays    hi   their    descent  upon  Ilia 
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'•What  an  InKulTernblc  crowd!"  exclaimed 
Ltnnlcy,  us  llicy  neccndccl  ihc  tUirs  nf  tlio 
Gallery ;  "  we  NhstI  be  sure  lo  meet  somp 
women  we  liiiow,  and  lliey  will  expect  lU  tii 
do  the  dileltanti:  ttul  I  sitnll  Ilmtc  all  lliat  lo 
you,  M  I  find  it  imiMwiible  to  atl'i-ct  entliu- 
riaam. — ^There — I  told  you  to— one  of  iIiom 
clialtcrinp  Ciirjl  girls,— juiit  lieyoml  ibp  nrch- 
way  in  the  next  room:  1  have  half  n  niimi  to 
iiuilu.-  my  escape.  She  will  talk  us  lo  di^atli." 
"  Paha!  nonsense,"  exclaimed  Calverlcy, 
pushing  forward  with  a  degree-  of  €Mj,'fmFSs 
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vidua).  A  vrdl-modulated  laugL  is  the  never- 
failing  concomitant  of  refinement  and  go<H) 
breeding;  while  a  loud,  harsh  and  inharmo- 
nious cachiiinalion,  inay  be  generally  taken  as 
•irong  prc<(umptivc  evidence  of  coarite  hnliitit, 
an  unfeeling  disposition,  and  an  uncultivated 
mind.  In  saying  this,  however,  it  is  not  our 
wish  to  (Mksa  sentence  of  condemnation  on  the 
full  indulgence  of  the  risible  faculties.  Far 
from  it:  a  hearty  laugh  is  one  of  the  plea- 
sanlcst  emotions  to  which  we  arc  liable,  and 
when  its  impulse  is  obeyed  with  a  due  regard 
to  time  and  place,  and  its  tones  are  regulated 
according  to  the  gamut  of  civilixalion,  it  is 
nearly  as  exliilarnting  to  witness  it  in  olhcrs, 
as  to  experience  it  ourselves.  Indeed,  m  we 
candidly  iieknowledgc  that  this  species  of  hya- 
terical  explosion  is  one  of  the  chief  reaulia 
which  our  liibours  are  directed  to  protluce  in 
the  person  of  the  indulgent  reader,  we  should 
argue  witli  a  very  ill  grace  against  an  oQcnee 
to  which  we  are  particularly  anxious  to  supply 
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and  teeth  of  the  most  p^arl-Uke  briUkncy, 
slic  wRs  nothing  lolli  to  exhibit  their  combined 
fiiscinfltions  hy  tlie  hidiilgcnco  of  a  gaiety 
ti'hi<!h  t«nded  to  refute  one  of  the  most  re- 
ceived inaxims  of  philosophy, — for  It  BOmetime« 
M-ewcd  an  effect  nithout  a  caute! 

The  lady  by  whom  she  iras  accompanied, 
and  whom,  in  epitc  of  her  youlli,  (for  she  was 
evidently  not  Mis»  Caryl's  senior,]  n  certain 
quiet  Belf-possession  and  ease  of  manner,  pro- 
claimetl  as  tlie  chaperon  of  the  party,  pre- 
sented in  her  appearance  a  etnking  contrast 
to  her  friend.  In  figure  she  was  tall  and  ex- 
(juisitely  formed;  her  air  and  depmimcnt  were 
at  once  easy,  graceful  and  dignified;  and  u 
she  turned  from  ihc  picture  before  her  to 
uddrt^sn  some  ohservatiuns  to  the  gentleman 
in  attendance,  she  discovered  a  countenance 
aa  lovely  as  was  ever  revealed  to  the  admiring 
gaw  of  man,  from  under  a  pink  crspc  bon- 
net. It  was  one  of  thutic  face«,  which  once 
iteen,  are  as  vividly  impressed  upon  ihe  me- 
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Venice,  on  a  fine  day ; '  (for  1  conclude  it  rained 
ioc«6saii(l)'  during  Iter  stay  tlteie,)  and  the 
Vvntou  of  most  trstollcrs.  But,  giutto  cMoI 
—  i«  that  enough!  Tlie  painter  who  de- 
servea  the  name,  views  his  subject  tlirougli 
a  poetic  medium;  invests  tlie  rcpreseota- 
tion  of  maleiial  objecln,  with  nuiDeihing  u( 
A  s|>iri(ual)Keil  character,  and  shids  over 
the  dingy  realities  of  (Mlpahlc  existence, 
the  splendoun  of  a  gliming  iniagiiuition !  — 
True, — I  recognise  (he  outline  of  St.  Mark's 
column,  and  triu:c  the  oriental  architecture 
of  the  PalasXo  Ducaie; — but  where  is  the 
Venice  of  C'hilde  llnrold — the  Venice  of  the 
Foscari  mid  Fnlieri — the  mistress  of  the  seas 
— the  Venice  of  Shaks|)eare  nml  Olway!" 

His  lordship's  rhitpsody  was  unfortunately 
here  cut  short,  and  the  current  of  his  eloquent 
enthusiasm  impeded  fur  n  inoiiieiit  by  the  ap- 
proach of  our  hero  and  Lumley. 

"  Oh,  Captain  Calverley,"  excUiined  )liss 
Caryl,  after  the  usual  greetings  had   passed 
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Venice, on ii  flncilay]'(for  I  conclude  itraineU 
iiicauNUitly  duriitg  her  alay  tltere,)  am]  the 
Veiiiee  of  most  (rave)lerii.  But,  giujto  cieto! 
—  ia  that  enough?  The  painter  who  de- 
serves  the  name,  views  hb  subject  llirough 
a  poetic  medium;  invests  tlie  rcprcsenta- 
tion  of  tnalcrtiil  uhj(H;lH.  with  something  uf 
a  spirilualixcd  character,  mid  ihtds  over 
the  dingy  reolities  of  palpable  existence, 
the  tpleiidoura  of  a  glowing  iniagination ! ^ 
True, — 1  recognise  the  outline  of  St.  Mark'n 
column,  and  trace  the  oriental  arcbitecture 
of  the  Palaxxo  Ducaie; — but  where  is  the 
Venice  of  Childe  Harold — the  Venice  of  the 
Foscnri  and  Falieri — ihc  mistrcEs  of  the  seod 
— the  Venice  of  Sh:ik«>pcare  iukI  Otwu)'t" 

His  lordship's  i'bitpso<)y  was  tinfortunutcly 
here  cut  short,  and  the  current  of  bU  eloquent 
enthuuasin  impelled  for  a  moment  by  the  ap- 
proach of  our  hero  and  Lumley. 

"  Oh,  Captain  Calverley,"  cxclaiuted  Mi»$ 
Caryl,  afler  the  uttUal  greetings  bad   pa&wd 
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Lou  ail  aitlci,  "do  give' tut  ;our  opinion.  We 
luivii  had  cfuili)  a  buttle  u-iili  Lurd  Itclvcderei 
about  Ciiiiiilett);  he's  to  aevere,  you  can't 
think  1" 

"  \Vc  luivo  bpeti  fn<)cnvounn(!,*'  said  Liidy 
Belvedere,  "  to  correct  our  own  imperfect 
nolioiiM  on  the  *ubject  of  the  urt<i,  by  the  aiil 
of  my  cousin  Lord  Belvedere's  aupcrior  Icnou- 
le<lge.  Jle  has  juat  returned  frutn  ■  two 
ycara'  residence  in  Itjilj-,  and  nisy  fairly  be 
considered  an  nuttionty," 

"  My  deiu-  Belvedere,"  said  Lumley,  "  «(• 
low  nte  nwHi  sincerely  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  tcnuiuatii'n  of  your  erratic  labours.  Tra- 
velling sboutd  never  be  undertaken  but  when 
it  ia  univoiduble;  with  you  I  conclude  it  was 
n  neontory  evil;  nt  all  evcntK  it  is  a  good 
thiag  over." 
> "  Your  fellcitntiuns  are  rather  premature, 
dear  Lumley,  bs  I  propose  making  a  tour 
in  tbe  coat,  shortly;  nnd  I  must  U-g  to  dis- 
tent ft*m  your  philo«ophy.      To  those  who 
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travel  in  tlie  proper  spirit,  and  whom  nature 
and  «i]iication  have  quatifitd  to  avail  ihcm- 
mIvps  of  the  advantage*  which  travelling  af- 
fords, it  is  one  of  the  highest  tnorjl  enjoy- 
ments which  this  sliop-kccprng  world  nupplJcs. 
I  would  recommend  it  particularly,  as  rcRn- 
ing  the  taste,  and  expanding  the  intellect." 

"  But,  my  dear  lord,"  said  Lumley,  "  it  i« 
surely  cultivating  the  mind,  at  the  expetiite  of 
the  body.  If  )ou  iruvellers  would  only  speak 
candidly,  what  arc  the  boasted  resutls  of  your 
wanderings,  which  any  man  is  not  competent 
to  atiniii,  witbout  stirring  from  his  sofa  or  his 
bcrgiWet  Where  ia  the  beauty  or  the  philo- 
sophy of  being  turned  inside  out  on  buiinl  a 
steam-boat,  or  bi-in;;  idiut  up  with  half-a-do- 
seen  fat  women  and  iitjuiilling  children  in  .1 
rumbling,  dislocating  machine  called  a  lUli- 
gence  i  paralyseil  by  damp  sheets  at  night, — 
potsoneil  with  bs<)  cookery  at  inns, — pilliiged 
by  aubcTgittes, — rifled  by  dovanicra,  and  pes- 
tered about  passports  by  dirty  municipal  au- 
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tliorities  at  every  {acoque  of  a  town  jrou  come 
tol" 

"  DesrI  bow  droll  you  are.  Captain  Limi- 
Ityt"  exclaimed  Miss  Caryl,  "  just  m  if 
Lord  Belvedere  travelled  in  those  horrid  di* 
tigemees." 

"  Well,  auppose  he  travels  In  hi*  own 
britaka;'it  answers  just  as  well  for  my  argu- 
ment, ir  it  is  well-built,  be  may  be  nearly 
u  comfortable  as  1  am  in  my  NapoteoH;  but 
I  bavo  itill  the  advantage  of  bim,  for  I  am 
independent  of  good  or  bad  roadtt  imd  an 
not  obliged  to  coniign  my  puree-^tiing*  (o 
tlic  tender  mercies  of  tome  thark  of  a  courier, 
who  protects  you  from  the  voracity  of  the  mi- 
nor fry,  only  that  he  may  bo  more  efi'cctually 
enabled  to  devour  you  himself." 

"  You  aecm  to  speak  feelingly,  Cajxain 
Lumley,  at  all  evcnta,"  obicrvcd  Luily  Belvc* 
dere. 

**  No;    [  am  only  availing  mytelf  of  the 


o  a 


58 


tURRY    UALVKRI.tr. 


experience  or  othere.  I  have  never  travelled, 
ami  never  mean  to  travel; — 1  am  obliged 
cccasionally,  for  my  sins,  to  visit  Windtor; 
but  that  is  l)ie  extent  of  my  peregrinationa. 
Whenever  my  buttitlion  is  ordered  to  Dubliiit 
1  shall  eell  out,  and  repose  on  my  laiirelik" 

"  Well!"  said  Lord  Belvedere,  "m  long 
UM  our  friend  acknowledges  that  he  ha*  no 
(lenonal  >C(|tiaioUinvc  with  the  delights  or 
annoyances  of  travcUing,  he  must  really  ex* 
cuse  me,  if  1  decline  entering  into  an  argiia>ent 
on  the  subject.  1  honour  his  candour,  iintl 
respect  hi*  ingenuity;  but  lie  will  allow  m» 
to  Hay,  tliat  he  speaks  sans  con-aUsaHce  de 
cause." 

"  Of  courHi;*  my  dear  lord  ;  and  as  long  as 
my  friends  are  willing  to  take  the  trouble  of 
doing  all  the  travelling  for  me,  I  hope  1  mtiy 
be  excused  for  Ktaying  at  home  and  laughing 
at  tliem.  Here  is  our  poor  friend  Calvcrlty, 
however,  wlioife  case  1  think  no  laughing 
matter;  for  he  is  about  to  undertake  a  long 
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River ;  for  I  ttm  to]<)  lits  affiiira  are  completely 
abimfes.  But,  my  Jcur  Linly  Belvedere,  do 
look  at  tlial  woman  wlio  liai  just  entered  thv 
room ;  she  is  tlic  very  image  of  one  of  the 
Sybils  in  the  Capclla  Ststina. — A  most  extra- 
ordinary resemhlancc!" 

"  He  is  going  out  to  Madras,  as  an  aide- 
de-campi"  said  Lumley;  "  a  species  of  felch- 
and-carry  exialencc  bad  enough  al  all  times, 
ami  under  any  circumstanceii ;  but  when  the 
horrora  of  an  eastern  climate  are  superadded 
to  the  regtilatioa  annoyances  of  his  position, 
I  ihink  ho  may  fairly  claim  the  sympathy  of 
all  benevolent  natures.  Docs  net  your  lady- 
ship pity  him?" 

"  The  extent  of  my  compassion  must  bo 
regulated  by  the  nature  of  bis  own  feelings  on 
the  subject  i "  said  Lady  Belvedere,  *'  I  pre- 
sume he  is  not  going  against  bis  will  ? " 

"  Why,  as  to  that,  1  fear  it  is  merely  what 
my  friend  Belvedere  would  probably  call  '  la 
teeila  d'Obaon;'  the  death  of  his  father  has 


tit* 


U3MM.T   CALTKKLET. 


TOi  i^Umk  k  |RttT  ami  aanameatal  to  t&Ik  of 
bHikiaRac^  ■  pti  iliiwi  Iraaa  friends,  «i  otMi 
Jk  r«9*r.-  h«  I  bcJM-H.  that  the  excitement  of 
aew  scvsK,  aod  the  interest  of  new  bees  «ill 
■l««5s  be  saSciMrt  to  counterbalance  any 
Bctfc dfmfri^f^i qf that deacriptioo.  Thelove 
ijf  adveabue, — tbe  rage  ftw  novelty, — eTcry 
diii:^  Imndi  to  reconcile  you  to  a  change 
which  to  our  sex.  would  in  general  be  pro- 
Jttctiw  of  unqualified  miserT.' 

"  1  *r.t  afraid  >ou  give  us   too   much   credit 
tor  praclic-il  phiIos».iphr.     Judging  by  my  own 
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coat,  and  n  «ky  blue  neckcloth  ? — Moreover, 
the  saffron  hue  or  hti  complexion,  spoke  not 
of  hopeIe»a  love  or  secrets  dire ;— but  was  too 
plainly  inilicatiTe  of  pituitary  in<:onventcncc ; 
in  short,  litx  whole  aspect  was  coinuieRiuratirc 
of  Calcutta,  end  proplicltc  of  Cheltenham ;  it 
seemed  to  combine  all  the  distinctive  notions 
which  compose  the  abstract  idea  of  a  Bengal 
N.  I.  Major,  on  sick  furlough ! 

"  I  really  see  nothing  particularly  mysterious 
about  your  unknown  friend,"  said  Lumley, 
"  except  that  his  yellow  face  and  blue  neck- 
cloth make  him  look  like  an  incarnation  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review.  The  fact  i^t,  the  poor 
man  is  evidently  a  nabob,  just  imported  ;  who 
has  delivered  himself  over  to  the  discretion  of 
a  Strand  tailor,  on  bis  way  fTx>m  Leadenhall 
Street.  Having  seen  nothing  but  copper- 
coloured  A'cnusoe,  during  bis  twenty  years' 
residence  up  the  country,  us  viceroy  over 
some  rajah  or  ntzam, — who  b  nephew  to  the 
sun,  uncle  to  the  moon,  and  couain-germain  to 
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French  clock !  I  do  so  want  l^dy  B«lviMl«rc 
to  buy  it ;  it  ia  only  two  hundred  guinrn!:. 
A  mere  trifle  to  her,  I  am  sore.  It  h  the 
sweetest  thing  in  the  world  i  you  touch  a 
spring,  and  out  jump  two  little  figures,  that 
actually  dance  tlie  pat  de  deux  of  Leiceiifer 
and  Amy  Robtart,  in  Keniluortli !" 

"  Perhaps,  Captain  Calverley,"  aaid  Lady 
Belvedere,  "  you  would  have  the  goodness  to 
let  Lord  lielvodcre  know  that  wc  arc  about  to 
lake  our  departure,  lie  has  most  ungallantly 
deserted  us;  but  as  he  catne  here  lo-day 
expressly  to  do  the  honours  of  the  collectiow, 
I  am  afniid  I  ought  not  to  leave  the  gallery 
without  nnnouncmg  his  liberation  in  form." 

It  \\M  been  said  that  a  lady  never  makes  a 
request,  or  issues  a.  comnumd,  without  assign- 
ing a  reason  for  it;  and  in  ttpite  of  the  aa«er- 
tion  of  Juvenal,  that  remorseless  calumniator 
of  the  fair  sex,  there  really  appears  lo  be  some 
foundutton  for  the  remark. 

Probably  from  cstikblishcd  habits  of  autho- 
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Whether  ti  was  !n  accordanoe  with  the  the- 
ory which  I  have  here  ventured  to  put  forth, 
on  a  subject  hitherto  uoapproacbed  by  philo- 
sophicAl  investigiition,  that  l^dy  Belvedere 
thought  it  necessary  to  uccount  Tor  lier  re* 
quest,  by  the  explanatory  clause  which  accom* 
panied  it,  or  whether  the  aforesaid  clause 
wan  added  to  the  decree,  with  more  reference 
to  particular  feelings  than  to  general  prinei- 
ples,  we  need  not  stop  to  inquire;  but  certain 
it  is  that  our  hero  undertook  the  miuion  with 
all  tlie  more  alacrity,  from  the  manner  in 
which  his  instructions  were  worded.  flJs 
lordship,  however,  saved  him  the  trouble  of  a 
very  laborious  search,  by  making  hia  appear- 
ance at  the  precise  moment  when  Calverley 
was  about  to  depart  in  quest  of  him. 

"  Ten  thousand  pardontt,  meuUimea"  said 
be;  "  I  have  been  carried  away  quite  maigrt 
moi;  I  should  have  been  buck  ages  ago,  only 
tliat  I  met  an  old  Koman  acquaintance,  who 
took  the  opportunity  of  reading  »ie  a  letter 
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"  Which  mearu,  I  pFesume,"  said  CalveHey, 
totto  voce  to  Lad]-  BeK^dere,  na  he  handed 
her  into  the  bntskn,  "  that,  unlike  Puabos,  he 
ktu  '  a  singing  face '.  Really,  your  friend  the 
Apollo  will  be  the  death  of  mc.  I  wonder 
how  your  ladyKhip  cnn  staml  ituch  cuoKlnnt 
exposure  to  the  heiuns  of  the  god  of  day. 
That  Ijut  snlly  was  a  perfect  co«p-de-toMt, 
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cC4iU  iu  liomcly  mntorial,  ibe  boot  iuelf  '*  loses 
half  its  evil,  by  losing  all  its  ccMii-scnesa ! '' 

From  the  stage,  the  full  tide  of  song  rods 
witb  the  combined  majesty  of  Ro^ini  and 
I'asLi ;  the  venerable  priests  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, celebrate  the  glories  of  the  river 
goil, — 3nd  the  assembled  court  of  Babylon, 
arrayed  in  Orienlnl  splendour,  votv  eternal 
fealty  to  the  chosen  of  the  Astyrian  c|ue«n ! 

Survey  the  house — a  smile  is  on  every  face, 
and  plaudits  csciipe  from  every  lip,  as  the 
electric  impulse  spreads  around ;  and  even  the 
wetUbred  apathy  of  fashion  gives  place  to  a 
rapturous  burst  of  momentary  enthusiasm. 

It  is  a  bright,  a  joyous  E«ene!  How  unlike 
the  gloomy,  care-fraught  world,  which  philo- 
sophers decry,  and  at  which  cynics  rail!  And 
yet,  could  n-e  penetrate  this  brilliant  and 
polished  sur^e — could  we  remove  (he  veil 
which  shrouds  the  secret  thought,  and  glide, 
AsmodeusOike,  into  the  inmost  recesses  of  the 
mansion — could  we  set  at  naught  the  discipline 
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nous  rancour  I  And  eren  where  the  nobler 
qualiciea  of  our  nature  are  predominant,  where 
the  soul  is  not  haae,  nor  the  heart  corrupted — 
vhat  eHnui,  whnt  diMppointmcnt,  what  dis- 
gust !  In  nine  out  of  ten,  should  we  not 
read  of  wasted  youth,  of  misdirected  talenta, 
of  bhuted  hopes,  of  blighted  ambition  !  Alaa ! 
alas!  the  Mage-lights  serve  but  lo  divide  two 
*ets  of  actors! 

But  enough!  The  enchantment  is  at  an  end, 
— the  spell  ia  broken.  I  hrnr  a  flat  note  in  that 
fagotto  soio ;  Seniiramide  is  rouged  up  (o 
the  temples;  Oroe's  mitre  is  mere  linacli  I 
sec  the  flare  of  the  prompter's  tallow  candle 
— and,  faugh!  there  are  two  Spanish  refugees 
within  a  yard  of  me,  who  have  been  dining  on 
garlic.     Let  us  go  up  stairs. 

Who  is  that  fair  and  pensive  dame,  the  sole 
occupant  of  a  first-tier  box;  she  who  aiia 
shrouded  from  the  gnse  of  the  house,  by  the 
crimson  drapery  of  tlie  (wrtilion,  and  wholly 
abstracted  from  the  contemplation  of  the  scene 
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fancy,  but  the  atniiiblc  and  uccomplisbcd  vroman 
under  ivbo»e  care  «be  bod  parted  tbc  whole  of 
her  lifei  until  the  period  of  her  marriage,  had 
too  well  tupplied  (he  plucc  of  a  motlier.  to 
allow  of  her  appreciating  the  full  extent  of 
licr  early  bereavement. 

ChildlcsM  herself,  the  affections  of  Mra. 
Wthnot  had  centred,  with  truly  maternal  in- 
tensity, in  the  person  of  her  lovely  ward ;  while 
Caroline  naturally  clung  to  her  only  female 
connexion,  with  a  devoted  attachment  which 
the  sacred  impulse  of  filial  duty  could  scarcely 
have  increased. 

The  morning  of  her  existence  bad  passed 
in  as  ])lucid  a  course  of  prosperity  and  enjoy- 
ment as  tile  constitution  of  this  worrying 
world  will  allow;  and  though  we  are  per- 
fectly ready  to  admit,  that  the  study  of 
French  verbs  may  be  a  grievance,  the  initiii- 
tory  advances  tonards  musical  proficiency,  n 
sad  trial  of  temper,  and  the  exercises  of 
the  tambour-frame   ami>ngst  the  severest   of 
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conaderable  fortune  in  the  civil  urrioe  of 
tbc  India  Company,  be  bad  been  induced 
when  returning  to  bis  native  couatrjr,  to 
leave  the  wliole  of  liis  property  in  the 
hands  of  ht*  fonner  agents,  tempted,  like 
so  many  others,  tiy  a  nite  of  interest  which 
more  than  doubled  ihc  JDcumc  be  would  have 
received  on  vesting  bis  money  in  the  British 
Funds. — Accordingly,  during  the  remainder  of 
his  lite,  he  had  regularly  spent  his  five  or  six 
thousand  per  annum,  nor  bad  it  ever  occurred 
to  him  that  the  finn  of  Messrs.  Saunderson, 
Macquarrie,  and  Co.,  were  more  liable  to  (be 
contingency  of  failure,  than  the  three  per  cent 
Consols. 

On  his  death  he  had  bequeathed  the  whole 
of  hiii  fortune  to  his  wife,  who,  impressed  by  a 
similar  confidence  in  the  stability  of  her  agents, 
bad  continued  to  live  up  to  her  full  income. 
But  itie  bubble  at  length  burst;  and  one  fine 
utoming,  the  wag  courteously  and  delicately 
infornted,  by  her  man  of  busitiess,  that  the 
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his    thirty  thoasand    a-year,    and  viscount's 
«oroii«t? 

But  let  not  the  reader  do  injustice  to  the 
feelings  of  our  heroine  ;  she  was  not  daxzled 
by  tlte  liiKtre  of  his  rank,  or  captivated  by  the 
Iciigib  of  his  rent-roll.  As  far  n.i  her  personal 
wiitlies  were  concerned,  no  fair  visionary,  yet 
unskilled  in  the  vulgar  and  material  realities 
of  hfe,  could  more  enthuMastkrally  appreciate 
the  deUghts  of  lovo  in  a  cottage.  But  her 
aflection  for  the  amiable  being  to  irhom  she 
was  indebted  for  every  blessing  which  had  yet 
fallen  to  her  share,  forbade  Iter  to  I)e«itnte  in 
a  case  which  presented  nothing  hut  an  alter- 
native of  penury;  and  her  acceptance  of  Lord 
Belvedere  became  in  her  eyes  so  decided  a 
duty,  that  it  ceased  almost  lo  be  a  sacrifice. 

And  yet  it  was  a  sacrifice,  though  not  a 
degrading  one.  She  did  not  indeed  love  him, 
for  girls  of  seventeen  do  not  fall  in  love  with 
gi>ntlemen  of  fifty. — But  she  did  not  love 
elsewhere;  and  though  Lord  Belvedere   was 
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union  of  kenru,  than  a  mutual  feeling  gf 
hostility,  but  too  often  springing  from  pn- 
judice,  and  nourished  by  misrepresentation. 

We  toe  greatly  tempted  to  illustrate  this 
our  view  of  the  question,  by  sundry  fancifiil 
and  newij/'dUcotered  analogies,  geometrical, 
physical,  and  metaphysical  ;^-«uch  as  the  meet- 
ing of  extremes;  llie  unchangeable  distance  of 
p«rallcl  lines;  the  ultimate  subsidence  and 
perfect  amslgamation  of  certain  solutions,  after 
the  furious  tempest  of  efTervescetH^  which 
signalizes  their  first  conjunction,  as  contrasted 
with  the  behaviour  of  those  two  well-behaved 
and  inoffensive  li<piids,  oil  and  water,  which, 
although  they  make  no  noise  about  the  matter, 
and  exhibit  no  signs  of  irritation  when  brouglit 
into  contact,  have  never  yet  been  known  to 
tmite.  But  wc  are  rather  cautious  how  wc 
enlarge  upon  such  subjects,  being  well  aware, 
in  the  first  place,  that  our  own  particular 
cranium  exhibits  but  a  very  feeble  develop- 
ment of  the  mutheniiiliail  organ,  and  si'condly, 
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perfection,  and  worthy  to  be  citvd  m  an  cx- 
iiniple  to  all  ladies  who  may  be  similarly 
circumstanced. 

'  It  is  difficult  to  discover  why  the  ancients, 
in  tlieir  eUjitic  system  of  polytheism,  thought 
proper  to  asstgn  to  the  sitmc  diviiuly,  the 
guardianship  of  r<:iiijile  purity,  and  the  super- 
inlendnncc  of  the  boiiterou*  exercise  of  llie 
chane.  Waa  ttt  that  by  a  delicate  and  re- 
fined compliment  to  the  fair  of  those  days, 
they  considered  her  first^mentioned  oGGce  as 
virtually  a  sinecure,  and  added  the  venatorial 
attributes  to  her  more  truly  celestial  character, 
out  of  respect  to  some  mythulogical  economist 
of  the  cM  gauche,  who  might  be  disposed  to 
rcDHidel  the  cabinet  of  Olympui,  upon  the 
principles  of  Joseph  Ilunie?  Or,  was  it  not 
rather  that  her  authority  *'  id  the  field," 
might  enable  her  us  ehu  saw  ttt,  to  re- 
ward the  faithful,  and  puntth  the  fulac  votaries 
of  her  purer  and  more  htdlowcd  ahiine  T  If 
we  incline  to  this  latter  hypothesis,  wc  shall 
be  justified  in  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  owing 
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prchensive  code  of  social  decorum  could  sup* 
ply.  Wild  all  lier  amiabilily  of  deportment 
and  Mweetncss  of  countenance,  there  wan  lliat 
about  her  which  at  once  checked  the  iidviincet 
of  the  most  impudent,  and  paralyied  the  ef> 
forts  of  the  inoHt  designing; — a  certain  (juiel 
dignity  of  demeanour,  aa  remote  from  prudery 
as  it  was  hostile  to  Atrtalion:— an  additional 
charm  of  manner  which  heightens  the  feeling, 
whil«  it  restrains  l)io  expression  of  our  ho- 
mngc,  and  never  sutlers  admiration  to  gel 
the  better  of  respect. 

Amongst  the  crowd  of  her  adorers  th<-re 
WM,  however,  one  whose  devotion,  ihougli 
less  o|icnly  proclaimed,  had  assumed  a  inoro 
serious  form  than  the  idolatry  of  most  of  his 
brother  wor»hip)K-rs,  for  his  vicwn  were  deci- 
dedly matrimonial.  Fully  aware  of  the  mn- 
sequenoea  of  a  second  marriage  lo  her 
in  a  finaucial  point  of  view,  he  had  re- 
solved to  lay  Ilia  fortutie  and  coronet  nt 
her  feet. 
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plUhed,  and  (he  fwhion ;  in  short,  a  necessary 
evil  in  its  most  mitigsted  form. 

The  apccies  of  relationship  which  existed 
between  them,  gare  him  many  fncilities  of  in- 
tercourse with  Lady  Bekederc  which  he  could 
not  have  otherwise  obtained,  and  of  these  he 
gladly  availed  hiinselfi  but  he  was  too  cau- 
tious to  risk  his  altimaie  success  by  any  pre- 
tnature  dcclaratton  of  his  sentiD>ents;  and,  for 
the  |>rcsent,  he  was  content  to  mask  under  the 
aembUnDG  of  friendship  and  kinsmanly  regard, 
those  advftnccs  which  he  hoped  would  lead  in 
the  sequel  to  a  far  more  intimate  and  endear- 
ing connexion. 

niiat  were  his  cbancea  of  success,  the 
reader  may  perhaju  divine  from  what  he 
already  knows ;  but  if  his  penetration  be  at 
fault,  he  must  make  up  his  mind  to  await  the 
regular  development  of  these  and  sundry  other 
matters  in  the  course  of  the  narratire  which 
we  arc  about  to  resume.  We  return  to  Lady 
Beli-edcrc  and  her  Oiwra-box. 


9S 


HARRY   CALVBRLev. 


This,  however,  froni  llie  conspicuous  posi- 
tion of  her  box,  and  her  geiterally  acknow- 
ledged claims  to  admiration,  was  too  common 
tin  occurrence  to  excite  her  particular  notice; 
—but  amongst  the  numerous  specimens  of  llie 
"  human  face  divine,"  of  which  she  ut  tlie 
moment,  enjoyed  u  bird'«-eye  view,  tlie  wa« 
rather  startled  to  obitervc  the  countenance  of 
the  identical  gentkmnn  who  had  appeared  to 
watch  her  so  closely  at  the  Britisli  Gallery, 
and  who  was  now  evidently  resuming  his  runo< 
tiona  of  taciturn  observation,  not,  as  befitted 
the  place  and  occasion,  ihrough  lorguon, 
largnetle,  or  Devonshire,  but  positively  and 
unequivocally  gazing,  not  to  say  ntnring,  to 
the  full  extent  of  a  couple  of  huge,  dark  eyes, 
which  to  poor  Lady  Belvedere's  excited  ima- 
gination, gleamed  like  tho&e  of  a  basilisk. 
His  outward  man  had  undergone  a  change 
analogous  to  the  scene  and  the  hour.  But  n 
Mt  of  the  most  co*lly  shirt-breast-buttons,  a 
crimson  and  gold  brocaded  under-waistcoat, 
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door.  Her  apprehensionB  returned,  and  l)ic 
relief  to  her  nerves  was  unspeakAble,  when 
in  walked, — uot  the  inconnu, — but  our  friend 
Harry  Calverley. 

"  Alwie,  lady  fair?"  uid  our  liero.  "  It  ta 
eomcu-liat  rare  to  find  the  ditinity  in  the  tem- 
plet aotl  no  worshippers  at  the  shrine ! — But  I 
am  early  at  my  devotions." 

"  Because  there  is  not  « landing-room  in  (he 
pit,  I  suppose,"  said  Lady  Belvedere,  laugh- 
ing. "  1  am,  however,  unusually  solitary  to- 
night;— for  the  fair  Julia  has  disappointed 
me.  Lady  Dorking  has  a  dinner-party,  and 
her  prexenee  was  de  rigueur.  But  she  has 
secured  tlie  escort  of  one  of  her  brothers,  as 
soon  as  propriety  will  allow  her  to  make  her 
escape, — and  I  expect  her  here  long  before 
the  btillet. — How  divine  Pasta  is  to-night  1 " 

"  Very — that  is,  I  conclude  so.  For  to  say 
the  truth,  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  note.  I 
have  been  dining  wilh  my  mother,  at  Hamp< 
ton  Court,  and  only  rode  up  lialf-an-hour  ago. 
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bathing, — fur  fear  of  (tliftrks  and  crocodiles,— 
ngaiiut  bunting,  for  fear  of  ligcrs, — ngainst 
eating  and  drinlung,  for  fear  of  s  uliole  liou 
of  dixcaHes  that  follow  in  thv  train  of  such 
reprehensible  imltilgcncet ; — but  above  all— 
and  in  this,  the  mateninl  eloquence  wa«  moxt 
ktrenunuflljr  exerted, — against  fulling  in  love 
with  any  of  the  fair  dainsclft,  who  are  annually 
»e»t  out  to  those  niatrintoiiial  regions,  uith  n 
view  to  such  contingencies." 

"  Upon  ray  word,"  said  Lady  Beltedpre, 
"  I  cannot  say  that  in  your  estimate  of  pcHlit, 
you  exhibit  much  of  the  Hpirit  of  chivalry.  In 
the  good  old  times,  a  true  knight  thought  it 
bia  duty  to  encounter  all  the  dragons  that 
CBHie  in  his  way, — for  the  sake  of  come  fair 
lady  i — but  note,  it  appears,  the  lady  herself  is 
a  more  formidable  monster  than  all  the  croco- 
diles in  the  Ganges,  or  all  tlic  tigers  in  the 
junglf." 

"  You  will  recollect  (hat  I  am  enumerating 
the  apprehensions  of  others, — not  my  own," 
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rety — extraordinary. — So  uncxpecWd — I  must 
beg  you  lo  recollect. — " 

"I  do — I  do!" — interrupted  Harry,  with 
velicmence.  "  I  recollect  every  lliing !  Much 
that  I  sliould  wish — much  tliat  it  i«  my  duty 
to  forget !  I  know  tlint,  circumstanced  as  I 
am — as  we  both  are — It  is  madness — or  worse 
than  madneu  to  allude  tliu«  ot>cnly  to  Tecling* 
wtitcli  it  were  now  hopeless  lo  indulge.  But 
ruined  and  dcspiiinng  as  I  am  1 — about  to 
carry  my  withered  hopes  and  desperate  for- 
tune*  to  climcit  far  distant — from  wlicncv  I 
may  never  return — can  you  blame  me,  if  I 
seize  this  first — tbia  last  opportunity,  to  tell 
you — ^how  fondly — how  devotedly — how  hope- 
lessly I  love  you ! " 

For  a  moment  she  answered  not — but  her 
look  was  filed — her  countenance  pale  as  death. 
At  length,  by  a  violent  effort,  she  recovered  a 
■uSicient  degree  of  compoffure  to  venture  on 
a  reply, — the  assumed  calmness  and  dignity  of 
which  were  sadly  at  variance  with  the  tremu- 


100 


HARRY    CALVEKLEY. 


to  LmBgine  (hut  I  could  obtain  your  regard ; 
but,  1  confess  it  had  never  occurred  to  mc 
thut  1  could  be  tile  object  of  >our  scorn, — 
that  tJie  expression  of  my  devoted  attaclimviit 
could  be  considered  us  an  insult ! — But  enough ! 
I  solicit  your  pardon  for  my  temerity,  and  will 
no  longer  nniioy  you  by  tny  presence. — Fare- 
well."— So  saying  lie  moved  to  the  door. 

"  Stay ! "  exclaimed  Lady  Belvedere,  in 
great  agitation,  "  one  moment !  You  have 
misunderstood  mc! — It  was  not  my  wish — you 
know  well — you  muti  know,  it  was  not — to 
hurl  your  feelings! — If  I  liarc  done  so — I  ask 
your  forgiveness ;  but  you  should  make  allow- 
ance for  my  situation !  You  bave  yourself  said 
tliiit  such  ihoughts  are  ntaditess — that  it  is 
hopeless  to  indulge  tliem!— Why — why  then, 
distress  both  yourself  and  me  by  giving  them 
ulteraDCe?" 

"  You  are  right  I "  said  be,  after  a  iuiu»e, 
"  and  I  am  alone  to  blame — 1  should  have 
carrii^  my  secret  to  the  grave — at  least  if  that 
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"  Dearest  Lady  Belvedere!"  exdnimed 
CRlvericy,  cngcrlj-  seizing  the  hand  wliich  the 
held  out  to  him  in  token  of  forgiveness,  and 
detuning  it  wiiliin  both  his,  in  8[>ite  of  the  not 
very  vigorous  efforts  she  made  to  release  it : 
'*  Dearest  Lady  Belvedere ! — that  assurance 
will  be  the  only  gleam  of  comfort — the  oo]y 
ray  of  hope  which  my  forlorn  prospects  will 
admit,  and  if  ever — " 

What  might  b«  the  nature,  object,  or  pro- 
bable result  of  Calverley's  hypotlietical  contin- 
gency, we  are  unfortunately  unable  to  ascer- 
tain :  for  at  that  precise  moment,  the  box- 
keeper's  key  was  again  heard  to  turn  in  the 
lock, — and  our  heroine  had  biircly  time  to 
snatch  away  her  hand,  and  nsiunie  an  attitude 
of  profound  attention  to  the  busineu  of  tlie 
scene, — while  our  hero  began  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  the  libretto  with  a  degree  of  energy 
and  peraeverance  perfectly  incomprehensible 
during  the  execution  of"  Giomo  d'Orror,"— 
ere  the  curtain  was  drawn  aside,  and  rcve«led 
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of  very  ericlettf  hnnds,  whose  ruddy  and  chil- 
blainvd  iiKi>cct  wax  rendered  all  tho  more  con- 
spicuous by  die  tun|uoisi'  rings  that  adorned  a 
flnger  of  each. 

"  Here  I  wn  at  last,  tny  dear  Cnr*,"  ex- 
elaiincd  Juliaj  "  I  thuuglit  1  should  never 
have  got  an-ay.  How  do,  CttptaJti  Cadver- 
leyt  Such  a  stupid  dinner,  my  dear — you 
have  no  idea  !    Was  it  not,  John  !" 

"  Confoundedly  bo,  indeed,"  respondetl ' 
John,  aetlling  his  shirt-collar,  and  bowing 
bodily  from  the  hip-joint  as  he  was  recog- 
nised by  Lady  Belvedere,  while  hie  whole 
face  assumed  the  hue  of  the  curtains,  in 
spite  of  his  strenuous  endeavours  to  avoid 
so  humiliating  an  evidence  of  timidity ;  "  but," 
added  be,  «ith  a  sudtleii  flash  of  diaintot- 
tara,  resulting  from  the  courage  of  dcepnir, 
"  a  dinner  party,  unless  when  particularly 
'  well  selected, — now,  really,  what  you  would 
call  Inen  ekoitie, — is  always  tuch  a  bore  I" 
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Belvedere,  scarcely  knowing  what  she  said, 
but  ansiniu  to  say  somcUiing. 

"  No — nol  very,"  answcntl  Jtilia ;  "  twelre, 
1  believe  |  but  it  wns  insuflcrably  dull.  A  set 
of  drowsy  elderly  [leoplcl  no  generftl  con- 
versation. The  only  loUrably  young  person 
vu  CapUia  Lumley ;  and  he  was  so  siilky, 
he  nerer  opened  bis  lips  the  whole  day, 
except  to  speak  to  that  old  wretch,  Madame 
dc  Stackclbcrg — you  know  bow  I  hate  ber; 
and  tlial  drony,  ceremonious,  prosy  husband 
of  her's !  Huw  eery  iCnpid  all  the  corps  di- 
ptomaliqvf  are  just  now  1  Do  you  not  think 
so.  Captain  Calvcrloy  T" 

"  ^Vhy,  renily,"  said  our  hero,  laughing, 
"  1  ain  ftfnkid  I  can  ecurccly  eubscribe  to  ho 
•weo{Hng  a  censure  on  so  distinguished  a 
class.  If  such  on  idea  were  to  get  abroad, 
I  ahoulrl  fear  it  might  endanger  the  stability  f 
of  those  *  (Kendly  rdalMns,"  of  which  we 
never  fail  to  bear  in  Uis  Majesty's  speech.'' 

"  Oh,  I  ant  sure  1  do  not  know  any  thing 
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aboat  Out;  but  I  do  know  that  I  bare  been 
■itiinf;  at  dinner  next  to  Count  Borcnoff,  tt 
^ejcn  at  pour  la  tie!" 

"  W^ell,"  said  John,  "  now  that  I  bare 
ddiveretl  you  into  tafe  euotody,  Julia,  I  be- 
tiere  1  must  wish  you  gfwU'nightt  aa  I  hav« 
all  lorta  of  engageaienu  this  evening.  Ladj 
Belvedere  will  hare  the  goodneiii  to  take 
charge  of  you,  I  dare  say." 

"  Oh,  certainly  I"  raid  Lady  Belvedere;  "  I 
will  undertake  to  deliver  her  ufcly  in  Bnilon 
iKneC- 

"  But  why  mutt  you  run  away,  John  *."  said 
KHm  Caryl.    "  You  nurcly  mean  to  ttay  fur 

"  Oh,  yea!  But  there  are  ao  many  people 
Wt  I  n>ust  look  in  upon." 

"  Oil,  nonsense!  Now  do  rtay  where  you 
srr,  like  a  good  boyi  You  are  not  offended 
by  my  (jututing  you,  arc  youT  You  know  1 
mean   nothing    by  it,  Johnny,  to  don't    be 
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litis  ctpo«tulation,  accompanied  by  a  play- 
All  Up  of  the  fan  on  bis  cheek,  called  up  a 
Bttll  deeper  suffuuon  into  the  face  of  the 
devoted  John.  But  it  wa«  the  hue  of  mau- 
vaue  honte,  not  of  anger;  for  he  laughed 
good-humouredly,  and  said, 

"  Ob,  Ja  t  jrou  know  I  am  never  croKS  with 
yo«,-  and  I  nm  sure  you  may  quiz  me  as  much 
u  ever  you  pluixc;  but  I  mu<t  go,  indeed, 
for  I  am  to  aup  at  Mrs.  Aln-yn's ;  and  I  want 
to  ae«  her,  (o  expbtin  why  I  did  not  send 
an  answer  to  her  invitation.    Good  night '." 

So  saying,  be  made  his  escape. 

"  There  now !"  exclaimed  Mis*  Caryl;  "  I 
knew  exactly  how  il  was! — it  is  too  badt 
That  odious  Mrs.  Alwyn!  Think  of  her  in* 
viling  that  boy  to  her  tupperal" 

"  But,  I  assure  you,"  siiid  Cnlvcrley,  laugh- 
ing, "  they  are  very  good,  and,  sometimes, 
very  pleasant  suppers.  ^\'hy  should  you  ob- 
ject to  her  inviting  your  brotlicr?" 

"  Oh,  you  know  very  well,  Captain  Calver- 


ley.  llwt  borrUl  woman  and  her  wt  arc  enough 
lo  ruin  any  young  niui.  It  ta  so  provoking  t 
You  bavc  no  idea  hovr  wrctclicd  it  maket 
ouRia,  to  find  that  (he  haa  cnltitt-d  tJiat  cbtli) 
ia  ber  traia*" 

"  He  seems  a  very  nice  young  man,"  said 
Harry ;  "  and  we  must  hope  that  lie  will  be 
able  to  take  care  of  hiin»eir." 

"  I  do  assure  you  he  a  the  beat  crenturc 
in  the  world,  if  he  were  in  good  handx,  (wor 
dearl  which  makes  it  alt  the  more  vexatiiiun. 
You  know  he  in  the  youngest  of  (be  fAtnily, 
io  one  u  naturally  anxiouii  about  him.  Hut 
what  can  we  do?  We  must  think  ourselvea 
lucky  now  if  be  does  not  get  into  all  sorts 
of  scrapes,  like  liis  brotherSf  before  we  can 
contrive  to  send  bim  out  to  Vienna." 

"  Are  you  going  lo  make  a  fHftlomatti  of 
bim?'' enquired  Lady  Belvedere. 

"  Yesl — if  vro  cnn !  but  thow  people  at 
tbe  Foreign  Office  are  so  tiresome  I  We  wish 
particuUrly,  to  get  hmi  aliacbed  to  the  cm- 
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bassy  at  Vicnnn,  because  hi*  coufiin  Tremnyne 
IB  there,  and   miglit  look  after  liim  a  IHtle ; 
but  Lord  ?•••••••••  ia  very  sulky  about 

it ;  for,  you  know,  Dorking  teould  vote  againat 
the  Reform  Bill,  so  that  he  really  haa  no 
claim  upon  them." 

To  what  extent  Mis«  Caryl  might  hare 
thought  proper  to  enlighten  them  on  the 
subject  of  the  family  plans  and  pohticst  ■' 
is  impossible  to  say;  but  the  entrance  of 
Count  Kodiilph  Piccolomini,  a  diplomatic  iU' 
gant,  and  Air.  Bubb  Tomkyits,  an  indivi- 
dual rated  in  the  bachelor  list,  A  Vuaage  de» 
chaperons,  as  an  eUgtbie  of  the  first  clan, 
diverted  the  ideas  of  the  communicative  Julia 
into  a  new  channel;  and  our  huro,  eomHNr 
de  raitmi,  look  Ids  departure. 

As  be  pataed  along  the  lobby,  his  atten- 
tion waa  attracted  by  a  periton  who  waa  evi- 
dently catechising  one  of  the  box-keepers, 
with  much  ea^mess  and  pcraererance,  as  to 
the  proprietors  and  oociipants  of  the  line  of 
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boxeB   near   which   they   stood.     It  wu  do 
ottiR  tlun  our  "  myiiterioiu  strnDg^.'* 

e  Cerberus,  however,  was  rullier  sulky; 
lout  hit  answen  were  rogue  und  unialis- 
h/etary. 

"I  don't  know,  I'm  Bure,  lir;  there's  no 
laying  firom  that  description.  There  you 
hate  the  ladies*  names  on  atl  t&em  boxes. 
(■  Box-keeper t  No.  231'— '  Coitiing,  air!*) 
It  nay  be  Lady  Frances  Markhaiu,  or  Lady 
ChalFont.  sir;  or  Mr*.  Finch,  or  Lady  Be)- 
Ttdere;  it  1>  bnpossible  to  say,  without  you 
can  tell  me  the  very  box.  ('  Box-keeper  I 
dte  Duchess  oF  Jedburgh's  box  I'}  Coming, 
my  lord!"  and  he  ran  oft'. 

Culvcrley  was  in  no  uood  to  enjoy  either 
the  tragic  sublimity  of  Pasta,  or  the  aylph- 
Uke  gmoe  of  Taglionl ;  but  be  was  unwill- 
ing to  leave  the  theatre  while  there  was  a 
chance  of  bis  aervices  being  accepted  in  c»- 
eortbg  Lady  Belvedere  to  licr  carriage ;  and 
if  even,   as  waa  probable,  her  party  roiglu 
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be  too  welt  supplied  vrith  bt^aujr  to  iMM-'d  his 
Bssistance,  he  could  not  make  up  \m  mind 
lo  low  the  opportunity  of  seeing  her  again 
on  her  vay  out. 

He,  therefore,  threw  hinwelf  on  one  of  the 
Ottomans  in  the  round  room,  from  which 
he  could  command  a  view  of  Lady  lk-lve« 
dere's  box,  determined  there  to  await  the 
conclusion  of  the  performance ;  and  it  may 
well  be  imagined  that,  aAer  what  bad  oc> 
curredr  he  had  quite  sufficient  occupation  in 
hia  own  reflections  to  while  Hway  the  in- 
terval. 

These  reflections  were  not  altogether  of  a 
desponding  character.  In  spite  of  the  spe- 
cies of  reproof  which  the  words  of"  I-ady  IJd- 
vedvre  svctned  to  convey,  her  manner  cer- 
tainly encoura^d  the  conclusion,  that  the  did 
not  absolutely  vtew  him  witli  indifierence. 
Her  visible  agitation,  her  anxiety  to  remove 
Irom   his   mind    all    feeling  of  oSence,    and, 
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olb«r,  before  the  bligliling  in6uencc  of  mia- 
fortune,  or  the  wand  of  the  arch  disen- 
chantcr,  Time) 

Our  hero  was,  however,  soon  rouDccI  from 
his  reverie  by  tai  individual  flinging  himself 
nearly  at  full-length  on  a  neighbouring  ot1i>- 
man,  with  a  momentunt  (hat  produced  a  8710- 
pathetic  vibration,  like  (he  slight  shock  of 
on  earthquake,  in  erery  object  within  a  con- 
siderable circumference  ;  (he  abrupt  movement 
m  question  being  coupled  with  a  sigh  which 
might  have  Nerrc<]  us  the  oUtgaio  accompa- 
niment to  the  descent  of  a  paviour'a  ramrod, 
Calrcrlcy  turned  to  examine  the  cause  of  tbta 
commotion,  and  again  rccognsied  the  oriental 
nii)>cct  of  our  inquiflitivc  friend. 

"  Poor  man !"  thought  Cuivcrley.  "  Hit 
tiver,  or  i>erhiips  hii  digestion,  is  sadly  de- 
ranged. But  he  might  nevertheless  have 
some  consideration  for  the  foundations  of  the 
house,  and  the  nerves  of  bis  neighbours.  If 
people  are    suffering    from    dyapeptia   to  so 
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a  look  of  intense  anguish ;  and  even  at  the 
clietance  from  which  Calverley  made  his  ob- 
Mrvation,  r  tear  might  be  seen  to  steal  down 
the  wasted  and  furrowed  cheek  of  the  stranger. 
Hut  whatever  it  might  be  which  thus  excited 
hid  Mcnsilrilities, — aiier  a  little  timu,  ho  thrust 
it  hastily  into  bis  boM)u,  and  starting  from  his 
sent,  paced  the  room  with  rn[)i<l  footsteps,  nnd 
no  xe])hyr>likc  tread. 

Harry  waa  both  iturprised  and  interevted  by 
the  behaviour  of  the  unknown ;  for  though 
bo  had  read  of  gentlemen  wearing  aii  as- 
pect:— 

"  A*  lijwnu  in  love  tiiay  ba  fftncicd  to  look," 

thia  WHS  the  flrat  time  he  bad  ever  eeei 
genuine  "  Bengal  tiger"  in  a  fit  of  ihc  senti- 
uentald ! 

With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  ten- 
dency to  excessive  decoration  which  his  toilet 
displayed,  so  characteristic  of  the  newly 
imported   l:)ast  Indian,  there   was  nothing  of  J 
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in  the  appearance  of  our  lajrateriouit 

UU  li^iiro  waH  tull  and  commntKlini; ; 

Ui  Entufts  wrrc  arintocradc,  and  lib  whole 

ur  uu)  tnMitior   spoke    of  gcotle  blood  nod 

pMtkiu)  habits.      Ilia    high   expansive   fore- 

hnd,  tlw  contour  of  which  was  more  cleurly 

Jcfated  from  the  scantim-n  of  llw  hair  in  its 

fidnil;,  would  have  been  a  gloriaut  sIqiJ}'  Tor 

■  phrcnologUt ;  bis  Roman  noae  would  liave 

«ui)|ilie<l  Lavater  with  amplu  mat«ri)i1t  for  n 

phjrsiatpKimical    lecture.   Iii«    full,   dark,    ex- 

jimtivecye.  wa*  evidently  formed  "  to  Ihreaten 

•dJ  conmAiKl,"  and  Ins  t.-ounlenanc«  was  gcnc- 

n]l|    indicative    uf   ioleiU-diul     power    and 

mfiOftgy  uf  rharnctrr. 

Bui  Calverle\'a  atleation  wn>  *oon  called 
from  the  rctileu  naboli,  b>  tltc  entrance 
of  I^nl  ISelvedere  and  another  fjentletnan 
tnto  tbe  vi»couDleaB*8  boXi  and  tiie  conxe- 
quect  ofacuaiioti  of  the  place,  by  the  prcrious 
itDf  Count  Hodulfli  t'iceolotoini,  and 
Mr.  UubbTomk)n«. 
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These  two  worthies  now  sauntercid  into  the 
round-room,  which  was  gradually  losing  its 
tlesertetl  appearance;  a  few  straggling  /-/^ 
gana  hnving  taken  refuge  there,  from  the  heat 
nf  tlte  house,  and  the  etmiii  of  a  coo-often 
repented  ballet. 

"  Quelle  chaleur !"  eiclairaed  tbe  Count. 
*'OHiiotiff'er 

"  D'hontteurl  on  «'y  saurmt  lemrT  respond- 
ed Mr.  Bubb  Tomkyna,  in  an  affected  lone, 
and  verj-  loud,  in  order  that  all  within  enr-ahut 
■night  he  duly  sensible  of  the  Parisian  accu- 
racy of  Km  pronunciation.  But  fcariiil  of 
huiarding  bis  weU-eamed  reputation  by  any 
)U|>crfluous  display  of  bis  acquirements  as  » 
iinguifrt,  he  continued  in  English  : — 

"  Pretty  little  person,  that— the  BeWi— nW- 
rc  pat,  comte  t 

"  Pordoji .'"  said  the  count,  "  who  you 
mean  V 

"  Why,  la  pHite  vieomteue,  whom  we  ha^e 
just  left,"  said  Tomkyns. 
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rotttre ;  —  <Int  you  vill  all  be  nnble :  car  enfin, 
tout  le  monde  have  deir  Caisson,  dcir  armoiriea 
— (le  Ihriei"  "  Mais  vout,  par  exemple,  men 
cher  Bobb" cnnimvteA  the  count,  with  real  or 
vreU-ae>uin»l  itimplk-ity ;  Tor  the  slight  rurl  o\ 
the  Hp>  lurking  under  his  moualache,  made  the 
extent  of  hia  ignorance  somcn-hat  probtetna- 
ticnl.  "  Voia  iiV/«  pna  Baron;  Mats  row 
tloNte,  vona  fites  noble  ?     A"  'eti  ec  ]}at  ?  " 

The  nntcrtf  of  this  (|iicEtuin  whs  exiron;oly 
gr.ittfying  to  the  hy-«tnnt!cr«.  non;c  of  whom 
were  tulerahly  arqunintetl  with  ihp  ptclN'bn 
orij|;in  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
and  could  tc^rcely  ri'frain  from  an  audible 
tiltpr,  n»  Mr.  Bubb  Tomltjnd,  btushln;,'  (o 
tlie  roots  of  his  hair,  replied:  — 

"  Why— ns  to  that— uin — of  couriie  —  iim 
— you  kuoM',  Je  guit  Irit-bon  genlilftomrne." 

"  Ah,"  resumed  the  persevering  and  ana- 
IjrtieKl  count,  "  J'eHlentlt.—gcnt'MomtHe  — 
mais  non  pas  ffrand  teigaevr  /  " 

TliJB  was  too  much  for  ihe  gravity  of  tlic 
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mlotmMge,  sod  particulnrlj  of  Lamle)',  wlio 
h«d  just  cntereJ  tli«  room,  and  was  attracted  Uy 
tbe  singular  train  of  con'rcrMition,  cnrned  on 
w  it  was  in  uniMually  loud  tone*,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  TomkjnK,  from  an  anxiety  to  diaplajr 
hii^ivry,  and  occuaiorially  his  Pretich, — and 
OD  tfaat  of  tbe  count,  from  an  eagernca  to 
male  hitneclf  understood  to  n  language  which 
be  spoke  itnperfcetl]'. 

"  My  dear  Tomkym!"  exctuinicd  Lumley. 
sfler  iadulgiiig  in  a  rt^ular  burst  of  merri- 
ment,  in  which  be  was  partially  joined  by  (he 
people  in  hta  neighbourhood,  "  what  is  all 
this  about?  Are  you  actuuUy  perfumtiiig 
Mcpliistophcles  to  Count  Piccolomini'*  Faust, 
or  canvassing  lo  b«  made  a  canon  of  Stni- 
bourg? — My  dear  count,  in  the  pride  of  your 
prc-adamilt!  pedigree,  you  should  really  have 
•otn*  compaMlon  for  the  feelings  of  our  finan* 
cial  orutocrac)',  ai>d  nut  be  so  minutely  inqui- 
sitorial." 

**  Oh,"  said  Tonkyna,   with  an  indignant 
voi^  I.  o 
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toaa  of  the  Iiead,  "  I  shall  hand  the  count 
over  to  you,  and  he  nay  enquire  about  your 
elaiins  to  anccetrj-,  if  lie  thinks  proper. — Fi- 
nancial  uriitocracy,  indeed !"  added  lie  in  nn 
under  tone. 

"  If  he  wishes  to  do  so,  most  noble  Bubb  t" 
rejoined  Lumley,  "  I  will  safe  him  the  trou- 
ble, by  assuring  hiin  that  I  know  little  and 
care  less  about  the  matter.  I  had  once  a 
grandfather,  who  was  euch  a  confounded  bore, 
that  hia  ac<(uaintanc«  extinguished  all  my  ar- 
dour for  genealogical  research,  and  1  have 
cut  all  my  ancestors  in  compliment  to  him." 

This  declaration  produced  a  general  laugh, 
and  afforded  Mr.  Bubb  Toinkyns  an  oppor- 
tunity of  subxiiiiiig  into  hia  usual  6tate  of  itelf- 
complacent  coxcombry. 

"  So,"  said  the  count>  recurring  to  tlie  ohi 
topic, — for  he  greatly  admired  Lady  BeKo- 
derc's  jointure,  and  waa  not  aware  of  its  evft> 
nesceiit  character, — "  Miladi  is  roturiiref" 

"  Why,  really."  said  Tomkyna,  "  it  is  diffi- 
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"  (Test  dommage-'"  said  tlic  count.  Mais, 
e'ett  igal! — eUe  ett  tris^oiic,  et  fori  aim- 
able." 

"  Uitipbl  —  pretty  well  as  to  iUaX,"  cud 
Tomkym,  who  wm  rather  dissatisfied  wttli 
the  sliare  of  her  ladyship's  notice  which  he 
had  obtained,  on  that  particular  evening) 
"  she  can  be  agreeable  enough,  when  she 
thinks  proper, — but  she  is  a  moat  egregious 
flirt." 

The  application  of  ■  lighted  match  to  a 
train  of  gunpowder,  could  not  have  producer) 
a  more  inslnnlancoos  ignition,  than  did  the 
remark  of  the  unconscioua  Tomkyns,  acting 
on  the  temper  of  our  hero,  which  wax,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  n  highly  combustible  statcj— 
and  if  the  simile,  a»  we  rather  fear,  be  more 
accurate  than  original,  we  mu^l  only  claim  ilie 
indulgence  of  the  reader,  for  the  use  of  a 
hackneyed  illustration,  in  favour  of  its  supe- 
rior applicability,  compared  with  any  which 
our  memory  or  imagination  can  supply. 
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CnlTcrtey  started  up  from  his  k«I,  luid 
with  a  countenance  pale  from  nge,  addressed 
Mf'  Tomkytu  in  no  very  g«ntle  (one: — 

"  Allow  mc  to  enquire,  tir,  of  whom  you 
u«  fpeaking?" 

"  Sir?"  exclaimed  the  astonished  Tomlcyns, 
opening  bia  gooseberry  cyea  to  their  utnioBt 
diiiten*Km. 

"  t  rcqtiMt  to  know,  air,"  continued  Cal- 
rerley,  with  increased  Tebenience,  "  of  what 
tody  you  think  proper  to  speak  in  such  diare- 
ipectful  (ermst" 

"  And  /,  sir,"  said  Tomkyns,  "  request  to 
know  by  what  right  or  authority  you  presume 
to  enquire  into  the  subject  of  my  private  con- 
vcrsalMin." 

"  If  you  tliink  It  expedient,  sir,  to  extend 
ihe  benefit  of  your  privale  conversation  to 
the  whiilc  room,  and  in  so  doing,  to  inAke 
th«  character  of  ■  lady  the  subject  of  mnlig- 
oant  and  ilanderotks  comment,  you  must  lake 
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tlie  consequences.  1  now  ttak  you,  Bir, — was 
that  last  observation  of  yours  intended  to  a|)- 
ply  to  Lady  Belvedere!" 

Mr,  Rubb  TomkyuE  was  nn  sss  and  a  cox- 
comb, but  lie  was  not  a  coward.  No  man, 
however,  is  much  f^atifiod  by  finding  himaelf 
on  tlie  verge  of  a  quarrel  brought  on  by  his 
own  foUy;  more  especially  when,  as  in  the 
present  case,  he  is  conscious  of  having  made 
an  unjuslifiablc  assertion,  and  indulged  liis 
rancorous  feelings  at  tho  expense  of  truth. 

It  was  this  unpleasant  conviction  that  made 
Tomkyns  hesitate  for  a  f«w  moments  ore  he 
replied: — 

"  If  I  decline  answering  your  question,  sir, 
it  is  not  thnt  I  have  any  apprehension  of  the 
awful  consequences  you  hint  at;  but  because 
I  Uugh  at  your  tlireats,  and  defy  your  indig- 
nation.— If  you  persist  iii  your  enquiries,  you 
do  it  at  your  peril!" 

"  Then,  sir,"  said  Calverley  in  a  loud  voice, 
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and  with  s  BKUt  minacious  Mpect — "  give  mo 
Imtc  to  tell  you" 

But  Lumley,  who  had  witnotMd  the  wltol« 
Inawction,  and  not  being  himtelf  in  love  wiili 
Lady  Belvedere,  could  not  at  all  compreliend 
why  CaWeriey  (bought  it  necessary  tu  stand 
fenh  as  her  champion, — particularly  in  a  cue 
where  her  name  had  not  been  mentionedi — 
interrupted  thi*  rxprcssion  of  his  ire,  and 
seizing  him  by  the  arm,  endeavoured  to  draw 
him  away  troro  the  acene  of  action. 

"  For  God's  sake,  Calrerley,"  said  he,  "  arc 
you  modf  What  doee  all  thia  mean?  It  it 
the  veticat  Quixotism !" 

But  Iwfore  he  had  lime  to  conclude  liia 
rvRioiutrsnces,  the  appearance  of  the  fair 
caoac  of  the  fracas,  iasuiiig  from  licr  box, 
under  the  escort  of  Lord  Belvedere,  and  fol- 
lowed by  Mtna  Caryl  and  Captain  Wymlbam, 
produced  on  tbc  warring  elements  of  aorial 
strife,  the  sedative  effecu  of  Virgil'tt  "  Qtivt 

ego--" 
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■  Mr.  Bubb Toinkyui  vtm  comcieiice-atricken, 
— Calrerley,  taken  aback,  in  nautical  pbrftse, 
— Luinley  silenced, — ^and  Count  Piccolomini^ 
lost  in  aHtonishmcnt  utd  mjalification.  In 
bIiotI,  (be  partie  quarrie  were  neiirly  as 
btmawd  u«  llie  ttrlenm  of  .'Eolua,  on  the ' 
oecMion  referred  to,  when  rebuked  by  Nep- 
tune for  the  unwarrantable  abuse  of  their 
*'  rfny  rtile." 

"  I  move  the  adjourntuent  of  the  debate," 
■Aid  Luniley,  in  a  tow  tone,  and  endeavour* 
Ing  to  give  a  jocular  turn  to  tJie  aflair,  "  to 
this  da)'  aix  inotilhjt. — /tA  fil,  meaaieura,  (juoh 
te  doMue  la  main, — on  je  vous  fais  meltre  attx 
arr4U  /" 

Both  gentlemen,  however,  were  sulky.  A 
few  words  passed  between  them,  in  a  very 
low  voice,  in  which  "  addreu,'' — "  tlie  Cla- 
rendon,"— "  Junior  United  Service,"— were 
alona  audible; — and  Mr.  Bubb  Tomk^-nt 
walked  ofT  with  his  friend. 

"  My   dear   Hnrry !  »aid    Luroley.     "  Pray 
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"  Any  tiling  h«iipen«d!"  echoed  Calverley. 
with  afiecled  astonisbin«Dt  and  a  farced  laugh, 
"  Oh  dear  no ;  what  should  give  you  xuch  mi 
idea !  We  were  discussing  —  I  am  sure  I 
forget  what — Toglioni,  I  beltere — or  Pasta, 
was  it  not,  Lumlcy  ?" 

"  Dcari  bow  odd  I  that  you  should  not  re- 
coDect  I "  said  Miss  Caryl 

"  Why,  the  fact  ia,"  Haid  Lumley,  comitig 
up  to  the  assistance  of  his  friettd,  with  tlie  ad- 
vantages of  a  cool  head  an<l  a  calm  jitdg- 
inent, — as  much  to  the  purpose  as  the  fresh 
troops  of  Blucher  at  the  dose  of  Waterloo, 
"  CatveHey  argues  as  an  Irishman  fights,  not 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause,  but  for  the  fun  of 
n/racaa,  and  the  affair  oneo  eoncludod,  thinks 
DO  more  of  the  subject  of  the  dittpiite,  than 
of  the  broken  heads  be  has  inflicted  during  its 
progress. " 

"While  you,  no  doubt,**  said  Lady  Belve- 
dere, somewhat  re-assurec)  by  his  well-assumed  I 
nQtKhalaHce,  "  pique  yourtelf  on  a  more  phi- 
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loiophical  mode  of  proceeding,  and  contend 
for  prineipleB." 

"  It  by  no  meuis;  I  never  contend  at  all, 
if  I  ran  aroiJ  k.  t  Mn  equally  averse  to 
intcllectoal  and  corporeal  gymnaatic* ;  and  al> 
though  when  attacked,  I  may  in  cither  case  be 
furccil  to  IMC  tlie  weapons  with  which  nalore 
or  education  hna  fitniiiihed  nc,  I  should  u 
fOOO  ihinic  of  volunteering  a  boxing<iaaich  aa 
u)  wgiMMmt- 

Here  the  return  of  Lord  Belvedere,  an- 
nouncing that  tlie  ouTiage  was  "  up,"  and  a 
koift  lo  l3w  Mme  efiect  from  below,  only  in- 
telligible  to  the  initiated,  put  nn  end  to  the 
i«unveTMtion,  and   admonished   the    U<lic*   nf 
'  the  necessity  for  their  immediate   de|>artiiri'. 
Lord  BeUedere  and   Wyndham  were  "  in 
waiting,"  consequently,  our  hero  and  Lumley 
were  neeeaaorily  piantia,  and  poor  Calverley 
was  obliged  to  submit  with  nil  the  philotophy 
be  could  mutter,  Ut  ttiu  raortificntion  of  seeing 
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his  "  ravourite  aversion"  walk  off  in  triumph 
with  the  lady  of  his  love.  But  she  vouch* 
iRr«d  to  him  a  parting  smile,  tlut  almost  com- 
pensated his  ill  fortune  in  other  respects. 

"  Fits,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  require  your  ser- 
vices," said  Calvcrlcy,  "  I  should  suppose 
matters  can  scarcely  rest  as  tliey  art-." 

"  Well !"  said  Lumley,  I'll  sec  you  to- 
morrow ;  and  in  the  mean  tune,  as  the 
Irish  malefactor  said  to  his  eompagnoH  de 
potcnce,  '  Keep  up  your  spiriu,  the  worst  is 
to  comei'  but  in  the  name  of  all  that  ia 
prepo*leirous, — Que  diabtt  allicM  voHt  fairs 
dans  cetle  gtdire  t" 

"  Oh,  wo  arc  oil  wotulerful  adepts  in  that 
sort  of  retrospective  foresight ;  but  were  tli« 
ease  your  own,  you  would  have  done  jitst  the 
some,  I  dare  say.  However,  the  miachii>f  is 
done,  and  we  must  abide  the  consequences. 
I  reckon  upon  you." 

"  You  may }  but  I  can't  stop  to  discuss  the 
afihir    to-night.      I    have    promised    Armida 
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Aiwyn  to  join  her  {Mrly  of  eiuorcalii  at 
nipperi  and  I  am  anicious  lo  go  ther«  tor  a 
another  rcAfion.  Poor  Lady  Dorking,  iridi 
whom  1  dined,  is  in  all  sorts  of  alarmt  alwut 
ii«r  hojieful  son,  that  fooliali  boy,  John  Cary), 
— who  has  lately  entered  himself  as  a  student 
uniler  this  diatinguiahed  profes^r  of  Arts  and 
Humanitiat ;  and  she  bogged  I  would  have  an 
eye  on  hbn,  if  he  goes  there  lo-night,  that  I 
may  aave  ibc  tender  innocent  from  being 
drowned  in  Ckateau  Marganx,  or  fleece<(  nt 
teart^.  Though  as  to  tb«  last  article,  I  should  - 
inagine  he  is  as  httle  worth  the  shearing  as 
his  Satanic  majesty's  troupeau,  according  lu 
tlie  urorcrb." 

So  saying,  he  walked  off,  and  Calvcrley  wa* 
preparing  to  follow,  when  be  was  accosted  to 
hta  great  surprise  by  our  frieod,  the  "mys- 
terious stranger." 

"  1  beg  your  pardon,  sir,"  uid  he,  with 
considerable  hesitation,  "  I  am  going  to  lake 
*   great    liberty, — but,   would   you   have  tlie 
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goodncM  to  inform  me,  who  that  lady  is, 
whom  you  irere  speaking  to  just  now; — that 
most  lovely  wonuin  in   the  turban?" 

Cnlrtfrlcy  vrta  aiitontthcd,  as  well  he  might 
be,  St  sucli  an  unuaual  development  of  the 
"  organ  of  inqiiUitivenexs,"  in  a  stranger.  But 
an  indiiicreet  question  does  not  of  neceuity 
require  an  uncivil  answer,  and  he  saw  no 
particular  reason  for  making  a  mystery  of  our 
heroine's  name  and  condition.  He  replied, 
aomewliBt  drily  however, — 

"That,  sir,  i*  Lady  Belvedere." 

"  What,"  said  the  unknown,"  she  is  married 
then  i" 

"  She  is  n  widow,  sir,  "  answered  Harry, 
rather  annoyed  by  the  nature  of  the  (|tics- 
tion. 

"  Stay,  sir,  one  moment, —  I  entreat — it  is 
not  mere  idle  curiosity,  1  assure  you.  Who 
was  she  t" 

"  Really,  sir,"  said  Calverloy,  who»e  «mall 
stock  of  patience,   in  his  ]>eculiar  frame  of 
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luiod,  was  now  completely  exhausted,  by  the 
peraeverance  of  his  interrogator,  "  for  all  iur- 
ther  information  on  the  subject,  I  believe  I 
must  refer  you  to  Burke's  Peerage.  I  wish 
you  good  night." 
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CHAPTER   VII. 


After  a  night  of  broken  ant!  feveri«li  slutn- 
bera,  the  nattiral  conscigucnce  of  the  exciting 
Hcenes  through  which  he  had  juit  paiKod, 
Calverlcy  awoke  to  (he  Aill  con»cuiuRm*«s  of 
a  verj-  unplensnnt  position,  iind  ihv  full  enjoy 
iiK'nt  of  n  ntost  pliitusophic  state  uf  doubt  a»  tu 
the  pro  pom)  era  nee  of  the  heroic  or  the  aainine 
character  in  his  behaviour  of  thv  preceding 
evening;  being  uncertain,  in  short,  whether, 
on  that  memorable  occasion,  he  had  not,  in 
the  ardour  and  buoyancy  of  his  uhivalroua 
feelings,  gracefully  vaulted  over   the   narrow 
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buuntlory   whicli   separates  the  sublime  from 
the  ridictilous. 

Not  tliat  bU  persona]  courage  was  of  ilnit 
treacherous  quality  which,  prompt  to  lead  ita 
l>Oj()«Niur  into  scrapes,  leaves  htm  to  find  bis 
way  out  of  them  wiltiout  assistiog  in  his  extri- 
cation ; — a  species  at  ignis-fatHut  heroism,  that 
suddenly  iritliclraws  iu  light  at  (he  precipe 
taooient  when  the  imprudent  victim  of  its 
tivachery,  having  been  unwittingly  decoyed 
by  the  deceitful  bUze  from  the  p^iths  of  peace 
and  civility,  sinks  cliin-decp  into  tlic  moru^H 
of  "  coiuequences."  We  trust  the  reader 
needs  not  the  assurance  of  our  hero's  wil- 
lingneu,  on  all  occasions,  to  act  up  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  code  of  honour.  In  cases 
wbi-re  the  appeal  to  arms  was  advisable,  bis 
dificharifc  of  the  unpleasant  "  social  duty" 
is  queation,  was  u  tittle  connected  with  feel- 
ings of  personal  apprehensioii  aa  may  be  con- 
■■tent  with  the  conotitulion  of  hntnan  nature. 
But  he  Imd  acrioua  nusgiringa  as  to  the  pro- 
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prnty  of  bis  iiiterfercDCc  with  rciprct  to  LoJjr 
Belvedere.  He  could  not  but  fear  that  in 
taking  sucli  public  nod  Jiostile  notice  of  an 
eX|>res«ion  wliid),  liowerer  injurioua  it  might 
be  to  the  epic  beauty  of  her  character,  could 
not  be  said  to  cast  any  imputation  on  her 
honour, — an  expreesion,  moreover,  whose  re- 
iercnce  to  hi-r  was  only  established  by  cir- 
eumMantial  evidence,' — he  might  hbiscif  hnv* 
more  seriously  compromised  her  repulationt 
sliould  her  namci  as  was  not  improbable,  be 
bandied  about  in  the  gossip  of  the  world  aa 
the  cause  of  a  duel  between  two  parties  unau- 
thorised, either  by  blood  or  nllianco.  to  inters 
fcrc  in  her  concerns. 

Flirtation  is  indeed  an  otTence  of  «o  very 
vague  a  character,  that  it  baffles  all  attempt 
at  analysis.  It  takes  in  a  range  of  cooduct  iat 
too  extcmive  to  admit  of  its  imputation  being 
looked  upon  as  a  definite  charge;  tlie  weight 
of  llie  accusation  varying  materially  acoorrling 
to  the  age,  tlie  humour,  the  temper,  and  tlie 


lUltllY   CALTERLEY. 


1S9 


porition  of  those  with  whom  it  oriffinate*,  u 
reU  «a  those  against  whom  it  is  itJIi^ecl.    It 

fmajr  be  generally  assumed,  howcTer,  lltat  it 
stofu  far  short  of  positive  cnmiiulity,  and,  in 
its  tDore  ordinary  acceptaliun.  is  reconcileable 
with  perfect  ttinocence  of  intention  an<l  purity 

c«f  bean. 

CaKerley  felt  all  thia ;  ho  was  codbcious  that 
h«  had  himself,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
uttcivd  nmilar  remarks  concerning  ladiea 
»r  bia  actjujtintance,  without  the  slightest 
idea  of  as)>ersing  tlieir  character,  or  tallying 
brightness  of  their  fair  f^me.  Would, 
then,  Lady  UeUodere  be  much  impn-SEcd  by 

,  bis  chivalrous  endeavour  to  wrest  an  idle  and 
Inconsiderate  cxprettnion  into  a  serious  charge 

^-afieciing  her  rcspectabihty,  and  demanding  a 
iibtic  retractation  ?  Would  she  not  rather 
condemn  the  ill-judged  officioasnesB  of  her 
•elf-cooitituted  champion,  who»c  Quixotic  zeal 
was  Bkely  to  prove  more  injurious  in  its  effects 
than  Uie  feeble  malice  of  her  malignem  T 
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What  a  pity  it  is  tfuit  reason,  whose  office 
it  tbouKl  b«  to  Ham  us  of  the  snurcs  which 
po&sion  spreads  in  our  putb,  generally  waits 
in  silence  until  we  are  fairiy  entangled,  rais- 
ing her  voice  to  upbraid  us,  when  too  lute, 
for  our  iinprudei>ce  in  n>eeting  those  dangers 
which  slie  might  so  easily  have  taught  us  to 
avoid!  — 

But  what  is  done,  cannot  be  undone;  nor 
what  is  said,  be  unsaid,  at  least,  without  cer- 
tain results  as  to  character  that  invariably 
accompany  the  swallowing  of  a  man's  own 
words  i  unices  when  that  utioonifortable  pro- 
cess of  deglutition  lakes  place  within  the  walls 
of  parliament.  So  Calvcrtey  got  up,  went 
through  the  operations  of  the  tuilct  with  his 
usual  precision,  shaved  himself  with  wonder- 
ful accuracy  and  steadiness,  and  sal  down  to 
breakfast — with  what  appetite  he  might. 

There  he  sat  in  bis  bergire, — slowly  discuss- 
ing a  cup  of  chocolate,  coquetting  with  two  or 
three  narrow  strips  of  thin  dry  toast,  and 
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whoUjr  inteoMble  to  tlie  miroctionn  of  a  rout 
Fowl  which  lay  unaoticed  before  him, — wb^n 
in  wallced  IHlzroy  Lumlv;. 

"H*,  riw.I"  exclaimed  CJveripy,  "you 
are  e«rly  in  the  field.  Knowing  your  ultra- 
fuhioDAble  bntuUt  u  to  getting  up,  I  did  not 
txpcct  you  these  ibrco  bourx.  Sit  down,  my 
good  fellow." 

Most  willingly,  for  I  im  perfectly  at- 
»t.  But  before  I  explain  tbe  eventful 
cause  of  my  unusual  activity,  I  muat  decided!} 
hare  wmething  in  the  shape  of  breakfast. 
I'll  trouble  you  fur  an  cckantiUan  of  the  cont- 
nissariat.  The  iliarpneu  of  tlic  monting  air 
has  produced  an  extraordinary  development  of 
tbe  manducative  propensity.  AlUra  toujour; 
my  dear  fellow  !  I  tnean  butli  to  Aoju  and  Jli/, 
Bs  the  Margate  excluaires  say  at  their  labU* 
iTAote. 

"  Well,"  said  Calvcrlcy,  after  baring  depo- 
sited two-thirds  of  the  above-mentioned  roast 
fowl  on  the  plate  of  his  ravenous  friend,  "  if 
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you  have  any  tiling  to  communicate,  you  may 
as  well  proceed  to  enligliten  lue  in  the  intei^ 
vals  of  eating.  But  I  expected  you  for  lite 
purposes  of  consultation." 

"  Consultation !  There  in  nothing  (o  con- 
sult about!  Do  you  euppoae  I  should  have 
given  myself  the  trouble  of  rising  with  the 
lark,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  not  having  been 
in  bed  before  three,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  cunKulting  with  you  on  (he  best  way  of 
getting  shot  at  t  No,  air.  1  am  hnppy  to 
say,  my  vtsit  ba«  a  more  agreeable  motive. 
I  am  ooiue  thus  early  to  reliere  your  mind 
from  an  anxiety  which,  no  ofl%nce  to  your 
chivalry,  and,  tn  spite  uf  all  disclaimers,  I 
consider  the  inevitable  accompaniment  of  an 
affair  of  honour.  By  a  apecinl  interposition 
of  the  divinity  vrhich  protects  drunken  men, 
slccp-wnlken,  and  lunatics, — in  which  last- 
mentioned  class  you  must  allow  mc  to  place 
you, — all  "consequences"  of  your  unwarrant- 
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mid*  M  much  countenance  as  their  itightl}- 
damaged  characters  can  sflord  j  and  en  fait 
d'hammea,  we  hsui  Nassau,  Sl  Leger,  two  or 
three  othen  of  her  usual  set, — with  John 
Caryl,  my  Teleni«cltui>,  '  by  particular  desire, 
and  for  that  night  only,' — my  Lord  Belvedere, 
and  tliougli  lost  not  least,  our  friend  the  illus- 
trious Buhl)  Tomkyns." 

"  A  goodly  set!"  said  Harry;  *'  and  very 
edifying  Bocicly  for  n  Sundny  morning! — But 
pray  go  on." 

"  The  supper  went  off  lolerahly  well,"  con- 
tinued Lutnley.  "  Armida  was  in  high  it[>iTitH 
and  rouge,' — ^ate  right  and  left,  in  defiance  of 
Doctor  Paris  and  the  night-mare, — and  with 
retpect  to  Chanipiigne,  set  us  an  example  that 
most  of  the  party  were  well-disposed  to  follow. 
— The  conversation  was,  as  you  may  conjec- 
ture, lively,  eitjtiut  and  particularly  charitable. 
St.  Leger  was  as  caustic  and  as  veracious  as 
usual;  Belvedere  full  of  Italy  and  the  Arts, 
with  an  occasional  hint  concerning  ircores  of 
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lulisn  dadieuM  who  had  compromised  their 
■lender  remsina  of  rcpatatkm.  povr  Camomr  de 
tea  beatLt  jfeux^  and  mfWnvsrds  >tt«mpled  to 
poiion  bim  for  his  inconsumey." 

"  Just  like  him !"  wiid  Calrerley.  "  He  n 
the  most  biaufterable  coxcomb!  There  ire 
few  pi-oplc  vhoin  I  ilete»t  more  eordtally.  In  a 
k»all  way." 

"  Oh,  to  bo  lurt '."  said  Lumley,  "  rt  ftm 
tail  fMtmytoi .' — But  to  rcsun>c — perhaps  the 
greatest  I'un  of  all,  wa«  that  dear  senlimeDtal 
old  Mul,  Mrs.  Carlingfortl — who  aat  near  John 
Carjil,  and  evidently  fri^'htcned  the  poor  boy 
out  of  fail  wii9  by  thv  rcMihite  munaer  in  which 
•he  iruide  love  to  bim. — Poor  Biibb,  however, 
wa«  evidently  sulky  anil  low-«pirtt«t), — look 
but  little  share  in  the  (jcnrral  convenation, 
but  m  remHche,  obeorbcd  Johanntiberg  mut 
Sillcry  for  Ihrw.  He  came  in  ratlier  late,  and 
either  did  not  observe  t^rd  Belvedere,  who 
sat  at  the  other  eiid  of  Uic  table,  or  perbap* 
did  not  know  tiimi   aa   the   Utter   has   been 
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abroad  for  two  years, — and  tlie  star  of  Tom- 
kyns  first  appeared  on  tiic  horixon,  during  his 
absence. — Be  that  u  it  way,  however, — as 
soon  as  the  ladies  h.-id  risen  IVotn  tublVi  and 
retired  to  tlio  card-room, — just  ac  wc  were  nil 
(ireparing  to  follon-,  old  Nusau,  witli  hU 
usual  Hourderie,  considerably  augmented)  by 
bi»  copious  polAtions,  waddled  up  to  Tom- 
kyns,  and  blundered  out:  'What,  my  dear 
Bubb! — are  you  there?  So!  I'm  told  you  gui 
into  an  infernal  row  with  Calverley  to-tiight, 
at  the  Opera, — about  a  wouian  !  How  deuced 
silly  1  They  say  jou  can't  be  ofiT  S^jhtinj;.' — 
'  Sir,'  quoth  lluhb,  evidently  very  much  under 
tlic  influence  of  the  rosy  god, — '  I  don't  care 
what  they  say — or  what  any  body  says ; — hut 
this  /  say, — that  I'd  6gh(  the  whole  (own, 
before  I  wjvsay  a  word  of  what  I  have  sidd 
respecting  Lady  Belvedere.' — '  And  pray,  air," 
enquired  his  lordship,  with  great  suavity  of 
aspect,  and  affected  coolness — '  what  may  you 
bsve  thought  proper  to  »ay  of  her  ladyship  I ' 
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— '  NotbtDg  but  whiit  all  the  vrorld  knows, 
nr,*  tCKpondird  Toiukyiis.  wlio  had  evidcntiy 
lost  «U  oooHiMnil  uf  hiuii'elf, — '  liivt  she  liiu 
no  rigbt  to  give  lierself  sucli  coaroundail  aiit 
— havinjf  be«Q  bougbt  from  a  gang  of  gijiiJei, 
— ou)  moreover,  that  eliti's  an  arriint  fiirt  t — 

Bod  by •  if  she  don't  like  it,  iibc  mny  lump 

it!' — '  Tliini,  sir/  rcjuiiicl  Bolvtidrrc,  as  cool 
at  over,  nnd  wiih  his  most  impcrttirbable  tonu 
and  manner,  '  as  Lady  Bclvcilvrc's  ktnsmnn 
oiu)  nearest  connexion.  1  am  under  tliv  du* 
agnrtf^lr  necessity  »f  t«Iling  you,  that  you 
bare  uttered  a  grow,  calumnious,  and  wUful 
Cslaebood;  and  nothing  but  my  respect  for 
these  gentWrnvn,  of  whose  society  you  are 
unworthy,  prevents  me  from  throwing  the 
contents  of  tliis  glass  in  your  face  !*" 

"  What  a  piiy,"  interriiptod  Culverloy, "  that 
he  should  have  been  withheld  by  any  such 
rettlraining  motive! — Apriti" 

*•  Aa  you  may  imagine,*' — ^rcmimcd  Lundey, 
**  on  tliis  polite  announcement,  the  uproar  was 
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prodigious.  Bubb  spr&ng  «cro«  the  room  to 
Lord  Bi-lvedcre,  and  I  verily  believe  would 
have  sinicic  him,  if  Su  Leger  and  1  liad  not 
tlilerfercd.  But  the  stonn  of  words  raged  so 
high,  tluit  our  fair  huHt<.-&s,  who  was  only  scpa- 
rati'd  from  the  scene  of  action,  by  the  folding 
doors  that  divide  the  apartntents, — fearing  must 
probably  for  the  safety  of  the  beloved  Toin- 
kyn*,  who,  I  believe,  has  been  for  the  last  week 
or  80,  the  Orlott"  or  Potemkin  of  her  court,^ 
riuhed  back  into  tliv  supper-room,  in  a  nio&t 
interesting  agony  of  alarm,  followed  by  tltc  two 
Other  ladies,  whose  nerves  were  tuned  up  to  the 
Banie  pitch;  and  od  observing  the  infliimcd 
countenances,  violent  gestures,  and  funuus 
language  of  the  disputants,  the  three  nymph* 
set  up  a  GimullancouH  lament  which  would 
have  doitc  critlit  to  an  Irish  funeral.  Mvn. 
Alwyn  ap|)ealcd  to  the  feelings  of  the  in- 
furiated pair,  in  tennii  titat  would  have  melted 
an  iceberg,  and  tones  that  would  have  stunned 
m  artilleryman  i  the  Carlingfurd  waddled   up 
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to  the  comer  of  ih«  room,  where  poor  John 
C^ryl  hnd  retired  in  sheer  Miiazctnent  unci 
consternation. — and  there  sank  on  the  otto- 
tnnn,  with  every  symptom  of  an  attaijuf  de 
Hfr/t.—Bvt  It  WII8  decidedly  a  /au-r  catctii. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  world  so  farniidublc 
u  fiit  wonui  in  hj'stcrics ;  and  poor  Tele- 
machuB  could  not  have  been  more  alarmed,  tf 
he  had  witnessed  tlie  deacent  of  un  atfaUmche. 
— In  xhort,  the  charieari  PO«e  to  that  pitch, 
that  the  tervantu  niihed  itp  atatra  to  ascertain 
wliat  wa*  the  matter, — and  aarist  in  burying 
the  dead;  and  before  anything  like  order  or 
trattquillity  conid  be  restored,  old  Alwyn  hin»- 
f,  roused  out  of  hi*  shimbers  by  the  melo- 
cJIflua  aounds  that  awoke  the  midnight  echoes 
of  Ilia  mansion, — made  his  appearance  in  iitl 
the  imposing  majesty  of  a  brocaded  dressing- 
gown,  and  a  red  silk  night-cap, — and  by  a 
Wclt-tinM'd  exhortation  on  the  pastite  duties 
of  hospitality,  contrived  to  reduce  the  hostile 
{wrtiea  to  silence,  if  not  to  roaeon. — He  aUo 
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iiddreRsed  lib  conjugal  treasure  tn  r  strRin  of 
constitutioiuil,  but  cm-rgctk  rcmonstmice, 
that  stvmeil  to  imply  u  tolerably  nccurate 
knowledge,  on  his  part,  of  nmtten  eotiocrniitg 
which)  iic  alone,  in  all  London,  was  aiippoaetl 
to  be  ignorant. — Wbereupon.  I,  with  (hnl 
ditoretion  which,  I  flatter  mjriieir,  is  gencrnlly 
observable  in  my  behaviour,  set  tbo  example 
of  retreat ; — and  having  gently  hinted  to  John 
Caryl,  that  I  would  have  the  pleasure  of  dc- 
po«iiing  him  at  home,  I  walked  him  oflT  to  my 
cabrioleti  and  true  to  my  promise,  saw  him 
■afely  housed  in  Bniton  Street.  So  after  all 
I  have  witoesMdi  Bud  you  ha\x'  heard,  I  tliink 
1  may  safely  oB'cr  you  my  congratulalionsi  on 
being  so  comfortably  anticipated  in  the  affair." 
"  tVW  difiCHd,"  said  Calverleyi — "  as  my 
niisunder-itanding  with  Tomkyns  was  the  first 
in  the  order  of  chronology,  he  may  be  of 
opinion  tliat  it  should  take  precedence  in  the 
course  of  adjiutment.  But  I  wished  to  con- 
sult you  as  to  the  expediency  of  any  dimarclie 
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For  ]  «u  in  such  a  [Musion  la«t 
ht,  tliat  1  likrdly  recollect  wlist  pusedj 
nnd  am  iloubtAil  whether  1  should  c<fn«itler 
myaeirafi  the  offended  or  the  ofFendiog  party." 
"  Why  really,  my  dear  Horry," Vald  Lum- 
tey, — "  to  oonnder  the  mutter  nbstrutedty — 
ami  illustrBto  it  alphaheticAlly — i(  A.  thinks 
proper,  in  a  public  room,  and  in  the  most 
public  manner,  to  call  B.  to  account,  and  that 
in  very  violent  Unguage,  for  what  may  have 
dropped  from  him  in  the  course  of  conrers*- 
tJon  with  C,  on  a  subject  witli  which  the 
aforesaid  A.  lias  no  ooQcero,  direct  or  indirect, 
-^nil  if  B.  tbu«  publicly  accused  of  fatsehoud 
and  calnniny,  contents  himself  with  rcfitsing 
all  explanation  of  hia  words,  and  calling  in 
quoftkm  ^.'i  right  of  interference,  I  tliink  that 
«4*eMurous  and  chivalrous  capitjil  may  fairly 
concede  to  the  oligect  of  his  Quixotic  altnclc, 
the  valuable  privilege  of  originating  '  ulterior 
raeasuies;'  and  having  relieved  his  feelings  of 
indication  by  insulting  his  unconscious  enemy 
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before  the  whole  town,  leave  it  to  his  opliuii 
to  eHtininlc  the  degree  of  *  Mtisructiun '  derivii- 
ble,  UDtler  (he  circumirtaiicea,  from  being  abut 
111  ill  the  pretence  of  a  couple  of  '  friends.' — 
You  ure  a  perfect  O'Trigger!  By  the  by, 
1  hare  not  ^iiite  flnUhed  my  stRtcment  of 
facU." 

"  I  am  nil  nttention,"  said  Harry. 

*'  I  had  seen  enough  laM  night  at  tlje  Al- 
wyn'a,"  continued  Lunitcy,  "  to  convince  me 
that  matters  must  proceed  to  an  inuneilinte 
issue,  betwoon  Belvedere  and  Tomkyns;  and, — 
to  pleiid  gtiilty  to  n  weakness  which  1  tear 
must  cast  lome  discredit  on  my  )irctension  aa  a 
poco'curantc, — I  own  I  felt  a  rather  iin])hi)<w>- 
phical  anxiety  to  see  you  relieved  from  tlie 
probable  consequences  of  your — heroism  or 
absurdity,  he  you  may  please  to  call  it, — and  a 
corresponding  degree  of  gratification  on  wit- 
nessing &  fracas,  the  importance  of  which  must 
entirely  sujier^cdc  tlic  clainut  of  your  prior  and 
insignificant  sktrmisli. — I  therefore,  oblivious 
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of  theory,  and  in  defijuice  of  practioe,  rose  nt 
•evrn,  nnd  proceeded  to  the  seven]  residences 
of  the  two  cliatDpionfl,  where,  having  mude  my 
f.-nquirie8,  (incog,  of  course)  I  had  the  aatuGic- 
tion  to  learn  tl»t  they  hod  both  led  (own,  this 
morning,  At  n  very  early  hour ; — and  long  crc 
thU,  1  tnut  that  tliey  hare  been  blazing  away 
on  W'imbledoD  Common,  to  the  great  iituaze- 
ment  and  edification  of  ihe  surrounding  fune- 
bushes. — And  so  I  muitt  have  another  iitice  of 
ham  t  for  I  am  as  hungry  as  Ugolino,  and  as 
exhausted  aa  Gray'a  proplietcsi." 

"Confound  that  fellow  Belvedere!"  ex- 
claimed Harry.  "  He  h«»  coinpleiely  jockeyed 
mv,  and  will  t>et  all  the  credit  of  the  aSair." 

"  AH  tlie  tlUcndit,  you  mean,"  said  Luni- 
ley, — "  and  your  share  of  the  danger  to  boot ; 
which  ought  to  be  a  consolatory  refleeliun, 
Frrhapa  your  friend  Bubb  may  give  him  hi* 
quUeUis,  and  then  ;ou  will  have  the  fleld  to 
yonrMlf." — 

"  Piha !  Btttrcderc  is  much  more  likely  to 
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bring  duvrn  lii«  man.  God  forbid  tb»t  1  aboultl 
wlsJi  for  the  death  of  either — but  1  confess  I 
•hould  have  lilted  to  tting  (hat  puppy  Tom- 
kyiM.  If  1  had  but  knocked  him  (l<m'n  UkI 
night  t" 

'*  Why,  if  you  bad) — you  would  h«Te  de- 
served B  strait  u-aistcoat.  But  come,  s  truce 
with  nil  thiif  numt-DKC ;  you  ought  to  be  gnite- 
fill  to  l*roTidcnee  for  baring  preserved  you 
from  the  annoyance  of  being  shot  at  ibis 
mortiiug,  and  laughed  at  for  the  renuiindcr  of 
the  season. — Any  man  may  make  a  fool  of 
himself  by  getting  into  a  wrnpe, — but  few  whu 
do,  are  able  to  get  out  of  it  90  comfortably  as 
you  hare  done." — 

•'  All  that  may  be  rcry  true,"  nid  Calvcrley, 
half  soliloquizing;  "  but  ncverthcleas,  I  wisli 
I  had  knocked  htm  down  I " 
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"  Mv  dear  Cnroline,"  cxcUimcd  MU»  Cnryl, 
entering  Lady  Belvedere's  botidoir  with  & 
face  fUQ  of  imporuuice  and  coiihteroHtion, 
"  hare  you  heard  of  this  shocking  businesB?" 

"  What  buiiine»,  my  dear  Julia?" 

"  Tliii  horrid  duelt  my  dear;  they  My  Mr. 
Tomkyns  is  positively  deiid." 

"  Good  hoavenB!  Mr.  Tomkyns  whotii  ue 
■aw  Iiut  night  at  the  Opera  t" 

"  Yf 9,  my  dear ;  he  ha*  been  nhot  through 
the  heart  thia  morning  in  Battersca  Ficldii.'* 
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"  Shot  through  the  heart  I  How  dreadful! 
and  by  whom,  for  heaveii's  flakcT' 

*'  Why,  my  dearest  Car',  you  have  surely 
heard  of  his  quarrel  with  Lord  Belvedere  last 
night,  about  you!" 

"  Ahout  met  Gracious  licaTcn  !  You  an 
not  «eriou»,  <Julia!" 

"  Oh,  my  dear  Lady  Bel',  it's  loo  true. 
Poor  dear  John,  wliu  went  tu  Mn.  Alwyn's, 
and  was  |>rc«cnt  at  the  whole  afTuir,  gave  me 
»  jMrticulitr  nccouiit  of  it  this  morning.  He 
declares  be  never  witnessed  such  a  scene  in 
his  life.  I  bcltere  Lord  Belvedere  knocked 
down  Mr.  Tomkyns,  —  and  Mr.  Toinkyna 
threw  a  decanler  at  somebody,  —  und  then 
Mrs.  Alwyn  went  into  hysterics, — and  1  ra- 
tlier  think  the  police  were  called  in." 

"  But,  for  God's  snkc,  my  deur  Julia,  what 
can  you  mean  by  saying  that  they  quarrelled 
about  nic?  It  is  inipuMihlc  There  could 
be  no  cause  of  misundersla  riding  on  my  ac- 
count.    You  mtirt  be  mistaken." 
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"  No,  no;  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  ;u(Hur(!  >'oii. 
John  saye  thut  Mr.  Tomk>'ns  (I  am  wn*}-  the 
poor  wretch  i»  <I««J,  but  be  was  «  horrid 
man),  spoko  of  you  in  the  moKt  shocking 
Mmu!  and  that  something  was  said  about 
CapUin  Calreriey." 

"  Oracioiu  heaven  !"  exclaimed  Lndy  Bel- 
vedere, turning  as  pale  as  death,  "  how  have 
I  deserved  this!  JuHa,  I  entreat,  I  conjure 
jrou,  as  you  value  my  frienilsliip,  :ny  |>cncf 
of  mind, — keep  n>e  not  in  this  horrid  xuk- 
penM.  What  have  they  said, — what  huve 
ihey  darat  to  «ay  of  mel" 

"  Ob,  my  dear  Caroline,"  said  Miss  Caryl, 
abmurd  at  the  energy  and  eBrncstness  of  her 
friend's  manner,  "  for  mercy's  sake  do  not 
agitate  yourself  in  this  way!  Ifow  can  I  lull 
you  if  you  are  not  more  eoinposed?" 

"  Well,  well — I  will  be  cotapoaedi  but  in 
pity,  let  mc  know  tlte  worst.  Great  God!  that 
I  should  be  the  object  of  iiliindcr!  My  name 
mixed  with  such  nn  alTairl" 
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Well,  my  dew,  if  you  mutt  know,  John 
tya  that  to  tbc  best  of  lii»  recollection,  Mr. 
Toinkyiis  (lcclurc<l  ihnt  you  were  a  sad  flirt, 
and  lind  origuially  bc«n  the  leader  of '  a  gang 
of  gipsies."" 

"  The  leader  of  a  gnng  of  gipsies !"  ex- 
claimed Lad)'  Belvedere,  half  disposed  to 
laugh  in  the  midst  of  her  anxiety,  at  the  ab- 
mird  nature  of  the  clinrgc.  "  What  could 
he  mean  by  thatt" 

"  How  can  I  tell,  tny  dear! — iboy  my  be 
waa  more  than  half  tipsy." 

"  But,  Julia,  you  said  just  now  that  Cap- 
tain Calrcrlcy'v  name  had  been  mentioned, 
coupled  ntlli  mine!     How  could  that  be?" 

"  My  dear,  you  must  have  mistaken  me 
altogether.  What  John  told  me,  i.i,  that  he 
tindcr«tood  somebody  to  say,  that  Mr.  Tom- 
kyns  had  had  Another  quarrel  about  you,  last 
night,  with  Caplam  Calvcrley." 

"  What  tlien,"  emjuired    Lady   Belvedere 
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eagerly  i  "  U  it  Aff  who  bu  abot  lh«  unfor- 
tunate maaf" 

"  No,  my  dear  crcHture ;  it  vma  Lord  Bel- 
Tsdere;  nml.  they  »/,  he  hns  been  wounded 
also." 

"  WitN  then  ever  any  thing  m  extnordi- 
nory  I  to  myalrriuus  t  But,  itearesl  Julia,  mn 
you  tmre  the  |>oor  nun  ia  dead  i  It  woutd  be 
drcodfuU" 

"  Why,  that  Js  the  report  I  heard  a  few 
minutci  ago  frotn  Count  Piccoloniini ;  but  it 
mny  bo  exjiggerated.  I  have  begged  him  to 
go  down  to  the  clubn,  and  cnllect  all  the  por^ 
ticuWi  hv  can  for  us  t  and  h«  hai  protalsed 
to  do  to.  If  I  hear  wiy  thing,  I  will  muitc 
a  point  of  lettiDg  you  Itnow.  Bui  I  intMt  run 
away  now.  for  I  itave  protnixetl  to  meet  tJie 
Bertiea  and  all  the  world  at  the  Zoological 
Gardens,  it  is  such  a  lovely  day  i  I  euppoM 
I  ahoU  eeo  you  there  i" 

"  Hy  dmr  JoHa !    Con  you  imagine  that 
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1  would  npp«Ar  in  a  ptiMic  promenade 
on  A  d«y  yihen  1  bavc  b«ent  however  inno* 
cently,  the  came  of  Iitoodaheti — perhaps,  of 
death!" 

"  Afaia,  ma  e/tire  en/ant .'  it  is  no  fault  of 
your'it,  and  I  am  sure  the  gardens  wouli]  do 
you  a  world  of  good.  Well,  if  you  are  deter> 
mimMl  to  slay  ut  home  and  fret.  I  cannot  livlp 
it;  but  1  must  keep  my  uppointment i  m, 
good-byc,  love." 

So  saying,  the  senlimental  nnd  volatile  Miss 
Caryl  nnprinteil  n  ktas  on  the  forehead  of  her 
half-unconscioua  friend,  and  tripped  lightly 
out  of  the  room,  leaving  poor  Lady  Belvedere 
in  n  state  of  agitation  and  bewilderment,  which 
the  render  can  eaxily  imagine  as  the  result  of 
Miss  Cjiryl's  incomprchcnBibic  inlclligeiKe. 
I)ul  before  she  had  time  to  collect  her  scattered 
eenie*,  or  come  to  any  plausible  eonclusiun 
ai  to  the  real  tneatiing  of  what  abe  bad 
heard,  the  grooiQ  of  the  chambers  made  his 
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re-ap|>«-nrance,  toil   announced   Ciipluin   Cal- 
vcrlt-y. 

We  look  upon  Bclf-possrssion  to  be  one  of 
ihe  moat  vxluablt  qwilitics  wliich  bear  oil  llie 
intercourse  of  sccicty,  and  one  of  tlic  most 

intid  to  tht>  cliiraotcr  of  a  gontletniin,  con- 
lidered  in  hts  dratctHg-room  rclntions.  The 
practice  of  blushing  i»  one  of  which  the  joung 
atpirani  to  social  tutr^n  xhoitld  divest  himself 
OS  e*rly  as  possible;  that  auQtixionof  the  coun- 
tenance not  being  in  the  case  of  a  man,  aa 
maajp  tuppose,  a  proof  of  modett^,  but  a 
symptom  of  awkwardness  and  utauvime  koHte ; 
quite  compatibk  with  «  very  comfortable  de- 
gree of  Impudence,  and  the  nbeience  of  every 
thing  vrhkh  de»«rTM  the  name  of  sensibility, 

But  aa  slittcpithnc**  is  not  modesty,  so  nei- 
ther is  calloutneM  aclf-po6j«uion ;  and  how- 
over  lucceoKful  tile  barriers  of  good  breeding 
and  Ui«  dbdpline  of  manners  may  be  in  tup- 
sing  tlie  iligbter  and  more  tra»i>icnt  emo- 
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tkms  wbich  assail  lu,  ihcy  atv  powerless  in- 
deed  against  the  strong  and  gvnuine  feeling 
of  the  heart,  when  unusual  circumstances 
rouee  them  into  nctioii. 

Those  observations,  however  digressive  in 
appearance,  are  ncvcrtlicl«»s,  we  beg  to  n»- 
«iire  (he  reader,  very  yemjaiie  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  being  inlrndcd  to  explain  and  alone  for 
thv  faet,  tliat  on  finding  himself  in  the  pre- 
s«noe  of  Lady  Belredere,  our  hero's  coun- 
tenance was  suffused  witli  a  deep  glow,  such 
as  is  eeldom  known  to  shed  its  rich  radiance 
over  features  trained  in  the  discipline  of  "  the 
world."  In  fact,  as  the  truth  must  be  told, 
botli  parties  looked  excestfivcly  foohsh;  and 
perhaps  the  embarrassment  of  each,  was 
rather  increased  than  diminished  by  ubierving 
the  evident  confusion  of  the  other. 

^'  I  have  many  apologies  to  make."  said 
Calverley,  after  the  usual  salutations,  "  for  in- 
truding upon  your  Indysliip,  at  sucli  a  moment, 
and  especially  for  npproiicliing  a  subject  which 
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drconitanon  bavc  readered  matter  af  peculiar 
ilwlieacj'  to  me ;  hat  I  Imvo  juat  beard  from 
Mm  CarjrI.  who  wim  riitrring  lior  carnagt,  wt 
lUe  moaicnt  llmt  I  wu  pA«*id{{  yuur  Itouac,  thjit 
the  MMMt  cxajp^eratfid  ftUletnetiU  oonccmiiig 
the  unrortunate  aQvir  of  Uiis  moniing,  twv« 
reacheil  yoar  ear,  and  at  Iwr  purliculsr  re- 
(jurst,  1  liavp  ventured  to  kiinck  at  your 
door,  tor  the  purpu#e  of  giving  yuu  mon* 
arcural«  and  wti»factory  intelligence  on  tli« 
(ubjocu" 

"  Tlitnk  Godl"  exdaimed  Lady  B«he- 
dcrci  with  ■  iVcling  of  delight,  vhicli  for  tXtv 
■ooMBt  BopvrMdcd  every  other  c<in«id«rii- 
tlon.    "  Then  he  b  ima  dead?" 

"  So  far  from  it,"  uid  C«l*«rltty,  "  that  ]ii« 
■urgicBj  attemlanU  do  not  coniuder  him  to  I>e 
in  «nr  danger,  and  I  believe  he  will  be  re- 
noved  to  hi*  hotel  in  the  course  of  the 
CTening." 

"Heaven  be  prai«dl— and  Loni  Belve- 
dmr 
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"Has  been  slightly  grn»><l  in  the  ana,  b 
inere  Bcralch,  wliicli,  received  in  such  a  chusc, 
makes  him  much  more  the  object  of  envy  than 
of  commiseration."* 

A  slight  pau»e  endued;  for  both  felt  that 
the  terrain  n'fts  ruther  hazardous,  af^er  the 
convemition  of  the  preceding  night ;  and  Lady 
Belv«d«rei  although  dying  to  ascertain  the 
exact  truth  with  rc^ix.'et  to  the  origin  of  tlic 
duel,  felt,  as  might  be  supposed,  considerable 
delicacy  in  making  direct  enquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject, from  one  who  was  evidently  involved  in 
the  affair,  in  a  manner  which  it  might  be 
difficult  for  him  to  explain,  without  some  allu- 
sion to  those  feelings,  the  expression  of  which, 
she  had  thought  it  her  duly  to  prohibit. 

But  curloKity, — that  exeivtlrelg  female  fail- 
ing.— if  »■<.'  b*licvc  the  ex-}>arle  OKKertiona  of 
the  other  sex — curiosity — so  fatal  to  our  great 
ancestress  Eve,  and  to  all  the  Metdames 
Bluebeard,  except  one,  —  was  destiitcd  to 
triumph  orer  sundry  antagonizing  reflections, 
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OH  the  present  occaaion  ;  and  certubily  if  ever 
tbe  spirit  of  inveiitignlton,  ns  dUplnycd  in  the 
oondacl  of  ibe  fair  sex,  can  be  justified  by  the 
eireouMtances  which  lead  ta  its  development, 
it  i«  in  a  case  where  innocence  tincls  bertclf 
■■sailed  by  slander  and  roali^^ity,  without 
bcuig  able  to  ascertain  th«  exact  nature  of 
the  charge,  which  is  all  the  more  awful  from 
its  vagueness. 

Thai  some  aspersiun  had  been  cast  upon 
ber  character.  Lady  Belvedere  could  not 
doubt ;  that  it  was  sufficiently  serious  to  be 
the  cauie  of  deadly  strife  between  her  friends 
■nd  her  slanderer,  was  equally  evident,  but 
whatever  it  might  be,  she  had  that  proud 
iousness  of  ib  falaehoo*!,  that  could  en- 
■bl«  her  to  hear  it  with  firmness,  and  rendered 
her  secure  of  an  instantaneous  acc)uitial  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world. 

•'Captain  Calvcrlcy."  said  she,  with  much 
emlurnissittonl,  imd  »«n»e  hesitation,  "I  am. 
at  you  mtui  be  well  aware,  in  a  most  painful 


166 


ItAHHY    CALVCRLBY. 


position  witli  rtspect  to  this  aHuir,  of  which  it 
seenis  1  am  unconsciously,  and  inuMt  unaccount- 
ably the  cause.  From  what  1  have  beard 
from  Miss  Caryl,  as  well  as  from  what  you 
have  just  sai*))  I  am  led  to  believe  that  you 
are  in  some  way  involved  in  the  qtiarrel,  or 
at  least,  acquainted  with  the  circunisUnceti  in 
wliich  it  originated.  That  your  conoexion 
with  it  must  have  arii<en  in  a  fi'tfling  of  ktnil- 
ness  towartla  nic — I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt;  and  I  therefore  rely  u]>on  your  cait- 
dour,  to  unravel  for  inc  this  extraordinary 
and  distressing  mystery.  I  vnticat  you  to 
tell  me  the  whole  truth  on  a  subject  of  such 
vital  iin|Kirlancv  to  my  happinew  and  respect- 
ability,  and  which  may  perhaps  require  me 
to  take  more  ofPcciual  ilc|)>  fur  the  vindi 
tion  of  my  lii)n<«ii'," 

She   |)nu.ied.    and    Calvcrlcy,   with   a  coni>j 
picxiun  raryinf(  in  hue,  like  a  piece  of  shoe 
grot  4e  Naiite*,  screwi»l  up  his  courage   to 
the  sticking  place,  and  commenced  a  reply, 
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for  wliicli,  as  welt  as  for  the  rcniaiiulcr 
of  Uio  eolltxiuj',  oil  both  aidts,  we  lutvo  en* 
(Wavoured  to  perfurm  the  cluriuble  olBcc 
tliat  Mr.  Gumey  i*  %o  often  called  u|>un 
to  execute  for  the  1*;^  pmciucd  uraturs  of  the 
nable  lioiuc,  by  hi)iDg  before  the  public,  the 
parport  of  (In-ir  lor<l<hips'  eloquent  np)>caU 
in  a  sotacwhut  Ichk  di«joinlcd  foiiii  of  oratory, 
than  tlint  in  which  their  infant  pwlor  leads 
tturm  to  Indulge.  Thtm  ihv  reudcr*a  iiitagina> 
lion  will  be  tu  good  as  to  aupjily  the  vorioua 
{Huuet,  ■ummuringx  and  repetilioitK,  which 
the  relative  clrcutnsuinccs  of  the  pitrtiet  ren- 
dered very  excuitable  in  point  of  feeling, 
ulthough  to  the  judgment  of  the  critic,  they 
might  not  be  very  edifying  in  point  of 
eloquence. 

"  However  cinbArrassing  (be  explanation 
which  you  rctiuiru  may  be  to  niyiiclfi  and  I 
need  not  >ay  Uiat  it  muat  be  painfully  so,  on 
virioua  accounU,"  »id  be,  "  my  Bret  duty  it 
to  obey  your  couimandu,  which  1  «ludl  do  \.i\ 
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the  letter;  and  all  die  more  readily,  ina»Diucli 
aa   I  can    i»ost    solemnly   asEure    you,  ibnt 
throughout  tliis  unpleaaaiit   and   very  fooli>li 
aflair,  nothing  has  been  uiid  by  any  peraon 
which   con   for  a   moment  bo   considered   as 
casting  utiy  »«rioua  imputatinn  un  n  character 
ihnt  every  one  must  ftel  to  be  far,  far  above 
the  reach  of  Klaiider.     Dut  in  rcluling  to  you 
what  I  know  of  the  matter, — I  have,  I  con- 
feeSt  one  very  serious  cause  o(  apprehension, — 
lest  I  should  incur  your  displeasure;  for  I  a'n 
eonxoom  and  bound  to  acknowledge,  thai  die 
occurrence  of  this  morning  is  Irjiceable  lo  what 
your  ladyship  may  perhniis  consider  as  my  im- 
prudence, in  anitiiudverting  with  much  wurmih 
on  iin  i-x|:ression  which  Jtlr.Toinkyns  dropped 
in  my  hearing  last  night  iil  llir  Opera.     Uut, 
however  indiscreet  my  interference  may  luive 
been.   It   was    prompted    by   fei'liiigs   which, 
although  f  may  not  avow,  I  shall  never  cease 
to  cherish,— and  oven  nt  the  risk  of  your  dii* 
pleaaure,     I    cannot    help    sa>ing,    that    my 
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chttrf  cau«c  or  ru(^t  in  in  the  reflection  tiiat 
diuiilu-r  t>iu  stepped  in  to  ileprive  mo  of  that 
In  which  I  wns  justly  entitled,  unJ  itu])ere-ccled 
ine  in  sn  oflico,  in  thu  exercise  of  wliicb,  I 
iroiittl  willingly  huvc  sucrificcJ  my  life." 

The  lutlcr  p^rt  of  Ihis  tirade  was  delivered 
with  A  degree  of  energy  thut  alrangly  con- 
Iruted  with  the  erabarratsment  lh»t  marked  its 
eommenccinent.  Utit  l^dy  Uclrvderc  did  not 
appear  wrjf  miicli  offended  by  his  rranknetu), 
or  very  indiffnant  at  the  uidtscrelion  to  which 
lio  alluded.  She  contcoted  herself  with  re- 
plying, 

"  You  ought  rather  to  congratulutc  your- 
self that  the  rashness  uf  othera  has,  perhaps, 
MVrd  tnu  from  n  feeling  of  sclf-roprooch  (liut 
would  have  followed  you  to  your  gntve,  iud 
you  laken  the  hti'  of  a  fellow-creiiture.  Ile< 
tiere  me.  1  require  no  such  proof  of  your  sen- 
timents towards  roe,  and  could  have  rery  wil- 
lingly disi>onsed  witli  the  chainpion&hip  of 
Lord  Belvedere,  whose  well-meant  xcal  has, 
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I  fear,  been  more  uyurious  than  useful,  by 
the  publicity  which  nn  aflair  of  this  sort  it 
sure  to  obtain.  But  you  hare  not  answered 
my  question;  to  which  1  can  now  have  no 
longer  any  hcsitntion  in  requiring  a  ittutinct 
reply." 

It  is  said  tliat  Lore  u  blind  ;  and,  I  bC' 
lieve,  the  same  attnbule  ha«  been  sonietiinet 
ascribed  to  Justice.  So  far  there  may  be  n 
species  of  rescnibtance  between  tlieni.  But 
although  justice,  morally  speaking,  may  be 
■aid  to  be  toeeiff,  love,  we  are  sorry  to  say, 
is  seldom  ywff ;  and,  perhaps,  a  stronger  in- 
stance of  the  )Mirtidtity  with  which  thnt  hliml 
<)eity  conducts  himself  could  scarcely  be 
adduced,  than  the  fact  that  Lady  Belve- 
derc  wus  disposed  to  throw  upon  hi*  krd- 
ship  the  whole  blauie  of  an  aSair,  the  ^ctal 
of  which  was  mainly  attributable  to  Cal- 
Tcrley,  whose  rash  aortie  in  defence  of  her 
character  she  not  only  viewed  with  indulgence) 
but  reflected  on  with  aalisfaction ;    « hilu  tJie 
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iterfer«nce  of  Lord  Belvedere,  which  was 
nmcli  more  sulliurizctl  by  the  circuinftnnow 
under  wbicb  it  Iiad  tskcii  place,  geeuied  to 
ler  ■  rather  gratuitous  piece  of  ofBciouKiiost 
on  bU  part,  and  more  dcscrring  of  ceiiaure 
tliau  appbuiic. 

But  attbougli  Love  u  blind,  according  to  ibv 

beat  nulborities,  lie  U,  in  many  eu*xa,  endowed 

with  B  faculty  which,  if  it  be  not  clcAr-iigliled- 

ltM»,  aH  that   would   be   a  paradox,    ia   ver^ 

limilar  tn  its  nature  and  results.    Thus  in  the 

^Lii>Ist  of  all  bit  agitation  and  eiiil>arraKiincnt, 

^hur  btro  did  not  fuil  to  make  siuidry  reflections 

^ftn  what  had    fallen  from  bcr  ludyaliiii,  that 

perfectly  coincided  with  the  view  of  the  ()uc»> 

Hfiun  which  we  have  juit  stated,  and  aifordeil 

^Hm  a  degree  of  grattficntion  nlmoHt  equal  to 

'vlia  the  would  have  felt,  had  be  been  so  fortu- 

Bald  am  tn  lodge  ii  pistol-ball  under  the  tifth  rib 

of  Mr.  Bubb  Tomkyns,  instead  of  Imiving  that 

coirriiM^g  mode  of  argument  tn  be   brought 

Bio  play  by  my  Lord  Belvedere. 

1  a 
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He  llicrefure  proceeded)  vrilli  grentty  in- 
creased  coiitidetioe,  to  relate  the  substance  of 
what  had  )>a9t>ed  at  the  OpiTit  between  hiniBtlf 
and  Mr.  'I'omkyiijf,  without  thinking  it  ncccs- 
sary  to  parlicularize  any  of  that  genllctRjnV 
ingenious  hypotheses  concerning  her  hidyvhip's 
origin  ;  nx,  however  offensive  they  were  to  the 
feelings  of  our  hero,  they  cast  no  personal 
imputation,  and  couUl  not  therefure  have  been 
alleged  as  ■  reasonable  pretext  for  rcinon- 
•tnuice.  Moreover,  it  was  a  branch  of  the 
subject  that  Calvcrley  was  not  very  anxious  to 
approach,  not  feeling  quilu  cerUiin  as  to  the 
reUlive  proportions  of  truth  and  falsehood,  in 
the  various  coi^i-ctiirea  which  Tonikjns  had 
either  originated  or  retailed. 

The  rt-lief  to  Lady  Belvedere's  mind  was 
un^licakablei  on  finding  the  subjecl-inaltcr  of 
ttccii^ntion  reduced  to  a  comparatively  trifling 
charge,  tlie  offence  in  question  being  of  too 
universal  practice  to  carry  with  it  any  very 
wrtous  share  of  public  reprobation.    And  as 
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her  own  conscicace  acquitted  h«r  wholly  of 
aoy  intentional  indulgence  tliercin,  sIhj  could 
very  well  aflbrd  to  forgive  her  accuser. 

Calvcrlcjr'i  otniuion  of  tlic  genrnlogical,  or 
biographical  part  of  the  question,  liotl  not 
Mcapcd  hi-r  notice;  but  ahe  judged  it  belter  to 
pan  it  orer  in  ailenoe,  for  reasons  which  we  do 
not  think  proper  to  develop  here,  although 
thej  may  perhips  be  explained  to  the  reader 
in  ifac  farther  progress  of  this  narrative. 

"  Well,"  said  she  with  a  amile,  "  I  will  not 
uy  thai  your  conduct  was  reinarkablc-  for  pru- 
dence ; — but  I  should  be  very  ungrateful  if  1 
were  not  to  acknowledge  the  ««nt«  1  entertain 
of  your  cliivalroui  behaviour.  1  am  certainly 
not  ootudmia  of  laying  niyaelf  open  to  the 
clmrge  which  Mr.  Tomkyns  has  brought 
againM  me  [  nor  con  I  coiiceive  what  could 
induce  him  lo  make  so  ungalUnt  an  atiiick  on 
my  character, — at  a  moment  when  we  had  ju»t 
tnci  with  every  ap)>earancc  of  cordiality  of 
which  the  nature  of  our  acquAintance  admits. 
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But,  |)i>Dr  man !  he  has  paid  dearly  for  Iiis  un- 
accountable  mdUcrvlion,  to  give  it  no  liarslier 
nBDit,  nn<l  I  am  «urc  I  forgive  him  from  my 
Itenrt." 

Here  the  conversation  wna  interrupted  by 
the  enlranee  of  the  evrrant. 

"  Lord  Belvcderu  is  below,  my  Udj-,  And 
ntshcs  to  know  if  your  tad)slii|>  will  see  him 
this  morning." 

"  Certainly ;  Brewster — Did  not  the  porter 
tell  hiB  lordfihip  ihut  I  wnn  ut  home?" 

"  Yo8,  my  Udy;  but  lits  loril&liip  nould  not 
walk  up  until  I  made  llic  cmtuiry." 

"  Shew  him  up  immediately," 

Cnlrarky  rose  to  de|>iirt;"but  L«dy  Belve- 
dere, who  had  turned  very  pale  at  the  an* 
^nouncemeiit  of  hia  lordship,  said  with  consider- 
lUe  cmharratuimeat : 

"  Stay,  1  would  rather  you  did  not  go — 
just  yet  J  for  various  reasons — I  do  not  wiidj, — 
that  is — litis  ioten'iew  is  rather  embarrassing 
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ui  me — after  what  baa    bapiwned — and   ttie 

presence  of  a  third  person " 

Breireter  now  re-nppeared,  usitering  in  his 
lordrhip,  who  enteroi)  with  an  uSected  air  of 
bmnility  and  lie  si  lotion,  which  ill-eonccaled 
the  triuinpliuit  feelinga  of  hi*  hcan.  He  was 
dreaaed  with  his  muni  recAfrrAf,  and  ap- 
jic^ared  in  excellent  preaervatton,  although  he 
wore  his  right  arm  most  becomingly  in  a  aling, 
and  a  longitudinal  'Ijutb  from  the  shoulder  lo 
(be  wriat,  in  hi*  right  oleevo,  tied  up  at  proiwr 
mterrala  by  bows  of  bbick  ribbon,  aflorded 
wmw  ground  for  believing  that  be  bad  accu- 
rately anticipated  the  result  of  the  meeting, 
and  provided  himself  accordingly.  Had  l^ord 
Bcltedere  been  a  Scotchman,  this  manifesta- 
tion of  the  spirit  of  prophecy  in  his  toUetle 
amngementa,  would  hitve  been  easily  aceounl- 
ed  for.  But  aa  the  gift  of  secoml-Kight  has  never 
yet.  aa  far  as  we  are  aware,  been  extended  to 
any  member  of  the  Iri«h  )>eerage,  we  may  as 
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well  acknowledge  tbat  his  lordship's  wardrobe 
waa  always  stipiilicd  witli  one  or  two  latatided 
coats,  ready  to  b«  called  into  active  ser< 
vke,  in  the  event  of  any  such  casualty,  as 
that  which  had  just  occurred ;  which  gar- 
ments, if  report  di<l  not  belie  him,  were  occa- 
sionally employed  to  enlist  the  syinitatlty  of 
the  fair  sex  in  his  favour,  by  giving  delusive 
ufl'ccl  to  certain  problctnntical  fractures,  ima- 
gijiary  bruises,  or  supitosilitious  sprains! 

In  the  present  instance,  however,  it  is  but 
justice  to  the  noble  lord,  to  uiy,  that  lie  had 
a  pretext  for  ihc  adoption  of  this  interesting 
style  of  costume,  his  adversary's  ball  having 
positively  injured  his  ann  so  severely,  thai 
the  surgical  friend  who«e  accidental  pre* 
•ence  on  the  ground  after  the  affair,  was  so 
opportune,  had  judged  it  expedient  to  apply 
on  the  affected  part,  a  circular  piece  of 
black  court  pEaister,  of  the  circumference  of 
one  shilling  sterling,  of  the  current  coin  of 
this  realm. 
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"  Salittl  bel/e  coutine-'"  exclaimed  tlie 
hero,  will)  a  jirofountl  salam ;  "  I  scarcely 
know  whether  I  nppeitr  before  yoiir  foot- 
ttod  oa  ■  culprit  who  has  incurred  your  in.-, 
by  hU  prcaumption,— or  u  n  faitbrul  vassal, 
wboM  honourable  Kcars,  won  in  the  cause  of 
hu  liege  Udy,  entitle  him  to  the  rich  re- 
ward of  a  smile  fVom  her  fair  lipR.  Hut  I 
beg  pardon."  continued  he,  on  seeing  CaU 
verley,  "]>crhspa  I  disturb  you;"  and  his 
countenance  assumed  an  expression  which 
waa  any  thing  but  friendly  towards  our 
bvro. 

"  Not  nl  all.  my  lordj"  answered  Lady 
Belvedere,  aoioewhal  coldly,  "Captain  Cal- 
verley  haji  boeti  giving  me  some  ver>'  interest- 
ing information  concerning  this  unpleasant 
affair,  in  which  I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  your 
lonlship  has  been  a  sufferer," 

■•  In  inch  A  cause— lady  fair,  tufffring  is 
out  of  the  question  ;  the  shght  scratdi  which 
I  received  in  your  ladyship's  defence,  I  am 
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Iiroiid  to  bear  as  the  glorious  iMidgc  of  my 
•criitude." 

"  I  BUppose,"  aaiti  Lady  Belredere,  ■miting, 
liut  evidently  n  little  nniioyed  nt  llic  pre- 
suming flippancy  of  hi*  tone,  "  I  Atn  bound 
to  excuse  the  liyperbolical  Innguage  of  chi- 
valry, in  fitvour  of  the  deeds  of  nrnis,  in  which 
so  much  of  itn  genuine  spirit  has  been  dU- 
pUyed.  But  in  truth,  Lord  Belvedere,  1  am 
ill-prepared  to  carry  on  the  contest  of  per- 
*ytage,  on  a  subject  of  such  painful  interest  f 
I  trust  you  aa^  give  rae  tlte  latest  accounts  of 
Mr.  Tomkyns;  whose  wound  Cnptnin  Calvei- 
ley  assures  me,  is  not  considered  dangerous." 

"Your  ladyship  is  happy  in  having  such 
nccorsle  sources  of  information,"  ssid  Belve- 
dcrci  with  a  sneer;  "and  Captain  Calverley  is 
certainly  very  obliging  to  hare  investigated 
sn  thoroughly  for  your  satisfiiction,  an  aflldr, 
ia  which,  if  he  have  any  connexion  with  it  at 
all,  he  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  take  a  prin- 
cipal part." 
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The  blood  rushed  to  Calverley's  clieeka,  al 
tite  insinualion  implied  iri  Lord  Belvedere'*  re- 
mark, and  it  was  with  difficulty,  he  raiUercd 
his  indignation  sufficiently  to  reply,  with  a 
dvgree  of  calmneas,  snd  in  a  tone  bordering 
oa  contempt, 

"  It  \M  probable,  my  lord,  that  my  connexion 
with  ibe  nlDtir  might  have  )>eeii  as  direct,  and 
my  interieretKC  to  the  fuU  bm  vSec.anl  na  your 
lordaliip'a,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  very  un- 
usual,  and  somewhul  unaccountible  manner, 
in  which  my  clniins  as  principal  were  sti- 
peiwded." 

"  Oh!  you  mtslake  n>e  entirely,"  uid  hU 
lonlihip.  "  No  blatno  could  posclbly  atiicli 
la  you,  for  leaving  the  mutter  in  the  liaiidH 
of  ihoto  who  had  a  figfit  to  act  on  the  oc- 
casion." 

■'  A«  n  friend  of  Lady  bcl»eilere'B,"  an- 
■wcred  our  hero,  with  increasing  warmth,  "  I 
presume  I  hi<l  a  right  to  resent  any  oliservn- 
lion  which  I  might  coniidar  derogatory  to  the 
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refpect  wliicli  the  character  uf  hvr  Imlyship 
(lemunds;  and  I  sm  yet  lo  lenrn  upon  what 
other  plea  )  our  Uirdtihip's  inlcrference  can  be 
defended.  So  far  I  believe  we  arc  on  a  per- 
fect equality;  but  I  must  beg  lenrc  to  obscrtc 
en  passant,  that  I  am  not  very  ready,  to  nilniit 
tbc  riglil  of  any  third  perM>n  lo  amtnadverl  on 
my  conduct  in  the  affair." 

"Come,  come,  gentlemen!"  said  Lady  Bel- 
vedere, who  began  to  be  somewhat  alarined  at 
the  tone  of  Ibc  conversnlion ;  "this  iiort  of 
discussion  in  UHck'tiH,  and  wome  than  ui<c)<-«s. 
1  feel  grateful  to  you  both,  for  the  prompU- 
tude  with  which  you  Ixivc  come  forward  att  my 
cliampionii;  nor  will  I  .<tiip  to  enquire  whether 
a  little  more  prudent  consideration  might  not 
have  enabled  you  to  avoid  the  e>:tn>me  mea- 
sure which  you  both  intended  to  purxtiv,  and 
which  Lord  Belvedere  has  carried  into  execu- 
tion. But  I  must  solemnly  protest  uguiiist 
tlieM!  reenminatory  obwrvaiiona ;  and  if  my 
decided  wi^hes  are  held  in  any  degree  of  re- 
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spcct  by  eillicr  of  you,  yo\i  will  prove  to  me, 
by  t-iking  eacb  other  cordially  by  (he  hand, 
that  you  Bra  willing  to  ucrificv  the  spirit  of 
atiiiDOEily  wliicb  you  lutre  exhibited,  tn  feelings 
of  «  more  creditable  nature.  What,  gentU^- 
meot"  continHcd  che,  with  increasing  ttlartu, 
ui<l  greater  vehemence,  on  perceiving  that 
neither  p«rty  cxhibit«<l  any  disposition  to 
obey  Iter  commniuls ; — "  U  it  not  enough  that 
my  nan>e  ibould  be  bandied  about  from  mouth 
to  tnoutli,  in  connexion  with  an  affiiir  of  this 
sort ; — that  it  should  have  be«n  mndc  the  sub- 
ject of  idle  gossip  to  the  whole  town?  Be- 
fom  I  ean  bo  secure  that  one  Hfc  has  iwt 
been  sacriftcod  in  this  distressing  and  unac- 
countable contest,  am  I  to  be  threatened  with 
the  prospect  of  another  quarrel, — to  serve  as  a 
pretext  for  a  second  violation  of  tlic  Uiws  of 
God  and  dmui  !  and  this  without  n  ihndow  of 
caus«  fur  dispute!  My  t>ord  UoUcdere — 
Captain  Calverloy, — I  inireat— " 

'  Nay,  luiy!  Actfe  eom'me]'*  siiid  his  lord- 
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•hip.  who,  although  perffcdy  game,  bad  no 
abatract  Ion  of  Rghling,  and  waa  jnatlj'  of 
opioton,  that  hU  moniii^'a  «)>ort  had  sup- 
plied  him  with  a  stodc  of  glory,  upon  which 
his  heroic  reputation  could  nflord  lo  subsist 
for  some  time  longer:  *'  yon  are  nerdiexsly 
apprehensive,  as  far  as  my  intentions  are  con- 
oemed.  It  i»  certainly  not  my  wish  to  (]uarrel 
with  Captahi  CaKrrlcy ;  and,  mm  it  wan  not  my 
purpose  lo  oftcnd  him.  I  tru»t  he  will  not 
insist  upon  quarrelling  with  me.  I  regret  to 
say,  that  tlie  results  of  the  lillle  ^haiffaurte 
ot  this  morning  make  it  impossible  for  me  to 
offer  him  my  rigH  hand,  but  if  he  will  be 
content  with   Ihe  l«fl,   it   is   ronlblly  at  his 

So  Myhig,  Itf  held  out  his  hand  to  our 
hero,  who  was,  of  course  bound,  in  common 
civility,  to  take  it,  which  he  diil,  observing 
that, 

"  Ai  his  lonbhtp  diwiaimed  any  intention 
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ffiring  bitn  ofience,  he  could  bnve  no  beiii< 
tation  in  meeting  bis  w-tsiick  fur  tliu  e«iab- 
lialitnL-nt  of  «  belter  uodertUnding  bclomtn 
ihOTn." 

To  do  both  gentlemen  jtutice,  the  cere* 
monjr  was  perfomed  tritli  ns  good  n  grace 
an  botb  sidci  u  cook)  rtuon«bly  be  ex- 
[wcted ;  allbougb  ire  much  fear  tlinl,  tn  ac- 
cordnncc  wtib  the  most  approved  principles 
of  diplotnory,  the  eo/lo  itdollo  was  vorj'  deci- 
dedly at  variance  witli  the  pensieri  ttretti. 

Tbe  aiinouncetnent  itiat  Lady  Belvedere's 
carriage  was  at  tin  duor,  afforded  a  convc- 
ninit  pretext  for  dvporturi'^,  of  which  the 
viiliori  were  wrti  dispoted  to  avail  tliem- 
•clvca,  la  Ibo  sodul  abnosphere  does  not 
caiily  Bubiide  into  the  cabn  of  ordmary  con- 
versation! after  tlie  npuciea  of  iourrajf  irc  which 
bad  jti*t  occurred. 

As  Calverlcy  reached  the  door,  on  hi*  way 
out,  be  perceived  a  person  jiut  in  the  act  of 


184 


HARET   CALVBaUT. 


walking  away  from  it,  after  delivering  a  note 
to  the  porter.  It  was  but  a  gUnipse ;  but  that 
glimpse  was  auffident  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
imlividuars  identity.  It  was  our  Oriental 
incomat. 
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We  sincerely  tru»t  tlie  reader  'a  as  anxious  to 
know  as  we  «re  prc-dctenntDed  not  to  tell 
him,  llu)  lubjcct  of  l)ie  comtnunicnliun  whicli 
oar  friendi  ihe  "  mfMterious  stranger,"  uat 
eridenlly  making  to  Lady  Belvedere ;  in  vliich 
CMC  ho  must  cxerciM  the  same  chrislisn 
virtue  which  the  circumstances  of  tho  oAuir 
|»re»cribcd  to  Colverlcjr,  whoH'  curiosity  was 
roused  to  a  very  uncomfurtable  degree  of  ex- 
citement, not  unmixed  with  displeosurC)  at 
what  he  had  juat  observed.  Indeed,  tu  suy  the 
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truth,  be  wiu  in  tliut  convc-nlcntly  pugnacioiu 
Trame  of  mind,  when  a  man  is  ready-  to  c|uarrel 
wrilh  any  tiling  or  any  liody  that  may  aO'ont 
him  an  opportunity  ;  and  the  or^n  of  com- 
bativencsg,  culIH  into  active  play  by  tii« 
events  of  the  preceding  evening,  having  been 
baulked  of  it*  legitimate  object,  was,  at  the 
moment,  in  so  extraordinary  and  alarming  a 
stale  of  development,  that  be  felt  it  tingling 
through  hia  right  arm  down  to  the  lips  of 
hix  fingers,  and  extending  to  tlic  very  ferule 
of  bio  bamboo. 

But,  alas!  wc  arc  all  the  slaves  of  circtim- 
■toncea;  reform,  remodel,  regenerate  ui  as  you 
will.  The  "march  of  mind"  hag  taken  to  te- 
vcii  lengtie  boots,  and  the  schoolmaster  "  goeth 
■bout  like  n  roaring  lion,  seeking  whom  be 
may  devour;"  and  yet  the  bou«leil  free  agency 
of  man  is  a  chimera  ;  be  is  held  in  fast  bond- 
age by  (he  trammels  of  civiUziitiun !  I  lad  Cal- 
verley  indeed  been  n  denizen  of  Coiineinara, 
and  an  habilui  of  Ballinnsloe  Fair,  there  its 
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little  doubt  but  ttiat  in  (hose  eluvtc  iv^om  he 
would  have  laid  about  htm  with  no  envrgy  aitd 
gusto  that  woulil  hnvc  infiictcd  many  a  broken 
head,  anct  won  many  n  gulden  opiiiion  atnongat 
the  hvroea  of  tb«  shilelah.  Uiit.  ataii !  (here  ■« 
no  prroidi'nt  fur  a  gentlcinaa  of  ancient  de- 
•cent.  A  captain  in  Ilia  Majeaty's  forces,  an 
aid^e^amp  to  tlie  Governor  of  Mudras,  and 
a  ntenbcr  of  the  J.  V.  H.  Club,  taking  ofl'  hi« 
\iigev,  and  dragging  it  after  him  in  defiance 
by  the  aloevT,  down  Bond  Street,  on  n  iiunday 
nftenioun  in  the  month  of  AufjUKtt  m  poor 
Harry  was  fain  to  repreas  the  insiirrccli<»nary 
novetnenU  of  his  "  tyleadiJ  bile,"  anil  walk 
i|uietly  hutnc  to  hia  ultra- Mnr>lcboni>  lodg- 
ings, there  to  make  his  toilet  for  a  six  o'clock 
dinner,  at  tlie  bouse  of  bts  military  supcriur, 
Major-GenernI  Sir  Snmpson  Jcllico,  K.C'.b. 

'J'hi<  engagement  wild  iin|)orta]it ;  it  was  to 
be  a  sptciei  of  iniiugiimtion  banquet  to  the 
newly  appointed  aid-ilc-cump,  and  the  occa> 
•ioa  of   bis   introdurion    fo  ibe  faadnating 
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fftmilj'  of  his  chief,  Ihc  alCnclions  of  vrhkb 
Ilia  friend  Lumley  )mtl  jiaintetl  in  such  glow- 
ing colours ;  and,  Bt  any  other  time,  Calverley 
would  have  expcrionccd  an  awful  feeling  of 
oiriosity  as  to  (lie  tnith  of  his  report.  But 
tbe  events  of  tlie  last  twcnly-fuur  hours  hnd 
turned  the  current  of  his  thoughts  into  a  ili- 
rection  far  remote  from  the  Oriental  and  so- 
cial delights  that  opened  on  his  view,  as  con- 
nected with  his  recent  ap|>oititntent.  It  was^ 
enough  for  liim  to  know  that  he  iras  destined 
to  undergo  a  long,  perhaps,  an  eternal  repa- 
ration from  the  object  of  lii^  aSeclions;  (hat 
after  having  most  unfortunately,  and,  aa  it 
appeared  to  hiin  now,  most  culpably,  missed 
llie  opportunity  of  ultooting  or  being  shot  b 
Iter  defence,  he  was  about  to  leave  her  sur- 
rounded by  adorers,  and  especially  obnoxious 
to  the  addresses  of  the  formidable  individua] 
who  had  anticipated  him  in  his  heroic  lutcn- 
(ions. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  orerwlielming  anxie- 
tiM,  or  what  imporluncc  to  liim  were  the  man- 
nrrs,  tvtnpcr,  or  nppeiiriiim'  of  the  TotDale  Jelli- 
cm!  Wh»t  did  it  rontter  whether  I.umley's 
family  sketches  were  portrait  or  CAricature,  Ic- 
^liuiale  critiaiiin,  or  acrtmoniouN  Kiitire?  Ahu, 
nothing!  "  5Ua  delighted  him  not,  nor  wo- 
mao  either  i"  and  he  felt  his  heart  e«)iialljr 
■Fciire  Ovni  tho  attractiana  of  the  junior  dam> 
Kei  (with  wliom,  aa  niii-dv-camp,  it  might  be 
hi»  duty  to  fall  ia  love]  were  she  to  prove 
fair  a«  n  llouri,  or  swarthy  aa  an  Kthiop. 

It  vraa  «tnguUr  enough,  tlial  tn  the  midit  of 
id]  the»e  reflections,  so  aymptomatic  of  exclu- 
sive dcTolion  In  one  qunrter,  and  of  perfect 
apathy  with  respect  to  tlie  other,  he  Caugltl 
hinuclf  debating  the  c|ueBtton  of  n  white  or 
block  neckcloth  (he  was  in  uiournini;;)  with  an 
accurate  Kcrutiny  of  their  comparative  cliinis, 
on  the  ■core  of  b^cominffHe**,  thut  mhuKI  htivv 
done  no  dlicredit  to  hia  early  days  of  dand  t  i^m* 
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and  wuuld  bare  been  peculiarly  llaiu-ring  to 
those  for  whoae  benefit  the  queHtioii  had  been 
raiseil: — so  much  for  tndiRffivnce! 

The  fjict  »,  lliat  di^giiUc  it  rs  we  'nay,  tbc 
spirit  of  coquetry  it  very  n«arl>'  a*  nct\<ie 
iimungRt  u*  "  lordfl  of  the  creation,"  as  aoiongtl 
tliosc  wboui  we  compassionately  designate  n* 
the  "  weaker  sex,"  winch  plirase,  howerer 
correct  it  may  be  in  a  pbyKiL-al  sense,  is  by  no 
means  so  generally  true  witli  respect  to  moral 
or  intvllfctusl  qiialitie«,  as  our  vanity  woutil 
lead  us  to  bcUevc, 

There  is  no  man,  no  unmarried  man  ai 
least,  under  a  ccrluin  age, — say  fivc-nnd-forly, 
— who  really  feels  perfect  indiflcrenee  a<  to  the 
imprCMion  which  his  appearance  and  abord 
arc  calculated  to  produce  upon  any  unmarried 
lady— under  a  certain  age:- -and  here — for 
obvioiu  reaions,  w«  Khali  not  attempt  to  define 
the  period,~to  whom  he  is  nhoui  to  undergo 
a  preoMMlilatcd  introduction. — It  is  not  thnt  wc 
absolutely  wish  to  turn  her  head,  poor  «onl! 
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HO  ofien  to  philosophize,  wc  *ball  be  Uic  for 
dinner, — 

At  tlie  iippoinlct)  hour  Ciilrcrlcy  proceoiieiJ 
tii  Gloucester  Place,  and  was  ushered  intn  a 
room  where  the  first  object  tlint  cnught  hi* 
eye  wim  «n  iintneiise  xnd  alupeleu  msn  of 
amher-coloured  satin,  whicli)  on  the  annotmce- 
ment  of  his  name,  put  itself  in  motion,  and 
slowly  separating;  from  llie  oitonitin  over  whjcli 
it  hud  been  spread,  rose  gradually  up  to  n 
Iterpeiidicular  height,  conmienturate  with  iis 
va»t  circumference,  and  lateral  exjtansion. 

From  the  opposite  side  of  the  cbimney-piecc 
Itolihtcd  fiiru-ard  tl)e  illustrious  JcllJco  himself, 
who  greeted  our  hero  with  a  degree  of  eordi- 
ahty  not  unmixed  with  condescension,  iind 
pretcmet)  hiin  to  the  nforesiiid  amber  inouninin, 
whom  he  introduced  as  Lady  Jellico.  The 
" /^^iriw  "  assumed  a  most  f/rinccssiif  aspect 
(tlic  word  is  Byroiiian)  and  executed  a  miiile 
Hdniirabiy  calculated  to  dbplay  two  rovs  of 
teeih,  which  in  |>oint  of  length  and  whiteness, 
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of  very  jeQow  sfaoulden,  and  no  inconsidcr- 
abte  expanse  of  back,  trliich  might  luTe  been 
more  judiciousi}'  left  to  the  unaginatiuD — Her 
reception  of  Calreriey  vas  decidedly  titiper* 
dlious,  she  being  of  opinion,  that  the  indivi- 
dual whom,  in  her  suburban  French,  she  called 
an  eddyH'ong,  tras  always  to  be  kept  at  a 
dulance,  unlit  be  had  shi^wn  that  he  knew 
how  to  behare  himself.  Mureovcr,  «hc  wa«  ni 
the  moment  u  gowl  deal  engroMed  by  the 
lender  assiduities  of  a  certain  gaunt,  hani 
featured,  Kandy-haifed,  and  red-fisted  high- 
lander,  heir  apparent  to  a  Scots  peemge,  an*! 
■everal  thousand  acres  of"  moor  and  motm- 
tain,"  highly  intereiiting  to  a  geologist  with  a 
strong  ann  and  a  sharp  pick-axe,  and  emi- 
nently adapted  fur  (he  grazing  of  a  certain 
clsFs  of  quadrupeds,  who  in  rheir  gastronomical 
predilections,  are  known  to  lie  (he  least  fasti- 
dious of  nil  the  |.Tamimvornua  tribes. 

As  the  l>roa<l  lands  of  DrumcracLlin,  were 
however   more  remarkable  for  Mrritoriut  ex- 
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teat,  tlun  fiscal  av«Uiibil!tj',  the  Honourable 
Krnnclh .  ArcliibalO  Cosmo  Gordon  Cock- 
eHoay  wu,  »  in  tlulj-  bound,  on  (he  look- 
ut  for  Mc  tiein-M  to  whom,  all  tliingi  cim- 
•ideMj,  lie  wm  «o  ju«lly  entitled.  At  ibc 
close  of  an  unsucceiaful  London  caiiipnign, 
during  wbtcli  lie  had  three  wvcral  timea 
ascertained  Ihat  "  elout  licflrt  docs  not  alvrajB 
«in  fiiir  Isdy,"  espeirinlly  when  the  Udy  is  rich 
a^  veil  as  fuir,  he  was  dt^bnting  Kith  himself, 
irbether  he  vrould  re^ene  bin  forces  iind  post- 
ne  his  operations  till  the  shooting  season ; 
for  the  proGiabU'  cmployiuent  of  wbichi  he 
bad  every  chance  wbii-h  »  certiiinty  of  Wobum 
fiiir  prospect  ofHolkhain,  and  a  ntinote 
vuta  of  Alnwick  could  aflurd  bint;  or  with 
prudent  CKtimate  of  the  present  and  the 
Ttuio, — as  eonlratted  with  (he  future  ami 
the  conttnjfent,  aii  dou-n  before,  and  procctd 
regularly  to  invest  Fott  JeUico,  which  scetneil 
very  much  dlapowd  to  surrender  at  diacre- 
lioD. 
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A  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jermyn, — our  friend  Si 
CometiuB  O'Siillivan,  h  Mr.  Dubster,  a  minis- 
ivrUil  M.  P,  tiraut  avr  te  radical  {the  bill  had 
just  pancd)  and  Fjtxroy  Lumley,  now  arrived 
in  rapid  succession ;  and  afl«r  the  lapse  of 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  Sir 
Sain|Mon  entertained  the  cornpan)'  with  a  rery 
If^amed  dtsseriation  on  the  nature,  habits,  and 
manners  of  the  adjutant,  not  the  mititJiry  func* 
tionary,  but  the  f^gsntic  bird  so  called. — ht 
ie«in«d  to  grow  n  little  impatient,  and  taking 
out  his  watch,  observed  ; 

"  Vesey  i«  Ute  to  day  ;  but  that  is  no  reason 
the  dinner  should  be  spoiled — Lady  Jellieo, 
my  love,  may  I  trouble  you  to  ring — 1  never 
wail  beyond  a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  anybody 
—especially  a  bachelor ;  if  people  choose  to 
lose  their  dinner,  that  is  tketr  look-out ; — lo  be 
sure  it  would  not  be  of  »o  much  consequence, 
if  everybotly  could  do  what  1  did  nt  Foolijia- 
lam,  on  the  day  when  I  suppressed  the  insur- 
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menl,  in  conEv<)iiencc  of  their  baring  Impoied 
n  tax  upon  rice,  and  publislic<l  an  edict  agaiiut 
«Hltfe»,  q{  course  under  l11;^  advici;  of  Hic 
Britisli  re»i)ent,  wtio  being  a  Tew  hotulrcd 
miles  u)>  the  country  fur  his  health,  I,  as  BcnW 
militiiry  olllcer,  iras  commandant  jiro  trmpore, 
and  Chargi  d" Affaires.  ^VeII,  sh-,  I  was  lying 
Tull  stretch  on  my  aofa — in  a  light  morning 
gown  and  slippers,  half  dozing  o\er  a  novel  or 
jtometbing  of  the  ion,  and  two  of  my  people 
hnni  at  it  with  \\\c\v  jjunkah* ;  nrhrn  in  rn»hed 
the  chief  hatiUtar  of  my  company,  with  a  face 
at  long  as  my  arm,  and  «ycs  vtarting  from 
their  »ockela;  '  Wliai'»  the  matter?  sajs  I.' 
'  Oh  BurrahSaib!  Burrak  Saib.''  says  he— 
but  it's  no  u»e  giving  yoti  his  jargon.  He  told 
mc,  that  the  whole  town  woa  up  (n  arm*,  and 
marching  on  the  palace  and  the  barrack*, 
headed  by  their  moUaht  and  hallooed  on  by 
their  women.  '  Pooh,  pooh!'  says  I,  '  a  fig  for 
the  moUaht  and  the  rf(i//^>  loo  !  beat  ibc  torn- 
torn,  and  turn  out  the  guard  ;  we'll  w</«  tliem 
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a  jiffey.*— Well,  sir — in  five  minutes  tlie 
garrUoii  was  under  annB)  and  we  were  nuircb- 
ing  down  on  the  rebeU,  as  Iiard  an  we  could 
pelt — By  ihe  Lord,  Sir  ComeliuB,  jou  never 
taw  a  &ncr  charge  with  fixed  bayonets  in  your 
life ; — wc  were  not  above  a  hundred  and  fifty 
altogether — the  insurj|[enla  ahuut  five  thoujtatid, 
as  near  as  I  could  calculate,  armed  with 
every  sort  of  weapon,  from  a  uymitnr,  down 
to  «  bodkin,  and  all  sorts  of  kitchen  utensils, 
hjf  way  of  projectiles.  Well,  sir — down  we 
rushed — double  ijoick  lime.  Egad  !  sir ! — they 
■torn)  llteir  ground,  and  fought  like  devils — 
nen,  women,  and  children — and  when  my 
Mcond  in  command,  poor  Mac  Munlo  of  tlie 
Bombay  EngincorB — be  was  aftcrwardu  killed 
in  l)ie  Bumvec  War, — was  knocked  down  and 
bad  bu  head  laid  open  by  a  fling  of  a  tin 
aaueepan,  or  some  cursed  roocbine  of  tlie 
kind — by  Jove,  sir — niy  troops  began  to  wa- 
mr.— Weil,  1  mw  there  was  no  time  to  b« 
loat,  to  giving  my  fcUows  two  or  three  hearty 
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w  Hiiid<Mt>ne«,  hy  waj  of  encourngt* 
, — 1  ffnmg  fonrnrd,  and  made  a  grab  at 
the  heard  ot  the  chter  maiioA — it  mu  a*  long 
id  before  be  bw)  time  to  cry 
itb  ooe  Btroke  of  my  sabre,  1 
ll&ifaldted  tnv  Hiniloo  hero  with  all  the 
I  dmatiij'  of  m  TurLbli  executioner.  This 
tbe  fbrtuDC  of  ibe  dny ;  the  whole 
wcl  vp  •  howl  that  might  hnrc  b«cii 
•t  St.  Ilekoa, — uid  wbbking  to  the 
light  abot.  they  all  took  to  ibeir  hceb,  every 
■m  jack  I — Wefl.  sir,  yoa  may  imagine  we 
fcfcweJ  op  the  puT«uit  pretty  closely,  and, 
cgid !  if  tbey  duJn't  run  like  so  many  lamp* 
Efbters.  it  was  not  for  want  of  being  prodded 
tnm  behind,  hat  bat  ha!— Wc  lefl  about  five 
hondiml  4M  tb*  field, — and  took  about  aa 
many  piiMoara. — Mot  a  bud  aflemoon's  work, 
1  think,  in  a  sultry  climate ! " 

^**  Pretty  well,  for  a  start  T  whispered  Lum- 
y  to  our  hoio, — bui  1  told  you  what  to  ex- 
pect.- 
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'Well,  Sir  Sampson,"  said  Sir   Corneltui, 
'tt  was  uoquestionabty  a  rery  gftllant  aiTair, 
D<1  a  mtghty  edifying  transition  from  Sardaua- 
^paluB  to  Jutiiu  Cn.-«nr.      But,   tny   dear   air  I 
what  baa  all  this  to  do  vritlt  being  late  for 
^Unner!" 

^B  "  Why,  general,  that  is  what  I  was  going 
^Bd  tell  you.     You  mu&t  know,  I  waa  engaged 
to  dine  with  hu  highness  the  rajah ;  and  this 
Ittle  business  of  the  insurrection  retarded  my 
toilet  a  good  deal ;  more  especially  as  I  had 
received  n  slight  scratch  in  the  shoulder,  from 
ati  amaxon  of  a  vratcr'Carricr,  who  was  laying 
^_abouI    her    most   vigorously,  with   a   .lort  of 
^■oaating-rorlc,  and  harpooning  right  and  lefk 
Bfake  a   Greenland  whider.      Well,    sir,    the 
short  and   the  long  of  the  matter  is,  that  1 
arrivrd  in  the  banqueting-rooni,  half  an  hour 
afkcr    bia    bighness's    usual    dinner-time.      I 
found  the  rajah  looking  as  black  as  a  thunder- 
cloud, and  very  much  disposed  to  resent  my 
unpdnduality, — koowmg  nothing  of  the  cuuHe; 
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br  lie  had  Nlcpt  ihrottgli  the  vliole  nfltcrnooni 
In  spite  of  the  row  under  hia  balcony,  and  i( 
wMn'l  cnn«idcrcd  Hiquette  tn  girr  liiin  any 
infonnation,  untcM  be  eondesceiided  to  make 
■ante  inquiry.  Accordingly,  he  had  mt  down 
to  dinner,  nnd  dispntched  the  6nt  cour»e,  and 
great  part  of  the  second,  before  I  made  my 
appearwioc.  So  af^er  I  had  bulutcd,  and  all 
that  —  'lloUol'  says  I,  'am  I  to  be  miuus 
my  dinner  f  '  Burrah  snibT  Ruy«  the  moon- 
thre, — for  the  n»j.ih  km  an  indifferent  Iwnd  nt 
Knf;li«h,  and  my  kmiwledge  of  llindn«t.-inee, 
was  limited  to  a  few  necesiHary  oalhti]  ho  we 
UBually  conversed  through  an  interpreter. 
'  Bumli  satb,'  says  the  motmskcef  '  Uu  high- 
nets  wail  for  nobody — no  come — no  dine. 
'  Your  wrvunt,'  saja  I, — '  but  ua  I  am  come,  1 
wilt  dine,  or  I'll  know  why.  lUs  highness 
haH  had  hia  fling;  nnd,  if  you  plouso,  we'll 
encore  the  performance.  I've  been  fighting 
like  llyder  Ally  Khan,  tlie  whole  aftemoun,' 
says  I,  '  and,  by  jingo !  1  won't  sUnd  any  non- 
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tetue.  So  matter  imooiwAm,  j-oii  oia;  setile 
il  M  you  please  with  the  r^ah,  but  if 
]tou  iloo*t  instantly  direct  thoM  mahogwiy 
devils  uf  yours  to  bring  back  what  reuiaio* 
of  ibc  fint  ODurse,  —  by  Bramah  and  Jug- 
gtnuutl '  wyfl  1,  '  I'll  bring  his  excellency 
ibo  govcmor-gcneral  about  your  curs,  in  no 
tlBMl  And  we'll  soon  we  «r bo's  nuutcr  here, 
if  tbere'a  jtutice  tn  Leadenball*«lrcetl  — so 
Hufce  money  of  that!  loaster  inooiuhee!'  — 
Egad,  tir,  1  bad  them  all  ad  quiet  »»  hu  many 
lambs,  immediately.  The  mootishee  explained 
the  matter  to  the  rajab ;  bis  highneos  apolu- 
giied  to  mc — the  dinner  was  brought  buck; — 
tod  we  made  a  night  of  it.  His  highncsB  got 
M  drunk  as  a  ftddler — I  wasn't  jiartkularly 
•ober  atyaelf — and  we  were  the  hext  of  fricndi 
in  the  world  ever  after. " 

tiers  the  cnlrunce  of  the  servant  to  an- 
MHiwe  dinner,  saved  ihv  party  fioni  the  iin- 
■itdiale  indietion  of  any  more  tntits  of  Anglo- 
Indian  heroiiDi,  and   ihcy   proceeded   to  the 
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dimng-room,  where,  after  (he  getKra]  thm0le 
which  taki^s  place,  before  any  botljr  bcgitu 
to  CO/,  our  hero  Tound  himself  seated  between 
Mr.  Dubater  and  Mrs.  Jermjn,  the  chair  op- 
posite to  him  being  left  racant,  by  tlie  delay  of 
the  giiest  whoxe  nbMnce  had  been  already 
rcmnrkcd.  Mrs.  Jerniyn  wm  young  and 
pretty, — and  hy  no  means  indioposed  to  de- 
vote •  certiiin  share  of  her  attention  to  Cal- 
vcrley,  bad  the  hittoriciil  and  inilitary  remi- 
niueneea  of  Sir  Sampson  allowed  of  her 
ibstmcting  bvr&clf  fur  any  length  of  lime  from 
the  chanoK  i>f  hts  con  versa  I  ion.  But  the  wor- 
thy K.  C.  U.  who  found  his  impressions  of  the 
put  rc-inforced  by  his  anticipjitions  of  the 
Allure, — Mid  who  was  famous  for  a  vpirit  of 
converaational  mono|>oly,  which  he  could  no 
where  so  safely  or  uninterruptedly  display  as 
at  his  own  liou*e, — was,  u*  the  Scotch  my, 
"nuitlier  to  bind  nor  to  hold,"  aiid  aoiwrd* 
ingly,  kept  jtos^euiiun  of  (he  ground,  marching 
and  cwuiitor-mardiing, — tt^fiUng,  dvbuucbing 
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md  deploying;  carrying  redoubt*,  itomiing 
TortN,  and  sacldng  tovms,  in  every  (lire4:iwn. 
At  length,  Mrs.  Jcrmyn,  nrnilin;;  herself  of 
a  pnusc  in  llie  gnmltly  »f  her  neiglibour, 
oocadone*]  by  the  approach  nf  a  currff,  which 
had  great  charnta  for  his  oriental  palate,  being 
compuundcd  after  the  lateel  receipt  from  Pan- 
dfraoiiium,  ventured  to  inquire  from  our  hero, 
vh«tl>er  be  had  been  at  the  Opuru  on  the  pre- 
vioua  evening. 

Tor  ao  common-place  a  aubjecl,  thU  ww  the 
most  einbarrauing  query  that  could  tiave  been 
addressed  to  bim.  He,  of  course,  however, 
aoNWercd  in  tlic  nfRruialive,  obsorving  that  he 
bad  only  remabwd  a  short  time  in  the  tJieatrc, 
owing  to  the  exc««stTe  boat. 

"Ob,  iheo,"  said  Mrs.  Jermyn;  "you  did 
not  viitneu  iho/racat  in  the  rouiid-room.  I 
UD  told  ibcre  was  something  little  short  of  a 
boiiing-malcb  between  two  gentlemen, — or 
persons  thai  hod  the  appearance  of  gcmle- 
meo:  and  at  the  Univcraity  Club,   Mr.  Jer- 
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rayn  lieard  tliil  llicre  hail  been  a  duel  tbti 
moming;  wlitcli,  tliuy  say,  resulted  frura  the 
sainc  a^r.  1  forgec  Ibc  names;  but  I  tlitnk 
one  of  them  was  a  Captain  Calrert,  or  CU* 
vering,  or  some  such  name." 

"  Captain  Calverley  I  said  Sir  Cornelius 
O'SultiTaii,  from  Ibc  top  of  the  table— <'a  g)u« 
of  winct" 

Mrs.  Jennyn's  fork  dropped  from  her  hand, 
and  she  remained  transfixed  uiili  horror  and 
amaxeincnt,  when  she  heard  the  apo«lroplke  of 
the  genvml,  and  «aw  it  duly  acknowledged 
by  our  hero.  Out  Sir  Sampson,  who  paid 
but  little  attention  to  the  adventures  of 
other  people,  except  as  far  as  they  refresh- 
ed his  memory,  or  prompted  bis  imagina- 
tion concerning  his  own, — having  merely  stop* 
pedto  bait, — remounted  W\i  cheval-de-halaille, 
and  pnrpared  to  set  ofTon  n  new  expedition. 

"  Talking  of  duels,"  Muid  he  to  Mrs.  Jemiyo, 
"  thiit  rciniiidi  tne— did  you  ever  hear  of  old 
MncHweeney,  who  was  adjutant-general  at  Vcl> 
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lora— f  No; — well,  ilo  you  know,  he  went 
out  with  me  once,  t)ccHti«e  )ie  cuiilt)  not  make 
ne  believe  thnt  be  ha<1  seen  anchovies  gTx>w- 
iag  on  treea  in  Italy—*' 

From  the  full  perpetration  of  that  flagrant 
act  of  litenirj  larceny,  the  appropriation  of  an 
unclouh(e<l  Jotephvs,  Sir  Sampwn  was  rescued 
by  the  entrance  of  the  gentleman  for  whom 
tliey  hnd  not  been  waiting,  who  glided  into  the 
racant  chair,  like  the  ghost  of  Banquo.  But 
we  question  whether  Macbeth  himiielf  wus 
much  more  turpri&ed  by  the  sudden  appeal^ 
ance  of  hia  friend  with  the  "  gory  locke,"  than 
was  our  berOi  whvni  on  raising  his  vyes,  to  eXr 
■inin*  the  new  arrival,  ho  found  hinuclf  con- 
fronted by  the  "mysterious"  and  inevitable 
attmnger. 

"  Why,  Vcaey!"  said  Sir  San>p»on,  for- 
getting odjufjint-genernl  Macswerney.  and  Joe 
Miller's  capers,  —  "you  are  a  day  after  the 
lair — you  don't  call  thia  military  time!" 
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"  t  believe  I  made  &  mistake  in  the  tionr," 
Vcwy,  *'  for  which  I  have  to  apologise. " 

"  WeO,  veD !  you  will  be  the  sufferer.  I  am 
■firaitl — but  apologies  ore  out  of  llie  question, 
u  you  see  we  have  not  waited.  '  No  come, 
t>o  dine.'  a*  the  moomaArt,  »ai<l  to  me.  Ua ! 
ha !  ha ! — You  remember  tliat  itoryi  Vesey  f 

ehr 

••  Why.  veal"  i^id  Vesey.  with  a  smile  that 
WM  prrfrclU  intelligible  to  the  rest  of  the 
cowpuiy :  **  I  think  I  have  heard  it  once  or 
twice.  Sir  SwopMrn." 

**  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  yoD,  sir,  Tor 
that  ackno« ledgment,"  said  Lunilcy,  mlto 
met,  to  hia  new  neighbour;  "  for  we  are 
oaly  just  recovering  ftom  its  effects,  and  are 
hardly  prepared  for  (he  repetition  of  so  vio- 
lent a  measure.  The  carnage  wus  dreadful; 
luid,  you  know,  Sir  Sampson  is  a  long  time 
burying  his  deiid." 

"  What  U  that  »cnpi>grace  nephew  of  mine 
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uj'ing  tu  yoa,  VeNCjr?"  enquired  Sir  Sampson. 
**  The  (log  M  quizzing  me,  I  sec  by  hJB  face ! 
Im  I  ba  1  li«  I  I  tell  yoa  what,  .Muter  FiUfx>y, 
I  wittli  1  could  inveigle  you  out  to  Mutlraii  villi 
wc  on  my  staff,  anil,  by  the  Lord !  I'd  leacli 
you  to  Uuglt  at  wlial  I  say,  and  ditboUeve 
wliAt  1  lliink  proper  (o  tell  you." 

"  My  demr  Mr,"  Mid  Lumley,  "  there  ia  no 
neccBsity  for  so  troublesome  a  course  of  tui- 
tion. 'I'he  accomplish n>ent  you  spesk  of  may 
be  acquired  witbuut  stirring  firom  London. 
But  your  in«aac«s  must  be  rutlier  alarming 
lo  my  poor  friciul  Calvcrley,  vrho>c  head  will 
bo  Giirly  in  the  Iton'o  mouth  by  the  time  lie 
rMcbcs  Madras." 

"  Oh,  tny  dear  Lumley,"  nid  our  hero, 
laughing,  "you  iieet)  be  under  no  apprehen- 
sion on  tny  ac«outit.  I  have  no  doubt  Sir 
Sum)>ecjn'8  ju«ltcc  i*  ti'mpcrod  with  mercy, 
aod  1  ahull  tiot  incur  his  diapleasurc  by  any 
•uch  iaiubordinale  c<HaducL     It  ii,  I  believe, 
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contrary  to  (he  articles  of  war,  not  lo  place 
the  most  implicit  reliance  on  the  stauincnta 
of  a  military  superior."  ^^| 

"Hear,  bear!"  exclaimed  Sir  Cornelius [ 
"  stick  (0  that,  my  dear  boy !  \  moat  xalu' 
tary  maxim  for  military  men,  upon  my  liO' 
niiur !  It  would  be  a  great  pity,  and  a  great 
Bhaine,  entirely,  if  a  game  bird  who,  by  dint 
of  hard  lighting,  has  achieved  a  anug  little 
eminCDCc  of  liii  own,  should  not  be  allowed 
lo  crow  as  lie  pleases,  and  ftap  his  wings  to 
his  heart's  content,  without  baring  his  vwee 
criticised  by  the  bantams  around  him.  Ehl 
Sir  Sampson?" 

This  obwrvatioii  produced  a  general  laugl 
Id  which  Sir  Sampson  joined  with  m  good 
grace  as  he  coultl  assume,  although  somewhat 
tenacious  of  his  historical  credit,  and  propor- 
tionably  intolerant  of  any  thing  approaching 
to  a  joke  on  the  subject,  unless,  indeed,  It 
proceeded  from  his  nephew  Lumlcy,  of  whose 
relutionship  lie  was  not  a  little  proud,  partly 
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oil  account  of  hU  gotxl  luoln  anil  socisi  pow> 
crii,  sntl  partly  because  lie  was  rich,  liigtiljr 
bom,  an<l  tke  faahion — at  leaat,  ns  much  the 
fnihion  M  lie  tliuuglit  it  worlli  his  wliilc  to 
be ;  (or,  u  Iw  was  ijullc  independent  of  (he 
world,  he  ^vne  himself  verj-  little  trouble  to 
conciliate  its  favour;  and,  m  it  ofVcii  happens, 
the  capricious  monster  courted  Iiita  exactly 
in  proportion  to  his  real  or  nssiimcd  con- 
tempt for  the  di*tinction.i  which  it  can  bestow. 
So  it  was,  howrOTCrr  that  Sir  Sampson  would 
bear,  and  evenrncournj^e,  in  Ltimlcy.  a  degree 
of  freedom  in  canvassing  his  apocryphal  state- 
menta,  and  a  tone  of  raillery  in  commeniing 
upon  them,  which  from  any  other  person  he 
would  have  resented  as  in  the  highctt  degree 
disrespectful  and  impertinent ;  and  Lumley, 
with  whom  (he  practice  of  penijtage  vnt  one 
of  the  necesearies  of  life,  was  by  no  nieano 
backward  to  avail  himself  of  u  privilege  that 
afforded  him  such  unple  opportuniiiea  for  the 
ttie  of  bia  favourite  colloc^uiol  weapon. 
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"  Have  you  bc«n  to  tlie  Zoologic»l  (lardeiia 
tcHJAy,  Colonel  Vescy!"  enquired  Mia*  JeU 
lico,  from  tlic  opposite  side  of  the  (able. 

"No!"  said  the  colonel,  "I  am  nther 
Uasf  on  the  tuhjcct  of  tigem  and  elephants, 
hitring  to  recently  returned  from  the  regtoni 
where  they  alioiini].  I  took  a  cnnter  through 
the  Park,  however,  which  was  tolerably  full ; 
at  least  it  ap]>eared  ho  to  me,  who  am  no 
judge  of  its  relative  splendour.  But  there 
was  a  person  riding  there  who  attracted  nearly 
ai  much  atienlion  as,  1  should  think,  couU 
have  been  bestowed  on  the  rarest  animal  of 
tite  Zoolngical  menagerie." 

"  Who  could  that  be?"  said  Min  Jellico; 
"  was  it  dear  Kammohtm  Koy,  or  that  horrid 
Baron  Wrynecki!" 

"  It  was  the  hero  of  this  morning's  duel." 
■aid  Vcsey,  "  I^ord   Bclvcdcn:;  with  his  arm, 
in  a  iiling,  and  a  slashed  coat  sleeve." 

"Ah,  by-the-by,"  said  Sir  Cornelius,  "  they 
were  talking  of  that  duel  at  the  club  to-day  | 
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but  nllliough  I  was  as  inquisitive  as  an  Old 
Bailey  counsel,  not  a  man  of  them  could  J  get 
to  tell  mo  what  it  wai  all  akouc." 

"Vnpb!"  mmI  Mr.  l>ubfit<T,  "a  regular 
Irbli  bostntM — figtitiiig  about  nothing  at  nil, 
and  nobody  kttutv*  wliy !  '* 

"  Have  you  ever  been  in  Ireland,  Bir!" 
enquired  Sir  Cornelius,  with  a  slight  shade 
of  fltcmness  in  bis  manner,  and  someltiing 
rather  uiiiiacious  in  his  eye. 

*■  No.  fllr,"  anxvered  the  .M.t>. 

"  Theu,  sir,  1  brg  leave  to  mforin  you," 
Hid  Sir  CornehuK,  "  that  there  is  no  part  uf 
tlie  world  where  the  reaMina  for  ti^jbltng  are 
better  understom),  or  more  accurately  dc- 
flneil,  than  in  Ireland  ;  'and  it  i*  well,  per- 
hapti,  that  tny  countrymen  are  so  completely 
tn  fail  in  ibene  matters!  Tor  you  will  own 
that  the  iti|)p»ncy  of  eome  Kn^ttab  gentle- 
men 14  by  no  means  backward  to  afford  Ihi-m 
vef^r  legitimate  opportunitieit  for  the  diaplBV 
of  their  aoquircmenls  in  that  particular  bramh 
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of  science.  In  the  prcMiit  case,  howorcr, 
both  pAilicB  happen  to  he  EngtUhuicn,  ami 
your  own  country  is,  therefore,  fully  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  your  Mrcusm." 

"  But  is  the  cause  of  the  duel  really  such  « 
mystery!"  said  Mr.  Jermyn,  witb  the  laudable 
wish  to  create  a  divcrMon. 

"  Oh,  ritz  knows  all  about  it,  I  dnrc  ray  t" 
said  Sir  Sampson.  "  That  Guards'  Club  of 
his  is  the  regular  scandal  shop.  So  couuv 
Master  Luniley,  open  your  budget.'* 

Thus  uppealed  to,  Lumley  could  not  atold 
giving  )toii)«  signs  of  life. 

"  'thai  is  a  palpable  hit.  Sir  Samptton,"  said 
he,  *'  though  not  iii  the  direction  you  In- 
tended; fur  my  much-libelled  club  has  no 
share  in  the  nulliority  upon  which  I  gi*e 
you  ray  version  of  the  aflTair.  I  can,  how- 
ever, speak  pretty  confidently  on  the  sub- 
ject, having  been  an  oye-and-car-vitness  at 
the  quarrel,  which  took  place  last  night  be- 
tween Belvedere  nnd  Bubb  Toinkyn?'.     LiU 
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[■hM  other  myatcriew,  however,  it  tiim«  out 
Pto  bo  a  aecret  vrrjr  little  worlli  knowing. 
It  aroM  from  Lord  Bclveilere'ii  tr(«nting  a 
ebarge  of  flirtnlian,  brought  against  hia  fair 
eotiain.  or  eouiin-in-law,  by  that  very  wise 
and  (lincreei  portion,  Mr.  Tomkyna;  the  «aul 
Mr.  Toinkyna  having  bera,  in  my  lu-aring, 
Tery  loundly  taken  to  la«k,  in  (ho  Crush 
Room  of  the  Opera,  for  a  atmilnr  imperti- 
nence, by  my  excellent  friend  Calvcrley,  que 
rot/d/  who,  not  withstand  inj;  the  di-i»urc  as- 
pect which  lie  tliiiika  proper  (o  weur  on  the 
oeouion,  did,  I  am  credibly  informed,  Mpiro 
to  the  bnniiur  of  ahooting  Mr.  Tumkyns  hiin- 
lelf  1  bat)  not  a  repetition  of  the  ofTeuce,  with 
circotDatanccs  uf  aggravation,  at  Mrs.  Alwyn'a 
•upper-t  ible,  obliged  Lord  Belvedere  to  anti- 
cipate bis  inientiunN,  and  bring  the  mailer  to 
a  crtsia,  this  mirning,  before  our  friend  had 
time  to  take  any  measiiros  on  the  subject." 

It  nay  perhaps  be  doubted  how  fur  Lumley 
acted  with  discretion  in  enlightening  the  com- 
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p«ny  iiH  to  CaWerU-y's  cunnerion  with  the 
Belvedere  ami  Totnkyns  afluir.  His  inoltTef 
for  doing  so  were,  however,  vucti  as  our  hero 
did  not  fail  to  un<ler&liind  and  appreciate. 
le  now  became  conscious  that  he  wa«  "  the 
ob«crve«l  of  all  observers;'*  but  he  was  not 
a  man  to  feel  pnrtjculnrly  ahashed  undrr 
that  Bpedea  of  sirrutiny,  and  he  therefore  re- 
marked, wiili  perfect  Bclf-poaeriwion,  and  an 
^ir  of  the  roOKt  philoitophica]  im/MMtiMite : 
^  "  I  am  hound,  I  think,  to  corroborate  tl>e 
statement  of  my  friend  Lmnlcy,  with  respect 
to  the  origin  of  the  ({uarrcL  Aa  lu  the  war- 
like intcntiom  which  he  has  done  nte  the 
honotir  to  ascribe  to  in«,"  continued  he,  wiili 
a  smile,  "  I  presume  I  shall  not  he  ex|>ceteil 
either  to  acknowledge  or  dtHcIjin)  thorn.  In 
her  estimate  of  hcroiRui,  Fume,  1  b«lieve,  i« 
not  in  the  hahit  of  taking  tlu*  will  for  the 
deed;  and  I  think  Sir  Cornelius  will  agree 
with  me,  that  when  n  man  has  projected  nn 
exploit  which  circuii:atiinees  prevent  Itim  from 
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carrying  into  execution,  the  leu  he  atya  about 

^il,  ilie  better." 
"  Well,  well,  niy  dear  felluw,"  saUl  Sir  Cor- 
neliui,  "  we  will  nut  press  you  too  hard  upon 
lluil  nwltcr;  l)ut  I  kin  quite  sure  the  ludics 
have  heunl  enough  to  allow  you  bmtet  rimk 
■•  a  kiiight^rrant  of  the  purest  cbiralry." 

"  Not  tiHaltac/ied,"  muttered  Lumlcy,  in  an 
Budible  whisper;  but  the  joke  only  told  upon 
the  periton  against  wlioro  it  was  directed  i  and 
tite  subject  of  the  duel)  which  had  evidently 
become  /lerionai  to  one,  if  not  two  uf  the  com- 
(Miny  prvcent,  was,  of  course,  dropped  aa  if  by 
common  consent. 

If  we  could  affbrd  time  and  *pitoe  from  the 
narration  of  events  more  immedintely  con- 
nected wltli  the  progress  of  our  hittory,  we 
should  tvll  how,  after  the  ladies  retired,  the 
coaversation  assumed  a  political  tone ;  how 
Ife.  Dubstvr,  the  honourable  member  for 
Spoutinglcy,  uttered  much  radical  rant,  which 
was    met,    on    tlw    part    of    Sir    Cornelius, 
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bj  a  |iro{'orlionale  quantil)-  of  ultrs-torj  twod^ 
(lie ;  how  our  hero  and  Lumley  acted  u  mode- 
nUun  of  ibe  sssembljt  while  Mr,  Keonftth 
ArchibgJd  Cosmo  Gordon  Cockerlony  and 
Sir  SampMMi  JcIUco  fell  asWp  during  tfae 
inwiiiiWiii :  »nd  bow  the  Uuer  ceotk- 
BMH,  having  raeruUcd  hn  *ci«ilgth  md  (•- 
frrcbt^l  hia  powers  of  mtaotf  by  a  than 
nap,  rrassuaacd  the  aaceodani.  and  aeEtbg 
•I  nought  the  nwieBteoa  qa«iaBa  of  tbe 
datmtioit  of  rariianwBt,  tbe  iartber  exttmioa 
of  lb«  elertin  fnitcbue,  and  tbe  Totte  by 
baBot,  bon  down  upon  tbe  conremttoD  «iib 
Mch  miallrfa  liDrce  of  toaync  aad 
and  6ttcb  a  bcwdahle  array  of 
4bm  and  warfikr  iiwiaiitiinf i.  < 
etcffj  tbiag  brfbra  tbcn;  bow  aC 
ccsMW    ivitjwiiuu    oc    tne 

tbe  gi^BOtc  poMGD-bowt  vUda 

afpvaynaie  eeMve  to  tbe  caant*nl  9j^ 

Sir  Saa^aaB'a  aamtm  wKxrd  ■*«*  ■»■ 

fca  irtiMii.  men  iiiiiiuiwi  iilli 
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locality,  ind  marc  minute  in  detail.  But 
Jie  monumt  fur  joining  llie  btdics  li**!  ar- 
rived) and  juRt  aa  lie  had  rtseii,  after  one 
>r  fab  most  apocryphal  anecdotes,  to  give 
ibe  signal  for  departure,  he  pauaed  suddenly, 
■tarrd  wildly  round,  and  fell  oit  (lie  floor. 
All  the  guests  rushed  sfanullaneoualy  to  hia 
Msistancei  they  raised  him  up— Atr  wa»  dead! 
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CHAPTER  X. 


TllBRE  it  nothing  that  serves  more  efiectuall; 
to  break  down  the  barriera  of  formality  which 
obstruct  the  intercourse  of  strangers  in  so- 
ciety, than  a  common  lurlicipation  in  sune 
scene  of  painful  and  unlooked-for  excitement, 
Buci)  as  ihnl  we  have  recorded  at  the  close 
of  tho  lust  chapter.  The  asjiect  of  death, 
even  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature  or  dis- 
t»9e,  and  attended  by  every  circumstance  of 
pre  (Miration,  is  in  itiielf  calculated  (o  proiKice 
in  tliofte  who  witneaa  ita  approach,  a  simulla- 
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aeous  feeling  of  sympmhy  that  t«nds  to  obli- 
erate  tbe  forms  and  level  the  fuctitious  (Its- 
nctions  of  the  vorld.     But  whciii  unthoiight 
g      of — onaunouncird,  —  it  makes  itn  appeuritnoe 
^Bb  the  hour  of  feitirity,  presenting  in  the  sud* 
^nen  Imrrnr  Mid  desolation  by  which  it  is  ■£• 
.       eompanied,  a  ghastly  contrast  to  the  heedless 
'       merriment  of  the  preceding  moment,  ihc  whole 
fabric  of  ceremony  and  conTcntional  observ- 
ance is  for  the  tinw  swept  away ;  and  under 
I       the  tnflueooe  of  so  lolernn  and  impressive  a 
^^iraniing,  the  bond  of  our  common  humanity 
^■i  at  oitce  felt  and  acknowledged. 
^H    Thus  it  WM,  tJtat  »tUT  the  painful  scene  of 
^nionality  bimI  domrtilic  nfBiction  which  he  lind 
Just  witnessed,  the  (iirther  details  of  which  we 
j      shall  spare  the  reader,  as  we  love  not  to  dwell 
unoMCSsarily  on  themes  of  gloom  and  distress, 
our  hero  found  l>imM.-tf  walking  slowly  club- 
words,  in  earnest  and  almost  confidential  con- 
versation witli  Colonel  Vesey,  with  whom  he 
had  Uod  no  iiilercoursc  during  the  convivial 


part  of  the  evening,  and  towards  whom  he  li«i 
experienced  an  tnstinctiTt  fcdling  uf  ilislike^ 
which  he  could  much  more  easily  account  for 
than  juntify- 

Thic  groundless  and  ftoinewbat  fanciful  pre- 
poaaession  having  been  ovorcon':e  or  forgotten, 
in  the  powerful  excitement  of  that  ereningV 
eataatrophv,  Culwrley  had  now  leisure  1o  ob- 
serve and  caiMlour  to  acknowledge  how  little 
there  was  in  Um  appearance  nod  manners  at 
tlio  colonel  to  autboriie  its  reviTal.  His  ge- 
neral air  and  aspect  were,  as  we  have  said, 
ariBtocratic,  and  wc  might  odd.  elegant;  ami 
ibe  unstudied  cuurtesy  of  his  demeanour,  n< 
once  easy  and  unaaeuining,  derived  additiousl 
efibcl  from  the-  deep,  rich  tones  of  a  voice  in 
which  the  Irisli  accent  was  ehghtly  discover- 
able, not  so  much  in  any  peculiarity  of  pro- 
nunciation, as  in  a  certain  modulated  variety 
of  cjidoncc,  seldom  perccplible  in  (he  unifonu 
pitch  of  Il^nglish  conversation. 

"Poor  Jcllico!"  said  the  colonel,  "  I  am 


RARRV    CALVEBLST. 


SS3 


I 


h 


■faiGercly  grieved  for  him.  lie  wm  an  excel* 
lent  fellow,  wiih  its  gitiliint  a  eptrit,  and  aa 
kind  a  tioart,  as  were  ever  uniu<tl  in  lbs  nine 
ppTMn.  I  Imve  known  bini  long  and  Inri- 
matcly,  and  litile  did  I  iuilici|>at«  so  nbrupt 
Rod  inel.'incliolj'  a  lemiinaiion  to  otir  inter- 
eour«c!    But  such  is  life!" 

"  I  can  imagine/  said  Cnlvcrlcy,  "  liow 
deeply  you  nmst  be  aflcctcd  by  an  occurrence 
t  this  iMlure,  aggrnrutcd  M  it  \»  In  you  by 
the  recollitfction  of  long  anil  Iniiiiuilc  frienJeliip. 
Fur  tvfn  I,  wbo  am  almost  ii  stranger  to  (be 
person  and  cliaracter  of  poor  Sir  Sampan, 
liave  felt  more  shocked  and  unmanned  by  the 
whole  aflair  than  I  can  well  describe." 

"  At  your  age,"  mid  Vtiacy,  "  «uch  Mencs 
are  calcuhited  to  produce  nn  the  mind  a  deep, 
or  at  leant,  a  strong  impression;  the  durabi- 
lity uf  which,  however,  is  fortunately  not  equal 
to  it*  strength.  As  we  advance  in  life,  our 
■cnsibilrties  are  gndually  blunted  by  the  wear 
ud  tear  of  (he  world,  and  we  ore  Uia  to  de- 


^^^H|0||k              KUWT  cu-munr. 

^^H    MM*  «dMn  and  pethMf»  Mmchw.  by  vril- 

^^^P    mf  wmt  oMmmmtm  under  Uie  sp«ctoui    title 

^m          of  fUbwpbj.     Hwa  we  unune  the  more 

^H          cn&  far  tbe  BrJBMph  orcr  oar  feelings,  in 

^1          peapartk^  to  tt>»  esse  with  which  tbe  victory 

^^^^^L     Bftft  oeCA  OCflMVWts 

^^       ^  I  «B  aftnd,'a*id  Ckbcriey.  "  rour  own  * 

^^^^    tSfariKBCC  befiM  Tovr  dteory;    or   niher  1 

^^^r    iImhII  My,  job  bk  searcelr  qualified  to  appeal 

H          ••  ikat  lapmwK  in  its  nippon.     It  a  soroe- 

H^    wbrt  flarir  fer  yoa  to  talk  of  die  ebilUng 

^             ••  Ib  yvAtv,    perfaAps,"  replied  Veaey.  "  I       1 

^^to    oaaat  W  — aiJertil  very  oU,  U  is  true ;  bul       1 

^^^1    iifw mbJi  «f  bar  hatica  pasted  under  an  In-       1 

^^^1   Jhm  MBB.  *rr  not  to  be  compatcd   by   Um^^I 

^^H    ia  Bet  all — If  my  body  has  escaped  the  raragei^^l 

^K^     of  Sta^,  and  tbe  b&gbdng  infltteoce  of  an       M 

^^H     Loiftni  1  Bmali .  care  and  anxiety  have  doae^^J 

^V         tb«  work  of  time  on  my  mind  and  heart. **—       ■ 
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our  minds  to  fulfil  it.  For  instance,  ^oting  m 
you  arc,  I  csn  believe  that  gou  are  no  stranger 
(0  grief, — to  hoHiljr  inffcring, — to  di»nf)|>oiDt- 
meni,— perhapB  to  remorse ; — for,  though  the 
expreMon  ia  b  strong  one,  who  is  there  to 
trhoin  the  feclmg  is  not  more  or  less  familinr, 
if  he  have  srnrc  rnounh  to  distinguitih  he* 
Iween  right  «ntl  vrong,  ami  courngc  to  estt- 
tnrtte  hi»  eonduct  by  the  standnrd  of  his 
duties  t — But,"  continued  he,  with  increased 
«amr»lne«a  of  manner,  and  a  certain  solem- 
nity of  voice ;  "  have  you  any  conception  of 
an  anxiety  that  pursues  you  by  day,  and 
hatmtj  you  by  night ; — that  is  uninfluenced 
nlike  by  change  of  scene,  and  by  the  lapse 
of  years ;— a  grief  that  will  not  yield  to  reason 
—and  which  sets  at  nought  the  maxima  of 
philosophy ; — an  idea  ever  present  to  your 
lind,  wliethcr  in  action  or  repose — in  health 
or  in  sickness,^]!  pro»))crily  or  in  adverxity, 
— drying  up  the  fountain  of  life,  and  poison- 
ing the  sources  of  enjoyment  in  the  human 
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coDipnnion'i  dark  cje,  Htid  the  conlnction  of 
hi^  brow,  ns  lie  cast  a  scrutinizinfi  g]aiic»a 
lowanl*  oiir  hero,  on  bU  uttering  these  Utter 
words,  he  would  have  been  startled,  But  the 
(expression,  and  the  idea  which  bad  catted  it 
up,  passed  rapidly  nway,  when  Vcscj-  observed 
the  UDContcious  look  of  Calverlc>,  aa  the 
light  fell  strongly  upon  bis  counlenance  from 
of  the  street  lamps,  under  which  tbey 
were  i>aaxing. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  your  notions  on  the 
subject  are  natural,  and,  I  am  an-arc,  gene- 
rally borne  out  by  experience.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  you  may  never  have  per80n.il  grounds  for 
coming  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  longer 
we  can  retain  the  illuaions  of  youth,  the 
better." 

They  had  now  arrived  at  the  spot  where 
their  routes  branched  off,  and  having  taken 
leave  of  each  otlier,  with  an  appearance  and 
feeling  of  cordiality,  rather  unusual  upon  so 
thort  an  aofjuuintance,  they  separated. 
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Various  and  conflictiog  were  tlie  reflections 
of  our  hero,  sa  he  slowly  and  thoughtfully 
continued  hu  course  toward*  lh«  club.  The 
event  of  that  evening,  so  painfully  interesting 
to  bU  who  had  wjincucd  It,  was  tu  him  matter  of 
serious  importance,  drcpty  iifiL-cting  lus  imme- 
diate pnMpccts,  and  perhaps,  likely  to  in- 
fluence io  no  slight  degree  bis  ultimate  destiny 
in  tile. 

The  Umt  of  his  nppointment  ss  nid-de-csnp 
to  the  governor  of  MadruK,  in  all  probability  an 
inevitable  conse(|uence  of  (be  death  of  Sir 
Sampson,  was,  mundanely  siteakiiig,  if  not 
a  mttTortunc,  at  least  a  cautrariiti,  that  in 
most  cues  would  have  called  for  the  exercise 
of  philocofthy : — that  inestimable  virtue,  of 
which  every  one  imagines  himself  to  posse** 
a  valuable  stock,  as  long  as  he  has  no  occasion 
to  apply  it  to  practical  purposes;  but  whicb, 
the  moment  be  has  recourse  to  it  for  assist- 
ance, is  found  to  have  disappeared,  like  the 
deceitful  coin  of  the  nugiciun  in  tlie  Arabian 


Hilt  thougli  liis  roaaon  tol 
had  just  Bustatnci)  «  disappoinli 
pliiinly  liintcd  tlinl  lie  Imd  cxp 
lief,  or,  nt  any  rate,  reccivetl  n 
evenis  of  the  last  four-and-twpn 
efTcctcd  a  wondFrful  chnnge  in 
with  which  hr  contemplated  Ins 
departure.  When  uncertain  of 
incnts  entrrtnincd  towiinlM  him  hy 
bo  h.id  rwmoHcd  hims«if  into 
di»tance  and  change  of  scene  wo 
most  cfleclua)  remedy  for  «  pasaion 
ed  perfectly  hopch** ;  but  now,  t 
however  imprudently,  been  indueei 
hfanwif  to  Lady  Bflredrrc;  no' 
manner  of  receiving  his  declnrntk 
conduct  with  respect  to  tulisequ 
bttd  Mitborigi 
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liope».  The  Hlea  of  quitting  England  nt 
iiuch  ■  tnoment,  geemed  to  him  n  betrayal 
of  hUown  cause,  wliicli  •cnrevtyany  coniiideru- 
lion  could  render  imperfttive; — no  cxerlton 
t>l  inorul  coumgc.  llmt  lit  l>e«(,  wns  but  the 
cowardice  of  llie  Imail. 

Il  WM  therefore  irith  a  feeling  little  removed 
from  aniisfnction,  that  he  found  himself  thuR 
relieved  from  the  diMgre4.-(ible  necessity  of 
Abandoning  the  field,  at  the  very  momrnt 
when  he  liad  begun  to  believe  in  the  puui- 
bility  of  vioioryt  and  it  may  be  safely  assert- 
ed that  few  [Mwplfl  who  have  been  grBtiBud 
hy  iho  appnrrnt  attainment  of  their  wishes, 
ever  felt  a  greater  degree  of  christian  resigna- 
tion on  witnessing  tbc  suddon  overthrow  of 
the  stnicture  which  they  hud  given  iheinselrea 
•o  moch  trouble  to  rsiw. 

We  think  the  reader,  who  lina  any  CXp 
pcnet»oe  of  tho  uaual  progress  of  affairs  in 
tills  world,  will  acknowledge,  that  the  life 
uf  man  rarely  exhlbiu  in  the  person  of  one 
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indtvidiiAl,  two  such  iostaDces  of  good  fortune, 
within  the  sliort  space  of  a  fortnight ;  in  the 
first  place,  be  bad,  without  the  trouI>le 
of  solicitation,  obtained  exactly  the  species 
of  appoinliuenc  which  he  had  wought;  and,  in 
the  second  pUce,  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get 
rid  of  it  without  anjr  blame  lo  binuelf,  within 
four-and-lwcnty  hourx  oAer  be  had  begun  to 
look  upon  it  as  a  grievance  rather  ibaa  ut 
advantage.  But  we  will  now  leave  him,  to 
ruminate  on  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
future,  with  that  altcrnatiou  of  complacency 
atHi  regret,  wliich  bis  p<wition  and  feelings 
were  calculated  to  produce ;  and  without  any 
apology-  to  the  reader  for  the  shortness  of  a 
chapter,  which  we  are  bound  to  confesa,  lendi 
very  little  to  the  development  of  our  history, 
we  shall  proceed  to  the  recital  of  matten, 
if  not  more  interesting,  at  least,  more  ob- 
viously conducive  to  the  legitimate  object  of 
our  liibours. 
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Ahokgbt  tlie  few  fcmolv  friends  of  her  cliild- 
liood  ind  early  youtli,  to  whom  Lady  Belre- 
dcre  could  look  for  adtice  and  asRistanve  in 
■oy  CMC  of  difllcuUy,  there  wan  une  in  whoae 
jodgnent  the  had  ihe  greatest  reliance,  and 
of  wboM  kfiectionale  regard  she  could  enter- 
tain DO  doubt.  Mr>.  Norvlifiu  viiu  u  widow 
of  good  fortune  and  highly  reipeciable  con- 

xion>i  whose  |>eriod  of  life  and  long  intt- 
tnacy  with  Mrs.  Wihnot,  almoat  qualified  her 
to  aastitne  a  sort  of  inatem«l  authority  over 

r    heroine,    whom    she    had    known    and 
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loved  from  tier  infancy.  But  caring  little 
for  ftociety,  in  tlw  extended  terue  of  that 
word  wbicli  iUi  eommon  application  implia, 
and  (oo  much  attached  to  her  own  babitt 
iind  independence  of  action  to  atcume  the 
gratuitous  rcsponaibility  of  nnolbcr's  guid- 
ance, slic  hiid  firmly,  tliotigli  grntefutly,  de- 
dined  tlie  proposal  vrhicli  our  heroine  bad 
made  to  Iter  on  Lord  Belvedere's  death  to 
take  up  her  residence  in  Hill  Street,  and 
lllua,  aflbrding  to  Lady  Belvedere  her  coun- 
tenance and  support  in  the  embarrassnientt 
of  her  itolaled  position,  share  In  the  ^elat 
and  splendour  with  which  it  was  attended, 

"  I  am,"  said  she,  "  my  dear  Caroline,  loo 
otd  for  a  companion,  and  too  laxy  for  a 
duenna.  I  ban:  Imm'u  too  long  mistresa  of 
my  own  hotiac,  to  be  content  with  a  divided, 
much  less  a  subordinate  authority.  My  ha- 
hita  of  life  are  unsuited  to  those  of  the 
young  and  the  gay ;  my  taste  for  locomo- 
Hon    is   satiafied    by  my  daily  drive    round 
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tbt  outward  ring  of  the  R«);enl'a  Pork;  my 
notioni  of  enjoyment  comprise  little  more 
tl»n  wf  book*,  my  «Mf-cliair,  «ntl  my  fire- 
ddv ;  my  idea*  of  dissipation  are  confiiit-'d  to 
an  oeoaxional  rubber  with  a  few  quiet  elderly 
ftienda  In  no  evemtij;;  and  J  am  never  satis* 
fied  to  be  out  of  bed  aAcr  twclrc  at  night. 
My  society,  my  advice,  my  syrapntby,  arc 
yours,  as  on«n  ss  you  require  (hem;  but, 
b<-lieTo  me,  it  U  betier  fur  ua  both  that 
we  shnuhl  retain  our  social  indtviilunlity." 

But  although  Mrs.  Norclifie  had  reluted 
to  accept  the  office  of  cbniwron  eit  litre,  m 
hrr  private  capacity,  she  was  always  hsppy 
to  afford  to  Lady  Bi-lvcdere  the  beueflt  of 
her  experience  i  nnd  to  her  accordingly  our 
fat^roine  had  frecjueiit  recourM;,  whcne^Tr  she 
felt  doubtful  03  to  the  line  of  conduct  which 
die  ought  to  pursue.  In  the  ordinary  (ran- 
laotiona  of  lodety,  indeod,  the  good  tjute, 
good  feeling,  and  delicato  tact  of  Lady 
Belvedere,    mode  her    quite   indi-p<.-ndent  of 
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all  other  counsellors,  anil  enabled  tier  to  per- 
fortn  her  part  with  a  grace  and  proprbtf 
that  could  ECArcely  be  surpassed.  But  what- 
ever may  be  the  advantages  of  natural  <li»- 
ItOHition  and  careful  education,  the  deficiency 
of  experience  must  always  render  the  very 
young  liable  to  a  thousand  imprudences, 
which  they  can  only  avoid  by  availing  them- 
selveB  of  that  knowledge  which  time  bus  en- 
abled others  to  store  up  for  the  benefit  of 
their  friends, — for,  maiiiffurensemeTil,  it  is  gene- 
rally loo  late  for  their  own  advantage.  ^H 

Mrs.  Norcliffe  was  well  qualified  to  fuUil 
the  fiinctions  of  occasional  Mentor.  Her  mas' 
cutine  understanding,  knowlinlge  of  the  world, 
and  freedom  from  the  illusions  of  youth,  lent 
to  her  counsels  a  weight  of  autliority  ia  the 
eyes  of  Lady  Belvedere,  which  was  much 
greater  lluin  she  herself  could  have  expected 
or  desired.  Frankness,  sincerity,  and  good- 
nature, not  unalloyed  by  a  certain  bluntnew 
of  manner  and  a  slight  tendency  to  sarcasm. 
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were  tbe  prevailing  tjuRlitics  of  her  coaf 
murce:  and  though  to  some  fools  and  cox- 
combs she  was  rather  an  object  of  fear,  the 
sterling:  virtues  of  her  character  hud  won  for 
ber  tlic  lincerc  regard  of  all  who  were  reail^ 
■equainted  with  lU  worth. 

It  is  with  thi«  "  right  truaty  and  faithrul 
counsellor  **  that  we  shall  now  find  Ltn\y  Bel- 
Tcdcrc  cloveted,  on  the  morning  after  rhe  oc- 
currence of  the  events  which  we  have  juat 
related. 

••Well,  my  dear  Lady  Bclrcdere,"  nld 
Mr*.  NorcliSe,  "  here  1  am,  you  see,  in  obe- 
dtcDce  to  your  euinnions.  Sorry  I  was  not 
as  home  when  you  called  yesterday;  but  I 
had  gone  up  to  llainpatead  to  an  early  din- 
ner with  loiiie  old  friends  of  mine,  who  ad> 
here  to  tlic  primilive  hour  of  five ;  —regular, 
mittcr-or-fact,  John  Bull-ish  sort  of  people, 
who  look  upon  lato  hours  as  one  of  U>e 
snare*  of  the  enetuy,  and  abhor  the  ui 
French  wtnea  and   French  cookery  as 
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utipalriotic  and  uiicliristtan.  I  ntcure  yotl. 
1  liAve  bid  in  a  stock  of  antediluvisn  no- 
tioivs,  tliiit  would  give  pou  an  aiiaque  de 
nerft,  but  would  doTe^nil  very  eaaily  vith 
my  quiet  numner  of  living.  Bat  do  tell  nte, 
vrlmt  i>  tbc  mutter!  This  duel,  1  sup- 
poae." 

"  No,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norcliffe,  it  u  not 
on  that  account  that  I  have  ventured  to  so- 
licit your  advice  and  prewmce.  Tliougli  my 
name  has  been  moat  pruvokiiigly  connected 
witli  that  nfiair,  yet,  as  I  certainly  was  guilt- 
less of  its  origin,  1  have  nothing  further  to 
ray  to  it.  My  object  is  to  submit  to  your 
penetration  and  experience,  a  most  extraor- 
dinary note  which  1  received  yeHtcnUy,  and 
concerning  which,  I  scarcely  know  how  to 
act," 

"  Well."  mid  Mr*.  Norclifie,  "  let  u*  sec. 
The  less  you  have  to  do  with  mysteries,  the 
belter." 

Lady  Belvedere  handed  the  note  to  Ml*. 
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Sorclifie.     It  wu  couclwd  in  the  following 


Pricate. 

"  Oriental  Club.     Sunday.  July,  I88i. 

"  Colonel  GeralJ  Vesey  preaeots  hu  re- 
'ipectful  cotDplimenIs  to  LaOy  Dclvedere,  and 
with  many  a]>olo^es  for  what  lie  fears  inu*t 
■ppi'ur  nn  impertinence  on  the  part  of  a 
■Inuiger,  vi-nturea  to  solicit  ibe  honour  of 
ND  interview,  at  her  Iwlyship's  perfect  con- 
venience. 

"  Colonel  Veiey  i>  well  aware  ihut  Lady 
Belvedere  will  comidcr  llus  requeot  unrea- 
MiDBble,  und  tho  whole  proceeding  extraor- 
dinary ;  and  he  bega  to  asMire  her  InJyship, 
that  he  would  have  taken  soine  otlicr  me- 
tltud  of  communicating  with  her  on  ihc  tert/ 
important  subject,  in  whidi  it  originate*)  were 
hit  communication  of  a  nature  to  be  made 
by  letter,  or  entrusted  to  the  diicretlon  of 
a  third  pnriy. 


iiAnnr  CALvttRLev. 

"  ColonrI  Vesey,  who  delivers  this  note 
in  jMirson,  nill  call  to-morrow  inoniing  for 
any  answi-r  with  which  Lady  Belvedere  ma,} 
think  proper  to  honour  him.  llv  moat  e«m- 
eatly  entreats  thnt  her  Uilyshi])  will  not 
lightly  r«fu«e  a  request,  which,  he  trusts, 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  will,  ere  long, 
fully  justify  in  her  eyes." 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Norcliffb,  after 
she  had  read  the  note,  '*  what  do  you  mean 
to  do?" 

"  Tlial  is  precisely  the  point  I  wish  to  have 
settled  ;  and  fur  that  purpose,  I  have  required 
the  assistance  of  your  wisdom.  How  should  I 
act  on  BO  Tcry  singulnr  an  occasion  T" 

"  Why  the  request  ia  very  odd^not  to  say 
very  impudent;  but,  unless  the  man  is  mad, 
Irbich  is  possible,  I  should  think  there  must 
be  m  substantial  motive  for  the  proc«'cding. 
As  it  may,  peihap«,  be  connected  with  some 
intelligence  of  interest  or  importance  to  you. 
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'l  shouM  think  j-ou  might  renlure  to  see 
|lliui.  It  cannot  be  nn  application  for  pecu- 
relief,  Anted  from  the  Oriental  Club 
house ;  that  Is  too  preposterous.  The  hantl- 
wriling,  the  stjle,  utu]  tUe  JbUi  of  the  note, 
■1)  indicate  that  it  conies  from  n  gentleman. 
From  bis  name,  I  should  imagine  him  to  be 
an  Irishman,  and,  par  piirenlfti*e,  he  is  not 
likely  to  raise  the  character  of  his  country- 
men  on  the  score  of  ii»><lei>ty.  Fifty  or  sixtj- 
yiwra  ago,  when  people  had  the  fenr  of  Iriali 
DUtrimonial  apecuhitiona  before  their  eyes, 
and  herobws  were  hurried  away  from  their 
bones  by  i>ar(ies  of  armed  men,  wUli  black 
crape  on  their  faeca,  I  should  have  advised 
yoD  to  take  errry  prccimtioii  a;;ainst  «  re- 
1,'uUr  eiUieaiunt ;  but,  thank  God !  the  days 
for  such  boisterous  denion«tratJon»  of  low 
arc  over, —  at  least  in  England;  and,  at  all 
etmils,  I  tliink  you  may  wftly  trust  to  llie 
devoted  gturdianship  of  your  household  for 
protection  against  such  dangers." 
vot~  t.  H 
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"  Will,  but,*  aaid  Lady  Belvedere,  "  if  J 
roufit  poailivelj-  grant  an  audience  to  this  inj-»- 
terious  applicnnt,  I  truat  you  will  have  do 
objection  to  «iip|)ort  me  hy  your  presence, 
through  the  dsngen  of  tlie  intcrvicvr,  Yoti 
know  I  tiRvo  no  secrctR  from  you." 

"  Indeed,  my  dear  Lady  Bel., — I  know  n<i 
such  thing ;  but  you  need  not  blusb  so 
deeply,  my  dear — I  atn  not  going  to  be  In- 
quisitive, or  tu  complaiti  of  )'our  coiiceitltng 
snytliing  from  mc  wliicb  I  ought  to  know. 
1  nm  lalislted  that  you  are  as  unreserved  in 
your  conimunicationB  with  mc,  as  is  consistent 
with  the  thirty  years  between  our  af^cs.  )'ou 
know  I  am  by  no  means  exigeaale  in  such 
matters.  I  never  cateebize ;  but  en  fait  ilf 
confidencru,  I  take  whatever  comes  in  my  way, 
and  am  sntiKiicd  to  be  lelV  in  ignumncc  of 
the  remainder. — But  to  return  to  your  cor- 
respondent !  ia  there  no  mcanit  of  discovering 
who  or  what  he  may  be!   Ve*ey! — Gerald 
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X'csey — umph — let    nu^    »cc,   f  suj^pose    you 
have  got  a.  I'vcnige  in  tlie  houxe." 

"  Here  is  tlic  luli'St  cdilion  of  Burke,"  siiid 
Lady  Belvedere. 

"  ^Veli,  who  knoira  but  tliat  tn»^  do  midk- 
thinp  for  us  ?  Vogimt, — '  Lord  de  Vesci  '—no, 
notlitng  to  be  found  there.  '  GUnntire — 
(George  Genid  Vesey-Ba^lwwe,)  Lord 
Glanmire  «nd  so  forth — Why  our  friend  must 
be  somewhere  in  this  nciglibourliood. — Let 
lu  sec — '  This  ancient  family  clainie  to  bv 
descended  from' — pooh!  Adoin,  of  cotirw, 
'  ennobled  in  the  person  of— GernVd  VcM)'j 
Eflq.* — here  we  are — *  who  was  elevated  to 
the  |>eeragc  on  the  l«l  of  October  1(303,'  a 
f(ood  way  off  still— but  the  name  is  there  at 
all  events. — '  Heir  apparent;  none.  Heir 
prcNuroptiTcl' — why  here  i*  the  very  man,  my 
dear — '  Heir  presumptive:  Colonel  Gerald 
Vesey,  C.  B.  of  the  Honuunible  Last  India 
Company's  service,— his  lordship's  cousin  1' — 
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ao  far  so  good — But  did  yoa  ever  see  thi> 
uiysterious  personage?" 

"  Not  to  my  knowlwlge — nor  indeed  have  1 
VTcr  lieiird  l)i«  name  before.  But  tt  is  stii' 
gulnr  enough,  iliere  is  a  genlteman  wliom  I 
saw  on  Saturday  at  llie  0|>era,  and  two  or 
three  days  before  at  the  Britir<h  gallery,  whu 
■tared  at  mc  in  so  marked  a  manner,  as  tu 
attract  tlie  attention  of  MUs  Cory)  who  vz* 
with  inc.  Somebody,  I  forget  who,  said  that 
he  looked  like  an  old  Indian,  and  since  I  haire 
received  the  note,  I  cannot  divest  myaelf  of 
the  idea  that  lie  is  iu  author.^ 

"  Well,  my  dear  Caroline,"  said  Mrit.  Nor- 
clifle,  "  I  must  say  it  is  ns  promiBing  a  com- 
mencement for  a  romance  as  you  could 
possibly  desire.  But  still,  this  is  a  very 
matter-of-fact,  prosaic  world,  and  wc  tniist 
take  our  measures  accordingly." 

The  t<^te-&-t^le  was  here  intemiiited  by  the 
entrance  of  a  servant. 

"  The  gcntlcmuii  who  Icll  a  note  for  your 
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ladyship    yMterday,    Is   here,    mjr  lady,   utcl 
irUhcs  to  know  whether  tliere  i»  nny  answer." 
"  £A  bienf"  »a\A   L«dy   Uelrcdcrv,  inter- 
rogatively to  Mrs.  NorelifTe. 

"  Kh  bien  I  qtion  /« Jtuse  enlrer,  e'ett  la 
tenU  ehtue  qnil  g  ait  dfa'tre" 

"  Say  I  ain  at  home,  and  beg  liiin  to  walk 
up ;  yoa  will  remain,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norcliffv," 
coDtinued  Lady  Belvedere,  when  the  servant 
had  loft  tbi-  room. 

"  If  I  cah  do  «a  without  indiscretion,  cer- 
lainly.  You  know,  however,  a  secret  may  b« 
dirtded  between  two  people,  but  thore  ie 
•eldom  enough  for  three.** 

•'  Well,  at  all  events,  you  will  only  go  into 
the  next  room." 

Here  the  door  re-opened,  and  Brewster 
uabcred  in  Colonel  Vveey,  who  entered  with 
a  boNtaling  step,  and  an  air  of  crabarrass- 
nicnt  very  iinuaua)  in  an  Irishman  of  hi*  rank 
and  years. 

Lldy  Uelveden,  who  had  been   prepared 
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for  the  dtscovery  of  hia  identity  will)  the^ 
fNcoNNu  of  tho  Gallery  and  the  0{>tirii,  was 
accordingly  little  surprised  at  the  confinnation 
of  her  conjcctun.'S,  and  rose  to  receire  bim 
with  n  dcgroe  of  composure,  grace,  and 
dignity,  that  woulil  have  excited  lit«  mo 
cnthustiistic  admiration,  had  he  been  himadl 
sufficiently  collected  to  take  any  very  accurate 
obserx-nlion  concerning  the  demeanour  of  other 
people. — The  agitation  of  Cuircrlcy,  on  the 
preceding  day,  hud  proved  infectious,  as  we 
huTc  accn ;  but  the  embarranment  of  Colonel 
Vcscy  accmed  to  have  a  contrary  elfcct  on 
our  heroine,  uiid  her  courage  acquired 
strength,  in  proportion  as  bb  appeiuwi  to 
fail  him.  The  di>tinction  between  the  two 
ca«eS|  is  material;  and  we  truRt  the  penetra- 
tion of  the  reader  will  hare  no  tlifliculty  in 
accounting  for  it  upon  philosophical  prin- 
ciples. 

Mrs.  Norclifle  eyed  tho  stranger  with  the 
suspicious  and  searching  glance  of  one  acciu- 
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totned  to  rely  on  Iicr  phyaiogtiomical  skill, 
io  her  intercourse  wiili  the  world,  nrid  who 
had  seldom  occiuion  to  correct  the  first  im< 
l»re«ioits  Uius  rapidly  fonned.  It  was  u 
niaxim  of  livra,  that  the  character  of  the 
book)  was  generally  diMooverable  from  the 
titk:-p«g». 

It  should  icem  that  the  result  of  her  survey 
WAS  not  on  the  wliole  unfavourable  to  tlia 
clalmB  of  the  gallant  colonel ;  for  «Aer  having 
looAeii  Ua-ottgh  him  during  half  a  muiuiCi  with 
a  pair  of  black,  inquisitive-looking  eyes,  that 
bad  lost  little  of  the  briUiiLncy,  and  none  of 
the  kcctwess  of  former  ycarit,  she  uttered  a 
•emi-audible  sound,  not  exactly  refernble  to 
•oy  one  of  the  eight  parts  of  speech,  but 
which  her  friends  knew  to  be  indicative  of 
satisfaction;  and  began  Io  turn  over  the 
'  leatet  of  Burke  with  an  air  of  great  intereit, 
highly  creditable  to  ber  ardour  for  genealo- 
gical research. 

"  I  have  many  apologies  to  ofier  to  yout 
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ladysbip,"  said  the  colonel,  at  length,  "  tot 
intruding  upon  you,  without  the  ceremony  of 
an  introduction  i^ — but  I  shall  trust  to  your 
indulgence,  when  I  have  had  an  opportunitjr 
of  explaining  the  object  of  my  visit." 

Lad^  Belredere  bowed: — and  the  colonel, 
ua  if  uncertain  how  he  wns  to  proceed,  looked 
hesitatingly  and  enquiringly  from  her  ladyship 
to  Mrs.  NorcIifTe,  and  from  Mr«.  NorctiSe  to 
her  ladyship. 

"  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honour  of 
addrcuing  to  you,"  continued  he,  a^er  a 
pause,  "  I  believe  I  mentiottcd  that  what  1 
had  to  Mjr  was  rather — of  a — confidential! 
nature," — and  he  again  looked  towards  Mrs. 
Norcliflle. 

"  This  lady,"  said  Lady  BelTedere,  reply- 
ing  to  his  look,  rather  than  to  bis  words, 
"  is  my  nearest  connexion,  and  my  most  par* ' 
ticular  friend  from  my  childhood.  I  have  no 
secret*  from  her — and  I  can  rely  on  her  tlls- 
crolion  as  upon  my  own.     Peculiarly  circuro- 
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'.  am  in  society,  and  ohiiged,  from 
on,  to  be  mon.-  t)i3n  commonly 
circumspect  in  my  conduct, — you  will  not,  I 
am  sure,  be  surprised  that,  on  ui  oecaiion 
like  the  present,  I  nhoutd  be  anxious  to  avtiji 
myself  of  Iter  eounteniLncc  and  support,  iu  a 
prooflcding  which  I  cannot  but  feet  to  be 
rnther  htuardf,"" 

"  It  U,  I  am  aware,  a  most  rc»Bonable  wish 
on  Ibc  part  of  ynur  lailyship,"  sai<l  the  oolo- 
nrl  i  "  am)  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge that,  an  A  stranger,  presenting  myself 
uttder  such  singular  circumstances,  1  bad  no 
right  to  expect  that  you  would  concede  oven 
H  nucb  to  my  request. — But  I  regret  to  say 
that  coniMemtions,  the  force  of  which  you 
would  eft»ily  appreciate,  were  1  nt  liberty  to 
cxpUin  them,  oblige  me  to  eonliDe  my  cooi- 
muniealioDB,  to  your  ladyship  alone;— at  lea^t 
In  the  present  stage  of  the  affair. — My  pro- 
fetsion,  my  country,  and  my  name,"  continued 
be,    with   a   slight    degree   of    pride    in    his 
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manner,  "  wit),  1  trust,  be  sufficient  security 
ttutt  the  object  uf  my  visit  is  not  such  as  a 
tatly  should  ftt«r  to  )e*ni,  or  n  geiitlenuui  need 
iIEmvow." 

uV  Ltdy  Belvedere,  my  dear,"  said  Mn. 
Norctift'a,  "  as  I  am  quite  satUifled  tltat  you 
may,  without  any  nlamiing  de{>iir(urc  from 
the  ftinw^moef  of  your  position,  indulge 
Colonel  Vesey  vrith  a  few  monienu'  pri<nite 
conversation, — and  as  I  should  be  very  sorry 
that  my  presence  were  to  prevent  him  from 
explaining  himself  un  a  subject  concerning 
which  you  must  necessarily  ferl  a  goud  deal 
oTcuriomty, — I  shall  just  walk  into  tlie  library, 
and  await  your  lei)ure."'^o  saying,  and  witli 
n  polite  bow  to  tlie  colonel,  ithe  iMUsed  into 
the  next  room. 

Vesey  wns  now  atone  with  Lady  Belvedere ; 
but,  anxiou)  as  iie  had  been  to  secure  the 
interview,  he  seemed  in  no  great  hurry  to 
aviiil  himself  of  the  opporlunity  that  it  pre- 
sented,   for    the    confidcntia]  coimnunication 
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■kid  tbe  colonel  { — "  ot  least  as  fsr  as  it  ma}r 
be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  them.  The 
aflUir  which  briiifpt  me  here,  is  of  the  tno*t 
vital  interest  lo  me  j  and  unless  my  hope?) 
und  itnticipalions  deceive  me,  it  may  perhaps 
prove  to  be  of  no  less  iinportanee  to  your 
tadythip.  I  must  howcTcr  acknowledge,  tlint, 
us  yet,  I  ani  guided  only  by  conjecture; — Mid 
il  ia  in  order,  if  possible,  to  a£ccrtain  (he 
accuracy  of  that  conjecture,  that  I  havu  vi-ii- 
tured  on  the  step  whidt  has  m  nnturnlly 
excited  your  surprise. — You  were  probably, 
until  ycclvrdny,  ignorant  of  my  name  and  my 
fxixtenee;  and  il  i»  only  within  these  few 
days  that  I  have  been  induced  to  believe  that 
your  ladyship  might  afford  me  some  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  nearest  my  bean, — or  at 
teiist  supply  me  with  a  clue  that  might  pos- 
sibly guide  ine  lo  discoveries  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  mc,  which  I  had  almost 
dciiwired  of  ever  making.  The  extrnordi- 
miry,  the  incredible  likeness  which  you  bei 
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coktitel,  ill  cqunl  n«tonuhment,   "  hat  never 
bc«n  in  tlie  iiossesaion  of  any  other  persoRt 
It   was   painted   expres&ly  for  ax,   four-andJ 
twenty  yeani  ago." 

"  Tliis  is  moBt  unaccountable  1 "  said  Lady 
Belvedere.  '*  I  cannot  of  course  call  in  (|ues- 
tion  the  accuracy  of  your  statement.  But 
were  it  not  for  that  nssuraiioe,  1  sliould  be 
perfectly  conTinced  tliut  1  now  lield  in  my 
Itand,  a  mtmatiire  wliicli  has  fur  years  been 
in  Riy  poEseuioni  and  which  I  left  at  Brlve- 
(lere  Abbey,  about  four  months  since." 

"   What,    tlieni"  exclaimed    the    colonc 
eagerly,  and  whli   great    agitation, — "  your 
ladyship  Iia«  a  duplicate  of  this  portraitt" 

Lady  Bclrederc  bowed  assent. 
.   "  Then   I   entreat, — I   conjure   you,"  con- ' 
tinned   he  with   increased   vehemence, — "  to 
tell  me  in  what  manner  yuu  bccjimc  possessed 
of  it.     tinve  yon   ever   known — tan  you  tell 
me  any  tidinga  of  the— the  original  i  " 

I<ady  Belvedere  paused,  ero  she  miide  any 
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ruply.     At  length,  after  a  few  aiomenU'  con- 
udemtlcm,  she  said : — 

"  Colonel  ^'eMy,  it  is  impoesible  for  me  to 
anawer  your  question,  wiihout  referring  to 
circuinstaiiccs  connected  with  my  own  history, 
into  which,  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  say,  you 
biive  not  as  yet  sadsSed  me  of  your  right 
lo  «K]utre.  How  br  the  communication 
which  you  ha<rc  to  mxkv,  and  which  I  hsvi; 
tipdcr3too<l  lo  be  thi-  obj  ct  of  your  visit, 
may  induonn.-  my  rlcw  of  whnt  it  is  expedient 
for  me  to  state,  I  cannot,  of  course,  yet  de- 
tcndlie; — but,  circumstanced  as  1  am,  you 
will  at  once  {leroeivc,  that  any  cxplnnation 
on  my  part,  must  follow — not  precede,  the 
statement  nhlob  ean  alone  entitle  you  to 
demand  tt." 

"  I  admit  it,"  said  the  colonel  musingly. 
"  I  have  no  right  to  chtim  your  ladyship's 
cuufidencv,  without  giving  some  eatiefactury 
proof  that  it  will  not  be  misplaced. — There 
are  reasons, — many  and  powerful  rcnsona,  why 
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t  am  unwilling  to  eommunicitte  at  once  tltc 
facts  which  have  occ»«toiied  my  appltcation 
W  jrou.  However — no  matter! — It  must  be 
ilone. — But"  continued  he,  solemnly  and  aU 
most  sternly,  "  bcrore  I  reveal  to  you  certain 
circtimHlwiocD  deeply  affecling  tlie  honour  of 
an  ancient  house,  and  tJie  happinesB  of  sonte^ 
of  its  members, — I  must  require  your  promise^ 
that  no  part  of  those  circumstances,  as  com- 
mimieuied  to  you,  shall  Ite  allowed  to  Iran- 
iipire;  that  you  will  not  drop  ihc  slightest 
hint  on  the  subject,  eren  to  those  friflnds' 
on  whoso  discretion  you  have  the  most  im- 
pltcil  reliance; — at  least,  until  authorized  by 
me  to  slate  what  you  have  heard. — Will  your 
liulygltip  pledge  yourself  to  this  ?" 

Lady  Belvedere  hesitated. — ^There  woa 
Momething  startling  in  the  idea  of  a  promise 
of  secrecy,  exiwied  from  her  by  a  stranger, — 
and,  as  it  appeared,  in  reference  to  matters 
which  might  personally  concern  herself.  But 
the   incident  of  llie  two  miniatures  woe  lo 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Tirs  [Dontli  ittat  ensued  after  the  period  at 
frfaicb  we  dwetl  our  Last  cha{>ler,  wu  ricli 
In  occurrences  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  destinies  of  tiie  ctTtUMd  world,  as  well 
tti  to  the  progress  of  thia  narrative.  That 
d nod eci mill  section  of  the  circle  which  the 
wheel  of  time  describes  io  its  annuil  revo- 
hitlon,  was  marked  b;  the  recovcrj-  and  de* 
parture  for  the  continent  of  tlic  chivalrous 
imforlunnic  Mr.  Bubb  Tomkyna, — by  the 
St  Calverley  Hall,  of  the  infnnt  son 
and  heir  of  Sir  Hugh  and  I.ndy  Mary  Cal- 
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verley  [ — by  the  elopement  to  Gretna  of  Sir 
Ssmpaon  Jcllico's  only  dntiglitvr  and  heiress 
with  the  Honourable  Kenneth  Archibald 
CosRio  Gordon  Cockerlony ; — and,  "  though 
Ust,  not  least,"  by  the  dissolution  of  the 
imreformed  and  reforming  piirlUment  I 

Yes!  the  die  vaa  cast;  the  vast  change 
HTeclcd  in  our  legislative  institutions  was 
about  to  come  into  operation.  The  gloriea 
of  Bletcbingly  and  Milborne  Port  had  faded 
from  our  riewj — the  sun  of  Gatton  and  Old 
Sartim  had  set  for  ever  I  Dire  was  the  grief, 
and  hitter  the  wailing  over  dcp*rle<l  bo- 
roughs. Full  many  a  bereaTcd  patron  be- 
moaned his  fondest  hopes  of  place  or  peei> 
age  engulfed  in  Schedule  A;  while  his  un> 
sealed  and  desponding  representatives  looked 
in  vain  around  for  shelter  in  their  parli«-| 
menlary  destitution.     True : 

"  Hie  iiU  vas  all  before  tbeni,  «li«r«  to  ebooM 
Tlicfr  place  of  T««."— 

But  how  to  get  chosen  was  tlic  dtfEculty. 
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Full  man;  a  vcnenibte  wnntor,  wlioac  long 
uiii  undisturbed  tenure  of  a  qiui»i-heredilary 
■eat  induced  liiui  to  reckon  upon  ibc  inimo- 
bility  uf  Thciciu,  — "  scdct,  Ktcmumque 
•etlebit," — now  found  liis  parliumeiitiiry  (luin- 
ben  rudely  disturbed  by  the  sudden  wilh- 
(Iravol  of  thia  cherislied  aupport. 

Huppy,  tbrice  Imppy  Oioae  whose  furesight 
hid  enabk'tl  them  to  iedge  in  the  diMttrouM 
gune  which  had  been  bo  lately  playing; — 
who,  well  iLilled  to  nottf  the  signiGvant  phe- 
nontnii  of  the  political  atiiioti|>heri-,  had  seixed 
the  opporiuttc  moment  for  conccRniuRi  and,  by 
a  timely  and  graceful  sacrifice  of  the  dcvot«d 
borough)  accured  a  dignified  retreat  up-stairt 
for  their  diaIo<lged  pcrtoiu,  and  a  coronet  as 
iliv  well-nturitcd  decoration  of  their  patriot 
brows!  But  happier  still  the  oelcct  few 
whom  chance  or  favour  had  allowed  tu  re- 
tain unqucationnd  what  was  so  pitilessly 
WKfted  from  their  udvertariea;  beuig  lliu», 
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Uy  the  eapcciui  indulgence,  of  fortune,  and  a 
reforming  ministry,  enabled  to  reconcile  tlic 
profbesion  of  patriotism  witlt  the  pretorva- 
don  of  privilege,  tuid  pennanently  lo  en- 
joy  all  the  advantages  of  political  delinquency, 
while  claiming  and  receiving  the  homage  which 
is  due  lo  public  virtue. 

Among  the  less  harshly  uaed  victims  of  the 
Ileforin  Bill,  which  miaistcrial  justice,  tem- 
pered with  mercy,  had  consigned  to  Sche- 
dule B,  was  the  aocieat  and  respectable  bo- 
rough of  Talkington,  the  |Ntlronage  of  which 
hod  been,  fur  the  lipiice  of  of  half-a-cen> 
tury,  t»o«t  Unpartintly  divided  between  the 
distinguished  familiea  of  Calverley  Uall 
and  Belvedere  Abbey.  Accordingly,  during 
the  whole  of  that  period,  every  succeeding 
gc-iteral  election  bad  witnessed  the  peaceful 
wid  uncontcitted  return  of  two  senatort,  judi- 
eioualy  wlected  from  among  the  membera  of 
tbeM  allied  houses,  each  of  which  notiiinated 
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the  rninily  cmididatB  without  nny  interference 
witlt  tlie  appointment  of  the  other. 

The  eleclire  franchise  wa*,  in  this  borough, 
u  to  uiMty  others,  rcijtricted  to  tlic  corpom- 
lion,  which  eonsuted  of  twelve  burgeisea, 
whose  feelings  of  regurd  and  grntitude  towsrdi 
tbc  two  houses  trcro  always  90  nicely  balnnced, 
u  to  protlucv  the  strictest  impartiality  in  the 
cxcrciM)  of  tlicir  political  functions.  EjkIi 
dyniuty  cerlatnly  pussesucil  important  claims 
to  the  favourable  conaideration  of  ihe  worthy 
and  intlopendent  electors.  On  one  u<le  of 
llio  town  Uy  the  princely  domains  of  the 
Calrcrtcys;  on  the  otiier,  the  broAd  Und*  of 
the  TyriDgbanu,  VtKotmts  Belvedere.  Sir 
Hugh  was  I^rd  of  the  Manor,  and  pdwexscd 
tlie  undoubted  right  of  shutting  up  the  mar- 
ket-place, across  all  the  avenues  to  which, 
durin;!  otw  day  in  the  year,  a  wooden  bnr 
was  regularly  extended,  in  testimony  and  as- 
sertion of  bb  teignorial  rights.     Lord   Bel- 
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vedere,  ou  the  other  band,  was  sovereign  of 
u  water-course,  which  had  been,  by  his  gra- 
cious favour  and  pcrniiaEiun,  with  every  re- 
servation of  his  feudal  Rutliority,  directed  so 
O  to  be  made  available  for  the  purposes  of 
machinery  in  certain  mantifuctorics,  the  pro- 
duce of  nhicli  rornicd  the  staple  commodity 
of  Talkington.  Again,  the  corporation  of 
the  borough  gciicriilly  reckonvil  aiitung  its 
august  fraternity  some  of  ttiote  ingenious  or- 
tidcers  and  indcfiitiguble  purveyors  who  tni- 
niflter  to  our  physical  necessities,  an<l  nilh 
these  gcntkincn  the  custom  of  the  two  great 
houses  was  matter  of  too  serious  importance 
to  be  rtskinl  for  the  indulgence  of  u  political 
caprice,  or  for  the  sake  of  abstract  theories 
of  legislation,  which  they  had  lite  good  for* 
tune  not  to  understand,  and  the  good  sense 
not  to  discuss. 

They  felt  that  the  system,  as  far  ma  tbry 
were  conceriicd,  *'  worked  well;"  iheir  muni- 
cipal  rights  and   corporate   immunities   were 
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duly  Bcknowlcdgvd  and  protected ;  (he  little 
'>f!ici«]  iitHggeritM,  which  the  public  esiab- 
Hihntontfl  of  the  town  BflTorded,  were  regu- 
larly and  impiirtially  diitributvd  ntnong  thcni- 
selrn  and  ihcir  kindred ;  and  nt  the  cheap 
rate  of  »  septennial  compbiiuince,  ihoj-  were 
Ion  happy  to  secure  to  tbeinaelvea  permanent 
and  (laity  lulvanlagea. 

In  abort,  a  more  edifying  picture  of  pri- 
tnevil  uinplicity  and  political  content  has  sel- 
dom been  witnessed  since  the  good  old  days 
of  tlie  goklcfl  age.  The  joint  aovereigns  of 
Talkingtoii  were  uaunlly  well  aware  that  their 
■ireDgth  cooBtBtcd  in  their  union.  To  make 
that  union  eflcctiic,  and  that  strength  avaiU 
■hie,  it  wu  obrioualy  expedient  to  keep  aa 
Riucl)  Of  ponible  on  the  winning  side;  and, 
accordingly,  their  names  were  almost  invari- 
ably found  in  the  miniMerinl  migority,  in  all 
difiaiotia  where  any  itnportiint  principle  waa 
At  »take,  altlioiigh  they  jointly  and  aeveruliy 
rewrred  to  themsvUes  the  riglit  of  an  occit- 
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8i(His)  refractoriness  in  discussions  of  leu  mci- 
nwnl,  when  tli«ir  opposition  jiul  scrrctl  to 
sbev  tlteir  teeth,  am)  warn  a  too  confident 
minuter  that  politicjil  volunteers  are  some* 
thnes  worth  a  little  trouble  in  the  wiy  of 
conciliation,  and  tliat  the  imbought  ron»tilu- 
ttonal  support  of  indr/jeHdcnt  members,  is  not 
to  lie  confounded  with  tJte  vn/Miid  fansticititn 
of  parly. 

Thus,  during  a  long  succession  of  parlia- 
invntSr  the  politics  of  Talkington  were  uni]i*< 
turbed  by  faction,  and  its  tnovementii  accu- 
rately regulated  by  the  variations  of  the  mi- 
nisterial atmosphere.  The  principle  of  reci- 
procity, and  that  judicious  interchange  of 
mutual  good  ofGccs  whicli  forms  the  churm 
of  social,  and  the  bund  of  public  life,  were 
finely  exemplified  in  the  intercourse  of  (lie 
conKtitttents  with  llicir  representatives;  «ad 
there  is  no  saying  how  long  this  blissful  state 
of  things  might  have  continued,  to  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  world,  and  the   satiefaellon   of 
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all  parties  concerned,  had  not  tlie  "  three  glo- 
cioui  days"  frighted  the  cirilized  world  froin 
iu  propriety,  and  the  continenlnl  contagion 
of  rcToltition  connnuiiicatcd  itself  to  our  more 
health;  shores,  in  the  Diitlgutcd  shape  of 
"  Refonn.' 

Hitherto,  as  we  have  said,  tliv  politics  of 
Tslkington  had  prudently  changcil  with  every 
change  of  ministry.  But  the  itupport  n-ae 
contingent,  nut  unconditional  f  and  indeed 
there  bi  a  point  of  obsequiouinciM  beyond 
which  tlte  most  devoted  partinan  will  some- 
times become  reotive.  Purliauientury  gubor- 
diiiallon  has  its  liiniu,  and  with  every  dispo- 
Aliaa  to  upbuUl  "  tbose  who  have  any  thing 
to  give."  a  man  will  generally  require  the 
application  of  fiODK  very  cogent  firgiitncnts 
before  he  cut  be  iwrsujuled  to  ao(|uic>oe  in 
bis  own  political  annihilation.  It  ia,  there- 
fuK,  no  wonder  that  when  llic  much-dcsircd 
and  mucb-dreaded  bUI  announced  to  the  cx- 
pecijuit  world,  an<l  itic  trembling  electors  of 
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Tftlkington,  tlie  pftrtial  extinction  of  that  an- 
cient and  loyal  borough,  the  fitting  mem- 
ber*, The,  Sir  Hugh  Catverley,  Bart.,  and 
the  t[onotirable  Oswald  Tyringhoin,  uncle  to 
the  Ule,  as  well  as  to  the  prc§ent  Lord  Bel- 
vedere, began  to  ftel  coniudcrablc  alarm  for 
the  pcrmnncncy  of  thnt  Eenatorial  dtgniiyi 
which,  fnoatt  their  faTOurite  borough,  they 
would  iio  longer  be  permilted  to  share,  and 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  all  mere  poli- 
tical and  party  views  were  superseded  by 
considerations  of  a  more  exclusively  perMoal 
nature. 

I'hc  former  motives  for  acting  In  concert 
hai)  now  ceatied  to  exist; — from  allies  they 
were  likely  to  be  transformed  into  rivals,  and 
each,  fnlly  persuaded  that  it  was  chiefly  ex- 
pedient, to  take  care  of  himself,  might  hare 
addressed  the  other  in  the  words  of — not 
Shaksjieare,  we  believe,  hut  Colley  Cihber: 


•■  Of  «ne  or  both  of  ui  the  lioar  U  <«n«." 
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Mr>  Tyritighatn  lind,  tnorcover,  bta  tnla> 
givittgt  villi  reap«ct  to  liit  own  tenure  of 
the  MRt,  kbould  eren  the  influence  of  Iim 
Gunily  remain  panuotuit.  lie  bad  been  re- 
turned during  ttw  life-time,  and  by  the  in- 
lercst  of  bi*  nephew,  tlic  late  lord,  who, 
being  one  of  tbo  representative  peers  for  Iie- 
Und,  had)  as  it  miittcr  of  counei  nominati-d 
his  nearest  relation  a«  the  family  membt-r  of 
tfae  Lotr«r  House.  Hut  the  present  vtscotint, 
on  wbom  the  property  and  political  influence 
of  the  'ryringhama  had  of  course  devolved, 
having  as  an  Irisli  pc«r  no  seat  in  the  House 
of  Lord*,  would,  in  all  probability,  fre)  dis- 
poaed  to  rvrU  bbuclf  of  that  privilege  which 
enables  tlie  individuals  of  his  order  to  sit  in 
tlw  House  of  Commons,  if  elected. 

Personally,  thervrorc,  Mr.  Tyringham'a  ad- 
hesion to  the  govermncnt  nas  of  Uttic  con- 
sec|uence,  beyond  his  ungtc  vote;  and  mints- 
tera,  who  were  aware  of  tliat  fact,  taking  no 
great  paias  to  conciliate   bis  favour,  he  re- 
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solvc<I,  as  the  plinu«  is,  to  "  die  game,"  and 
KCCiire  (o  liiniseir,  ut  least,  tlie  iirnUc  of  con- 
sistency, by  adhering  to  the  "  outs,"  and  ihiu 
establishing  a  pr09i>ective  claini  on  tlie  gr 
lilade  of  the  unpopular  party,  who,  shoald 
they  one  day  reium  to  power,  would,  per- 
haps, reward  liim  for  his  de9[>erate  fidelity 
to  an  uti*ucce«sru)  cause. 

Far  different  were  the  hopes  and  the  |>o- 
sition  of  his  colleague,  Sir  fingh  Calverley. 
His  political  conKcqiiencu  did  not  solely  reet 
upon  his  authority  with  the  independent  elec* 
tors  of  Talkington.  If  over  one-half  of  that 
borough  he  was  omnipotent,  he  was  deci- 
dedly influential  in  another  a  few  miles  (lii- 
tant,  anti  bis  authority  was  far  from  being 
without  weight  in  the  election  for  the  county. 
His  brotber-in-lnw,  Lord  Enniscorlhy,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Lords,  was  well  known 
to  be  a  good  (le»l  under  the  control  of  Sir 
Hugh,  and  his  lordship's  cadcl,  Captain 
O'Reilly,  had  mainly  owe*!   his  election  for 
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die  borough  wliich  we  hare  juxt  mcntioaed, 
to  the  exerdoDB  of  the  wortby  baronet.  In 
the  Itousc,  Sir  Hugh  wu  a  good  speaker 
and  wi  »blc  debnter,  and  juitly  contidered 
bjr  the  roinister  as  ooc  wbow  iatelleclual  as 
well  u  bi<  numeric*]  Huppurt  was  of  no  tmaii 
inporteOM  to  govenitnetit. 

Such  beuig  bis  utuation  and  qualtficatiuiut, 
it  occurred  to  Sir  Hugh  ibat  Uiis  tnomentoui 
crisis  in  tbc  biiilory  of  th«  country  nugbt  be 
also,  in  •onic  measure,  tbo  crisis  of  bis  fatet 
and,  if  skilfully  managed,  assist  bim  m  ol>« 
tabing  what  IimI  been  for  years  tbc  deanjat 
object  of  his  ambition — a  peerage! 

It  remains  to  be  seen  bow  far  he  calcu- 
lated with  precision,  in  reckoning  upon  sudi 
an  surdse  of  die  royal  prerogative,  which, 
in  ihe  present  instance,  might  be  said,  he- 
raldieally  spceking,  to  bear  sone  analogy  to 
the  cauldron  of  Medea,  in  as  br  aa  it  would 
eooTUt  an  old  baronet  into  a  young  peer. 
For  the  present,  we  return  to  our  bero,  on 
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whose  future  destiny  tlie  political  nutters 
which  we  littve  developed,  perhaps  at  too 
great  a  length,  bear  more  directly  than  the 
reader  may  have  anttcipatcd. 

About  a  month  had  elapsed  since  the  sad- 
den death  of  Sir  Sampson  Jcllico  had  eflected 
such  a  material  change  in  the  prospects  of 
poor  Calvcrlcy ;  hut,  pcrhapSi  the  resignation 
with  which  he  had  first  borne  liia  disap))oint< 
iiient  (if  such  it  might  be  called),  had  ra- 
ther diminished  than  increased  in  the  inter- 
vaL  Whether  this  were  not  in  some  degree 
attributable  to  the  fact  that,  during  that  time, 
lie  had  enjoyed  no  opportunity  of  seeing  Lady 
Itelrcdcre,  except  in  public,  and  that  he  bad 
twice  observed  the  formidable  Colonel  Vcsey 
issuing  fortli  from  her  door  in  Hill  Street, 
and  once  seen  bim  in  attendance  upon  her 
opera-box,  we  do  not  take  upon  ourselves 
to  say ;  ceruin  it  is,  that  hU  spirits,  origi- 
nally raided  by  the  occ»rret>ce  which  hia 
friends  lamented  on  liis  account  as   injurious 
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(o  bli  interests,  liad  since  experienced  a  con- 
siderable depression,  and  he  wiu  now  fiiDy 
ative  to  tlic  annoyances  of  hia  doubtful  and 
unsettled  pD«ilion. 

Ill  hit  present  state  of  feeling  with  respect 
to  Lady  Belve<lere,  be  could  not  prevail  iipon 
hiuiM^lf  to  solicit  an  appointment  similar  to 
the  one  he  had  so  opportunely  lost,  which 
might  remove  hiu  far  flrom  her  vicinity,  and 
place  a  forniiilahle  barrier  of  years  and  dia-. 
lance  between  them.  And  yet  what  had  he 
to  expect,  or  even  to  hope,  by  remaining  in 
England?  He  nax  well  scc|uaintcd  vith  the 
coiulitioDs  on  which  »]ie  held  her  jointure; 
nor,  were  he  even  satisfied  that  be  pos- 
■esoed  her  aflectiotis,  could  he,  either  aa  a 
■nau  of  tense  or  a  man  of  honour,  urge  hvr 
to  abandon  her  brilliant  station  ntid  affluent 
circumstancea  lo  become  the  partner  of  Ida 
povt-rty  and  desperate  fortuni-s  t 

The  news  of  his  infant  cousin's  ileadi  af- 
forded certainly  n  gleam  of  hope  to  bis  de< 
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»poni)ing  spirit,  lie  had  thus  become  one« 
more  (he  beir-prFsumptivc  to  the  title  and 
estates  of  his  fsmilj.  But  "  wniting  for  <lr») 
iRcnV  shoes,"  a,  according  to  the  proverb, 
but  uiiprofltable  occupation, — Sir  Hugh  vm 
trniy  Gftj'-six,  und  likely  to  live  to  a  hun- 
dred i  and,  in  tlie  mean  time,  all  thai 
Hatt;  had  to  depend  upon  wns  hu  cap- 
tain's 1iair-)»ij-,  and  tlic  Encome  of  his  very 
small  estAte,  charged  with  the  maintenance 
of  all  bia  inuncdiate  relations. 

Various  were  ihc  projects  of  actire  enteN 
prise  utid  rapid  advancement  tvMch  his  fcrer- 
i<h  brnin  pondered  on  b)'  day,  and  dn-atiil 
of  by  night.  Conscious  of  latent,  he  Teh 
himself  competent  to  any  exertion  of  mind 
or  body  that  might  hold  out  to  him  n  rra- 
soluble  prospect  of  such  success  in  lile  as 
would  entitle  him  to  come  forvnrd  openly, 
in  the  character  of  on  oft/firant  to  the  hand 
of  Lady  Belredere.  The  dry  detail  and  la- 
borious study  of  the  law, — the  privations  und 
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uerificM  of  the  clericnt  character, — or  the 
buay  conflict  of  politics,  would  alike,  lie 
thought,  find  in  him  an  ardent  and  enthu- 
•iaitic  votary, — could  that  one  hrigbt  speck 
f  on  the  hurixon  of  lii*  liopes  hut  light  him 
onward,  and  serve  as  a  beacon  to  direct  him 

I  in  hts  course. 
But  it  was  to  the  exciting  and  ennobliitf; 
•oonea  of  puhlic  Hfe  that  the  aspirationa  of 
bU  ambition  were  more  particuUrly  directed. 
He  felt  llint  in  thu  important  and  iligniHcd 
arena  of  [»arliamcnl,  alone,  could  inlellec- 
lual  power   at  oiioe   attract    universah  attcn- 

^tioD,  and  command  that  sUlion  in  tlie  eyes 
of  llie  world  which  seemed  to  bim  requisite 
for  the  attaioment  of  his  object. 

K  In  almost  evety  other  field  of  human  ex- 
ertion, the  road  to  eminence  is  necessarily 
long  and  tedious.  Few  can  hope  to  arrive 
at  dirtinction  until  tliey  have  reached  a  pe- 
riod of  htk  when  tbey  are  no  longer  able 
to  eajoy  it[ — a  period  when  memory  throws 
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vt  gloon  orer  the  put,  and  ap- 
ag)B  cuts  iu  ebUliog  shadov^i  over 
the  fttlmv; — wban  the  SAtne  of  ambition,  if 
not  wboDy  extingnieheJ.  emits  but  a  rare 
oatl  Siful  libae,  and  nieceu  loses  half  ibe 
efcoRD  whicb  made  it  look  ao  bright  to  an' 
lictpation,  wbile  viewed  thruugh  the  glowing 
medium  of  youthfal  bopc«  and  feelings.  But 
in  the  coieer  of  poKtica,  there  is  many  oii 
ifisunee  of  an  earljr  and  rapid  rise,  succeeded 
b;  a  steady  course  of  prosperity.  There, 
fortune  i*  more  liberal  of  those  opportunitio 
which  it  it  tbe  province  and  the  prtTilcge  of 
geniua  to  fanprove : — artd  Itc  who  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloquence,  or  the  strength  of  hit  re*' 
Mniog,  can  sway  the  opiniona  of  assembled 
moBBCS  of  men,  or  what  is  sometimes  more 
■o  the  purpose,  furnish  them  with  a  «))«:•• 
ous  pretext  for  adhering  to  thosti  whicb  they 
hare  already  fonne^I,  may  often  get  the  «tart 
of  time,  and  lead  the  blind  goddess  a  willing 
captive  in  his  traio. 


HARRY   CALVBRLtT. 


S77 


WM  while  occupied  by  a  series  of  reflee- 

[tiuna   umiUr   to   them:,  strongly  tinged   with 

iliut   fevling  of  tlespondencjr    to    which    tbo 

buiiiiui    mind  m  »o   prone  to  yield, — before 

breakfa&l) — llut  our   bero  tnu  eurprijied  oitu 

Itiiurniitg  by   ibe  receipt  uf  ii  letter  tram  his 

uncle.  Sir  ilugh,  which   cume    by  exprew, 

:and  which,  ullhoiigli  superscribed  and  headed 

mast  private,  our  Itlenry  privilege  enables  us 

I  to  Uy  before  the  reader,  without  »ny  breach 
of  confidence,  or  departure  from  that  dis- 
cretion which,  we  truit,  is  conspicuous  in 
our  intercourse  with  the  public. 


"  MoMt  pripalr. 

"  CaherUty  Hail,  Stpt.  -,  I83S. 

I**  MV   PEAR  IIarRV, 

"  1  have  been  for  some  lime  pait  most 
anxioua  to  express  to  you  in  person,  uiy  strong 
and  siiKere  sympntliy  in  your  recent  loss ;  but 
the  unfortunate,  and  lu  they  now  {aim,  too 
Utel),    appear  lu  me, —  senseless  diflVrenceft 
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wbicb  had  produced  so  loog  an  estnnguaeot 


between  your  poor  fatfaer  and  myselT,  BMde 
lae  benUU  sa  to  tbe  propncly  of  intrading 
upoQ  fou,'  dnhag  the  first  moments  of  your 
nB>ctMB> 

"  It  <rtU  be  to  me  B  »ource  of  never-ceasing 
regret,  that  the  suddenuess  of  the  aiuck 
which  so  unexpectedly  tertninated  liu  life, 
and  ny  abstnoc  froin  London  at  the  tine  of 
the  taeUncholy  event,  deprived  tne  of  the 
eoMolatioD  1  should  have  derived  froDi  being 
prcMDt  at  hta  hut  moments.  To  have  seen 
hin  oaoe  more,  even  on  his  death-bed,  and 
ptessed  his  hand  in  token  of  a  reconciliation 
M>  unhappily  deferred,  would  be  to  me,  now, 
an  UDspoakable,  though  n  melancholy  gratiti- 
eation.     But  such  regrets  are  unavailing. 

"  1  am  modi  grieved  to  find,  what  I  was 
not  till  very  lately  aware  of,  that  my  poor 
brother  lutt  died  in  Est  leas  affluent  circum- 
stjuicos,  than  hii<  family  had  rvason  to  expect, 
and  that  an  unploBGUit  chongv  in  yotir  viewi 
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snd  proflpeeta  bjit  breti  the  remit.  I  truet, 
lio*ei>«r,  you  will  Iwlievei  Uiat,  w  fkr  m  U 
tnsy  lie  in  my  [Kiwer  to  advance  your  iiite- 
rmt])  and  contribute  to  the  comfort  <>t'  your 
IMJsition  in  life,  you  may  rely  villi  confiilcnco 

B  uD  my  eicrtionii,  and  tliat  you  will  not  hetk- 
(•tc  to  )>ut  my  regard  to  the  teat,  should  ycm 
liate  tiie  slight«flt  occulon  to  do  so.    As  tbs 

H  vUint  Hun  of  my  only  brother,  you  have  every 
rtght  to  my  interference  in  your  favour ;  and 
since  the  dentil  of  mj  io&nt  son,  whom  we 
hnve  just  Imd  Ibc  misfortuiit;  to  lose,  (as  you 

twill  have  «ecn  hy  tlii'  pnpers),  you  iin;  placed 
in  circumitiinceN  reliittvtly  lo  n>c,  which  ma- 
irrhdly  strengthen  your   claim  on  my  good 
olfiout. 
^t      "  Indeed,  my  dear  Harry.  1  will  acknow- 
B  tedge  lo  you,  that  ray  chief  motive  for  address- 
H  ing  you  on  the  present  occasion,  is  connected 
with  an  object  which  intimately  coticirns,  iind 
limy,   1  trust,  bencficiiilly  aHect   your   future 
prospects;  should  jour  amhitiun  be  commcn- 
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Burate  to  the  talcnla,  which,  from  my  own 
obwrvatiqn,  as  well  tt»  from  the  report  of 
others,  I  beltere  you  to  poRww.  Vnrioui 
reasons,  with  which  you  will  hereafter  Iw 
made  «c(|uainte<),  and  which  you  will,  I  ba«e 
no  doubt,  npprecUte,  make  it  inexpedient  for 
me  to  be  wore  explicit  in  this  letter.  M'hat 
I  have  to  vay  to  you,  can  lie  fully  <leveloped 
only  in  a  pergonal  interview ;  biit  it  is  wholly 
out  of  my  power  to  visit  London,  at  tliU 
inportont  crieis,  when  my  presrnce  here  is  of 
the  most  material  consequence  to  the  object 
I  liavc  in  view,  i  have  therefore  to  rcqiiriil 
that  you  will,  on  the  receipt  of  tliis  letter, 
proci'ed  to  Calvcrlcy  1  lall  with  Oi  lUlU  delay 
aa  poasitie ;  at  ewy  thing  may  depend  oh 
promptifui/e  of  action,  and  there  it  literallif 
not  a  moment  to  be  lost. 

"  In  the  full  confidence  that  you  will  not 
hesitate  to  comply  with  my  recjueel,  1  r«iiiain»j 
my  dear  Hnrry,  with  the  sincerest  regard, 
"  Your  nifectionatc  uncle, 

"  Uvoii  Skvmour  Calvbulsy." 
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"  P.S. — Pray  send  tnc  one  line  to  say  that 
you  are  coming.  The  messenger  who  will 
detirar  thu,  bus  orders  to  etart  tmnicilialeljr 
on  hii  return  hitlter, —  wtlli  your  uiswer.— 
"^'ou  htii  better  take  llie  mail  to-morrow 
nigbt,  irhich  arrives  at  Talkingtoa  tlie  next 
day,  at  tialf-past  one. —  1  repeat,  1  reckon 
upon  seeing  you  llie  diiy  iifVer  lo-morruw;— 
ai)d  if  you  do  not  eoinc  by  \\k  mail,— let  me 
know  u  nearly  aa  |>08iible,  the  hour  at  which 
]roa  are  likely  to  arrive." 


^ 


The  sauM!  express  which  conveyed  tlie  fore- 

[yoing   letter  to  our  hero,   brought  bini  abo 

ncws|>»|M.T,  addressetl  to  him  in  Sir  Hugh's 

1-writing.     It  proved   on   examinitliun  to 

^1»e  a  number  of  the County  Chronicle ; 

and  he  was  for  some  lime  contiderably  per- 
plexed to  nsccriaJn  the  reason  of  his  being  lii- 
ourcd  vrith  this  specimen  of  the  sovereign  wis- 
dom of  the  provincal  oracle. — He  rcry  dill- 
gently  explored  column  after  column,  without 
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duooreriog  anything  more  satisfactory  thao  a 
r\faccimeHto  of  Loodoo  gossip,  a  week  old, 
and  n  conaommli  of  the  jwlitical  lucubialiooK 
of  the  Tarious  metropolitan  "  broad  shcctSi" — 
interitperted  with  such  original  mntter  as  the 
following : — 

"  The  Caltle-Fair  at  Oswcll,  on  Thursday 
bat,  was  not  bo  numerously  auended  as  usual, 
in  conMM]uencc  of  tli«  unfAroiirahle  atote  of 
the  weallief — Nevertheless  tolerably  higli 
prices  were  given,  particularly  for  two-year 
old  Aldemcy  heifers,"  &c. 

"  Last  week  a  luntip  was  cut  in  the  field 
of  Mr.  Stubba,  farmer,  of  Balaam  End,  near 
Bamwell,  meaauring  the  enonnoua  size  of 
thirty-six  inches  in  circumference,"  &c.  &c. 

"  Wo  understand  Sir  John  Pockiington, 
Bart.,  of  the  Grange,  Iui«,  tn  the  most  liberal 
manner,  signified  lux  intention  of  ntaking  a 
deduction  of  five-and-twenly  per  cent,  on  his 
half-yearly  rents,  due  at  Michaelmas.  Should 
the  honourabia  baronet  yield  to  tho  earnest 
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entreatlM  of  his  frifinds,  by  coming  forwanl 
as  n  candtdaW  for  the  reprawnution  of  the 
cttunty."  &c.  &c 

*■  All  thia,"  thought  llnrry,  "  mnj-  be  very 
well  in  Its  way  t  but  what  have  I  to  do  with 
h? — Quid  hae  ad  I/>Aicii  boees?" — but  as  ha 
irai  jtut  llirowing  away  the  paper,  in  deipair 
of  extracting  from  it  any  information  which 
mfght  benr  on  Sir  Hugh's  inyBlcr)ou§  and 
drplomatic  epiatlo,  hia  pye  glanced  over  the 
page  of  advortiMBWnls,  nnd  nlighteil  on  a 
•man  crocs  made  with  a  pen,  and  evidently 
biiended  to  direct  the  nllention  of  the  reader 
the  article  at  the  bead  of  which  it  wiu 
"placed. — Harry  read  aa  follow*: — 


"  To  the  worthy  And  independent  electors 
BfTallcmgton. 

"  Gentlemen, 
••  Having  had  llie  honour  to  repn»ent 
jfyat  andent   and    rc»i)ectablo   borough   ever 
lince  my  entrance  intn  public  life,— a  period 
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of  upwards  of  thirty  yeura, — and  proudly  con- 
MiouH  thttt  1  have  not  forieited  my  cluimi  to 
the  continuance  of  that  favour  to  which  I 
have  been  w  often  indebted  for  your  dis- 
intcrcBlvd  and  unanimous  siippon,  it  is  with 
feellnga  of  no  ordinitry  regret  that  I  have  come 
to  the  determination  of  declining  to  solicit 
your  HuiTrages  for  the  ensuing  election. 

"  ^Vhile  the  great  question,  bo  long  the 
object  of  our  patriotic  exertions,  remained 
undecided,  no  considerations  of  a  pcrsond 
nature  should  have  induced  me  to  retire  from 
the  field: — but  now  that  the  day  is  our  own; 
— that  the  cause  of  freedom  and  reform  has 
rriuitiphed,  I  trust  I  may,  without  discredit  to 
myself,  or  detriment  to  my  country,  withdraw 
from  an  active  |>articii>ation  in  those  acenen 
of  poUlical  excitement,  for  which  the  dectining 
state  of  my  health,  and  severe  domestic  sfllic* 
tion,  have  combined  to  unRt  me. 

"  In  resigning  into  your  hands  the  sacred 
trust  so  long  and  so  repeatedly  confided  to 
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the  nie»seDger,  to  say  tbat  he  would  ob«)' 
the  iiislnicltons  wliicl)  lie  hod  recciTcd]  aai 
M  h«  «niconcc(l  himself  timt  vvcning  in  ihr 
corner  of  the  Talkington  Mail,  liv  n^vcllcd  in 
the  most  JoyouR  anticipations  of  xticocss.  and 
droiipcci  asleep  amid  floating  vi&iona  of  great- 
neHx  luid  glory,  almost  as  distinct  to  hh  mind's 
vye,  nnd  iionrly  as  fantsslic,  as  tli«  phantoms 
which  look  their  place,  when  he  had  fnirly 
sunk  into  tlie  Arms  of  Morpheus. 

We  think  it  fair  to  alate,  however,  lest  the 
reader  should  condemn  him  as  foolishly  san- 
guine, that  his  hopes  were  stimulated,  and 
his  fnncy  enltvenc*!,  hy  a  bottle  of  tiUfrtf,  of 
which  he  had  partaken  when  dining  at  the 
J.  V.  S.  with  his  friend  Lumley:  and  with 
youth  and  champagne  on  his  side,  a  man 
may  always  set  the  rigour  of  destiny  at  de- 
fiance. 
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CHAPTER   I. 


Calvchlby  had  beta  M  wtmlly  engrossed  by 
hb  own  reflections,  when  lie  itartvd  on  his 
jnurm?}',  that  be  bad  scarcely  iioiiccd  the  Ap- 
pnraitce  of  the  tiro  indindtuds  who  were  des- 
tined to  be  hU  truTelluig  rumpanHJOS.  He 
d  indeed  observed  that  one  was  a  (*t  nuui, 
d  the  other  a  thin  woiuan ;  but  a  gnj 
camblet  cloak,  witli  a  huge  atandin)*  collar, 
lined  with  scarlet  fleecy-hosiery,  rendered  the 
shape  and  features  of  the  former  matter  rather 
of  conjecture  tbao  accurate  obHcrvatiun ;  ami 
a>  (o  the  lady,  when  wc  have  stated  that  -the 
VOL.  U.  ■ 
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wore  a  i«wn-colourcd  Bilk  bonnet,  covered 
with  a  green  veil, — tfaat  she  was  wrapped  in 
a  cuane  brown  cloak,  and  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  sucking  one  of  three  oranges  wliidi 
she  had  just  bought  from  an  itinerant  Jen* 
fruiterer,  and  deposited  in  what  wav  by  cour- 
tesy railed  A  white  cambric  iiock e t 'I i.thd ker- 
chief, although  neither  very  delicate  in  lex- 
lure  nor  particularly  Bnowy  in  hue : — when  vFe 
have  added,  moreover,  tliat,  firom  time  to 
time,  she  refreshed  herself  wiUi  a  pinch  of 
MiufT  out  of  a  small  paper  cornet, — we  con- 
sider that  we  have  completely  exonerated  our 
hero  from  the  charge  of  inicnsitMlity  to  the 
attr«ctions  of  the  fair,  in  not  bestowing  any 
considerable  share  of  his  notice  on  the  njmpb 
in  question. 

After  a  night  of  unbroken  slumber,  how- 
ever, in  spite  of  the  grinding  of  carriage- 
wheels,  and  the  activity  of  his  own  cogita- 
tions*  the  approach  of  day  found  biin  rather 
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len  ■batraeted,  nnd  more  alive  to  (be  int- 
prcsaton  of  external  ubjecO.  Hfost  of  hU- 
aspiring  Inndes  Iia<I  taken  tbeir  dejiarturo 
with  the  more  fiiinsjr  rUkmi  of  tlio  night. 
and  he  nwoke  to  the  full  conaclouaneM  of  « 
chilly  morning,  an  expedition  of  doubtful  wis- 
doni,  and  the  presence  of  a  couple  of  illus- 
trioui  unknown,  who  were  still  mibly  and 
audibly  under  the  influence  of  the  drowsy 
god,  and  whoae  pertonal  recoinmentUtioiw 
were  by  no  means  heightened  by  the  dlsor- 
ganfauitlon  inseparable  from  a  night  passed 
nt  tmlure.  The  caniblet  had  fallen  from  the 
nock  of  the  male  traveller,  and  discovered  ■ 
reinarkably  red  face,  sunnountcd  by  a  white 
cotton  night-cap ;  an<l  from  a  none  of  fiery 
hue,  and  portentoun  projection,  issued  sounds 
tlint  emulated  tlie  distant  report  of  miu- 
ketry. 

Now    there  arc,   tehn   nout,   few   thinffs 
nnre  annoying  llitui  the  utiaroidable  vicinity 
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of    a    person    n-lio    snoreK    oulrageously,    if 
you    arc   not    Huflidently   inLim«tc    witti    lh«J 
delinquent  to  uiute    liim  to  a  xen»e  or  pro*] 
priet}',  and  thus  put  an  en<l  to  ilie  mitigated] 
specie*  of  Roman  torture,  which  the  cotutantl 
rcpctiltun  ot  a  certain   na&al  roulade  infliclt 
on  all  nho.ie  nervea  are  not  Etning  up  lo  ilia, 
very   highest  and   most  heroic   pitch   of  ic 
passibility ;  a  state  which  is  highly  deairabta 
for  all  nbo  travel  in  public  conveyances. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  Calverley  tx\ 
l>crienced    no   snuill    relief  when  the  coacli 

stopped  At  the  town  of  D ,  and  the  p«B 

sengera  being  luminoncd  to  alight,  for  the' 
twenty  minutes'  renpite  which  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  [Hiblic  can  harely  allow  them, 
for  purposes  of  necessary  refreahmcni,  llic 
iDusical  slumbers  of  the  "stout  gentleman' 
were,  perforce,  interrupted. 

Having  gone   through  the  important  cer 
raony  of  breakfa>t, — ^ind,  to  a  gentleman,  till 
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more  important  operations  of  shaving  and 
dressing, — our  hero  resumed  hii  seat  in  (he 
eoacli,  ntid  wms  not  slon-  to  perceive  tliat 
the  performance  of  similar  dutioa  seemed  to 
bave  produced  a  favourable  and  enlivening  e^ 
on  hi*   t/ihtvicat  travelling    companion. 

he  uiufly,  orange-sucking,  and  lanky  fe- 
male had  been  deposited  lomcwherc  b  the 
ueif^hbourhood  of  the  caravatuerai ;  and,  as 
it  seemed,  for  (he  remainder  of  the  journey, 
the  two  gentlemen  were  deslitwd  to  tnjoy 
pleasures  of  a  i^ie-&-I^e. 

This  ia  a  position  highly  fnvourahlc  to  the 
tntercoune  of  stmnger*,  who  are  often  with- 
held by  the  presence  of  a  third  person  from 
nuking  even  the  most  obvious  and  common- 
plaoe  advances  towards  conversation,  lest  the 
nngnwioufl  manner  in  which  such  advances 
are  •onetiiDes  replied,  should  be  observed, 
and  silently  commented  on,  to  tlie  ^i^at 
i6cation  of  (be  benevolently  disposed  and 
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adventurous  colloquial  volunteer,  luid  the 
iiTO parable  loss  of  hia  self-respect  during 
llic   ensuing  Iiour  or   (wo. 

Our  hero's  travclltng  companion,  however, 
was  not  B  porwn  likely  lo  be  influenced  b; 
sny  such  feelings  of  pride  under  the  ai»ek 
of  diffidence,  «nd  if  he  had  not  earlier  in- 
dulged Calvcrlcy  with  the  expression  of  bis 
limenta  on  a  vnrietir  of  important  topics. 
~t  MBS  because  he  hnd  been  too  sleepy  lo 
talli.  But  in  the  present  refreshed  and  rc- 
invigoratcd  condition  of  the  physical  and  mo- 
rul  uian,  he  fell  the  besoht  tie  catiter  strong 
upon  him,  combined  with  n  philosophical 
spirit  of  investigation  into  the  {Mist,  present, 
and  future  a£&irs  of  the  world  in  general, 
and  our  hero  in  ))arlicular. 

In  England,  the  tirst  topic  to  he  discussed 
between  strangers  must  always  be  the  wea- 
ther—a subject  soon  exhausted,  though  pro- 
bably more  fruitful  of  materials  for  conver- 
sation in  this  country  Ihnn  in  any  other  p«ri 
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of  the  world:  inasnudi  aa  whiit  is  assenetl 
of  to-day,  is  teldoin  true  concerning  yester- 
clsy,  and  can  never  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty be  predicted  of  to-morrow.  Politics, 
of  course,  caine  next  in  tlic  order  of  debate, 
and  It  the  period  of  wliidi  ire  write,  (liey 
were  more  completely  titan  ever  tlie  engtot*- 
ing  tbeme  of  all  tonjjues,  the  alpAt*  attd  omega 
of  every  one's  reflections  ami  lucubrations — - 
«t  home  or  abroad,  in  public  or  in  private, — 
tnoming,  noon,  and  night. 

Once  fuirly  launched  in  convcrtntion  with 
lua  "  fill  frictul,"  Calrerley  fvtt  that  to  avoid 
politic!  would  be  impoagibte,  hut  full  of  the 
proBpeclive  pride  of  senatorial  dignity,  and 
deeply  impresued  with  the  necessity  of  dis- 
cretion, where  matters  of  such  vital  interest 
to  hiinielf— perhaps  to  his  country  t  were  at 
■take,  he  determined  on  boing  most  guarded 
in  tlie  delivery  of  his  political  sentiments, 
and  most  careful  not  to  commit  himself  by 
any  gratuitous  declaration  of  those  opinions 
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into  which  a  fcnow-travcllcr  in  the  mnil- 
coQch  hiu  certomly  no  positire  right  to  en- 
quire. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  curiouty  of  our 
camblet-cloAked  friend  was  not  wholly  un- 
mixed with  caution,  and,  (o  say  the  truth, 
he  seemed  infinitely  more  desirous  of  extract- 
ing information  from  Calverley,  upon  every 
subject  with  which  he  concluded  him  to  be 
familijir,  than  of  imparting  the  results  of  his 
own  philosopliical  reflections  on  afiaira  in  ge- 
ntTal. 

After  tlie  Htmoflpheric  phenomena  Itad  been 
fully  discus-ted  on  both  s\de»,  and  the  chances 
of  fine  weather  for  the  ensuing  day  weighed 
and  aummed  up  with  much  accuracy  and  per- 
spicuity, the  stranger  put  out  a  feeler  on 
the  ineTttahte  topic. 

"  Well  sir,  wc  hnvc  got  the  bill  at  last." 

"  Yes,"  responded  Calverley,  with  n  nocL 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  Lord  Burleigh, 
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a  nee  that  might  have  puztlcd  P<nzo  dt 
Borgo. 

"  A  proper  hard-fought  battle  they  have 
had  of  it  down  in  London  thcrci  in  ihcm 
two  houica  of  Parliament,"  quotli  the  stran- 
ger. 

"  Vejy," — was  the  oracular  reply  of  our 
I  bcro,  and  tlte  expression  of  his  couniennnce 
u  be  spoke  would  have  defied  the  penetrntiiig 
glance  of  a  Talleyrand. 

"  Many  a  gentleman  sat  in  that  *erc  last 
House  of  Commons,  that  wiU  never  find  his 
way  into  snotbcr,"  continued  our  friend  in  the 
camblet. 

"  Veiy  likely,"— observed  Calvcrloy,  ss  di- 
pkunalic  as  ercr. 

"  Pray,  sir,"*  said  the  persetcriag  politiciant 
'*  bow  should  you  think  the  elections  arc  likely 
to  turn  out ;  will  the  new  Parliament  be  in 
favour  of  the  mini«tcri,  tliink  yc  i" 

"  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  tAey  think  bo 
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at  all  cvenU,"  m\d  Cftlverley,  "  by  their  dia- 
solring  tlic  old  one." 

"  Ay,  ay,  mt!  to  be  sure; — Tety  JMtly  ob- 
terved :  but  there  is  no  eaying  for  certain. — In 
our  county,  here,  for  instance,  we  expect  n 
tough  contest.  They  tell  i»e  Mr.  Lindsoy 
Wobey*    llie    great    manufacturer    down   At 

R ,  meuii  to  itftrt  on  the  poi>'lar  interest, 

again*  General  Savtlle,  our  lute  ministerial 
member :  the  Marquis  of  Knby  is  coek-aure  of 
/lit  return  I  take  it,  ns  nobody  ain  go  for  to 
CDiiipele  vrith  the  Mordaunt  iullticnco,  «d  &r 
as  to  opjwse  die  duke'a  own  wn. — But  m  to 
t'uther — It  an'c  easy  to  say — Mr.  ^^'olsey  is 
richer  than  any  one  can  tell,  they  say — and 
u  free  spoken  Uberal  handed  gentleman  as  ctin 
be,  I'm  told. — Then  agitin  the  general's  is 
one  of  the  oUleM  families  and  oldest  places  b 
the  county ;  very  well  liked  he  is  loo ;  only, 
poor  roan,  they  say  his  property  is  involved  a 
bit — But  he  has  been  member  for  the  county 
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tliese  tncntjr  years,  and  that's  always  In  a 
tnAii'B  favour; — though  to  be  ture,  in  these 
times,  the  wealthy  manufucttircr  ta  a  person 
that — in  iihort — without  meaning  to  aty  Any- 
thing Uiarespectful  of  the  old  hereditary  (be 
iiad  endently  confiidcrablc  difficulty  in  gutting 
^k  over  this  furmtdnble  word)  fninilivs  of  the 
county — yet  propeity,  and  CApilat,  ami  all 
that  sort  of  thing— are  decidedly — in  short 
— what  do  you  think,  urT" 

*'  Why  sir,"  answered  Calverley,  laughing  in 
his  tlcc^'c,  but  with  every  appearance  of  the 
moat  commendable  gravity,  "  if  you  ask  my 
candid  opinion,  I  have  no  hesitation  iu  saying, 
that  I  agree  with  you  entirely  in  looking  upon 
both  the  bnded  and  tlie  ntiinufncturing  in> 
lereats,  as  political  objects  which  it  is  impm- 
sible  to  disregard,  and  the  maintenance  of 
which  is  abeohitety  essential  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  Tbey  are  moreover  so  inti- 
aalely  connected  with  each  other,  that,  as  you 
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ibserve,  it  a  moat  diffieitlt  to  form  a  decided 
tiniate  of  ilieir  relative  importance." 

Precisely,"  obeerred  the  other,  who  Dot 
happening  to  Me  hi*  vay  very  clearly  in 
political  economy,  waa  rather  gUd  of  any 
proposition  to  which  be  could  nsient,  with 
anything  Uke  a  comfortable  assurance  that  he 
understood  what  was  meant  by  it.  Fiodiag 
however,  that  there  was  not  much  to  be 
elicited  from  our  hero  in  the  way  of  political 
setitimeiit,  at  least  in  reply  to  itraigtit-forward 
entjuiries — the  talkative  traveller  shifted  hia 
grouxiA. 

"  Nice  weather  for  the  sportsmen,"  quoth 
he,  after  a  pause,  "  I  suppose,  sir,  you  mean 
to  pop  away  at  the  partridges." 

^'■  Why,"  said  Calverley,  "  I  cannot  say  that 
am  much  of  a  shot. — Do  you  consider 
— aliire  a  gooil  K])orting  county  generally?" 
"  Pretty  well  us  to  thai,  sir.  The  birds 
are  plenty  enough  in  our  neigh  bourfaom),  at 
Talkinglon.      Fine   prcserres   on  Sir  Hugh 
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we  fattTe  beard  of  no  candidate  tn  the  Calver* 
ley  interest.  But  Lord  Belredcre  ine«ni<  lo 
start  decidedly,  I'm  told." 
>  *'  And  aAe  is  canTa»!itng  for  hiio  *"  eiiquirvd 
our  bero,  with  still  greater  eagerness,  and  iw 
very  placid  aspect. 

"  To  be  lure — who  elae — they  nay  be'a  lo 
be  married  to  her." 

"  Uroph,"  said  Calverloy. 

"Do  you  know  her,  sir?"  enquired  the 
Talkinglon  man.  "  They  t«ll  me  she  ia  very 
handioine." 

"  I  have  seen  her,''  replied  Calverlc)',  "  and 
can  anitwer  for  the  truth  of  the  report. — Bui 
you  said,  if  I  mtstako  not,  that  Sir  Hugh 
Calvcrlcy  had  )>ccn  your  member  until  lately. 
— How  it  it  ihat  be  rctiren?" 

"  Ob,  you  know,  one  half  of  our  borough 
baa  been  disfruncbiscd — We  aro  only  to  hnre 
one  member  for  the  future.'" 

"  What,  1  suppose  Sir  Hugh  did  not  think 
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betray  a  ■lupicioua  degree  of  uniitty  on  tbg 

Tilts  apparent  indifTcrcncc  was  prtciscl}'  the 
most  diplomatic  coutrse  be  couli)  pursue,  and 
tlic  best  calculated  to  extract  the  whole  truth 
from  bi«  talkative  informant,  whoae  commu- 
nicativeness  seemed  to  tacrease  or  diminith 
in  the  inverse  ratio  to  tbc  curiosity  of  our 
liero. 

"  Sir  Hugh  haa  been  a  staunch  supporter 
of  ministcra,"  continued  he,  6nding  that  Cnl- 
verley  miidc  no  otucrvalion  on  what  had  just 
been  said ;  "  and,  of  course,  lie  ex|>ects  ihnt 
they'll  give  him  a  lift  when  they  can :  one 
good  turn  deserves  another,  you  know." 

I'hese  were  undeniable  trutbe,  to  which 
Cali-crley  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  reply 
othernise  than  by  a  nod  of  assent;  although 
their  application  in  the  present  case  was  an 
enigma,  of  which  he  greatly  coveted  the  itolu* 
tion. 

"  He  hu  bad  a  long  liankering  after  a 
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moat  unexceptionable  po4tiUioiu,  in  the  famHj 
Uvery,  drew  up  to  the  side  of  the  coach. 

It  would  be  dilBcult  to  describe  the  lode 
of  conctemation  whidi  the  countenance  of 
QUverlcy's  rellow-tniveller  aHsutned  when  be 
heitrd  our  hero  uccosted  by  his  name,  aod 
thus  discovered  hia  near  connexion  with  the 
important  personage  whose  polittcul  move* 
ments  lie  had  been  diAcuasing  with  so  little 
ceremony. 

"  1  declare — I  protest,"  stammered  he,  vrhilir 
the  scirant  was  making  the  necessary  transfer 
of  luggagei  "  I  had  not  the  slightest  notion,— 
I  hope  no  o&ence,  Captain  Calverle; — 1  am 
sure  I  meant  nothing  disrespectful  of  Sir 
Hugh — who  b  a  most  respectable  gentleroao, 
and  a  good  customer  of  mioc — and — and— 
but  sometimes  you  know,  sir — one  talks  " — 

"  My  good  sir,"  nid  Calvcrlcy,  laughing, 
"  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  apologies; — 
I  don't  in  (he  least  doubt  your  respect  for 
ray  uncle ;  and,  indeed,  you  will  sliortly  have 
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oil  opportunity  of  giving  th«  moil  convincing 
|iroof  of  it,  by  supporting  th«  runiil)'  candi- 
date at  the  cniuing  cUictioD.  I  wish  jou  good 
morning." 

So  Mjing,  Cnlvcrlcy  Mt«pp«d  from  the  nuil 
Intu  the  brituka,  and  left  his  friend  to  medi- 
tate ill  solitude  on  the  adTuntages  of  silence, 
Bod  ihc  necessity  of  diseretion,  particularly  in 
onr  intercourse  irith  itrangem  during  a  Jour- 
ney  in  tlie  mail ! 
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CHAPTER  n. 


Wb  must  now  introduce  tbe  reader  to  tbe 
gotliic  Kbrary  at  Calverley  Hall, — with  Ht 
arched  and  fretted  roof,  its  antique  carvings, 
,its  well-filled  and  curtained  shelTe«,  its  tall, 
narrow,  and  riclily  coloured  windows,  its  easy 
chairji  of  every  size  atiii  |Miltern,  "  with  all 
appliances  and  means  to  boot,"  for  study,  and 
its  loo  frequent  attendant — sleep! — It  secnis 
a  temple  eacred  to  tlie  Muses ; — the  clitwen 
abode  of  classic  retirement  and  lettered  ease. 
— But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  two 
indiriduala  by  whom  it  is  at  present  occupied. 


sa 


UARKY  CALVCHLEY. 


oakulstcd  to  illustrate  wbai  we  have  to  uy 
respecting  the  exterior  of  tbe  two  gcnilenien 
wliom  we  Are  about  to  make  known  to  lite 
rea<ler.  Tlie  elder,  who  paces  the  room  with 
an  aspect  of  impatienve,  and  rapid  steps  thai 
fall  noiseless  on  the  thick  Peratu]  carpet.  ba> 
more  than  passed  the  middle  perioil  of  life ; 
but  «  tall  and  wcll-proportton(.-d  figure,  n  high* 
coiniiuuiding  air,  and  a  remarkably  liand- 
tc  countenance,  in  SfHte  of  advancing  >ears, 
lit  once  proclaim  the  man  of  gentle  blood  ami 
refined  habits. — He  miMl  be  somebody  .—It  ii 
Sir  tiugh  Calvcrley. 

The  younger,  who  is  lulling  negligently  in  a 
luxurious  library  chair,  with  eyes  balf-doMd, 
— and  one  leg  han^ng  over  tlie  arm  of  tbc 
fantenil,  humming  at  intervals  uii  opera  air, 
to  which  he  keeps  time  by  switching  his  boot 
with  his  cane,  is  best  described  by  negatives. 
He  is  not  handsome, — he  is  not  ugly, — he  is 
not  fut, — be  is  not  thin, — he  is  not  tall, — 
neither  is  he  short ;  he  has  a  face  that  voulJ 
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miibecome  the  peer's  robe,  nor  njipcar  it 
mUplaced  in  the  lircry  of  the  footman ; 
it  .U  not  UDsuited  to  the  drawtng-room ; 
ndther  would  it  be  out  i^  keeping  in  tlic 
•tables.  il\s  air  ii  ncilJier  distingue  dot  in«g< 
nificanl.  lie  may  tx  anybodifi  It  U  Sir 
llugli's  brother-in-law,  the  Eurl  of  Ennis- 
corthy. 

*■  Hjiir-past  two!"  oxctumcd  Sir  Hugii, 
looking  at  his  watcli,  and  speaking  in  a  fn'tfiil 
'tone;  "  hair>p«st  two,  and  do  signs  of  him. 
The  mail  must  have  passed  ihiH  half-hour ; 
and  I  shall  have  tlic  deputation  licrc  ill  five 
minutes — provoking!" 

I  "  Well,  what  if  they  do  arrive  a  few  minutes 
too  soon,"  drawled  or  rather  yawned  Lord 
LUuiseorthy.     "  They  qui  wait." 

"  Wait ! — and  suppose  he  does  not  come 
afierall?"— 

"  Umpli. — You  must  only  make  them  all 
drunk  and  send  them  Uck  again.  Or  if  you 
muit  have  a  candidate,  and  your  man  don't 
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tuni  up  in   time, — you  may  as  wcU  siari— 

what's  liis  njimc — your  buUcr  Walford." 

"  Ltir<l  Etiiit*corthy,  this  is  no  joking  matter 
with  me.  It  is  a  subject  of  M>rtous  impon- 
aucc,  to  my  feelings,  at  least.  Here  i«  itie 
nomination  lixo<l  for  llie  day  after  to-morros, 
nnil  my  candidate  not  as  yet  in  tbe  field. — 
Was  thut  the  Kound  of  a  carriage !"  continued 
Sir  Hugh  eagerly,  and  stopping  short  in  hit 
walk. 

"  No,"  ansiwered  Enniscorthy,  who  sat  i>ear 
a  window  {  "  only  the  gardener's  wheelbarrow. 
Hut,  my  dear  Calvcrh>y,  joking  apart,  if  you 
are  so  desperately  bent  upon  returning  iIuk 
nephew  of  yours  for  your  remarkably  dirty, 
and  i>articularly  hideous  Borough  of  Talk* 
ington,  why  not  give  him  rather  earlier  notice 
ofyuur  inienlions!" 

"  I^low  could  I,  until  1  was  certain  how  I 
atood  about  this  other  business?  I  only  re- 
ceived Lord  ■ '«  letter  on  Saturday ;  my 

address  was  in  the  County  Chronicle  on  Sun- 
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don't,  it  la  not  for  want  of  bearing  tt.  But 
if  jrou  are  so  particular  about  ibat,  wby  not 
reoiain  as  you  are.  and  continue  to  Bit  for 
it  yoursetff  Wbat  can  you  want  wttb  a  peer- 
ape!" 

"  What  can  /  want  with  a  peeragel — what 
iloea  any  man  want  witb  it  f  I  believe,  LotiI 
EniiiMurtby,  the  family  of  Calver)ey — I  my 
nothing  uf  its  present  representative,  is  ciuiu- 
u:  fit  to  be  honoured  with  that  dignity  »( 
half  those  who  have  aUvady  obtained  it  i  no! 
even  excepting  the  house  of  O'ReiUt/,  my 
lord." 

"Pehat  my  dear  Sir  Hugh, — I  know  all 
that  well  enough  1  1  mean  no  oflVncv  citlii-T 
to  you  or  your  anceators.  Quite  tlic  contrary- 
It  is  becauae  I  have  such  a  profoun<l  vene- 
ration for  your  arietocratic  claims  as  a  bnro- 
net  of  the  original  batch,  that  I  tliiok  «  new 
peerage  will  not  add  much  to  your  con»e- 
qttcnce." 
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this  nephew  of  jrours  I  I  ihouglit  you  were 
ttcarcely  on  civil  terms  with  the  junior  liranch 
of  your  family." 

Family  misundenttAmlings  need  not  Ust 
for  ever,  Knniscorlliy/'  iai<l  Sir  Hugh,  with 
a  sigh.  "  Harry  is  a  fine  young  man,  my  itear- 
ett — 1  may  almost  say  my  only  relation ;  and 
because  1  quarrelled  with  his  father,  or,  ra- 
ther, Laily  Mary  quarrelled  with  his  ntnther, 
a  tloteii  years  ago,  that  is  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  countcniuicc  my  nephew  now;  more 
especially,  u  be  will  in  all  probability  be  my 
heir" 

"  And  you  are  just  at  present  in  want  of  a 
candidate  for  Talkington,"  added  Lord  Knnii- 
cortby  drily. 

The  retort  which  this  sneer  would  infallibly 
have  drawn  from  Sir  Hugh,  was  arrested  on 
Jiis  lipc  by  the  entrance  of  tlie  servant,  with  a 
see  of  importance. 

"  Is  Captain  Calverley  arrived  *"  eagerly  in- 
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quired  Sir  Hti^h,  befbre  the  sorvont  had  time 
lo  speak. 

"  No,  Sir  Hugh  [—but  the  Mayor  of  Tiilk- 
inglon  and  tlie  gentlemen  of  the  deputation 
arc  in  the  saloon,  and  wish  to  see  you,  Sir 
Hugh." 

"  \Vlict  w  lo  be  done  I"  exclaimed  the  ba> 
ronct  in  dUnuiy;  "  what  can  detain  my  ne- 
ph4^w !  Did  not  the  britska  go  to  Bishop's 
Cnwi  as  I  desired  r 

"  Certainly,  Sir  Hugh ;  but  they  could  not 
well  be  back  before  this." 

"  Not  before  this!  Why,  it  is  near  three 
o'clock,  and  the  mail  is  usually  in  at  two." 

"  Yes,  Sir  Hugh;  but  since  tliey  have  had 
lo  go  round  by  Barnwell,  they  are  later,  of 
COUTH.  It  makes  full  tbrcc-cjuarters  of  an 
Iraur's  difTerence." 

"  Round  by  Bamwell! — what  shoald  take 
them  by  lh.it  road?" 

"  If  you  please,  Sir  Hugh,  the  bridge  at 
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Marbkdyke  gave  way,  aad  pftrtly  fell  lO  yet- 
tiTilny ;  so  that  it  nn't  p«Hable  for  caniagea, 
nnd  they  roust  take  llic  lower  road  till  il  ii 
repaired.** 

"  And  why  the  dcTil,"  uud  Sir  Hugh,  wax* 
iog  very  wroth,  '*  why  ihe  deril  was  1  nui 
informed  of  tliia  befure?" 

"  We  .only  heard  it  this  morning  when 
Jones  arrived  with  your  express  from  town« 
Sir  lltigli." 

"  Well,  well,  we  must  go  and  cndeavuur 
to  amuse  the  deputation,  at  nil  events,  itut. 
Etuiscortby,  you  came  luist  from  London,  jou 
must  have  known  the  cause  of  the  delay,— 
why  couldn't  you  tvU  me?" 

"  I — bless  your  soul '.  what  ouuld  1  know  of 
the  matter?     1  vlept  the  whole  way  down!" 

"UmphI"  said  Sir  Hugh;  "well,  Wal- 
ford.  tell  the  gentlemen  of  the  depuution 
(bat  I  will  be  with  lliem  immediatvly.  —  Is 
luncheon  ready  for  them!" 

'  Quite  ready.  Sir  Hugh." 
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beclts  and  vtreatbed  emiks,"  he  made  the 
arcuit  of  the  dcputAtion,  et>quirii)g  most  af- 
fectionately for  the  wife  of  one,  and  the  chit 
Ann  of  anotlier ;  congmtuUiting  this  jierson 
on  his  improved  lookai  &nd  condoling  with 
tlmt  on  llie  depressed  state  of  the  manufac- 
turing iutereata;  in  xhort,  dUphijing  an  ac- 
curate acquaintance  with  the  circumstances 
and  portion  of  each,  as  far  as  it  was  proper 
to  allude  to  them ;  and  exhibiting  a  minute  re- 
collection and  correct  application  of  names, 
christian  and  patronymic,  which,  from  one  of 
his  aristocratic  claims,  and  at  any  other  but 
this  precise  juncture,  would  have  been  abso- 
lutely miraculous ;  an  obliviousness  of  proper 
names  in  our  intercourse  with  inferiors  being, 
as  is  well  knon-n,  a  distinctive  mark  of  aristo- 
cracy and  high- breeding. 

So  persevering  was  he  in  the  diatribution  of 
these  judiciously  dirccictl  and  elaborate  cour- 
tesies, that  some  minutes  ehkpaed  before  the 
mayor,  who  beaded  the  deputation,  (although 
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bitd  tiractke  to  tnuiwct  buBincw  on  >ui  empty 
stotnuch ! " 

So  Baying,  be  led  tlie  <r»y  into  the  banquel- 
tii)g>rooni,  the  folding  doors  of  which  had  juti 
been  thrown  open,  itnd  the  cold  collation  thcl 
prcBCnlc<l  itHeir  to  the  admiring  eyes  of  the 
depiitAtion,  served  effectually  for  a  time  to 
divert  their  attention  fTOin  the  political  object 
of  the  meeting,  while  the  rapid  circulation  of 
Sir  Hugh's  champagne  produced  the  usuul 
effect  of  that  exhilarating  beverage  on  (he 
spirits  of  the  comiwny,  and  warmed  their  uU 
ready  friendly  dispoaitiont  iiitxi  a  glow  <if  i-ii- 
thuKiinn,  in  favour  of  a  patron  whoM-  public 
principles  and  privittf  bofipitaliiy  were  alike 
no  unexceptioiinble. 

All  this  lime,  however,  Sir  Hugh  waM  mU 
fering  little  «hort  of  martyrdom  in  the  way  of 
■uspense,  and  Ntnking  every  moment  deeper 
into  despondency  aa  to  the  result  of  u  cere- 
monial which  he  had  intended  to  be  pecu- 
littriy  eSective.     Whether  his  nephew  were 
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to  wriTB  or  noe,  lie  vas  fnlly  determined,  nt 
ftll  hazards,  to  have  him  put  in  nomination; 
but  he  greatly  dreaded  ibe  ridtciile  thnt  would 
attach  to  the  whole  afTair,  should  the  neatly 
prcpured  mquisition,  couclicd  in  itucli  fljiltcring 
and  appropriule  t^nna,  as  we  shall  presently 
see.  be  dr-sttncd  to  return  unpreaented,  and 
unacknowledged,  to  the  place  &om  whence 
it  came,  and  the  auguet  eorttge,  who  had  so 
obligingly  voted  it.  and  wen-  now  wailing  to 
praMDt  it  to — they  knew  not  exactly  whom, 
— be  forced  to  take  their  departurii  willioul 
having  their  hearts  gladdened  by  the  sight 
of  their  weD-beloTed  though  aomewhat  pro- 
Uematical  candidate,  whose  talent*  and  vir- 
tue* tbcy  had  kindly  agreed  to  take  on 
IniU. 

Bui  whatever  were  hia  apprehensions,  hia 

prime  object  was  to  conceal  thom  from  the 

notice  of  hia  guests,  and  to  di-Liy  a*  lotig  as 

potiible,  an  exphmation  which  could  not  fail 

I  to   be   rather   embarrassing : — No   one  who 
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merely  judgi-d  by  bi«  counteiumoe,  could  han 
imftgined  tliat  aoytbing  was  amtaa  in  the 
■rrangemenU  of  the  day — that  tbere  vaa  » 
•crew  loose  id  the  mactiincry  wbicli  be  Iiul 
taken  so  mucb  pauu  to  set  in  motion.  Like 
th«  pious  ^Encus 

"  9|i«m  vultu  limukl ;  pnaiil  aJuicordr  (kitaren;* 

he  talked — ho  Uughed — he  joked,  until  the 
whole  deputation  vcre  captivated  by  his  Hpirits, 
his  wit,  and  his  afTability.  lie  was  ably  s^ 
oonded  in  bis  conririal  cflbru  by  Lord  Eont 
corthy,  on  whom  ibo  norclty  of  the  bcvuv,  and 
tbe  coniicabty  of  Sir  (lugb's  driinuitic  iKwitioii 
bad  a  Tcry  enliTcniog  cfTect.  Tbu»  roused 
from  his  habitual  laziness,  and  '*  doing  tiie 
civil "  with  wonderful  assiduity,  Iiis  lordship 
appeared  to  great  advantage  in  the  eyes  of 
the  deputation,  most  of  whom  supposed  liim 
to  be  tlieir  unknown  candidate,  as  Sir  Hugh's 
introduction  of  him  bad  been  confuted  to  lh» 
mayor,  and  had  not  been  overheard  by  tbe 
rest  of  tbe  party. 
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hurry  lltese  gentlemen,  jou  know,  bat  if  you 
have  finUhed  your  luncheon,  I  should  like  jtut 
ro  ipeak  one  word  to  you,  in  the  Ubrary." — 

"  I  attend  you  with  much  pleasure.  Sir 
Hogb."  answered  the  ob*c<|uious  Sliuiilcbot- 
ham,  jumping  «(>  with  alacrity. 

"  You  will  have  the  goodnesa  lo  bring  the 
requisition  with  you,"  whispered  the  baronet, 
"an  I  want  to  cast  my  eye  otcf  it. — Cnnis- 
corthy,  I  depend  on  your  taking  tare  of  that 
gentlemen  in  my  absence." 

'*  The  fact  \»,  my  dear  Shufflebotliam,"  said 
Sir  Hugh,  in  his  most  insinuating  manner,  and 
a>  soon  as  tliey  were  closeled,  tMe-^-lAte,  "I 
6nd  myself  in  n  little  enibamwMncnt ;  for 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  roads,  or  some  other 
cause  which  1  am  unable  to  gueas  at,  our 
candidate  is,  I  am  sorry  to  uy,  not  yet 
arrived." 

"  Really  !"--said  Mr.  Shufllebotham,  with  a 
conuderably  elongated  visage, — '*  rather  awk- 
ward, Sit  iiujih.^ 
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woman    she   u,    1    can    tell    you.    Sir   Hugh) 
canvaetting  for  him  in  vvcTy  direction ;  wbi)» ' 
wc  arv  likely  it  wem*  to  have  nobody  but  a 
man  of  straw." 

"  A  what,   Mr.  Mayor  ?*'  said    Sir    Hugli, 
r»l)ier  pointedly. 

"  Ob!  Sir  Hugh!"  quoth  the  wortliy  ma- 
gistrate,  whoac   devotion   to   the   chompngne 
had   been  perhaps,  a  shade  too  intense,  aodj 
who  in   consequence,    was  what    U    vulgar^ 
called   "pot  valiant,'*—"  Oh!    Sir  Hugb, 
n>ean  no  ofTcncc  to  your  relation,  who.  I  make 
ao  doubt,  is  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  all^ 
that, — but  what  I  mean  to  say  i*  this.  Sir 
Hugb,  tbnt  this  here  deputation  will  cut  a 
deucedly  ridiculous  figure,  if  we  have  to  walk 
back  to  Talkington  with  our  fingers  in  our 
mouths, — we  shall  be  the   laughing  stock  of 
the    borough  t    and   then   when    the   election 
begins ;  to  liuve  to  fight  llie  luitlle  or  somebody 
whom   nobody  knows,  and  none  of  us  havel 
Kco,  against  the  head  of  the  family  on  t'other 
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^idal  It  fto't  quite  pleasant,  Sir  Hugh,  to  me 
EiftUyi  for  however  I  may  wish,  ait  I  do 
wish,  to  keep  up  tite  political  connexion  of  the 
borough  «rilh  your  family,  Sir  Hugh,  yet,  in 

[my  official  capacity,  one  does  not  like  to 
compromise  onewlf— that's  all." 
Jt  U  well  known  that  the  period  imme- 
ely  precv<ling  an  election,  is  Ukc  (he 
lonnn  Saturnalia,  when  the  slave  was  pn 
tempore,  invested  with  ull  the  prerogatives, 
and  allowed  to  indulge  in  twice  tlic  insolence 
of  freedom ;  when  those  who  during  tlie  rest 
of  Uie  year,  quailed  beneath  the  gtanco  of  a 
deipotic  nsutcr,  were  considered  at  liberty  to 
spc«k  their  mind  with  perfect  openueas,  and 
animadvert  on  his  proceedings  in  terras  fre- 
quently more  conspicuous  for  candour  than 
courtesy.  Wc  presume,  that  in  the  long 
run,  their  hacks  suffered,  et  que  le  diable 
n'y  jKrdail  rien;  but  with  that  we  have  no- 
thing to  do.  The  existence  of  n  similar 
prirdege,   u    pos»e»scd   by    Uritish  electors, 
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blontliKhinents,  tincl  aubniit 
wliicti   Heem  to  be  <ie  rigue 
coune  of  on  at/Hranl  for 
with  liU  own  |>eculur  tcctit 
reign  people."    But  Sir  Hul 
Tftlkington  hud  till  recently 
tJian  a  close  borough,  the  eli 
were  ready  to  return  anybody 
sentative,  whom  their  jiatron, 
■night  think  fit  to  recommend 
was  not  quite  broken  in  to  tlic 
style,    llo  drew  himself  up  witl 
cast  on  the  presumptuous  SI 
glance  of  withering  scorn  that  v 
misbecome  "tbc  brow  of  Jo?i 
regurdleu  of  con>equencc«,  gi 
lofty  indignittion  its  fuUowa  '.—^ 
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tUe  Mtijpor  of  TalkJngtoo  con  be  eompro- 
mUed  by  su|»|>orUng  any  member  of  my  fnintty 
wbom  I  may  cuiuuler  a  fit  pcnon  to  represent 
the  boruugbl  Do  you  recollect  whom  you 
»r«  spvakinji;  to,  sir  ?  Is  it  not  sufGcicnt  that 
tbc  ooudidate  \»  mi/  ncpbew, — 'that  he  it  of  iwy 
kouMt  Why,  sir,  if  I  choso  to  stick  up  my 
wig'block.  with  tho  name  of  Clalvfirk-y  attached 
to  il,  as  A  candidntv  for  yuur  paltry  borough, 
I  would  liave  you  to  know  that  1  would  carry 
the  day  against  all  ihc  Tyringhanu  that  ever 
appeared  on  tbc  hustings  j — ayl  and  their 
wives  and  daughters  to  boot;  or,  by  the  Lord! 
the  electors  of  Talkingtoii  should  be  let  into 
a  secret  which  they  might  not  &id  very  ugie«- 
abkl" 

It  mtist  be  acknowledged  that  this  last  sally 
wan  3  httle  in  tbo  stylo  of  the  illustrious 
Getnler ;  the  idea  being  in  fact  rather  an  im> 
provetuent  on  the  well-known  edict  of  (hat 
aniiablo  and  facetious  viceroy.  But  Sir  Hugh 
was  in  a  pasaion,  and  did  not  exactly  know  what 


44 


HARAY    CaLVCRLKY. 


he  wat>  Kiiying;  wliile  Mr.  Shufflvbotham, 
honest  maul  had  fortunately,  very  little  of 
the  spuit  of  William  Toll  in  bis  comi>oiiition. 
He  at  once  perceived  that  be  had  been  ta- 
judicious  and  precipitate.  Still  be  could  not 
suffer  so  glaring  an  insult  to  bo  offered  to  the 
municipal  mE^cHty  of  liii  njitivc  town,  without 
Mying  a  few  words  by  way  of  protest  or 
rcmonstnincc. 

"  Sir  Hugh,"  quoth  be,  "  1  have  already 
expressed  my  high  rcKpect  for  you  and  yours ; 
but  you  must  allow  tnc  to  say  that  the  day 
is  gone  by  for  such  doings,  The  electors  of 
Tolkington,  Sir  Hugh,  arc  free  agents;  and 
though,  from  attachtneiit  to  an  ancient  family, 
whose  principles  they  approve  of,  Sir  Hugh, 
their  votes  may  be  Influenced  by  your  recom- 
mendation, yet,  independent  citizens,  Sir 
Hugh,  will  make  their  own  choice,  and  are 
not  to  be  dictated  to,  like  a  parcel  of  niggers 
afittid  of  the  overseer's  cart-whip.  We  are 
free-l>or»  linglisbnKn,  and——" 
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>r  (]o  I  meut  to  cast  an)  reflection  on  tbe 
worthy  electors  of  ttie  bor»ugIi,  when  1  u> 
tbat  I  believe  they  would,  one  ant)  till,  chuoM 
rd  iieltcdere,  or  anybody  else  to-morrow, 
if  they  belterrd  ft  to  be  more  to  their  in- 
(liviihml  adrntnlage.  This,  I  atn  aware,  would 
not  do  for  the  hustings,  Mr.  Msyor;  but  il 
■fl  plain  English,  tn  answer  to  tolerably  plain 
speaking  from  you.  Now  I  would  just  obeerf  P. 
ihnt  I  can  form  n  pretty  correct  estimate  of 
the  auxiliary  motives,  which,  in  addition  to 
patriotism,  political  consistency,  and  so  forth, 
may  pottibty  Influence  some  of  tlie  electun 
of  Talkington,  in  favor  of  my  family.  I  say 
nothing  of  what  is  passed,  Mr.  Mayor;  nf 
certain  situations,  in  the  gif)  of  the  goTcm- 
mcnt,  obtained,  through  my  interest,  for  some 
your  friends.     It  is  not  iit  my  time  of  life, 

lat  a  man  can  believe  in  gralitwle,  Bui  we 
may  believe  in  prudence  and  foresight.  Now 
my  wortliy  friends  at  Talkington,  arc.  I  be- 
lieve, tolerably  well  avore  of  the  position  tn 
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which  I  sund  with  n!«p«ct  to  ihe  ministry ; — 
they  need  aot  In>  told,  ibat,  biunbJe  snd  in- 
ngnificant  u  I   miiy  bv,   penonuiiy,  my  con- 
nexions in  both  houseii,  Mr.  Mayor,  make  my 
adberenoe  a  matter  of  sonw  slight  consequence 
to  bis  Majccty's  government ;  in  short,  they 
have  senae  enough  to  see  that,  were  tJiey  to 
return  Lord  Belvedere,  with  hb  high  Tory 
notionn,  and  uncompromising  opposition  (o  the 
present  Cabinet,  ami  without  political  connex- 
ion* of  any  sort,  they  would  not  be  in  poaaesston 
of  (|uit«!  so  convenient  a  channel  through  which 
the  stream  of  ministerial  patronage  may  Bow 
■iDongst  them,  as  they  will  by  electing  a  Calver- 
ley,  pledged  to  support  the  measures  of  govern- 
nwnl,  and  acting  in  concert  with  no  incontiitlcr- 
able  party  in  both  houses  of  parliament.     Thin 
u  my  »icw  of  the  caic,  Mr.  Mayor,  even  without 
reference  to  my  tcrrilorial   righti,  or  the  in- 
6aenoe  which  a  resitient  latided    proprict'ir 
may   be  aupposed   to  exercise  over  tlie  proB- 
periiy  of  the  borough  ;  this  is  the  reason  why 
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I  IB  &psMcl  to  tfatnk  the  oiom  nearly  inde- 
fmimi  of  the  perwommt  presence  of  the  candi- 
JMtr,  umI  yvar  ntwXj-tsBtaacA  political  •qoea- 
wmkutm  M^olarijr  autplaced." 

■■  1  omn  you,  Sir  Uagh,"  fud  tfae  biunb]e«l 

md  CTtwtiil  onuciHMa-stricken  magistrate. 

wln^  St  tfae  Boncnt  caBed  to  uund  nindiy  or 

hii  own  iamrdiate  relations,  converted  inio 

laaleiiw  tide-waiters,  receivers  orciutonu, 

,  cbie€/  tfanmgh  tfae  Calverley  interest,  and 

was  periectJy  aware  of  the  adTantsges  witich 

■i^  naoll  to  hia  three  lubberly  sons,  rrom 

dw  periMaeaey  of  so  valuable  a  connexion ; 

**  I  MMife  yon.  Sir  Ilogb,  you  (juitc  mistake 

ve,  if  yoQ  can  (or  a  mouenl  fancy  thnt  I  racant 

anything  unhandtotne  or  ditropccilul  lo  uKb 

excellent  friends.     ^Vlult  1  said  wu  as  much 

no  your  own  account,  Sir  Hugh,  as  on  mmt; 

but  1  hare  no  donbl  you  will  carry  the  day 

tnumpbantly,  and  wo  shall  aD  be  delighted  to 

return  your  nephew,  «j  in  duty  bound." 

Well,  well,"  aaid  Sir  Hugh,  fully  restored 


I 
I 


RARRY   CALVERLBT. 


49 


I 


to  his  usual  fquanimitj-,  "  let  us  aaj  no  more 
about   the  nuittcr,    Mr.    Shufflebotham;    you 
^wtre  rnthcr  loo  cntily  iilnmied,  snd  I  dure  Mty 
was  u  little  too  hasty.     All  will  go  on  right, 
have    no  doubt ;    and  my  nephew  will  be 
herv  in  ii  few  minutes,  I  am  confident.     But 
chc  menti  time,  let  mc  just  sec  the  requi- 
■ilton,  in  case  there  should  be  anything  in  it 
which  we  could  improve." 

"  Vou  will  find  it  drawn  up  exactly  accord- 
ing to  your  directions,  Sir  Hugh ;  ami,  indeed, 
1  believe,  in  almost  the  very  words  you  sug- 
gested. Unless  Mr.  licmmiogway  moy  lutve 
put  in  a  word  here  and  there,  just  to  ahow 
his  sctioltnliip,  of  which  he  is  mightily  proud, 
M^ir  Hugh." 

^B     The  baronet  unrolled  die  parchment,  and 
'      rend  aa  follows: — 


"  7^1— (•  blank  for  tbe  name.) 
"  Sib, 
"  We,  tlie    uoderaigned   electors   of  Tal- 

VOL.  II.  ■> 
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kioglon,  earneRlI)'  deeiroas  to  perpetuale  tbt 
connexion  wliicb  lias  so  long  and  ao  honour- 
ably subaiflted  between  the  bouae  of  Calreriey 
and  our  ancient  and  loyal  borough,  respect- 
fully entreat  that  you  will  honour  us  by  coming 
forward  aa  a  candidate  for  the  rcprcsentatiou 
of  Talkingion,  at  the  ensuing  election. 

"  It  ia  with  the  sincerest  and  most  hcartfth 
regret  that  we  have  witnessed  the  retirement 
of  our  late  worthy  and  distinguished  repre- 
sentative, Sir  Hugh  Calverley,  whose  seat 
and  ability  tn  the  discharge  of  his  parliamen- 
tary duties,  in  that  capacity,  during  a  period 
of  upwards  of  thirty  years,  entitle  him  to  our 
wannest  gratitude;  but  while  we  lament  the 
loss  we  sustain  in  his  valunble  and 'patriotic 
exertions,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  more  effec- 
tually tctttify  our  sense  of  his  public  services, 
or  our  affectionate  nttiichmcnt  to  his  person, 
than  by  selecting  for  his  successor,  a  gentle- 
man whose  hereditary  cUiims  on  our  reganl. 
as  a  member  of  the  same  family,  arc  to  power- 
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fully  BCrengliicncd  by  his  acknowledged  (ak'nts, 
Nitd  comtpicuotta  private  worlh. 

"  In  the  full  bat  respectful  confiilcnce  ibat 
lyou  will  accede  to  oor  rec|ue8t,  we  hare  the 
honour  to  be,  with  the  higlicst  ratt-'cni, 
"  Your  obedient  liuiolitc  Somntii 

"  KaTIUMIBL  SlIVrFLEDOTIlAX,  MaifOT. 

"Job  Heuuinoway,  TWn  Clerk." 

&c.  &c.  &c.  ike 


"  Very  good — very  proper — Mr.  Mayor," 

said    Sir    flugb ;    "  I    have    no   criticiin)   (o 

aake ;"  which  was  not  wonderful,  seeing  that 

ic  document  was  nearly  verbatim  the  wortliy 

baronet'*  own  composition ;  "  but  you  may  u 

rw«ll  inKrt  ilie  name." 

"Oh,  certainly,  Sir  Hugh.  Who  is  the 
'gentleman,  pray?  we  have  not  yet  hi-ard  \\\i 
,  name." 

"  Oh,  ay ! — very  true,  my  dear  Mr.  Shufflc- 
botl)ara.  I  bad  my  reasons  for  not  being  too 
precipitate  in  disclosing  it  \  but  as  1  hare  now 
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detertnuied  u>  put  faim  in  nomination  nt  lU 
erenU,  ther«  can  be  no  object  in  conccxling 
it. — It  is  my  nepheir,  Captain  Calverlcy— 
Harry  Calverley,  Esq." 

At  tbia  moment,  the  sound  of  carriage- 
wheels,  graduiilly  approaching,  was  heard,  and 
Sir  Hugh,  hurrying  to  the  wutdow,  hiid  lite 
inexpressible  satisfaction  to  see  the  britsks 
svccping  rapidly  up  the  avenue. 

"  Hurrah!  here  he  ia!"  exclaimed  tlic 
baronet.  "  Mr.  Mayor,  hare  the  goodneai 
to  rejoin  the  deputation  for  a  few  momenl» 
in  the  banquctting-room.  I  must  just  speak 
a  few  wonLt  to  niy  nephew,  in  private, — Stay, 
you  may  aa  well  leave  me  (he  requi«ilion.  I 
will  take  care  to  give  you  due  notice  when  he 
is  in  readiness  to  receive  it — which  will  be  in 
a  very  few  minutes;  and,  in  the  mean  lime, 
entertain  theic  gentlemen  as  well  aa  you  can." 


I 
I 
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CHAPTER   m. 


to 


lie  interview  between  the  uncle  niid  (he 
oephew  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  a  little  cm- 
barraasiog  to  both  |>arltea,  for  on  one  Eiile 
there  was  the  recollection  of  slight  and  neg- 
lect,— on  th«  other,  the  consciuusnesg  of  for* 

ler  unkindneMH,  while  on  both  there  was  an 
uiKomfortable  conviction  that  the  advances 
towards  a  better  undenttAndtng  were  rather 
aacT^bable  to  considerations  of  expediency, 
than  to  any  more  generous  or  disinterested 
feeling.  But  it  is  fortunate  that  in  the  in- 
tercotinc  of  society  wc  arc  not  neces&nrily 
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ubiiged  to  HcrutiniEe  rooliveB,  with  tlint  rigid 
spirit  of  cncjuiry  tlial  belongs  to  the  investi- 
gation of  facts.  It  U  well  that  we  can  iH 
be  occasionally  decciTcd,  or,  at  leaat,  that  wr 
can  aflWt  to  be  ao ;  and  if  tlic  important  in- 
cukmlton  of  habitual  v«radty  has  been  (|uali- 
lied  by  the  phraac  of  "  lo«te»  lea  eiril^s  te 
901/  jtm  bonnes  d  dire, — how  much  more  un- 
ilcniuhly  may  wc  atitivrt  gue  toutts  les  ririlh 
nr  sotit  pas  bonnes  A  aacoir.  >\'ho  thut  hiu 
KRd  Mndame  de  Gcnltt's  graceful  and  philo- 
sophical  Aotioo,  Le  Patau  de  la  Veriti,  but 
nttut  acknowledge  the  importance  of  thia  ape- 
cics  of  delusion  to  Ihi-  prcBcrvation  of  peuw 
an<l  good-buntour  in  eoeicty;  to  the  uainte- 
nanoe  of  all  the  best  affections  of  our  nature, 
and,  consequently,  to  the  Eccurity  of  the  va- 
rious links  of  that  social  cliain  that  biixb  iiiiin 
Mild  man  together! 

Bui  we  nn»l  niturn  to  our  hero  and  Sir 
Hugli,  who,  after  an  interval  of  several  jean 
of  eMnaigeaent,  found  ittemselres  thus  con- 
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firontod  in  a  l4te-A-tile.  The  baronet  exerted 
hioiaclf  vigoroualy  to  corer  bia  embarnuiment 
by  ui  appcurnnoc  of  extrcmo  cordiality ;  whrli.- 
Horry,  wlio  felt  ittat  Kt  any  rate  he  bad  no- 
thing  to  be  aabamed  of,  received  Iiii  demon- 
•trationa  of  regard  with  becoming  courtewy 
indeeit,  but  still  with  a  slight  air  of  reserve 
and  cotdav»,  of  which  h«  found  it  difficult  at 
COM  to  divcat  hirawlf. 

"  WelcDme.  welcome  to  Catvcrlcy  Hall,  m; 
ear  boy  f "  exclaimed  Sir  Hugh,  advancing 
with  outstretched  bands  and  Bintling  aspect  to 
raoeivc  bia  nvphew ;  "  1  have  boen  looking  for 
you  with  the  utmost  impatience." 

"  I  h«v«  loit  no  time  in  obeying  your  lum- 
noiu,  Sit  Hugh,"  answered  Harry,  "  m  you 
I  perceive." 

**  Undoubtedly,  my  dear  Harry  t  and  your 
promiMitilda  ia  nwsl  fortunate,  for  every  mo- 
nent  ia  precioua,  with  reference  to  the  object 
that  we  have  m  view. — Although  I  could  not. 
for  vanoua  reasons,  explain  mytclf  completely 
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ia  Bj  tetter  to  yoo,  I  oosdiMic  you  are  at  no 
loK  M  andentsnd  rbj  I  hare  solicited  vour 
ftttenea  al  Calverley  at  tbb  predM;  juncture; 
Bad  foor  comptianee  whh  this  re€|uest  is,  I  am 
CB«6dwit,  an  earnest  that  yen  are  prepared  to 
accede  to  nij  wUbes  in  the  matenal  point  in 
qseatkn.    Is  it  not  so  f  " 

"  I  might  aflect  to  micunderataad  you,  Sit 
Hugh,"  answered  Calvcrley,  *'  and  thereby 
endeavour  to  enhance  the  merit  of  my  sub- 
sequent compltaoce ;  but  howerer  correct  such 
coDiluct  ndgbi  be  in  politics,  it  voold  not  be 
consistent  with  candour.  1  am  a  soldier,  and 
no  diplomatist.  Your  letter,  1  acknowledge, 
was  in  sotae  respects  a  mystery  to  tne;  but 
the  newspaper  which  accompanied  it,  left  no 
doubt  as  (o  your  object.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
hesitate  to  say,  that  I  have  come  down  here 
on  the  supposition  that  yon  wish  me  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
Borough  of  TaikingtOD." 
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politice,  Sir  Miigli,  1  could  not  for  s  tnofuent 
have  eDtcrtatnc<l  your  prgpomtion.  bad  not  ra; 
political  xentimetiu  been  in  accordance  wilh 
thoie  wliieh  1  believe  ytm  to  hold.  As  fnr. 
however,  ax  I  can  make  up  iny  mind  on  mat- 
ter£  trliich  T«()aire  so  much  thooght  and  deli- 
beration, I  an  dispoaod  to  plaoe  ({reat  coafl- 
denee  in  the  preaent  Hdministration ;  itnd  there 
iB,  I  think,  orpry  probability  that  the  meaaarea 
which  they  arc  likely  to  ppojwiie  in  parlia- 
ment, will  be  luch  an  to  enmire  my  cordial  and 
coiitcicntiuiis  support.  But  1  will  not,  and 
cannot  pledge  myself  bliiMlly  and  procpec- 
tirely  to  the  support  of  any  body  of  men, 
who,  for  aught  I  know,  may  adopt  to-morruw 
a  line  of  policy  diametrically  oppoiiitc  to  th^t 
which  ihcy  pursue  to-day.  As  long  ai  1  ap- 
prove of  their  measures,  Jind  consider  their 
existence  an  a  miniatry  beitcficial  to  the  ama- 
try,  they  will  Jmitc  iny  vote ; — but  no  longer. 
This  I  conceive  to  be  a  point  of  honour  and 


I 
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there  1^  I  lUdk,  ■  antal  omainty  of  tbeir 
KUiniag  yoor  cflogda>cg  u  «^  m  auoe. 
I  fccoM  tbsl  vc  an  Bcely  to  tffne  very 
wrll  oo  poGtks;  «oii,  at  all  etcnti.  m  shall 
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Stranger  in  ihv  pU«v. — I  did  not  inugine  thai 
tho  people  of  Tnikington  were  even  awire  of 
my  exittence." 

"  Oh,  that  is  of  no  coniief]uence  I"  nid  i>ir 
lltigli  laugliinp,  "  the  Talkingtoniana  ore 
•nry  dcvcr  peopLo  in  iheir  way,  and  have  a 
pnrticuUr  knack  of  anticipttii^  the  talents, 
and  prapbBCjring  tbe  rirtues  of  tliv  mamben 
uf  my  fiunily,  even  before  their  have  vvkt 
or  heard  of  tbe  indWidual.  Here  ia  tbe  rrqi 
Mom  I  hcBere  yon  will  Hnd  it  fit  quite- 
well  as  if  you  had  been  measured  for  it." 

"  WcU,"  continued  tbe  baronet,  as  aoon 
Calverley  had  glanced  oTsr  tbe  doeamenl,  at 
the  top  of  wbich  bis  name  had  now  b«;cti 
insened,  "  will  that  do  I" 

"  Nothing  can  bv  noK  aalkfiKitory,"  &aiii 
Harry  Uoghinir. 

"  CoBM  then,  wc  tnuat  adjourn  to  the  <ai- 
loon;  for  tbeM  gentlemm  are  waiting,  and 
rery  inpaUent." 

<•  Bnt.  Sir  Hugh,"  aafal  (.'^Irerley,  "  you 
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uf  Talkington,  deinands  my  wannest  nnd  miHit 
sincere  ncktiowlctlgmenta.  I  iitioultl  indeed 
prove  myitetr  wholly  unwortliy  of  tliiB  moM 
gratifying  mark  of  your  farouri  if  I  could 
be^late  for  a  moment  to  respond  to  the  flat- 
tering call  which  it  conveys. 

"  I  am  wvll  aware  that  it  ts  to  your  long 
trieA  attachment  to  my  family,— to  your  rehaticc 
upon  those  principles,  by  a  strict  adherence 
to  which,  they  liavc  been  hitherto  ao  fortunate 
aa  to  preserve  your  regard  and  confidence. 
rather  than  to  any  personal  claims  of  my  own, 
that  1  aliall  be  indebted  for  the  enviable  dit- 
tinclion  winch  your  unsolicited  ttuflVagM  can 
alone  bestow ;  and  I  beg  to  assure  you,  that 
if  1  sbouM  be  ao  fortunate  aa  to  become  your 
representative,  it  will  ever  be  my  anxious  care 
to  merit  the  continuance  of  your  favour  by  ii 
rigid  and  conscientious  dbcbarge  of  my  par- 
liamentary dutiei,  aiHl  by  my  wuichful  guar- 
dianship of  the  sncred  trust  repo»ed  in  me." 
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"  There— there  I"  uid  Sir  Hugh,  "  1  told 
fou  tliat  you  would  not  hnve  to  pledge  your- 
self to  anything  ;  and  I  am  sure  you  could  not 
well  be  more  vague  in  your  promise*,  if  you 
mcsnt  to  rai  once  a  fortnight.  So  put  your 
name  to  it  ct  once,  and  let  us  gel  rid  of  these 
people  as  fast  as  we  can.  All  this  tort  of  thing 
is  a  great  nuisaticc,  I  know,  hut  it  U  ini'vitabtoi 
and  we  nuat  only  make  the  best  of  it." 

^"  1  am  much  obliged  to  you,  Sir  Hugh," 
H  Harry  laughing,  as  he  signed  the  paper, 
for  aaTiDg  me  so  much  trouble,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  tenderness  which  you  have 
■hewn  for  my  conscience,  in  this  mu«t  diplo- 
matic document :  I  had  no  idea  that  so  unso- 
phisticated a  constituency  could  he  found 
since  ttie  passing  of  the  refonn  bill.  I  am 
quite  at  the  servioe  of  my  confiding  friends, 
and  an)  mott  noxious  to  receive  their  com- 
plaisant deputation.  As  I  am  not  however 
quite  ati/ait  in  these  matters, — you  will  have 
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aid  Sir  Hugh,  «a  tbejr 
■11  TOO  have  to  do 
m  pMMble,  mad  read  vour 
We  Bfaall  be  mI 
I  trust;    for  •« 
drinking  orer  beGim 


f^oni^nc 


b;  Mr.  HcmnuDgwBji 

ike  ^ola  wrt^gi.  nuvhed 

MO    the  TDom, — Lord 

Dp  the  r«ar,  and  witli 

lb*  d^iee  ot  gnvitj  be> 

^  ■**[■■*■"     It  »  but  (nJr, 

lorUqi  to  lUle.  thai  the 

of  soBiB  worthy  memben 
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.-Sir 
took  tlieir 
of  the  rooiD ;  and 
Sir.  SbaMetfotbam,  Ma}«r  ot   M 
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of  the  depntation,  wbo  had  iDtttto  tolerably 
((obcl  uae  of  their  time  ttt  the  lunchftuo  tablo, 
and  had  not  vdlGctently  attended  to  the  dia- 
ttnction  which  cxiitW  between  chanipagn«  and 
Uibte  beer,  when  considered  with  reference  to 
ibB  CKfmmiy  of  ili«  itomach  or  bead, — afforded 
but  too  legitiiujte  grauiidti  for  nwrrinmit 
Bol,  thanlu  to  his  little  dfitdii  with  Sir  Hugh, 
— the  nayor  was  quite  Kobvr,  nnd  Mr.  Hvm- 
mingway,  tm  wbooi  tlie  duty  of  reading  llie 
re<{msitioii  devolred,  not  more  than  hAlf-veas 
er«r:  to  tliat  manors  wore,  upon  the  whole, 
ak  decorously  managed  as  could  well  be  ex- 
pected tinder  the  circiimvtnnccfl. 
^L  Sir  Hugh  introduced  his  nrphew  in  form, 
and  all  |>ariie*  bowed  and  smiled  a«  graciously 
VIS  poerible ;  l)ie  deputiition  drew  up  in  ■ 
'fifftire  that  was  probably  intended  either  for  a 
straight  line  or  a  semicircle,  but  which  it  would 
have  pusiled  a  mathematician  to  describe; 
the  two  proceret,  Shufflebotham  and  Hem- 
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iningn-ay  took  their  station,  at  the  riglit  of 
tbe  column,  a  little  in  advance,  and  the 
btuincBS  of  the  day  seemed  about  to  begin ; 
when  there  was  a  pautw ;  the  majror  looked  it 
the  town  clerk — and  the  town  clerk  Iooke<!  m 
the  mayor, — the  latter  gave  l)ie  fonner  ■  HUght 
hint  with  bis  elbow,  by  way  of  a  flapper, — 
and  the  former  responded  by  contracting  his 
browH,  and  ithnigging  li!«  ahoulders  in  token 
of  lemonstrance.  Something  had  evidently 
gone  wrong.  But  Sir  Hugh,  ^tercciving  their 
perplexity,  and  anxious  to  shorten  the  aflair 
as  much  as  possible,  observed,  rmtber  impa- 
tiently, 

"  Well,  gentlemen, — we  are  all  ready !  Why 
do  we  not  proceed  to  business  t — is  there  any- 
thing the  matter  *." 

"  Xo,  Sir  Mugh,"  said  the  mayor,  casting 
an  iinea«y  glance  ut  hi*  eollc«gues,  and  an- 
other round  the  room,  "  only  the — tbe  requi- 
sition.    Has  any  body  seen  it?" 

"  God  bless  my  soul !"  exclaimed  the  ba- 
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ronet,  "  1  bog  ten  tliotisand  pardons,  my  deiir 
Mr.  Sliufflebotham, — it  b  all  my  fault. — I  left 
il  in  tlic  library. — Walford,  bring  the  roll  of 
cllura  wlitch  you  will  find  on  my  writing- 
;  i)uick,  eir." 

(liaappeared ;  and  in  due  time  re- 
with  thi:  dociuncnt  in  question,  which 
being  liaiidt'd  lo  Mr.  Hcmmingiray,  was  by 
tbat  gentleman  readjifnot  "  nith  good  cmphn- 
•ta  and  due  ducretion,"  at  least,  without  mucli 
hesitation,  and  as  intelligibly  aa  could  be  ex- 
pected, considering  his  peculiar  condition. 

It  was  now  Calverley's  turn ;  and  the  reader, 
wo  iniGt,  needs  not  to  be  told,  that  he  per- 
formed his  part  in  tbe  most  unexceptionable 
manner,  and  rcud  liia  answer  to  the  requisition 
with  much  grace,  dignity,  and  deliberation. 
The  tone  of  <leep  contiction,  as  the  French 
aay,  with  which  he  spoke  of  tbe  future  dts- 
cliargc  of  hia  duties  as  a  senator,  wus  such 
as  visibly  to  affect  hi*  confiding  conalituents, 
and  excite  tlieir  feelings  in  hb  favour  to  a 
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ptteh  of  mauUlin  cnlhiuttasm,  cqualljr  nga>- 
fieont  of  pntriotiam  and  champagne.  >Vh«n 
he  bad  concluded,  in  unanimnua  btirsc  of 
applause  bore  unequivocal  tealimoiiy  to  tlwir 
aatisfaction. 

And  liiiu,  linving  at  length  fulfilled  tlte 
important  object  iTllieir  tntuion,  the  respect- 
a1>Ii<  deputation  withdrew,  in  high  good  h» 
iDOur  with  the  hospitality  of  their  late,  and  the 
sound  political  principles  of  their  future  k- 
prescntalive :  —  the  worshipful  Mr.  Shuffle* 
botham  being,  indeed,  the  only  person  wbow 
gratification  irag  quitlificd  by  a  alight  sbailr 
of  dinppoiniincnti^-for  be  had  hoped  tlut 
Sir  Hugh  would  baTC  oaked  him  to  stey  t« 
dinner. 
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"•  Akd  now,  my  dear  Hairy,"  »ni<l  Sir  Hugh, 

luvtng    Jispalched    those    tinsotne   jieoplc, 

allow  ine  to  hare  Ihe  pleasure  of  introducing 

\j   broth er>in-Uw,   Lord    Enniscorthy; — En- 

niacorthy,  my  nephew.  Captain  Calverley." 

Harry  bowed  rather  distantly,  as  he  had 
no  great  prepuBseBsioii  in  favour  of  the  brother 
of  Lady  Mary,  tu  whose  good  offices  he  mainly 
attributed  the  previous  estrangement  of  the 
families;  but  Ennisconhy  advanced,  and  hold 
out  his  bond  in  the  moat  frank  and  cordial 
manner. 
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**Gapt»B  Catrerlej  has  forgotten  mr.  1 
M*d  he,  "  but  I  tuve  a  very  distinct 
and  agreeable  reooDeetioti  of  meeting  him  in 
IMfik.  at  the  mem  of  the  — tb,  four  ytan 
afft,  vbeo  I  had  b  conipaaj  in  that  rety 
buiwemui  i^giuwul,  —  the  Deril's  Own,  as 
thej  called  us.  Surely  yoa  miut  reoHiaber 
it.  Captua  Calrerieyt — «e  had  a  glorioiu 
mfjbl  dC  tt;  br  the  same  token  that  we  ill 
got  extremely  drunk,  I  am  afraid; — at  kail 
lean  answer  (or  njraeir' 

"  I  can  BSMie  jKMir  lordship,"  said  C«l- 
rerley,  "  that  I  hare  not  forgotten  the  hoBpi- 
laHty  of  the  — ih.  nor  the  liighly  connvtsl 
evening  I  was  to  fcntunate  tut  to  spend  at  their 
Ublej  and  your  countenanee  struck  me,  the 
aoawnt  you  entered  the  room,  ns  one  trith 
which  I  was  Giniliar ;  but  I  presume  I  did 
not  hear  your  name  on  the  occasion  to  which 
you  refer, — for — " 

"  Why  the  fact  ie,  my  dear  sir,  my  nanK, 
or  at  least  iny  dcslynauon,  has  been  changed 
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lio  the  intcrraL  It  was  during  my  poor 
brother's  life-time,  that  we  tnet.  ami  I  was 
then  gencrnUy  known  as  J^ck  O'Hoilly — better 

Known  than  truated.  I  am  itfriud;'*  coDtinued 
e  lau]jhing — "  but,  under  whiitvvi-r  oainc, 
am  most  happy  lo  renew  uiy  acquaintance 
^-irith  yoo." 

^B  The  openness  of  Lord  Enniscorthy's  man- 
^pKr  Boon  overcame  the  reserve  of  our  hero, 
who  being  a  remarkably  bad  hater,  at  all 
Ibaea,  was  particularly  so  when  he  could  not 
Maign  bis  aniipnthies  to  any  better  cause 
than  prejudice;  and  tliis,  toil  dil  en  mutuant, 
u  more  than  can  be  «aitl  fur  the  greater 
proportion  of  the   good  sort  of  [icople  who 

Empoae  this  aindid  and  charituble  world. 
*'  We   have   been   ho   actively   eii[,'agetl   in 
lilical  aSairs,  since  tny  arrival,"  said  Harry, 
"  that  I  hitvo  positively  neither  had  Iiom:  nor 
oppartunity.  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  society. 
^D  have  not  yet  enquired  for  Lady  Mary,  Sir 
Hugh  1 — 1  trust  her  Udyehip  is  well." 


VOL.    II. 


T4 


IIAtlHT    CALTBIlLSr. 


"  Much  as  usual,  I  thank  yoii,''  Miid  Sir 
IIu^li,  "  slie  Has  Jilwaya  very  delicate  hcoltb, 
and  since  the  death  of  my  poor  boy,  her 
nerve*  nre  sadly  Bhattered ;— but  she  will  h» 
moat  haiipy  to  (ee  you  presently." 

"  All,  by  the  by,"  suid  Lord  Enniacortby, 
"  I  must  go  and  iittk  Mnry  how  slie  does. 
But  I  know  tliere  is  Uctle  chance  of  her  being 
visible  before  six  o'clock.  On  her  aotn  u 
usual,  1  suppose,  with  her  vinaigrette  in  one 
hand,  ami  the  Utest  scientific  publication  iii 
the  other. — Talk  of  the  nerves  of  a  lady  who 
reflds  politica)  economy  I  What  lions  hss  she 
about  her  now?" 

"  Wo  have  scarcely  anybody  here  ut  pre- 
sent;" answered  Sir  Hugh,  with  dijlieuliy 
suppresHing  his  irritation  at  Eoniscorthy's 
comments  on  Lady  Mary's  valetudinarian  and 
literary  prctctuiona ;  not  that  he  felt  tutich 
aflection  for  the  individual;  but  because  he 
thought  his  own  dignity  inipuin.-d  by  these 
irreverent  altuMOns   to  liis  wife ; — '*  the  slate 
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of  Lady  Mary's  bealtli  will  not  allow  of  our 
•Mtng  mucli  company  ju9t  now.  As  for  Hont, 
as  you  call  tfa«in,  Lord  Enniscortliy,  I  ac- 
knowledge Uiat  I  rather  encourage  her  laate 
for  the  society  of  distiagubhcd  people, — as 
their  conrersation  rcully  diverts  her  mind, 
and  prevents  her  from  giving  way  altogether. 
Aijy  thing  that  interests,  without  too  much 
exciting  licr,  is,  I  conceive,  decidedly  bene- 
ficial.'* 

"Oht  Lord,  1  am  sure  I  don't  object  to 
it)"  Hid  Enniscorthy I  "  it  ia  a  tolerably  In* 
nocent  and  hnrmlesis  fancy;  much  belter  than 
a  taste  for  light  dragoons  or  evangelical 
preachers,  paiticuhtrly  the  last.  1  never  knew 
any  good  come  of  a  kdy'a  being  a  partoH' 
/Meier." 

"  We  have  nobody  of  any  particular  note 
bere,"  said  Sir  Hugh,  "  but  Sowerby,  the 
African  traveller,  who  tatt-ly  published  that 
highly  interesting  account  of  the  Great  Py> 
ratoid  i    and  Scalp,  who  writes  those  clever 

b2 


-; — both  very  enterlain- 


artidea  in  the  — 

ing  ]>eople  in  their  way;  the  latter  really  a 
person  with  ■  gocnl  deal  of  utage  du  imnidlr, 
for  a  pTore-tiiional  littdrateur ; — and  Sowerby 
is  still  bettor  in  his  peculiar  style — eo  very 
eccentric — so  perfectly  original/ 

"  So  [)€rfeclly  impudent — you  mean;"  mut- 
tered Enniscorthy,  aotto  voce,-  "and  pray,"* 
continued  he,  aloud,  "  is  his  wife  here  too?" 

"  Of  course — you  know  she  is  a  prodigious 
friend  of  Lady  Mary's."  ^M 

"  Ah,  yes,  I  know, — she  keeps  her  in  mcta-        ' 
physics  and  political  economy.      Well,  I  hope 
they  uilt  be  merciful; — I  am  a  plain  man,  Tond 
of   a    (|uiet   life,  aiid    rather  afVaid  of  being 
'  ahut  up  in  the  house  with  clever  jwople." 

"Oh,  you  can  keep  out  uf  their  way,  you 
know;"   said   Sir   Hugh,   rather  snecringlyi 
"and  I  dare  say  you  will  6nd  two  or  ihree 
people  here,  who  may  be  more  of  your  own  ^M 
calibre,  in  point  of  science.    The  whole  party 
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riddcD  OTcr  to  D ,  thia  sAemoon,  to 

the  Roman  encampment ; — but  Luly 
Mary  must  be  at  home,  I  should  imagine ; 
and  I  will  go  and  sec  if  she  u  well  enougli 
to  recciTO  you  before  diniwr." 

"  Pray>  do  not  allow  her  ladyship  to  incon- 
venience herself  on  my  account;"  said  CaI- 
ferley. 

"  You  need  not  trouble  yourself  to  gire 
■uch  B  caution,"  said  I^rd  Enni«corthy»  aa 
Sir  Hugh  left  the  room,  "  lAat  »he  xtercr 
does  for  anybody,  oi  my  worthy  brother-iif 
law  knows  to  Ma  cost.  My  sister  is  a  r«guUr 
maiwif'imagiiteire,  and  n  little  jealous  of  all 
ber  anunwd  prerogatives,  aa  nn  invalid.  But 
you  nuiy  ai  well  lake  n  turn  iji  the  shrubbery 
with  me;  fur  wm  have  no  chance  of  seeing 
her  ladyship  before  diniicr-tiroc,  I  will  answer 
for  it.  ir  we  were  a  couple  of  Swedish  pro- 
fvasora,  with  jaw-breaking  names,  and  green 
nustochMs,  she  would  have  met  us  under  the 
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poriieo; — but  brothers  and  nephews  are  com- 
mon-place &orl  of  people,  and  can   aflurd 
wait  her  Iciaure." 

"  Your  account  of  the  society  at  Cdf 
is  rather  alarmbgi"  said  Harry.  "  I  hope  the 
atinoflpliere  of  Bcience  does  not  extend  to  the 
borough,  if  eo,  1  shall  be  rather  puzxled  how 
to  address  the  electors." 

"  The  science  of  good-Uving  is,  1  tbould 
fancy,  tbeir  farourite  study,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  deputation.  But  there  u  nothing 
very  formidabk  at  Calrerley  after  all.  These 
Sowcrbys  are  bore*,  certainly,  but  they  are 
alao  Imnibugs  of  the  first  claas,  and  when 
once  you  are  convinced  of  that,  it  is  ra- 
ther entertaining  to  watch  their  operations. 
They  are  both,  at  heart,  the  veriest  tuft- 
hunters  extant ;  but  they  apply  very  opposite 
means  to  the  same  end : — tAe  makes  her  way 
by  dint  of  toadying, — h«  by  sheer  force  of  im- 
pudence i  and  when  you  add  their  literary  and 
scientific  pretensions  to  all  that,  you  may  ima- 
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that  Uiey  are  occasionally  past  endur- 
ance.— He  'a  ncrer  happy  but  amongst  fine 
people,  and  not  linviog  scnee  enough  to  di«- 
tiagaUh  between  gentlemanly  independence 
of  manner  and  vulgar  aaaumptton,  he  takes 
a  pride  in  treating  erery  body  In  general, 
and  lib  superiors  in  particular,  with  a  degree 
ofeoarseand  insolent  familJBrily,  and  positive 
nidenecs,  Tor  which  lie  dewrres  to  be  kicked 
firat,  and  cut  afterwards.'* 

**  And  is  it  posBible,"  satd  Jlarry,  "  thai 
with  such  a  character,  he  can  be  a  Tavourite  in 
•ocictyt" 

"  A  favourile? — not  he  I  but  he  is  in  great 
raquoct,  which  answers  his  purpose  quite  aa 
welL  Some  very  great  pcoplo|  like  to  be  bul- 
lied now  and  then,  by  way  of  novcltj-,  provided 
it  ia  done  with  suiBcicnt  art  to  amuse  them ; 
and  when  ^y  arc,  the  rent  of  the  world  sub- 
nit  to  similar  treatment,  in  compliment  to  the 
precedent.  Thua,  by  little  and  little,  what 
with  an  occasional  chsver  thing  said  here  and 
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I   RQppose.^ — I   K^i   Aylmer,    do   500  Ium* 
thcmf 

"  Htuh!'*Mld  th«  person  addressed,  vbo 
was  not  quite  babitiutetl  to  hta  compUHona 
mamire  d'itre. 

"  Poohl  noaseuernld  Sowerby.—" Ohr 
excUimed  be,  on  recognuing  Lont  Ennti- 
cortby,  "it's  you,  b  ttt — bow  goes  it  f"  ex- 
tending bit  Tore-finger  in  the  mo«t  condetcenil- 
ing  manner  imaginable. 

"  How  dot"  said  Lord  EnniKorthy,  with  a 
familiar  nod,  bol  without  paying  any  .tllvR- 
tioa  to  the  extended  di^ti  "  bow  U  Mrs. 
Sowerby?" 

"  There  she  Is,  you  may  moke  your  on- 
qnirW  of  tier — »be  is  quite  competent  to  ■■)- 
fiwer  for  benelf.  Well,  but  who  would  liave 
thought  of  seeing  you  faere!  1  was  told  you 
were  eoBtplAdy  done  up,  and  had  gone 
abroad  to  retrench." 

*'  A  report,  about  as  much  to  be  depended 
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(iuanlBman,  nat  not  much  pleased  with  the 
inniKlatc,  (intl  titiU  less  witli  the  style  in  which 
i(  was  issued ;  but  Itc  was  rather  awed  by  the 
n.>liut»tWn  uf  Mr.  Stiwcrbj-,  nru)  a  good  Aei\ 
uifluenced  by  the  deference  which  hi*  vl- 
ilrrs  paid  to  thAl  assuming  indifidual,  »i>  he 
shrugged  his  shoulders,  clapped  spurs  to  bb 
hursc,  and  rode  off  in  the  direction  w)iicb 
ttie  pony-chaiM  had  taken. 

"  Why,  you  have  made  lleneagc  u  actiTe 
and  submissive  ns  an  aiil-<lc>caiDpt"  said  Colo- 
tifl  Aylmcr. 

"  To  be  Burc ;  —  uliat'i  tlie  ure  of  (hctc 
Guardamen  puppies,  if  they  t^on't  fetch  and 
carry  f  But,  hang  it  I  they  are  all  going  on 
together,  instead  of  coming  bndt,  as  1  told 
them." 

"  Perhaps  you  had  belter  go  after  ihcu 
yourself,"  said  Eiiniscortliy,  "  and  1*11  give 
you  a  good  start,  that  you  may  bo  able  to 
overtake  theui ;"  to  sayuig,  he  seized  the 
riding-whip  from  Sowerby's  hand,  and  giving 
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iiclclen  and  vigorous  cut  over  the  liiod- 
ijuurtera  of  ihe  cob  which  ho  beatroclc,  Knt 
ili«  nnimal  kickiag  and  plunging  nt  n  furious 
.  raWi  (o  tlie  great  discom&lure  of  the  rider, 
whose  equestrian  skill  was  somewhat  below 
par,  and  tu  the  inexpri-Mible  delight  of  all 
the  apvctatort,  who  would  have  gladly  seen 
him  menaure  hut  length,  or,  pcrtiaps,  wo 
tbould  B8>',  bis  breadth,  on  the  ground. 

Dire  WU8  itiu  expression,  and  purple  the 
bus  of  hit  face,  iniiiacious  alike  of  vengeance 
Mud  A|>oplexjr,  «i,  after  a  short  content  with 
hb  refractory  steed,  he  contrived  to  re-estsb- 
Uah  his  uutliurity,  iind  rejoin  the  group.  But 
prudencu  fofbndv  him  to  exhibit  in  any  more 
decided  manner  the  irritation  of  hi«  feelings  t 
on  B|ipcaraoce  of  perfect  reckleameu  and 
imaovdance  upon  all  occiutoos,  being  part  of 
the  system  by  which  he  sought  to  mainuln 
his  footing  in  society. 

"  A  lively  beiutt  that  of  yours  I"  said  Scalp,  a 
tall,  tliin,  geniiemaidy  looking  man,  with  rather 
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m  cynical  aspoct.   "  A  little  too  akittish,  or  ao : 
—why  don't  you  punlMh  himf" 
,  '*  I  leare  tJint  to  you,"  growled  Sowerby.— 
"  If  you  think  he  wants   the  laali,  you  had 
better  review  him."' 

"  Grand  tMerei,"  uid  Scolp,  "  I  fly  ftl 
higher  gune;  Lord  Enniworthy  may  if  he 
ebooaea,  do  juatice  on  the  hor»e — I  cbim  the 
rider." 

"  Well  saidl  Nunrodl"  exclaimed  ColontI 
Aylmer. 

■■  A  mi|^tj  bunUT.  and  his  game  wu  idm." 
"  But  sharp  roust  be  (he  weapon  which  can' 
penetrate  the  cuticle  of  our  friend — I  lake  him 
to  be  critic-proof." 

"  Ahr  aaid  Lord  Enoiscortliy,  "  if  he 
would  only 

•  Doff  ibii  lion'*  liJde. 
And  haag  a  calfi  lUn  oa  tkoM  ncroaat  linU  !* 

"  ^Vhcn  I  take  you  for  my  model  in  drcia — 
I  shall  certainly  do  no,"  hi1<1  Sowerby  gniBly, 
"  though   1   >hould   despair  of  aoliieving  so 
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good  a  Rt.  But  as  to  Scalp,  I  own,  I  nro  not 
trkliout  •criotis  apfyrehemions;  for  we  all  know 
Ilia  weapon  ii  remiirkabk'  for  theJlMnett  of  ttt 
temper." 

"  DisniiBs  your  fcan,  I  beg,"  Mid  Scalp, 
after  the  laugh  caused  hy  this  home-tbrust 
bad  sub«ided ;  "  1  am  not  to  (be  bumour  to  cut 
blocki  witli  A  raxor;  and  now  I  tbink  of  it, 
jov  arc  not  in  my  deparlnicnl,  my  dear  Sower- 
by— Wo  knot  tlie  Ytoa,  the  Mag,  tbe  nobler 
anlnalt,  with  »pear  and  bound;  but  the  ox 
we  generally  leave  to  the  abattoir." 

"  But  I  beg  leave  to  advance  anolbcr  claim 
for  Sowcrby ; — do  you  never  chuee  the  bore  ?" 
aaid  Cnoiacorthy. 

"  Only  in  bia  wild  tUte,"  answered  Scalp, 
"  and  your  lordahip  will  I  think  acknowledge 
that  our  friend  i*  lame  enough  in  any  con- 


Tba  tkinnah  of  words  was  here  interrupted 
by  the  approach  of  the  pony-phaeton ;  and 
the  presence  of  the  ladies  interposed  an  efl'cc- 
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tual  check  on  the  further  rxchiingc  of  thcst 
literary  and  social  oourtcsies,  vhicb  to  our 
hero,  bad  si)  ibe  cburm  of  novelty  to  recotn* 
mend  thvm,  if  In  other  respects  tbcy  did  not 
tend  much  to  his  edification. 

In  Ileiie^ge,  Harry  recognised  an  old  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  Mm.  Aylmer,  who  was  both 
young  and  pretty,  being,  to  biit  surprise) 
identified  with  a  Mian  Somebody,  with  whom 
he  had  often  danced  and  flirted  a  year 
■>r  two  previously,  when  (|uartered  nt  Houn- 
slow,  be  was  rather  KratiSed  to  obserro  the 
vridence  of  an  e<]uslly  aceurntc  recollection 
on  her  part,  in  the  alight  blush  whivb  height- 
ened the  colour  of  her  cheek,  a.i  she  ap- 
proached, and  the  liinid  bow  of  rccogoition, 
which  of  course  he  acknowledged  with  all  duo 
enprestemeMi. 

Mrs.  Sowerby  was  equally  prompt  in  recog- 
nising Lotd  Enniacorthy,  «ho  had  too  much 
of  tho  spirit  of  chivalry  about  him,  to  allow 
her  to  |)«rceive  that  he  thought  her  a  bore— 
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leas  oHensive  bore  thnn  her  IitubancI,  cer> 
(ainly,— but  atill  a  bore; — anil  lie  submitted 
with  gre«t  philoaoi)1iy  lo  the  infliction  of  sotoe 

»trry  ctoqiH*nt  Kmarks  from  her  scientific  \i\>», 
on  the  Kience  of  castnunctation  nmoDg  Ibc 
■ncienia,  Jl|irupos  of  her  morningV  drive, — In- 
deed  she  discoursed  as  learnedly  touching  the 
rttifum,  ihtfctssa,  the  pali,  the  impcrtnl  lento- 
rtum,  the  se|>:irntc  nnil  diHttnct  location  of  lliv 
j>rffitoriuiu,  the   cohort*,  and  the  auxih'arie», 

^ilbc.  &C. — aa  if  abe  bad  served  the  office  of 
q  liar  tor-muster  general  to  Julius  Cksst,  mi  hia 
invasion  of  our  island. — She  produced  morc- 

^tow  ft  bit  of  an  old  horse-shoe,  picked  ap 

Hburfng  tlicir  nntiqiuuriun  renearchcs,  which  vhs 
txblbit*d  in  triumph  as  bearing  interna)  evi- 
dence of  having  belonged  to  the  torica,  or 
breast-plate,  of  some  Roman  hero,  certainly 

^piot  under  tlte  rank  of  a  centurion — and  the 
rusty  brass  top  of  an  old-fashioned  parasoli 
which  she  strongly  Eurmiwd  to  be  the  umbo 
at   boss  of  some    oontCDiporaticous   buckler; 
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whether  of  tho  ci^pear,  or  parmular  ord«i, 
■he  oould  not  botrever,  renture  to  deter- 
mine. 

All  this  was  Kttle  short  of  nurtyrdom  to 
Ennttcortby,  who  held  the  whole  tribe  of  an- 
ti<]uarian8,  and  especially  the  females  of  (he 
species,  in  especial  abhorrence ;  but  vrith  the 
laudnble  hypocriay  of  good  breeding,  he  lent 
a  courteous,  «nd  to  nil  Kppe«rancv,  «  willinji 
KM  to  Mrs.  Sowerby's  dLspUy  of  erudition ; — 
congratulated  her  witli  a  most  serious  face, 
on  her  acquisition  of  such  valuable  tncinoriali 
of  so  faitcresting  an  crcnt  as  the  Ronian  con- 
quest, and  strongly  recommended  her  to  apply 
to  the  Society-  of  Dilettanti,  for  their  advice 
as  to  (he  best  method  of  diapowog  of  ihew 
precious  relics,  so  as  to  make  them  most 
available  to  the  purposes  of  science,  the  illus- 
tration of  an  important  period  of  our  history, 
and  tlie  general  "  diffuniou  of  useful  know- 
ledge "  in  these  matters. 

Horry  was  more    fortunate ;   Mrs.  Ayhner 
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was  not  bluCt  nor  at  tlie  moment  p«rt)CuUrly 
enamoured  of  indigo,  liaviiig  hsd  the  bencfli 
if  Mrs.  Sowerby's  conversation  throughout 
the  drive. — She  was  perfectly  ovcrpovrcred, 
poor  soutt  by  the  trctneiidouH  force  of  loarning 
which  bad  bi-cti  brought  to  play  oii  tlie  nib- 
ject  of  the  enciimpment,  aad  Us  collaterals, 
hktorical,  chronological,  aumistnatic,  and  ves- 
teentary ;  and  it  vras  a  great  relief  to  her  to 
Snd  herself  accosted  by  an  individual  whose 
Uiumure  spoke  more  of  Almadc's  tban  of  the 
British  Museum. 

"  You  have  had  an  interesting  drive,  I 
',"  aaid  Calverley,  as  be  aasisted  hei  to 
■light  from  the  ponj-pliaeton. 

"  So  I  an  told,"  answered  she,  with  a  slight 
but  expreMivc  movement  of  the  shoulders, 
"  mail  qtie  vouUt  pousf  je  my  per<ta I — I 
suppose  I  bare  paid  the  penalty  of  ignorance; 
but  while  the  rest  of  the  party  were  in  rap- 
tnrea  at  their  real  or  fancied  discoveries,  1 
could  see  nothing  but  sn   ugly,  barren,  and 
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ditrary  part  of  the  Itcalh,  with  a  few  inequa- 
liticM  of  gruund  that  were  anything  but  pWa- 
sant  to  a  timid  person  tike  me,  in  an  open 
carria^.  I  won  delighted  to  find  inyxdf  on 
the  high  road  again ;  for  Mrs.  Sowerby  wu 
very  nvar  ovcrtuminf;  us  into  a  furze  buib — 
1  have  bad  quite  enough  of  Roman  cncanip- 
ments." 

"  i  am  sure,  so  have  I  loo  I"  ejacubtei) 
Hcneage ;  "  whenever  1  chanced  to  be  in  the 
oeiglibourhood  of  Mrs.  Sowerbj-,  I  thought  I 
waa  listening  to  Ciciar '■  Commentaries." 

"  Does  she  often  favour  you  with  diacu*- 
sions  on  military  matters?"  enquired  Culverluy. 

"  Oh,  LiHxlI  she  talks  of  every  thing]  iliere 
never  was  auch  a  proser.  But  you'tl  htiar  tier 
by  and  by — ten  to  one,  but  afWr  dinner  she 
starts  olf  on  political  economy." 

"  Que  U  Cict  MOM  e»  pri*ertet"  said  Mrs. 
Aylmtrt  "  we  bud  enough  of  that  yosterJay. 
But   tbere   is  tlie    drctaing-beH — Au  reeoir. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


>H  Harry'a  eolrance  into  tlit!  lira  wing- room 
rfiire  dinner,  lie  had  to  undergo  ntiother 
ordeal  of  ceremony,  in  liia  formal  introduction 
l>y  Sir  Hugli  (o  the  uMCinbled  party,  ns  the 
declared  candidate  and  fuiare  member  for 
^Talkingtofl.  The  cxjiected  hero  of  a  polU 
ical  contest,  could  not  fuil  to  be  a  character 
nf  ionic  inttireat,  eii]K>ciaUy  to  the  ladies,  at 
a  period  when  the  general  election  had  act 
every  bmin  at  work,  and  every  tongue  In 
motion,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  parliament 
land   tiie  matiriel  of  wbicb  it  was  likely  to 
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be  composed ;  and  Harry  fooad  himself  the 
object  or  uttentive  curiosity  and  even  defer- 
ence, oil  the  part  oF  his  uncle's  guests,  to  n 
degree  far  beyond  what  at  any  other  time 
he  could  have  expected  to  command. 

The  fair  sex  is  peculiarly  impressioitablt, 
as  the  French  say;  and  Mrs.  Sonerby,  in 
apite  of  her  science  and  philosophy,  and  Mrs. 
Aylmer,  without  any  departure  from  avowed 
principles,  or  any  reference  to  systems  with 
which  she  was  pretty  enough  to  dbpcnsc, 
cane  *  to  the  cooclustOD  aluoct,  an  prtmiei 
coup  d'ceil,  that  so  good-looking  a  peraoo, 
with  so  fine  a  figure,  and  an  air  so  ttUlingui, 
was  decidedly  the  most  eligible  guardian  to 
whom  the  electors  of  Talkinglon  could  eotrusl 
the  custody  of  (lielr  political  rights. 

Lady  Mury  was,  it  is  true,  Utile  impressed 
in  his  favour,  as  the  remembrance  of  early 
fcuda  with  the  mother,  served  to  excite  a 
slight  feeling  of  animosity  towards  the  son;—' 
the  h>3s   of  her  own  infant,   th«  long 
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Ivjibcd-for, — given  only  to  be  snatched  away, 
— wu  too  recetit  to  allow  of  lier  vicning  with 
perfect  cotnpovure,  the  uriritl  of  one  who 
was  destined  to  succeed  to  the  inheritance 
which  shoultl  have  been  Hia.  But  Lu<]j  Mary, 
though  a  fooliib,  vain,  weak  woman,  was  too 

^a|>athetic  for  hatred)  and  too  indolent  for 
active  malignity.  There  is  a  sort  of  philo- 
aopbicul  sclfiGtmess  which  ia  generally  accom- 
panied by  u  certain  degree  of  passira  good- 
oature,  and  pUicnbJIity  of  temper.  Strong 
emotioaa,  whether  of  love  or  hate,  arc  disturb* 
ing  in  their  effects;  and  to  a  |»erson  who 
■pprectatea  the  advantages  of  a  quiet  life,  the 
aaooyance  whleh  tlicy  produce,  is  more  than 
COBUiicosunite  to  the  gratification  resulting 
rfrum  them.  Lady  Mary  had  long  conic  to 
tlie  concluaioa  that  there  i<  little  in  the  feeling 
>f  hostility  that  ctm  compensate  the  Iruuble 
of  hating.  She  had  nearly  forgotten,  and  na 
nearly  furgiveti,  tlie  injuries  which  had  ocea- 
Uoned   her  t/romllvrie   with    Mr*.    Cidverleyi 
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and  if  no  reconciliatioD  had  been  effected 
between  itiem,  it  was  because  none  had  been 
sought  by  the  ofifending  party,  and  Lady 
Mary  made  it  •  point  never  to  put  lierself 
out  of  her  way  for  nnything.  Some  rcnl  and 
a  good  deal  of  imaginary  ill  hcaltlt,  cocn- 
bined  with  n  duo  proportion  of  Uxineu,  luul 
Utterly  withdrawn  her  from  the  more  active 
gaieties  of  the  world,  and  directed  her  views 
of  vanity  and  amuRement,  to  objects  attain- 
able at  a  less  expense  of  locomotion,  and 
more  consistent  with  the  exigmcen  of  a  rale- 
tudinarian. 

To  maintain  a  conspicuous  station  in  the 
bean  tuoHde  waa  matter  of  penional  toil  find 
active  exertion.  She  had  arrived  nt  that 
period  of  life,  or  state  of  digestion,  when 
the  trouble  ceases  to  bo  s  pleasure,  ^\'ilh 
her  advantages  of  rank  and  fortune,  she  knew 
that  she  could  command  socitit/t  in  the  more 
limited  sense  of  the  word,  and  sufBcietit  for 
alt  rational  purposes,  without  stirring   from 
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ber  liouse,  or  scarcely  from  her  bo&  ;  and  alic 
wisely  resigned  her  pretcntionit  «a  an  active 
tuember  of  the  capricious  lej[ulalure  uf  fashion 
-the  insecure  leader  of  a  crowd,  in  the  hope 
becoming  the  centre  uf  a  more  restricted, 
but  more  intetlcctual  circle. 
In  llib  the  •iiccccded  to  o  certnui  e&teni, 
funcyiiig  lier  succeti  to  be  more  decided 
^tluw  it  was  in  reality,  she  »aw  no  reason  to 
ent  the  new  direction  which  >he  had  given 
her  ambition.  So  perfectly  suited  to  ihe 
f.tum  of  her  mind,  and  the  state  of  her  health 
vaa  the  ()ua>i*hterary,  quasi-nctentiflc,  quou- 
politicid  almo«phere  in  which  she  now  lived, 
apregnated  as  it  was  with  juat  sufficient  of 
'  the  odour  of  fashionable  sanctity,  to  rescue 
^mM  from  the  miuiine*a  of  we're  iHteUectitalitm, 
^■tJiat  slie  become,  comparalircly,  indifferent  to 
^■die  changes  which  perplex  the  more  stormy 

N social  climate  in  which  she  had  lately  flourish- 
bdf  and  m  absolute  was  her  philosophical 
tranquillity   on    the    subject,  that    she    would 
VOL.  II.  F 
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bsve  beard  unmoved  the  Biinounccinent  thai 
Mrs.  Calrerley  had  been  elected  n  potroncM 
of  Alinack'fl,—«  dignity  whicb,  in  Latly  Mary^ 
frivolous  and  unenliglitoDCd  days,  had  ap- 
peared  to  her  to  be  tlie  acm^  of  fashioniblc 
diatinclion. 

All  danger  of  rivalry,  in  that  or  any  other 
way,  was  nov,  however,  at  an  end,  at  the  niii 
of  poor  Mrs.  Calvcrley'e  prosperity  had  itink 
far  bciow  the  horison.  She  was  now  an  ob- 
ject rather  of  compassion  than  of  envy ;  and  if. 
u  we  have  said,  a  slight  dt^rce  of  anlmosiiy 
continued  to  linger  in  the  mind  of  Lady  Man 
towards  the  connexion*  of  her  oncc-prosp4-r- 
otis  and  arrogant  sister-in-law,  it  was  soon 
diapelled  hy  the  influence  of  Harry's  prepos- 
sessing ap|)earance  and  engaging  manners. 

The  exemplary  patience  nith  which,  ou  l»' 
introduction  to  her,  he  listened  to  the  detaiU 
of  all  her  real  or  imaginary  aibiicnu,  and  tlir 
devoted  attention  which  he  appeared  to  i>ay  to 
her  [uniinous  erpoti  of  the  homu-oputliic  sy^- 
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ttat,  senrecl  mmeriilly  to  xlter  tlie  biu  of  h«r 
inintl  reapectinf;  liini,  «nd  by  the  time  that 
dinoflr  vu  nnnouDced,  if  alie  bad  Dot  poei- 
tively  Uk<>n  liiiu  into  favour,  she  bad  certninly 
OMMtd  to  regard  him  vith  uny  tiling  Ukc  hos- 
tility. 

"  So,"  said  Mr.  Sowvrby,  »f)cr  bv  bud  euf- 
ticiently  rvluxt^^l  in  bis  giimroiiomic  exrrticms 
to  allow  of  \u*  indulging  at  intcrvalfl  in  a  i>riic- 
tiee  wbi<:lt  afforded  bini  tiearty  as  much  groti- 
Acotion,  that  of  sitying  disagreeAble  ttiiogs; 
'*  M  I  find  you  ore  likely  to  bare  a  rery  Rlwrp 
oonteat  for  the  borough,  Sir  llugh.** 

"  You  arc  misiuformed,  Mr.  Sow«rby,"  an- 
swered Sir  ilugh,  rather  drily  ;  "  my  Dophew 
is  perfectly  sure  of  bis  return." 

"  No  sucli  thing,  my  dear  air,  take  my  word 
for  it ;  and  I  have  too  much  regard  for  your 
interest  not  to  remind  you  that — 

'  It  ii  the  «UTM  of  fooU  to  be  (rcitrr  :*— 


tti«  adverse  party  are  very  active,  and   llicy 
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ire  been  first  in  tbc  field,  which  is  halt' 
ihv  battle. — What  with  the  wilcliery  of  LaJy 
Belvedere's  fRiik«i  and  Belvedere's  inflaencc 
over  the  iDaniir»ctunng  jtart  of  the  borough — 
will  have  devilish   long  odds  to  conteod 

St." 

"  t  bow  to  'your  superior  information,  sir." 
•aid  Sir  Hugh,  nearlj'  boiUng  over,  "  and,  of 
course,  cantwl  pretend  to  put  my  thirty  yean' 
LoowMfe  of  the  borough  in  competiiion  wiili 
yjKix  three  days'  experience  of  its  political  feel- 
ings; but  I  shall  merely  observe,  that  I  will 
undenafce  to  give  you  fifty  guineas  for  every 
frank  that  Lord  Belvedere  will  write  as  men* 
brr  for  Talkinglon,  tn  the  next  parliament'* 

"  L'tnph!  there  is  an  old  proverb  wbkh  I 
ain  loo  polite  to  mention — but  never  mind.  I 
vron't  tale  advanuge  of  you — you  will,  1  am 
atraid,  be  aaAdeatJy  out  of  pocket  aa  it  la. 
A  contested  election  is  an  expensive  amti»- 
ment.'' 

"  What  a  beautiful  woDwn  Lady  Belvetlere 
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I,"  observed  Colonel  Ajbwr i  "  we  met  Iier 
our  riile  to-day." 

"  Yc«,"  said  Sowerby,  chiefly  with  a  new 

of  vcjting  Mrs,  Aylmer,  who  was  a  blonde,  by 

Fapplauding   a   style  of  count«nanco  dtlTiTent 

(Void  hen,  "  that  is  what  I  call  a  h«n<lsomfi 

face — there  ia  every  thing, — form,  character^ 

L  and  expre«*ioD  of  the  highest  class,  with  eyes 

'  and  hair  that  would  not  disgrace  a  Georginn ; 

none    of   your    mawkish,    initipid,    blue-eyed 

beauties,  so  common  tn  this  country,  without 

la   good   feature)  and   nothmg  to   recommend 

them  but  a  complexion,   which,  nine  iXmts 

l-out    of   ten,   ii   manufactured    by  Th^venot, 

,  or  Gattie  and  Pearce." 

We  must  excuse  our  friend  Sowcrby's 
l>tian  prejudices  and  predilections,"  said 
Enntscorthy ;  "  he  has  dwelt  so  long 
amongst  the  lawny  tribes  of  Atrica,  that  he 
aeva  no  beauty  in  any  woman  who  is  not  as 
•warthy  as  an  Ethiop." 
"  I   should    rather   tay."  observed    Lady 
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>fary,  "  that  )fr.  Soverby,  in  his  laborious 
and  invalunbk'  ri'scarchcs,  has  lived  so  much 
among  ihv  dead,  that  hiii  eye  has  lost  iM 
nccuracj  of  judgment  respecting  the  tiring' 

"  Very  possibly,"  rejoined  Enniscorthj : 
"  and  ccrlBialy  our  friend  himself  afford* 
aomo  tcBtimony  in  support  of  his  necrolo* 
gical  habits.  Physically,  ox  well  as  morally, 
we  are  affected  by  the  atmo«iphere  which 
surruumis  a»\  and  after  having  passed  »ucti 
IV  length  of  time  in  the  cataconibs,  it  i*  no 
wonder  tliat  he  should  hare  become  a  tittle 
utHHrm/'fled." 

*'  You  do  me  too  much  honour,"  said  Soi 
erby :  "  but  it  would  be  much  easier  to  con* 
vcrt  tf&u  into  a  mummy  than  mir." 

'*  Why  so  f"  enquired  Lady  Mary. 

"  1  will  prove  it  at  onee,"  said    Sowerby. ' 
"  You  all  know  that  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the    process  of  mumm^eatum   is    the  rs- 
tractiuu  of  the  brain,  through  the  nose;  now 
I  appeal  to  the  company,  whether  Lord  En- 
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incortlty'sembaliner  wouU]  Imvo  much  trouble, 

in  that  port  of  the  operation." 

H     "  A  hit  I  1  do  confeM  it,— «  very  pnlpable 

1iit ! "  cietaiowd  EnnUcorthjr,  joUiing  heartily 

Bin  the  general  laugh  which  bad  bevn  raised 

at  hi*  expense. 

"  A  propos  of  tnummica ;  were  you  preienl  at 

Itlie  unrolling  of  Dantieiti,  in  the  theatre  of 
the  GolU'ge,  last  June  i"  enquired  Scalp. 
"  Nol"  aniiwcrcd  Soworby ;  "I  wa«  pre- 
•enl  when  tlwy  swaddled  him,  and  that  was 
quite  enoogli  for  me. — He  was  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  mine." 

"  Indeed!  then  it  niiHt  have  been  In  a  former 
stateof  existence,  and  you  are  a  living  inatanoe 
of  (he  transmigration  of  aouU,"  said  Scalp; 
"  (he  miiunny  in  question  is  Mcertained,  beyond 
a  doubt,  to  be  two  thouaand  year*  old." 

"  For  yeora,  read  daya,"  said  Sowcrby, 
*'  and  you  may  be  rather  nearer  the  mark ; 
1  tell  you  1  knew  him  personally — be  was  m 
sort  of  scullion  in  the  house  of  the  French 


lOi 


iiAnnr  calverlet. 


Consul  nt  Cairo ;  and  having  died  one  momiog 
of  the  cholera,  his  frieivds  dtMpused  of  him  lo 
AH  Unmet  Budfjcri — the  Turkish  niummj'  ma* 
tiufaclurer,  who  gets  u)!  all  the-ie  ihingx  fi>c  the 
English  market.  Alt  was  8  particular  friend  of 
mine,  nml,  as  a  great  fnvour,  he  allowed  me  to 
witness  the  process  of  embalming,  japamung, 
swathing,  and  so  forth.  JIc  cnrries  on  a 
brisk  trade  in  the  article,  and  humbugs  the 
European  eonotcmti  nt  a  prodigious  rate." 

"  How  provoking  (o  be  so  barbarously  ui^ 
deceived  I "  exclaimed  Mrs.  Aylmer ;  '*  I  have 
been  treasuring  up  n  bit  of  the  cloth  in  whicli 
it  was  wrapped,  ns  a  moat  precious  rvlic  of 
antiquity." 

"  Well,"  snid  Lady  Mary.  "  I  have  the 
Uugh  against  you  then ;  for  with  as  implicit 
B  reliance  on  Ha  authenticity  as  you  can  have 
had,  I  contrived  lo  procure  a  oonsidemWc 
stock  of  this  valuable  nutcrinl,  and  disposed 
of  it  to  very  great  advantage.  My  friend 
!,owl  M coaxed  the  college  out  of  Kveral 
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yardi  of  it,  wbich  he  pre«ente<l  to  mo ;  1  had 

embroidered  ia  silver,  and    made  up  into 

reticules  by  Marsdan,  all  of  which  I  sold  for 

■ten  guineas  s-piece  at  the  fancy  bazaar  for 

Hlhe  bcnf  fit  of  the  Polish  n^fugcu." 

^P    "  I   suHpect  my  friend   Ali   Ilainet    never 

'contemplated  the  possibility  of  his  manufao- 

(uTcs  being  applied  to  such  pious  purposes," 

•aid  Sowerbyt  "  but  had  I  been  ({uite  airart 

of  the  guUibilH^  of  the   London  public,  I 

think  I  abould  have  accepted  a  very  handsome 

offer  he  made  mc.   He  wanted,  right  or  wrong, 

to  make  roe  a  present  of  an  old  bcllowe-pipe, 

undertaking  to  procure  for  mc  the  most  uiide- 

E'lle  tcstimonialn  tliat  tradition  could  supply, 
its  having  been  the  favourite  libia  of 
leny  Aulelet.  lie  sold  it  afterwards  to 
e  diletlante  lordling  or  oilier,  on  hia 
IravcU,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  ts  now  in  the 
Briti^i  Museum." 

I'liat  doyou  say  to  this,  Lord  Eniiiscorthyf 
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asked  Scalp;  "»s  a  family  trustee  of  tbc 
Museum,  I  think  vour  lordship  {a  btnmd  to 
dcrrnd  tliat  august  body  from  the  charge  of 
exctwAn  golBbtlity,  which  Mr.  Sovrerby  hu 
brought  against  them. 

•*  M'hy,  I  beKeYe."  said  Lord  Ennbcorlhy, 
"  the  trustees  have  gone  a  good  way  towardi 
reFutiDg  that  accusation,  by  declining  the  pur- 
chase of  Mr.  Sowcrby's  own  Egyptian  anli- 
quities.  But  the  most  circumspect  of  us  arr 
off  our  guard  sometimes.  By  the  by,  Sower- 
by,  what  hat  become  of  >our  invaluable  co)- 
leclioo  of  copper  deities  l~~j>agods,  I  waa  geiof 
to  call  them:  but  I  believe  tliat  b  an  Imiian 
tenn." 

"  It  would  be  a  very  tnapproprbtte  tern, 
here,  at  all  events i"  said  Scalp;  "  Soweihy's 
gods  are  evidently  not  /Mry-godc, — as  he  can- 
not make  money  of  them." 

'*  I  beg  your  pardon,"  said  Sowerby,  "  I 
have  long  since  turned  them  into  cash.  I 
disposed   of  them    to  my   friend    Pigot,    the 


BARRT  CAt-nSLnt. 


107 


i 


traveller,  who  tinii  hnd  them  all  melted  clonn, 
and  r«-ca*t  inio  a  variety  of  aneiefd  browtes, 
^whicii  be  hu  Bold  for  five  liiindfcd  pounds 
tu  the  Society  of  ADtiquaries,  as  speciroeio' 
of  ontKiiir,  warrantod  to  havo  bucn  dug  out 

iof  llic  plnin  of  Marathon,  and  supposed  to 
are  belonged  to  the  principal  aid-de-eamp 
of  Milttadea.  If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  Scalp, 
the  laet  number  of  llic  '-—  —  Revisw,  con* 
taiMd  a  long  and  very  leamud  dia*ertation  fii 
mpport  of  (lietr  authenticity. " 

I,    "  Really,"  said  Scalp,  "  I  do  not  recolteoti 
^I  am  not,  I  liopc,  answerable  for  all  the  «inf 
(^  that  diRtinguiithet)  periodical." 
"  I  sitould  hope  not,  indeed ;"  aaid  Sowerby ; 
"  for  broad  must  be  the  back,  and  AtlantoMui 
ilw  shoulders,  which  can  sustain  the  vntin- 
weight  of  iu  enormities!" 
^ft     "  Nay."    rejoined    Scalp,   "  we    muat    not 
apply  to  you  for  ita  character.     The  instru- 
ment of  justice  is  seldom  in  high  favour  with 
'  who  are  in  bodilv  tear  of  ila  exercise. 


108 


UARHY    CALTERLBT. 


or  who  have  exiwrienced  its  severity.  It  is 
not  from  a  soldier  snurting  under  th«  nif 
that  we  should  look  for  a  panegyric  on  the 
proTOiit-fnarahsI  i  nor  is  an  industrial  liunted 
by  the  New  Pohcc,  expected  (o  indulge  in 
any  very  pleo-ting  anticipatioiiii  of  the  trcad- 
miU." 

"  Who  were  thoM  people  in  the  carria^ 
witli  Lady  Btlvedorc,  wlien  wc  met  her  to- 
dayt"  enquired  Colonel  Aylmer,  anxious  to 
put  an  end  to  the  wordy  war.  by  directing 
the  conTorsniion  into  a  new  channel.  "  One 
of  them  was  a  remarkably  pretty  woman." 

"  I  do  not  know  who  she  is,"  said  Sowerby, 
"  nor  do  1  wish  to  know.  A  paiated,  affected 
creature! — A  remarkably  good  foil  for  Lady 
Belvedere,  and  that,  I  tuppose,  is  the  reason 
that  wc  see  them  together.  But  the  mnii 
I  do  know,  although  he  seemed  to  forget  me. 
It  was  Colonel  Vesey,  whom  I  knew  when  I 
wflt  at  Madras,  6ve  years  ago,  and  whom 
1  have  good  reaaon  to  remember." 
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Colonel  Vcscj!"  cxclaitned  Calreriey,  u 
K  pang  of  the  mott  acute  description  tiliut 
through  lib  heart,-~while  the  blood  receded 
from  hU  checks.  "  You  nrc  then  actjiiitinled 
with  him,  Mr.  Sowerby  t  Can  you  iiirorm 
me  who  or  vrhat  he  ia?" 

"  Oi)i  by  nil  mcanE,"  aaid  Lord  Ennia- 
corthjr,  "  let  ua  hiivc  tlie  benefit  of  jour  w- 
coll«ctions  on  the  subject.  No  ona  \s  sticJi 
nn  adept  in  the  art  of  disse^tin^  a  rricml; 
«nd  I  am  sure  the  ladies  will  be  grateful 
for  a  little  oriental  scandal." 

"  The  ladies  vfill  be  diitap[H>inl*d,  then,  if 
tliey  expect  anything  ofthe  sort  from  nic;"  nitiil 
Sowerby.  "  I  know  no  ill  of  Colonel  Vesey, 
and  If  I  did,  I  should  be  in  no  pitrticulnr 
hurry  to  enlighten  you  on  the  8iibje<:t.  My 
knowledge   of  him   Is   confined   to  (his: — ho 

wu  military  secretory  lo  General ,  when 

tliat  tyrannical  old  martinet  was  governor  and 
conunander  of  the  forcea; — and  when  Uiat 
paragon  of  administrative  justice, — that  epi- 
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of  aU  the  cirrfiwil  *iftDe«,  tboogfu  pro- 
per (D  icnd  Me  oat  of  the  pKndaaejr,  at 
fbavdul-twvfitj  hawn'  no6er,  for  wtidDg  k 
Sbv  ponpapM  ID  ■  ncwspspcff  coniDCStmg 
ma  faii  poGtksl  proeecding*, — I  bave  rwMH 
lo  k>ow  thkt  VeMy  proteated  lotuUjr  KgrinM 
•ocfa  Kit  tmwwnntabW  act  of  deepodsm,  uid 
nrftrij  rni<Mmr«J  Ui  own  appotntmeiit  by 
tbc  eocrgr  with  which  he  npouMtl  ay  emM.' 

**  It  tstut  have  been  the  trhjinph  of  prin- 
ciple over  Feeling,  then;"  whispervd  Entu«- 
cortbjr  to  oar  hero,  who  wu  eeated  next  to 
bin;  "  for  Vewy  mutt  be  oddly  constituted, 
if  be  did  not  think  our  friend's  departure  • 
good  riddanee.** 

"Ah,  the  bet  is,"  w^  Mn.  Sowerbjr, 
**  poor  Mr.  Sowerbjr'a  ca>e  wma  a  peculiarly 
bard  one;  and  the  tnore  bo,  ob  I  nueh  fear 
be  was  onljr  made  the  scspe-goal  for  aty  ha- 
pnid«ne0.  Those  political  articles  In  the 
Madras  Mercurf  afforded,  I  adinJI,  the  pre- 
text for  his  persecution;   but  1  have  strong 
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ground*  for  believing  tJiat,  tn  potnl  of  fAct, 
the  real  cansc  of  offence  was  aupplic<l  \ty 
BOtne  obscrvalioni  whicli  I  incautiously  inndt: 
in  aociety,  concerning  the  finsncisl  ayatt-m  uf 
the  Company, — and  some  ntthrr  severe  re- 
narki,  which  were  unfortunntely  only  too  ap- 
plicable, on  (he  state  of  the  currency." 

"  Pooh,  pooh!"  aaid  Sowerby,  »er)'  mocti 
annoyed  at  this  attempt  In  rnittch  (he  crown 
of  martyrdnin  from  Im  browit;  "  the  govern- 
ment, bad  08  they  were,  were  not  quite  such 
idiots  sa  that  comex  to.  The  fact  ts,  and 
there  is  no  use  in  denying  it,  those  articles 
in  the  Mercury  hit  them  hard,  and  they  felt 
ft.  But  oa  for  the  conTcr»n(ion  in  your  eate- 
ries, you  might  haTC  gone  on  talking  political 
economy  till  doomsday,  and  nobody  would 
hate  been  the  wbcr." 

"  I  un  Ht>re,"  faid  the  politico-economlc«l 
heroine,  with  a  slight  toss  of  the  liead,  '*  it 
wDutd  be  very  mtiifnctory  to  me,  if  I  could 
think  80.    But  you  murt  excuse  mc,  my  dear 
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Soircrbxr — I  am  far  from  pretending  to  under- 
value  thv  immmsc  importance  of  the  press, — 
that  powerful  engine  of  opinion,  which  Iiai 
nlrendy  produced,  and  will  continue  to  effect, 
»uch  niiglitjr  changes  in  the  nioni  and  phy- 
sical aspect  of  the  world  j — but  the  influence  of 
social  didCUHsioni  altltough  less  conspicuoiuly 
manifested,  U  scaroely  len  real; — and  how- 
ever you  may  sneer  at  the  gossip  of  coteries, 
it  is,  aAer  all,  tlie  rapid  and  oonsunt  inter- 
change of  ideas — the  active  collision  of  mind 
in  conrersation  and  argument,  which  elaborates 
and  develops  in  action,  those  rery  principles 
which  the  pre»«  turn  merely  presented  in  a 
more  tlieoretic  and  philosophical  form  to  the 
consideration  of  thinking  men." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  tirade,  the  inspired 
Mrs.  Sowerby  looked  proudly  around  her, 
with  the  air  of  the  Pythoness  who  hoe  just 
been  delivered  of  an  oracle. 

"  Paha  I"  muttered  her  husband,  in  a  tone 
(if  the  most  ineffable  disdain ;— while  the  rest 
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of  the  company  exchanged  looks  fxprcssire 
of  ■urpridc,  admirAtioiit  or  ridicule,  nccording 
to  their  peculiar  notions  of  eloquence  ami 
philosophy. 

"  Talenicd  crcniure! — superior  woman  t — 
moscuHne  undcrft  tan  ding,"  &c.|  were  re-echoed 
by  Lady  Mary  and  her  assenting  friends, 
Colonel  Ayhner  and  Mr.  Ilcncagc: — the  sub- 
dued exclamation  of  "  humbug  "  escaped  the 
lips  of  Lord  Enn>ecorthy,^and  Mn.  Ayhner 
u  ghiDce  of  such  comic  distrccs,  (owarda 
onr  hero,  tliat  hi«  good  breeding  wa«  severely 
taxed  to  preserve  a  decorous  gravity  of 
Mpvct. 

"  There  is  another  jwint  of  view  in  whieb 
we  may  also  consider  it,  my  dear  ma<lam," 
■aid  Scalp,  with  a  bland  Gmilc  and  a  deferen- 
tial air,  "  and  one  which  will  serve,  I  think, 
to  strengthen  and  illuntrate  your  theory.  The 
effect  of  the  press  upon  the  sentiments  and 
opinions  of  mankind,  dependa,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  indi- 
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vidnl.  It  rtquirti  an  »ct  of  vofitlon  on  lib 
pan  before  the  mtellectiul  hsUery  om  be 
hreoflil  to  bear  »g^iut  his  powers  of  rea- 
fiOQtng.  He  Deed  not  open  thv  book,  or  take 
up  the  pcwpaper,  unless  he  thtnJca  proper 
to  make  htinself  acqoainled  with  their  con- 
tents. But  the  mull  ihol  of  conversation 
oinlb  him  in  circumttaiwc*  which  admit  of 
uo  retieat]  «»]  conviction  may  thua  force 
itself  on  the  miiul,  through  unwilling  ears, 
in  cases  where  it  would  in  vain  leck  admi*- 
Mon  by  the  dd  of  the  press,  through  the 
more  safely  guarded  channel  which  the  urgan 
of  sight  supptiea ; — and  I  am  quile  prepared 
to  admit  with  you,  that  however  infltienti«l 
may  be  the  pen  of  man,  acting  upon  public 
opinion  through  the  agency  uf  what  an  ultra- 
tory  would  denominate  the  infernai  machinery 
uf  the  press,  and  seconded  by  whole  legions 
of  printer's  deviU, — the  lotigue  of  woaiati  is, 
at  times,  a  more  formidable  instrument — mure 
inevitable  In  its  appronclies — more  resistless  in 
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its  volubility,  nn<l  more  paralysing  in  ita 
effectt." 
f  "  If  it  be  $0,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Sowtrby,  ap- 
propriating with  avidity  the  small  pro]>ortion 
of  complimt-nt  in  S«lp'»  remark,  and  in  her 
eagerness  fur  display,  happily  unconscioai,  or 

tpriMly  rcganllesH  of  the  urcasm  which  it  wta 
Intended  to  conrey,— '*  if  it  be  so,  il  U  bceanao 
tfie  march  of  mmd, — the  progressive  advance- 
(ent  of  ibc  human  intellect, — tlie  increasing 
ffllsion  of  philosophical  light,  have  at  length 
aigned  to  the  female  character  a  station 
more  elevated  in  the  scale  of  hmnanity,  and 
fanctions  more  worthy  of  lho«c  moral  and  in- 
tellectiul  powers,  which  tyranny  and  prejn- 
^Blice,  unauthorized  by  nature  or  philo«opby, 
^^nd  long  sought  to  brand  with  the  stigma  of 
a  degrndinf!  inferiority.  It  is  becauw  our 
sex,  roused  at  length  to  a  scnte  of  their  hn- 
inlNating  condition,  have  ventured  to  onert 
their  claim  to  that  equality  of  mind  whieh 
will,  ere  long,  entitle  ihem  to  becon*e  active 
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BB  &e  gml  work  ef 
becaow  the  vaonopcAj  of 
M  bng  cmndend  m  the  pre»cnp- 
the  right  of  tbe  *  lotdi  of  the  erotioR,' 
jidUtof .  Ske  other  venmble 
to  ibB  wynwliDg  opirit  of  the 
■ad  the  betidoag  notiofii,  which  ntp- 
eex  in  their  Uaatd  elcvitin, 
an  fifiiffy  vamhiag  before  the  light  of  rea- 
«aB,  ■•  iha  wBxea  wingi  of  Icarus  nelted 
o«   ^   too   Dear  approach    lo    the   orb  of 

"  Brata  f  tay  dear  Mrs.  Sowerb)',"  taid 
Scalp.  "  Bat  jvo  might  have  made  tlut  tul 
of  jmirs  a  little  Btrooger ;  the  •»• 
'  n  CTCn  tlill  closer  than  }ou  have  repr^ 
aated  il :  (or,  after  alJ,  it  is  only  the  differ- 
ence between  pancM  and  o-piMoiu." 

"  31;  dear  Mr.  Scalp,"  said  Lady  Alary, 
laoghing,  "  what  a  horrid  person  you  are ! — to 
intemipt  the  current  of  our  ideas,  on  so  inters 
eating  a  topic  too — with  a  pun  E  at  once  de- 
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hiindsDmo  and  courteous  an  anuigoniftt,  "  th( 
tt]urit  of  cliivalry!  lltiitvcn  forbid  thai  »Bj 
thbg  itiould  rcniuiu  to  us  of  Uiosc  barbaroiu 
times,  wlieti  men  endeavoured,  by  trilling  kikI 
senaclcn  ccreraontea  of  respect,  to  iitono  to 
our  i«x  for  the  miserable  thraldom  in  vliidi 
tbey  were  really  detained,— cajolii^  us  into 
submission  by  the  toys  and  gevrgaws  of  oat- 
ward  observance,  as  a  child  is  coaxed  into 
obedience  by  sugar-plums! — No,  airl — tite 
spirit  of  the  age  " — 

"  'i'he  spirit  of  the  age!"  interrupted  Sov> 
crby,  losing  all  piatience  at  being  so  long 
deprived  of  the  prerogative  of  speech  by  llie 
redundant  eloquence  of  his  wife,  "  the  spirit 
of  humbug, — of  cant,— of  tvraddic  !  and  as  for 
tlie  age  of  chivalry, — wliich,  by  the  by,  was 
little  bettor  than  an  age  of  higlmay  robbery 
and  pickiKtckct-ism, — I  think  the  women  vvic 
very  Itwky  in  those  days  to  be  coaxed  tolo 
obedience;  for,  in  spite  of  the  march  of  mind, 
and  the  spirit  of  intellectual  ecjuidity,  they  are 
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and  will  oonUnue  to  be,  obliged  to  obe;r 
ui,  without  any  conxing  at  kU.  And  a  plea- 
Mnt  world  wc  should  bare  of  it,  to  be  sure, 
if  matters  were  oti  a  different  footing!" 

"  It  a  ceruialy  no  easy  task,"  8ai<l  SnI]), 
*'  to  maintain  the  balance  of  |>owcr  between  hiLa> 
band  nnd  wife  i — but,  perhaps,  Mrs.  Sowerby, 
by  way  of  securing  a  casting  vote  in  the  do- 
amtlc  aMombly,  would  be  dinpoftrd  to  allow 
ua  llic  indulgence  of  a  suppknuntai  spouse. 
Wit!)  mcli  oddR  in  tbeir  favour,  the  ladies 
would  be  aurc  to  carry  the  day." 

"  My  dear  sir,"  said  Lady  Mary,  "  you 
sadly  misuoderatand  my  gifted  frien<l, — (doto 
he  not,  love  ?)— in  suppoung  bcr  to  advocate 
ao  e>qualixalion  of  niDtrimoni:il  autliurtty,  in 
the  vulgar  concerns  and  trivial  occurrences  of 
erery-day  life.  It  is  the  intellectual  aubjec- 
ttoti  of  whicli  she  complains; — the  menUl, 
and  not  the  physical  reslrniut  which  she  is 
desirous  to  abolish. — la  it  not  so,  deart" 

"  Undoubtedly,  dearest  Lady  Mary,"  said 
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ibe  «muoD ;  "  my  words,  I  am  eure,  vtill  bear 
DO  other  candid  interpretatJooj — but  it  U  onl; 
■n  additional  |>roof  or  that  spirit  of  injustice 
towards  our  wx,  vliich  I  may  fKirly  charac- 
terise as  a  remains  of  barbarisro,  that  gentle- 
en  should  pcn-ersel;  conslrue  the  claim  wr 
Ivancc  to  intellectual  e<|»Hltty,  as  an  attack 
on  thiit  political  ami  Kocial  supremacy,  wiiich 
is  the  natural  re.^ult  of  their  physical,  ami  not 
llwir  mental  superiority.  What  we  require  is, 
tliat  they  itliould  allow  lu:  the  privilege  of 
thinking  and  reasoning. — We  may  aid  then 
by  our  judgment  and  advice ; — hut  it  matt 
still  be  lhcir«  to  decide,  en  dernier  reuori, 
and  act  upon  their  dedsioji." 

This  moat  parliamentary  explanation, — iho 
«piril  of  which  was  perhaps  suggested  by  the 
cue  which  she  had  receired  from  Lady  Mary, 
rather  than  by  her  own  internal  conviction, 
ntet  with  very  general  applause. 

"  I  am  delighted,"  said  Lord  Enniscortliy, 
"  to  hear  Jlrs.  Sowerby  qualify  her  theory, 
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aa  to  remove  from  it  every  thing  which  we 
miglu  be  disposed  to  conetder  objectionable; 
fur  hnving,  in  the  Kimplicity  of  my  hesrt, 
r«)Ien  into  the  miiiapprehemion  of  which  she 
eompliiins,  ita  an  lurt  of  injustice,  I  wu  about 
to  |i)ead,  in  favour  of  our  sex,  for  an  cxtctuEon 

us  of  some  of  the  privileges  hitherto  cxchi- 
ively  appertaining  to  the  ladies,  in  exchange 
(or  thu*e  rights,  from  the  exercise  of  which 
■lie  appeared  anxioiiR  to  relieve  us.  For  ex- 
ample, I  meant  to  stiggrtit,  that  in  the  new 
order  of  things,  the  ladies  should  undertalce 
to  do  a  little  of  the  fighting  for  us ; — tliiit  we 
should  be  at  liberty  to  loll  at  our  ease  on 
and  in  britskas,  while  Iheif  tthould  be 
more  nctivcly  employed  in  the  acquisition  of 
money,  by  the  performance  of  otir  various 
pvofenional  dtitiea,  or  in  scttlmg  (he  affiura 
of  the  slate  in  citlier  houw  of  I'lirltainent. 
They  might  also,  I  thought,  concede  to  u« 
the  front  seats  in  an  operarbox, — the  back 
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•*-Wf — tbe  CUT  chair  and  foot- 
tbr  firt,  ftc.,— «&d,  for  my  o«ni  part, 
I  bad  abMM  began  to  debate  with  tn^Mlf, 
horn  Cir.  eOMfainUjr  with  the  nrw  philosophy, 
I  ibMU  incur  tbe  charge  of  indelicacy  or 
impraprirt;,  b;  venturing  benceforward  to 
walk  down  Regent  Street  to  my  club,  without 
the  protection  of  a  tirapping  »erT>flt-ni3id 
bdund  me,  with  a  red  plush  petticoat,  and  a 
gold  beaded  cane." 

**  I  am  sure,"  said  Lady  Mary,  "  as  far  as 
a  most  IniuriouJ  addiction  to  easy-chairs,  air> 
cushions,  and  lounging  sofas — you  are  already, 
my  dear  Enniscorthy,  in  possession  of  all  the 
advantages  which  you  conlemptnle  in  the  new 
arrangement  of  things.  But  Airs.  Sowerby. 
love,  lest  wo  should  be  suspected  of  a  wish 
to  nnlicipate  the  arrival  of  tlic  period  which 
these  gentlemen  maliciously  repre«ent  as  our 
mUienuitttH,  I  move  that  we  convince  them  of 
our  wilHngne»s  to  leave  titcin,  at    least,  in 
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'  undisturbecl  poNsrasion  of  their  convivial  pre- 
rogatives, by  iidjourning  to  Uie  library.  In 
spite  of  (lietr  uneers,  may  the  lUy  be  far 
dittant  when  it  will  be  their  turn  to  tutnmon 
to  coffee]" 
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Tub  ^my  of  our  hero's  arrival  at  Calrcrlvy 
Hall  liHtl  been  one  to  fult  of  vxrious,  novel, 
nnd  unexpected  exoitemenl,  that,  on  awaking 
tlie  next  morning,  he  Itad  some  difficulty  m 
arrangfng  hia  scattered  ideas,  so  aa  to  be 
)>erfectly  sentible  of  bis  locality.  He  fett 
wmeiflint  like  Abon  lla&son,  astounded  by 
Ids  i^uddcn  transformation  into  tfie  Caliph 
Hnroun  Al  Raschid,  iind  would  have  gladly 
called  in  tlio  nuKiKlance  of  the  little  black  slave, 
who  convinced  tlie  worthy  Bagdad  merchant 
of  \m  identity,  by  biting  the  lip  of  his  ear* 
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T)te  tudden  alteration  of  his  uncle's  eenti- 
menu  towards  him, — liiit  gracious  n-ccption  by 
Lftdy  Klnry, — liis  approaching  return  for  tlie 
borougl),  und  his  re-insialnicnt,  as  it  were, 
in  nil  the  rights  of  a  favoured  lieir-presutnp- 
Klive,  were  all  subject  of  separate  and  collective 
amoxeiucnt,  which  he  was  very  much  at  a  loss 
to  explain,  and   bad   still    sofoe   difficulty  in 

■considering  as  matter  of  facl. 
Yet,  alter  all,  there  was  nothing  very  mys- 
terious in  the  whole    transaction.      We   all 
know : 

"  What  ^TMI  ert'Oti  from  trilling  cause*  *ptii)g.~ 

I  SO  happened,  that  Sir  Hugh's  fumiljr  pride 
— the  predominant  feature  of  tiU  mind — having 
delcrmined   him,  at  all  hazards,  to  return  a 

'alverley  for  hU  once  hereditary  borough, 
■very  other  consideration  naturally  gave  way 
to  the  anxiety  he  fell  for  the  attainment  of 
that  object. 

*    Having  so   far    overcome    any   remains  of 
former  ill-blood — which,  indeed,  the  sudden 
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ilciitli  of  Ilis  brother  had  nnturaJly  t«n<led  to 
remove — m  to  make  deculcd  orcrlurcs  to  hit 
iicphcvr,  Sir  Hugh  felt  that  he  had  conceded 
the  whole  iirindple,  nnd  at  otKC  resolved  thu 
tlic  reooncilintion  should,  on  hin  part,  be  m 
cordikl  and  complete,  as  the  previous  eatmnge- 
nient  had  been  nbmrd  and  irrational. 

The  appe«rance  and  dcportroenl  of  our 
hero,  in  his  first  interview  with  his  uncle,  were 
very  well  caU'ulated  to  strengthen  Sir  I  tugb's 
determination  on  the  subject,  na  the  baronet 
bad  good  taste,  good  feeling,  and,  above  all, 
dignity  of  charvcter  siifRdent  to  appTveiatc 
the  d^rec  of  re»crve,  and  the  independence 
of  tone,  which  Harry  bad  maintained  cm  that 
occasion. 

But  there  were  other  circumslanccii  con- 
nected  witli  liis  prcacnt  position,  for  which 
Harry  had  been  even  still  (ess  prepared,  and 
which  increased,  in  no  saaaJI  degree,  the 
catalogue  of  hfs  perplexities.  He  bad  not 
been  prepared  to  And  Lady  Belvedere  a  con- 
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spicuoUH  {Mtrtixan  or  liio  opiwncnt,  and  actively 
engaged  in  liis  canrass  j  atjll  less  could  he 
haTO  aiit)ci|>aled  that  the  mysteriouM  Colnnel 
Veaey,  who«e  sudden  iolimacy  vith  Iter  had 
alrcndy  excited  eo  mueh  jealous  conjecture  in 
bia  mind,  ahould  have  progroited  ro  far  in 
her  good  grace*,  a>  to  be  regularly  cstabltslied 
aa  one  of  ber  guexta  at  Uelvedcrc  Abbey. 
Altboagb  seriously  annoyed  ut  the  part  she 
HAS  about  to  uke  in  tlte  election,  Hurry  could 
t  be  said  to  Tecl  abHwbitely  jealous  of  Lord 
Belvedere,  for  whom  be  lud  good  reason  lo 
believe  that  she  felt  no  pariicuW  partiality ) 
although  bis  chivalrous  interference  in  defence 
of  ber  character,  bad  invested  him  with  a 
cUin  on  her  good  ollices,  which  common  gra- 
titude would  not  fail  to  urge  on  the  present 
oceaaioR.  But  Colonel  Vescy!  what  could 
brbg  kirn  there  1  What  claim  could  he  Iwve 
apo«i  her  attentions;  or  how  could  she  have 
been  induced  to  extend  her  hospitality  to  htm 
at  sueb  a  moment?   It  was  very  exiruordinaryl 
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SO  much  older  tlian  the  lovely  widow, 
teemed  liighly  improbable  that  tihe  ahotild 
view  him  with  any  particular  favour.  To  be 
sure,  a  man  of  fiv<sBtid<forIy,  especially  if  be 
have  rank  and  fortune.  U  not  positively  loo 
old  for  any  woman  ;^but  Lady  Belvedere 
had  married  one  elderly  nutn  already,  and 
there  are  very  few  ladies  so  drcuinstanced, 
by  whom.  Sir  John  Denbatn's  dying  re<]ueat 
to  liii  wife,  would  not  be  looked  upon  «i  a 
very  euperfluouH  injunction. 

However,  upon  all  subjects,  where  so  little 
is  ponlivcly  known,  conjecture  is  unprofit- 
able, 

"And  tkinkisg  biit  a  umIcw  WM(e  of  diouglil." 

So  Harry  dctennincd,  tike  •  Commtltec  of  (he 
Hottfc  of  Lords,  to  postpone  his  deciuon, 
until  such  time  as  fsrtlier  evidence  cmdd  be 
procured,  and  joined  the  breakfast  parly  with 
a  Mrene  aspect,  and  an  appetite  more  in  ac- 
Icordance  with  hia  hopes  tlian  his  fears. 

igh   Sir   Hugh   did    not    entertain   a 
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doubt  as  to  lliv  Kucceisfiil  nxult  of  tint  cod- 
test,  he  (Iccmi'tl  it  adviiuible  tliat  tlie  t>cw  can- 
(lidiitc  kIioiiM  exhibit  a  dccorotii  regard  (or 
(lie  honorary  i»dc|)cn<1ence  ot  the  electors,  bj 
going  tlirough  the  usuni  forui  of  a  canvast] 
iind  as  tlie  nomination  waa  fixed  for  the  next 
(lay,  it  was  necessarjr   for  liim  to  take  the 
field   aa  early  as  posaible.      Aceortlingly  hftj 
■el  out   immedialcly  al^cr    brenkfastf  accom- 
panied by  Sir  Hugh's  solicitor,  as  electioneer* 
inf;    chenme   snd    legal    adriscr,    and    Mr. 
Heneiigc,  m  volunteer  aitachi  to    the   can* . 
vass ;    tfao  latter  gcntloiiian  having  taken  a  ] 
great  fancy  to  our  hero,  irh<>Kc  general  air, 
manner,  and  style  of  dreM  were  such  as  to 
win  the  applause  of  nil  ju^-enile  atj/irant  to 
social  distinction,  who    had    been    fortunate^ 
enough  to  acquire  correct  notions  and  prio* 
dples  OR  these  most  important  points. 

We  do  not  propose  (o  follow  Harry  through 
the  tedious  operations  of  the  morning; — to  enu- 
merate all  the  fat  women  he  was  obliged  lo 
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ogle^aml  all  tlic  brawny  hands  he  wud  fuiu 
to  shake.  Fortunately  for  him,  he  cou1<l  aHbril 
to  confine  htoiscir  to  general  expmsioiu  of 
patriotUm,  iinJ  indefinite  protestations  of  at- 
tachnieni  to  the  principles  of  rrendom.  The 
electors  of  Tulkington  were  still  so  far  behind 
their  age  in  politics,  that  no  idea  of  dialinet 
fdedgea  had  yet  entered  their  unsophisticated 
minds.  In  apiio  of  the  excitement  vrliich  the 
iltKUSsioR  of  the  Reform  Bill  had  nalumlly 
produced  m  the  borouj^b,  the  "  march  of  in- 
tcUect"  had  not  been  sufficiently  rapid  antongtt 
its  worthy  denizens,  to  hurry  them  as  far  in 
their  political  aspirations,  as  the  majority  of 
their  brother  electors  throughout  the  kmgdom. 
The  manufacturing  interest,  indeed,  which 
might  include  about  a  third  of  the  cuusli- 
tuency,  was  gradually  yielding  to  discontent, 
in  consequence  of  ifae  falling  off  in  the  demand 
for  the  chief  product  of  their  industry  ;  and 
although  by  tlie  uninitiated,  this  cireumstance 
might  naturally  be  attributed  to  the  caprice  of 
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fashion,  which  displays  tU  taslc  in  the  selection 
of  silks,  linens,  or  coltotu,  without  any  particu- 
lar reference  to  constitutional  prtncijiles,  the 
philosophers  of  the  party  would  no  doubt  have 
succeeded  in  tracing  the  tnyttcrious  coDDcxion 
thot  cxl«l»  between  the  restoration  of  a  dc- 
dining  branch  of  trade,  and  the  establiuhtncDt 
of  anntuil  parUainents,  universal  sudrage,  and 
vote  by  ballot,  had  not  the  Belvedere  in- 
fluence, which,  as  wc  Iuitc  already  stated,  was 
paramount  among  the  msnufncturcrs,  served 
to  counlerbalanco  the  natural  tendency  of 
their  minds,  and  keep  the  revulutionar)  spirit 
in  check. 

In  Mr.  Salmon,  the  principid  fishmonger  of 
the  town,  who  received  him  with  great  cottr- 
tc^%  Harry  had  the  ploxurc  to  recognise  lii< 
fellow-traveller  of  the  preceding  day  ;  and 
that  worthy  i>erson,  anxiouK  to  obliterate  from 
the  mind  of  the  new  candidate,  all  doubts 
respecting  his  loyalty  to  the  liuusc  of  Caher- 
lejr,  whidi  Lv  might  have  entertained  in  con- 
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tequenoe  of  A(r.  Snlmon's  unceretnonious 
r«inark«  on  Sir  Hugh's  political  conduct. 
begged  w  a  particular  Tavour,  that  hU  name 
might  be  added  (o  the  committee,  which  had 
slartfd  most  miraculously  into  existence,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  election  of  our 
hero:  a  request  which  was  of  course  gra- 
ciously  conceded. 

Thv  business  of  the  morning  went  off  most 
•atisfactorily ;  and  having  made  the  requisite 
round  of  visits,  with  every  prospect  of  luoccnr 
t^larry  was  cantering  liomeirarda  in  bigb 
epirilB,  accompanied  by  his  electioneering 
"staflT,"  when,  as  they  passcl  the  VarV  cn- 
traiM«  of  beWiMJerc  Abbey,  a  low  phaeloii, 
drawn  by  two  beautiful  while  ponies,  and 
driven  by  a  lady,  issued  from  tlie  gates,  and 
our  hero  suddenly  found  iiimsclf  confronted 
with  the  lovely  viscountess  and  her  vivaciuti* 
friend  Miu  Caryl. 

Polities,  party,  and  parliament,  were  all  for- 
gotten.    With  one  bound  of  his  horw:,  Harry 
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wu  by  the  side  of  tbe  pony-chaise,  and  Lady 
Belvedere,  checkuig  her  mtlk-wbite  steed*, 
and  blushing  us  becomingly  sa  possible,  hehl 
out  her  hand  to  hiin. 

"  I  ant  almost  ashamed  to  see  you,"  MJd 
Harry.  "  Can  you  forgive  me  for  coming  for- 
ward  as  the  opponent  of  ^our  candidate?" 

"  Oh,"  answered  she,  laughing,  "  there  i> 
no  apology  necessary  [  or  perhaps  /  ought  lo 
apologize  to  you.  But  I  must  siiy  that  I  never 
heard  of  your  intention  to  start  for  thi;  borough 
until  this  morning." 

"  Nor  had  I  the  slightest  idea,  until  yester- 
day, 1  can  ino»t  solemnly  nissure  you,"  suid 
Harry,  "  that  you  were  En  any  degree  inter- 
ested in  tbe  result  of  tlie  content.  In  fact, 
I  <lid  not  know  ihAt  you  were  at  the  abbey." 

"  Well,  well,"  said  ahe,  "  we  will  be  gene- 
rous enemies.  Zeal  for  llic  honour  of  our 
respective  families,  must  serve  as  our  motto 
and  excuse.  But  I  promise  not  to  quarrel 
wiib  you,  if  you  succeed.     Being  here,  you 
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know,  I  couU   not  refuse  to  canvass  for  mjr 
gallant  couitn,  who  has  bo  rocendy  brolcvn 
lance  in  my  cause." 

"  Would  he  hod  broken  hUneckl"  thought 

CalveHcy.     "  Thnt  assurance  of  pardon,"  said 

B,  "  is  more  gratirytng  to  me  itinii  nil  the 

litorin)  honours  which  the  constituency  uf 

Talkiiiglon  can  bestow.     I  had  hoped  a.»  much 

I — for,  after  all,  Lord  Belvedere  is  not  ' le pire 

•  Oe  Chimine.'" 

"  No,  nor  her  husband  cither,"  giggled  .Miss 
Caryl,  who  had  some  litlU  penetration,  and  not 
,  n  litllc  malice,  in  tlic  French  tense  of  the  word : 
"  Hut  il  ia  rather  too  bad  of  you  to  iranafurtn 
yourself  into  the  Cid  at  ituch  n  moment,  Cap* 
lain  Calverley.  For  uiy  part,  I  think  you  are 
a  shocking  )>er8on,  to  oppose  poor  dear  Lord 
Beh'cdere's  election,  when  wc  thought  wc  had 
I H  all  our  own  way  so  nicely.  By  the  by, 
what  art  your  colours?  Ouni  are  blue  nnd 
■ilver." 

Really,  that  \%  mure  than  I  cnn  tell  you," 
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sftitl  Harrys  "1  believe  Lady  Mary  and  t*er 
fricntla  were  about  to  form  themselTea  into  a 
committee  of  taste  on  the  sub}ect,  wbm  I 
started  ilits  morning  on  my  cnnTass." 

"  Do  you  tliink  you  have  «  good  clwnoe!" 
emjuire^l  Lady  lielvedere,  with  a  slight  degree 
of  eagerness  that  spoke  more  of  hope  than  fear. 
"  But,  perhaps,"  added  ehe,  "  tijnt  U  an  indis- 
creet question  ? " 

"  Lady  Belvedere  can  propo««  no  (|uestion 
that  I  could  decline  to  nnswer,"  replied  Harry. 
*'  I  hiive  only  lo  wiy,  that  were  it  not  for  j-our 
opposition,  I  sliould  he  sanguine.  But  when 
the  cauae  of  my  adversary  can  hoast  of  such 
support " 

"  I  we  how  it  i«i"  interrupted  she  j  "  you 
are  perfectly  secure  of  your  n-turn." 

"  If  you  say  so,  1  accept  it  as  an  ouien,**  uid 
he.  "  But  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the 
contest,  I  trust  I  may  be  perniitled  to  pay  my 
respects  to  you  »t  the  abbey." 

"Oh,  certainly!"    said    I.ndy   BeUcder*; 
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"  the  election  once  over,  1  have  done  with 
l^oliticJil  feuds.  But  for  the  present,  you  know, 
wc  ore  mortal  foen.  So  I  muKt  wisU  you  goo<1 
morning :  otherwise  your  friends  will  be  utispi. 
cious  of  our  long  conference,  nnd  imagine  that 
}ou  are  betruying  titcm  to  the  enemy." 

So  saying,  with  a  frii-n<lly  bow,  «h«  drove 
oa  I  and  Harry,  looking  rather  foolish,  rejoined 
hit  party.  Uul  tliey  Iiad  not  proceeded  far, 
when  the  out-rider,  who  followed  Lady  Bel- 
vedere's plineton,  wtis  heard  galloping  very 
fast  behind  them ;  and  ridiiig  up  to  our  hero, 
bo  MJd: 

"  Her  ladyship  wtahcs  to  speak  to  you,  sir.*' 

Harry  clapped  spurs  to  hia  horse,  and  in  one 
moment  was  again  "alongside"  of  the  phaeton. 

"  Ob,  Captain  CaKerley,"  said  Lady  Belve- 
dere, with  some  ap|>earance  of  embarrassment, 
"  I  beg  your  pardon  for  calling  you  back ;  but 

I  just  wanted  to  mention you  and  Lord 

Belvedere  are  not,  I  am  afraidi  on  very  cordial 
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tenns."  (She  bluehcd  deeply  as  she  tpoke.) 
"  You  nrc  now  nbout  tu  encounter  each  other 
u  politicAl  opponents.  I  do  not  know  how  far 
I  lun  authorized  to  give  a  caution  on  such  a 
subject;  but  wben  you  meet  on  the  hustinga — 
I  trust — I  hope — that  electioneering  opposition 
will  not  be  made  (he  pretext  for  personal  di»- 
igrccmcnt.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  promise  me, 
that,  a«  far  as  you  arc  concerned,  (here  gball 
be  no  danger  of  any  euch  contingency.  I  ask 
it  as  a  favour — for  your  own  sake — for  mine 
also,"  added  she,  in  a  much  tower  tone,  so  as 
to  be  inaudible  to  Miss  Caryt. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  Lady  Belvedere') 
caution  might  be  interpreted  oa  proceeding 
from  anxiety  for  l)te  aafecy  of  liis  lordship. 
(|uit«  as  much  lu  for  that  of  our  hero.  Uut 
although  Marry  was  not  remarkable  for  vanity, 
there  were  certain  slight  indications  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  her  ladyship,  during  this  short 
Interview,  which  prompted    hiin    secretly   to 
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monopolize  the  compliment,  snd  his  lieart  bes( 
with  no  unplcming  emotion,  as  be  answered, 
H-illi  wcll'teigned  calmness : 

**  Your  wishes  will  always  be  comman<l!t  to 
me :  but,  in  the  present  instance,  I  can  amire 
you  that  j^ur  apprehenaions  are  {^iindlew. 
]  feel  no  jHTsonal  hoatilily  towards  Lord  B«l- 
redere,  nor  do  I  imagine  that  he  entertains  any 
kuch  ft-elings  with  reg»r>l  to  nic.  You  may, 
however,  rest  peH'vclly  satisfied,  that,  if  tlic 
ttrictest  care  on  my  part,  to  avoid  the  use  of 
irritating  (nnguage,  can  avert  tlifi  unpleasant 
consequences  which  you  tliink  likely  to  reitnU 
from  our  cont««t,  the  victory,  on  whichever 
aide  il  may  be,  shall  ti«  bloodless.  I  will  take 
every  weans,  consistent  with  my  honour,  lo 
i  avoid  a  broHtUcrie," 

"Oh,  pray  do,  now!  Captain  Calvcrley," 
iiiterpowd  Misi  C'arjl,  "  because,  if  cither  of 
you  were  lo  be  ahot,  it  would  lie  so  shock- 
ing! To  be  sure,  mamma  say »,  that  in  Ire- 
land, in  her  Itme  (mnnima  was  n  FitXfjcrald, 


to  go 
«r  tvD  to  ealmn 


-  M«  Jnr  Jrfi!*  i  iiliTii  1 1  1^7  Bdrc- 
krr;  *  h«w  tarn  yam  ^fc  of  ncfa  htrbwtwt 
■B  oi  ftwsaiaei!    Yoa  vffl  dmroj  d) 

*  I  ^  akiy  ymm  MT^h^  »*  Kill  ;ntl^ 
1^  C^^  liiiiTnl  fiiMiirifciiiii  I  h»n 
fiiBiiil— ewBghcLortBclwJgtr.  tflcut 

dMH  AM  *>  liripUii^  or  tbc  electiaa  aboaU 
W  CMMdad  ad  MHoaeil  bf  •  Bttle  guo- 
■*(  I  mhI  ■■tc  nBo  piMiBK  Id  fi^itnf 
'  bod;  dK.  trbam  ahe  nay  Uiitik  proper  to 
1  ••  ■  ftt  olject  for  such  poUte  al- 


**  Ok.  ^OQ  mrtm  ^*t*M*-»g  percon !  Goawmjrt 
dot  1  wiO  have  nothing  aioni  to  say  to  yoa. 
iT  >oa  in  m  sucMtie.*'  aiuwnvfl  the  liTcly 
JoIm.     **  Cone,  m;  deu  Lady  Elel,  we  nuut 


Teftlljr  not   bold   any    longer   parley  witb    the 

I  enemy." 

"  A  Vhottneur,  Metdamet,"  said  CaWerley, 

las  he  rodv  off  and  rvjoined  his  p<u1y,  who  were 
not  a  Utile  piizzled  to  divitw  the  nature  of  the 

Icotntnunicalion  that  had  been  going  on  between 
the  rival  factionB.  But  Harry  was  not  rery 
wlicitous  to  cnhghtcn  tbcm  on  the  subject  i 
and  as  the  dcRfee  of  tntinwcy  that  subsisted 
between  his  companions  ami  bimsclfi  did  not 
authorise  any  direct  enquiry  on  tlietr  part, 
tbey  were  obliged  to  restrain  their  curiosity  as 
best  they  nii^ht. 
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It  may  here,  perhaps,  he  not  nniijM  to  explain 
to  lite  reader,  the  exact  atate  of  tilings  at  Bel- 
vedere Ahbey,  eonceming  which  he  n»y  pon- 
dibly  feel  wine  curiosity.  For  thia  purpose,  it 
will  be  nece«sitry  for  our  narrnlive  to  retrace  iu 
8l«p«  n  little;  and  wc  must  go  back  to  the 
period  of  that  interview  between  our  heroine 
and  Colonel  \'e3«y,  the  roost  iin]tort«iit  iMirti- 
culars  of  which,  wo  deemed  it  expedient  to 
withhold  for  a  lime. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Mrs.  NorcKfie 
hnd  also  been  kept  completely  in  the  dark,  >» 
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to  tbc  roault  of  that  conference  i  but  although 
the  spirit  of  inrei' ligation  liad  been  somcnhut 
uofiiirly  routed  ^vithin  her,  b;  a  apeciea  (^ 
dtm-cot^dcnce,  before,  in  point  of  fact,  there 
WM  anything  to  confide, — she  had  too  implicit 
K  reliance  or  the  good  aenae  of  Lady  Belre- 
dere,  to  doubt  for  a  moment  that  there  was  a 
eubetaoHal  cause  for  hcrisilencc;  and  ahlioiigh, 
under  the  circumEKtuicen,  it  was  impos»iblc  not 
to  feel  curious,  bIic  discreetly  forbore  to  be 
ioquifiitivo.  She  was,  bowcrcr,  rather  startled 
to  hear  tliat  the  colonel's  communication  waa 
of  so  important  a  nature,  aa  to  make  it  neces- 
saryt  for  ita  satiafactory  developtnem,  that 
Lady  Belvedere  should  give  him  on  invitation 
to  ilie  abbey ; — and  she  ventured  to  remonstrate 
in  ktrong  lenns  against  what  she  conceived  (o 
be  a  gratuitous  and  rather  reprehensible  cx- 
tenaiotf  of  tlie  duties  of  hospitaJity.  But  our 
heroine  t|uieted  her  alarm  on  the  subject,  by 
assuring  her  that  the  contcmpUtcd  vis' 
lot  Ukely  to  extend  beyond  a  few  hours, 
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i(  was,  moreover,  cotitingenl  on  her  obtaining 
such  proofis  of  tbe  colonel's  respectAbility,  a* 
might  enable  her  to  feel  perfectly  secure  in 
receiving  him  under  her  roof;  and,  finally,  tb.il 
•he  relieil  upon  Mrs.  NorclifTc-'s  friendship,  to 
remove  nU  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  n 
proceeding,  by  aflTordiug  to  her  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  her  prcxcnc*.',  (luring  Lul) 
Belvedere's  autumnBl  visit  tu  t]ie  abbey. 

To  thb  pro|>o8al,  Mrs.  Norclifle  was  at  EirM 
inclined  to  demur,  being  unwilling  to  excbaiigr 
her  own  quiet,  easy,  and  inde)>endent  mode  of 
life,  for  the  more  elaborate  and  irksome  c<Iiti(>ii 
of  London  society,  no  often  found  in  a  great 
house  in  the  country, — where  people,  inttcad 
of  being  unfettered  in  their  movements,  and 
suffered  to  enjoy  the  calm  Imnqui)  pleasures  of 
rural  existence,  are  doomed  to  be  cm  reprh 
svniatioH  from  morning  till  night,  and  debarred 
of  the  incxlimablc  privilege  of  being  sick,  ailent, 
or  sulky,  as  often,  and  at  such  time,  as  to  them 
may  seem  fit. 
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But  when,  in  nclJition  to  lliii  threatened 
vUit  of  our  mjrstvrioua  colonel,  Mrs.  Norclifle 
founil  iliat  the  cloistered  privacy  of  the  ubbcy 
likely  to  be  invaded  by  Lord  Belvedere, 

whom  Ilia  fair  couititi  could  scarcely  avoid 
oA'ering  a  lemiMrary  nboilc  in  his  own  here- 
ditary cAdteaM,  on  the  occiision  of  the  ensuing 
eleetion,  and  when  she  reflected  on  the  diffi- 
cullie*  which  the  enrreme  youth,  greiU  beauty, 
ftnd  belated  (toKiiion  of  I<ady  Belvedere,  com- 
plied to  produce  in  the  regutiktion  of  her  con- 
duct Ri  the  head  of  such  an  estahlishnient,  she 
no  longer  besilated  to  sacriBce  her  feelings  of 
indolence  or  philosophy  to  the  respectability  of 
her  friend  (  and  nithongh  the  society  of  Mi*s 
Julia  Caryl,  who  was  to  bv  of  (he  party,  did 
not.  in  Mrs.  Norcllfle'a  eyex,  odd  much  to  the 
afirfmeHt  of  the  prospect,  she  acceded  to  our 
heroine's  request,  and  prepared  to  accompany 
her  into shire. 

In  the  mean  time,  before  the  ladies  IcA 
London,    they    bad    many    op|>ortunitic*    of 
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fonning  ft  more  accurate  estimate  of  Colonel 
Veeey's  cluracter,  bjr  meeting  bin  in  such 
Bocietr  as  at  once  set  their  minds  at  rest 
oti  tlte  score  of  his  respectability  i  and  it  «•• 
Rgreed,  that  on  ibe  colonel's  r«tum  fraw 
I>ubltn,  Mhitber  he  was  about  to  |>rocccd  for  fl 
a  abort  time,  he  should  direct  hi«  course  to 
Belvedere  Abbey,  for  the  purpose  which  we 
sliall  not  fail  to  dccUre  in  due  senson. 

But  even  with  so  correct  a  chaperon  u 
Mrs.  Norctiffe,  to  watch  over  her  proceed- 
ings, and  direct  her  conduct.  Lady  Bel- 
vedere could  not  decorouaty  receive  gt-ntle- 
tnen  m  eitite  ckcM  die,  without  some  nab' 
friend  or  connexion,  wlto  might  lake  Ihp  iboi 
of  tlte  table,  aitd  preside  over  the  sjinpotial 
mysteries  which  arc  diurnaitj'  celebrated  at 
the  festive  board,  after  the  retireineut  ofthr 
ladit-s.  The  domeiittc  circle  of  the  abbey  wa* 
tlicrcfore  eDlivene<l  by  the  presence  of  the 
Hon.  0:nt'nld  Tyrtngham,  whom  wc  have 
alrmtly  bad  occasion  to  mention  n«  the  ex- 
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nwnbei-  for  TBiktngt'H),  and  wfio,  being  uncle 
t»  «aT  beroinOH  Ute  IiuDliKiid,  nni)  (jnite  old 
enough  to  be  lier  own  gnmdfather,  wax  fully 
cumpel«at  to  peribrtn,  with  at!  due  decorum, 
Ihr  importAnI  d»ci«e  witich  ho  so  obligingly 
undrrtonk.  H«  was  n  qtiiet,  wis)-,  dosy,  good 
tort  of  roan,  with  a  good  ktomadi,  and  itw 
Uiual  nc«om)uuiiment — an  even  tomper.  He 
vnu  very  obliging  in  all  matter*  that  did  not 
rvquire  him  to  put  liimHclC  out  of  bis  way; 
and  had  even  no  insurmountable  objection 
to  n  tittle  responnibilicy,  provided  it  were  not 
attended  with  much  trouble.  He  was  always 
on  the  best  possible  tonns  with  Lady  Bel- 
Tedorti,  for  whom  be  entertained  quite  aa 
much  alTection  aa  jf  she  had  been  one  of 
hit  own  family;  which,  however,  was  not 
utying  a  great  deal — as  bis  tendereat  ayui- 
pnthies  wen  exclusively  dcvotcil  to  the  plea- 
sures of  the  table;  his  heurt  wiu  chiefly  fixed 
on  gastronomic  cnjoymcnta, — aHiuiiu  erai  in 
t,  and  he  viewed  with  a  calm,  placid, 
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tad  pUloMphic  indifiGivfwe,  aD  the  eveoti 
■ad  OMalbH  lo  which  this  slippery  wofld 
ii  iablr,  unlm  ibcj  happeord  to  inteHere 
vith  ibc  itMlulgcnoe  of  thi<  his  ruling  passioa. 
U  wu  iriJgm,  boverer, «  patrion  malhcuremte, 
fcr  be  WM  in  ntffictentlj'  affluent  clrcun- 
Manea  to  wniw  bin  ■  ntisbctory  mem  «t 
bone,  omI  be  Imd  oo  tenn«  of  the  nM>l 
fimffiar  end  cordUl  intinucjr  wtih  the  moat 
diilingidlbed  Amphitryons  of  the  dny.  Thut 
be  oouU  affbid  to  (ludy  the  tlieurjr  luid  prac- 
tice of  bis  ftvourite  Ncivnor,  without  being 
cluim)  amoag  ifaoae  qia  maHgent  icur  but- 
Litdy  Belredere'i  character  and  conduct  woe 
Hich  aa  won  bis  esteem,  her  establishment  and 
•odetjr  were  in  tolerable  conformity  with  bis 
laale*  and  habits;  but  above  all,  her  chef  de 
euiaint  suited  hiu  in  an  eminent  degree  {  and 
llie  skill  of  Mors.  B«aurcpBR  was.  m  bit  mind, 
like  charity  which  "  covereth  a  multitude  of 
ains." 
Under    these    circumsta»ce&,  be    uoce|>ted 
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with  greiil  alacrity  lier  inriution  to  the  abbey, 
Kod  WM  duly  installed  in  bis  office  of  pro- 
wiaiotuU  hail,  in  time  to  receive  hts  ttephvw, 
Lord  Belvedere,  when  be  arrived  on  his  elec- 
tioneering visit. 

The  neceuity  of  his  lordship's  reception  at 
tiie  abbey,  won  a  source  of  aome  annoyance 
to  our  heroine,  who  had  guested  with  toler- 
able accuracy,  the  motive  of  his  otsidtiitics, 
and  would  gladly  have  discouraged  them,  in 
any  manner  that  might  have  been  consistent 
with  her  notions  of  coartesy.  But  aa  we  have 
said,  be  wns  gttarded  in  his  conduct  and  tiui- 
guage; — constantly  adverting  to  the  relation- 
Mpt  which  afibnlcd  him  a  (air  pretext  for 
tbe  tone  of  friendly  familiarity  that  be  uuumcd 
towards  her,  and  Dcver  carrying  his  compli* 
inentary  enthusiasm  tn  her  presence,  beyond 
th«  bounds  uf  legilfmnte  i>ersiflage.  There 
waa  one  of  the  partyi  however,  who  hailed 
Ills  arrival  with  feelings  of  considerable  satis- 
faction.   MtsB  Caryl  was  by  no  means  insen- 
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aibh!  to  tlic  combined  Kcomioemlntians  of 
rank,  K-ealtb,  nod  a  Iwmlsomc  penon,  which 
emur«d  to  Lord  BelTerl«re  so  6attfTfng  a 
reception  in  sodet}*.  Sho  vietreil  his  chanc- 
ter  with  that  amiable  indulgence  usually  ex- 
hitrited  by  the  fab-  sex,  towards  tbe  Iratcrt 
of  bflcbclon  witb  five-and -twenty  thotmnd 
tt-year.  Hii  coxcombry  w««  in  her  eye<8,  b»t 
u  gruoeful  nml  Itccoming  »ir  of  refinement,— 
his  conceit  and  (i elf-eon fideiice  luuscd  for  lU^ 
invoitHTa,  hia  flippancy  for  wit,  bis  caprice 
Rnd  rgoliam,  for  the  pcccntricttiM  of  genius. 

Although  bia  ntlcnlionH  to  her  had  never 
exceeded  the  average  amoant  of  hoouge 
which  h«  oomtdercd  due  from  n  man  of  bit 
chivalrous  pKteniionii,  to  evety  woman  on  the 
Buniiy  Hide  of  forty,  still  she  did  not  dcapoir 
of  cotiqucst.  She  flattered  herself  that  liy 
dint  of  uU  those  liulc  deUcatc  proofe  of  regard 
which  B  young  ludy  i^  authorized  to  bestow 
upon  a  yooog  f^lleinan,  without  abaotutcly 
subjecting  herself  to  the   imputation   of  for- 
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wardneM,  she  miglit  ulHmntely,  am)  gradually. 
gain  poaAeision  of  that  well  fortified  heart, 
which  was  evidently  impregnable  by  open 
aiHUilt  She  knew,  by  instinct  probahly,  for 
•iia  waa  but  siigbtjy  addicted  to  obserrntion, 
rcaaoniiig,  or  analytu,  that  even  the  mo«t 
callous  and  obdurate  of  the  sex  are  assailable 
through  their  vanity; — that  dangerous  hut 
comfortable  quahty,  the  source  of  to  much 
mortification,  arvd  of  eo  many  enjoyments, — at 
ooee  tlie  bane  and  antidote  of  hunun  hap- 
pineaa — leading  its  powenor  into  ao  many 
•crapes,  and  supjJying  hun  with  m  vast  a 
fund  of  eonaolation  under  all  miscliance*. 
One«  eootrive  to  reduce  tliis  important,  and 
geoerdly,  most  ireakty  defended  outwork, — 
and  the  day  ia  your  own  fit  is  the  key  of  the 

[oitadel,  and  sooner  or  later,  the  garrison  must 

^■Btrender  at  discretion. 

But  the  loo-confidcnl  Julia,  had  overlooked 
one  very  materia)  fact  connected  with  the 
theory  on  whieli   ahe  built  her  hopes.    AU 
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though  the  heart  of  every  man  niny  be  assail- 
able tbrougli  hia  vanity,  the  aucceutt  of  an; 
given  Btlack  upon  this  vulnerable  point,  de- 
)H-n<ls  greatly  on  the  nuture  and  calibre  of 
tlie  artillery  which  is  brought  to  bear  agaimt 
it,  aa  well  as  on  the  skill  of  the  hand  em- 
ployed in  its  direction.  Flattery  is  an  engine 
of  conquest,  powerful  indeed,  if  judicioujiy 
managed,  but  the  fann  sod  application  of 
which  must  vary  according  to  the  object 
which  it  assails,  it  must  be  fashioned  by 
good  taste,  and  rcgtdalcd  by  judgmcnL  It 
can  be  moulded  to  any  shape,  and  is  suscep- 
tible of  every  modification ; — but  to  be  elftc- 
tive.  its  approaches  must  be  unsuspected — its 
real  character  disguised ; — and  although  it  b 
a  weapon  most  frequently  and  successfully 
directed  against  fools,  the  true  art  of  wielding 
it  is  not  to  be  acquired  without  sorac  sluire 
of  wisdom. 

But  Lord  Belvedere,  although  a  coxcomb, 
was  by  no  means  a  fool ;  and  Miu  Caryl**  rate 
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if  intellect  was  not  auch  as   to  give  her  the 

'nrcctKsry  advantage  oror  him,  in  the  prose' 

cution  of  her  inatrimontni  designs.     He  was 

not  long  in  perceiving  her  drift,  an<)  hsd  set 

Iter  (lovm  in  the   tablets  of  his  mind,  at  a 

perion   towards  whom  it  would  be  necessary 

to  behave  with  great  caution,  lest  she  should 

nkc  it  tnio  her  head  to  fall  desperately  in  love 

with  liim ; — a  re»ult  which  he  coniiidcrcd  more 

inconvenient    tlian    agreeable,    under  all  thi.- 

circumstancea  of  the  case. 

H     Me  was  therefore  not  a  littte  cottirarii  to 

H£nd  her  established  as  one  of  the  family  party 

Bill  the  abbey.     But  the  preacnce  of  Mr*.  Nor- 

clifle  was  perbapa  a  still  greater  annoyance  to 

■Jiini ;    for  tbat  worthy  lady  had  little  relish 

for  hia  airs  of  superlative  reBnement,  and  less 

mercy  on  their  display,  whenever  they  hap- 

Ipened  to  trench  on  her  own  peculiar  notions. 
— She  was  a  tystenutic  pupptfctdc, — dcltght- 
iag  io  the  extermination  of  a  coxcomb, — and 
remorseksB  as  a  Blave>driyer  in  the  infliction 
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of  Uw  lash,  whenever  she  considered  that  ita 
R|ifi|teation  might  produce  ■  wbolrBotnc  eAect 
on  the  delinqueaL 

The  society  al  the  abbey,  was  thus  com- 
posed  of  rather  helcrogeoeoua  matcriaU  ;— 
liui  AS  the  sul^t  of  the  election  furaftbed 
a  conuiion  point  of  occupation,  if  not  of  io- 
ter««t,  lo  all,  they  oontrived  to  go  on  together 
in  tolerable  bannony. 

Although  the  family  seals  of  the  two  ri*a) 
houses  were  situated  m  close  to  each  other. 
Lady  Belredere  bad  hitherto  had  no  inter- 
course with  Sir  Hugh  and  Lady  Mary  Cal- 
vertey. — She  had  never  resided  at  the  abbey 
during  the  life  of  her  husband,  who  was  tnuch 
more  partial  to  hia  place  in  the  nortl),  the 
po&ition  of  which  was  better  calculated  for  all 
sporting  purpoeee.  Since  hi^  death,  slie  bad 
only  passed  one  autumn  at  the  abbey,  during 
which  the  Caiverleys  were  on  the  continent) 
and  Lady  Mary,  having,  a«  we  stated  in  the 
last  chapter,  withdrawn  heraelf  a  good  deal 
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from  g«iici«l  Mciety,  it  m  hapiienecl  that  they 
had  never  net  in  Loniloo. 

Certdn  "  puteboard  "  courtesies  had  r»* 
cenlly    be«n    excluuigcil   tie  part  vl  d'auirc, 

•incc  Luly  Bclreilcre's  arrivii]  in sbire ; 

but  l>ie  political  opposition  which  had  now 
sprung  up  between  the  two  house*,  efiectunlly 
cbecked,  for  the  present,  all  approach  to  far- 
ther Inttnutcy. 

It  wna  about  two  or  three  dajs  before  the 
jod  of  liarry's  arrival  nt  Colrcrley  Hall, 
iImI  Lady  Belvedere  was  seated  alone  in  her 
morning  room ;  the  gentlemen  having  as  usual 
driven  into  TjUkington,  to  work  their  intoreKt 
with  the  etecton, — and  Mrs.  Norclifie  nnd 
JuHa  being  engaged  in  a  momipg'ai  walk 
round  the  thnihbery,  when  a  travelling  chariot 
drove  up  to  the  abbey,  and  Colonel  Vesey 
WM  ushered  into  the  prcwnco  of  our  heroine-' 

"  1  am  here,  according  to  my  promtoc,"  said 
be. 

"  And   I   have   not  forgotten  mine,"  said 
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Lady  Belvedere,  "  although,  to  tell  you  the 
truth, — this  is  not  the  most  convenient  mo- 
ment for  the  examination  of  mutters  bo  vitally 
btcrcsting  to  one  or  both  of  lu.  I  am  in 
the  midst  of  a  political  loitrbiUon.  But  I  am 
Dot  going  to  luggeat  a  poitponemeat,"  con- 
tinued she,  smiling. 

"  It  is  my  wish  aiid  my  pleasure  to  consult 
your  ladyship's  convenience  in  every  way," 
said  the  colonel.  "  1  was  apprehensive  that 
my  visit  might  be  ill-timed ;  as  I  believe  I  am 
rather  sooner  in  this  part  of  the  world  than  I 
expected  to  be.  But  at  all  events,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  claim  (he  perfurmiince  of  your 
promise  lo-<lay,  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  my 
cousin  Uord  GUnmirc's,  where  I  shall  remain 
till  tlie  day  after  to-morrow.  On  my  return, 
I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of  calliitg  here, 
to  ascertain  whether  you  can  favour  me  with 
my  promised  audience.  But  in  the  mcanlinMi 
aa  I  am  requiring  you  to  give  me  a  nurk  of 
confidence,  it  is  juat  that  I  should  furnish  you 
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with  every  proof  in  ray  power,  tbat  your  con- 
fidence ij  not  miiplaced.  You  hnvc  hcnrd 
tlie  outline  of  my  Btory,  and  the  facu  which 
it  contains  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  induce 
you  to  promise    a   communication  of  certain 

I  occurrences  connected  with  your  own  history, 
wbicli,  if  I  understood  your  ladyship  ariglit, 
are  unknown  CTcn  to  moat  of  your  tulimate 
friend*.  In  tnking  such  n  Mtep,  you  cannot 
of  courae  proceed  upon  slight  gTOundx;  nor 
would  I  bare  it  said,  as  a  gentleman  and  a 
•oMier,  that  I  availed  myself  of  any  doubtful 

■  or  imaginary  coincidence  to  entrap  your  lady- 
ship into  a  diadoaure  which  yuu  might  subae- 

■  <)uently  regret, — and  which,  personally,  I  could 
hare  no  right  to  demand. — I  have  therefore," 
continued  he, — producing  a  packet,  "  drawn 
up  a  detailed  statement  of  llie  facta  to  which 
1  have  alluded,  and  I  here  submit  it  to  your 
perosnl, — in  the  full  nsKuranoe  that  you  will 
find  in  it  additional  grounds  for  honouring 
niewiih  that  confidence  which  I  am  so  anxious 
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inoit  of  my  Bex  arc  wholly  ile))en(lttnt  on  tha 
«-iU  of  ocfaere,  I  am  naturally  miMC  nnxious, 
In  th«  insnagemcnt  of  ovi-ry  importani  tn«t(«r, 
to  secure  the  siiDCtion  of  wiser  heada  and 
more  mature  jnclgmenta  Uuui  my  own.  You 
will  acknowledge  thac  the  aSitif  in  cjucstion 
cannot  b«  constdercil  trivial,  or  unimpurlant. 
It  IB  ono  which  highly  intercaiii  my  ruling*, 
and  may  po«aihl),  aflcvt  in  a  very  material 
decree,  my  future  destiny.  Under  these  cir- 
cuniKtanceit,  I  cannot  tukc  upon  myself  tlte 
rtsponnibiltty  of  acting  without  the  advice  and 
approbation  of  those  on  whose  prudence  I  can 
flrmfy  rely.  1  have  promiM*d  to  produce  for 
your  tiupectinn  the  duplicate  of  the  miniature 
which  you  showed  me,  aa  well  as  another 
which  I  have  in  my  possession,  and  which 
may  |>crhaps  serre  in  some  defp'ee  as  a  clue 
to  your  farther  researches.  I  will  also  furnish 
you  with  an  explanation  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  came  into  my  hands.  But  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  dbdoauret 
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bmM  be  iide  m  pretnce  of  a  third  party, 
whote  jodgwest    au;  direct  rae  aa   to  anj 
&nl>£t  rtepa  dui  it  may  be  expedient  for  me 
le  take  ia  tbe  affiur,  uid  wliaae  Mation  and 
ofcarader   OMy  aanetioo  a  proceeding,    that 
wight  be  tb*  ooGwioa  of  ocosure  or  ntsrepie- 
unCartao.  were  it  wboUy  dudestine.    The 
perMo  I  ha*e  Beleeted  far  tbe  purpow,  it  mjrj 
(neod  iln,  Norcliffe,  wbooi  jron   bave  leen] 
1  am  dctenuocd  to  be  governed  by  Iter  ad-l 
noe  in  this  buainea* ;  but  before  she  can  be 
competent  to  act  a^  mj  counaetlor,  it  will  l>e 
aeaeaaary  that  she  should  be  put  in 
of  tbe  pcindpal  facte  of  tbe  caae. — I  sliall  tic 
therefore  receire  yoor  statement,  unless  with 
the   onderitanding    that   I   am  at   liberty    to 
coniQiunicaic  it    to  her.     ThtJ   you    are   un-i 
wtUinj{  to  concede — but  I  appeal  to  yourwlf) 
colood — to  your  fcelingi  of  candour — lo  your 
»eoae  of  propriety  u  a  gentleman — bad  you  a-i 
daughler~or  a  sister,'  (Coloi»el  Veaey  started) 
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circumstanced  ns  1  am,  could  you  be  sulufied 
ifshc  were  to  net  otherwise  V 

"  No — DO — nol"  excUiined  Vewy,  after  a 
short  {MUM,  during  which,  he  seemed  much 
agitated;  "You  are  right — and  though  it 
certain]]'  ia  in  the  highest  degree  painful  to 
me,  to  Blake  an  unintere«ted  itranger  llie 
deposrtaiy  of  a  dbtrcssiDg  family  secret,  as 
I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your 
reoMHUtranoe,  1  will  at  once  accede  to  your 
tenui*  I  am  but  very  slightly  acquainted  with 
Mrt.  NorcliS*e,  but — no  matter',  ahe  is  your 
ladyship's  moat  intimate  friend, — and  I  am 
bound  to  beUevv  that  ibc  is  worthy  to  b« 
lrustc<).  There  is  the  packet, — 1  abandon  it 
to  your  diacretion." 

"  And  I  solemnly  promise,"  suid  Lady  Bel- 
vedere, as  she  received  it,  "  that  to  Mrs. 
Norclifle  alone  sluill  its  contenu  be  commu- 
nicated by  uie, — until  luch  time  as  you  may 
authorise  me  to  extend  the  knvwledi^  of  them 
to  my  otlier  friends. — I  shall  then  expect  to  see 
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you  liore  die  ilay  a(Wr  to-tnorrow, —  and  you 
iDuy  rely  upon  it,  tbat  no  other  engRgcment  of 
plemare  or  builneoa,  aliall  mterfere  with  oaf 
tkrllier  itivettigntion  of  tbu  aSiiir." 

"  Well  then,  tnaclain,"  said  Ve»«y,  "for  tlie 
present,  I  will  take  my  leave." 

"  ir  you  mtiet  go; — but  when  you  retunti 
I  irtiM  that  you  n-tll  i>ot  be  in  Mich  a  hurry 
lo  IcAve  the  nbbcy.  We  arc  a  arnall,  but  1 
think  you  will  tindt  rather  mi  agreeable 
party  (  iitid  if  you  nrc  dbcposcd  to  favour  lu 
with  your  aociety  for  a  few  days,  1  am  rare 
my  uncle,  Mr.  Tyringham,  and  my  cousin.  Lord 
Belvedere,  will  be  much  gratified  by  such  an 
addition  to  our  circle.  With  the  fornter,  you 
are,  I  believe,  already  acquainted.  ** 

"  I  hare  had  the  pleasure  of  mcctii^  Mr. 
Tyringham  frequently  in  London,  since  tny 
returrt  from  India ;"  »aid  Vesey  t  "  I  am  grate- 
ful for  your  kindneR»,~-iind  may  possibly  tax 
your  hotpitality  for  four>«nd>twcnty  hoursv — 
should  it  not  be  inconvenient." 
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Sv  saying,  he  bowed  And  witlidrcw,  and 
hady  Belvedere,  as  soon  as  tliv  sound  of  hU 
csrriBgc*whvolt  on  tlie  gravel,  Itnd  given 
notice  of  liU  departure,  betook  hcFjelf  without 
dvLiy  to  the  privacy  of  her  boudoir,  where,  hiiv- 
ing  lecured  herself  from  iiitruiiioii  by  bolting  the 
door — she  proceeded  to  opeti  the  mysteriou* 
and  important  packet.  Sboukl  the  re«der,  as 
we  HiROerely  hope,  share  her  curiosity  with 
reHjiect  to  its  contents,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
him  to  the  next  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  Vlll. 


HARRATIT£  OT  COLOXEL   VB8EY. 


"  To  the  Vi«counte««  BeWedere. 

"Il  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  you  witb 
many  particuUrs  concerning  my  family.  My 
father  was  the  second  son  of  Lord  Glanroire ; 
he  bore  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  — th  foot, 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  king  and 
country,  in  tlic  nwmorable  and  fatal  atliiir  of 
Corunnai  leaving  his  widow  and  two  children 
but  very  scantily  provided  for.  My  mother's 
straitened  circumstances  not  allowing  her  to 
live  in  England,  or  to  conduct  the  educfttion 
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of  her  cliildreii  on  a  scale  8uit«il  to  their  birth, 
1  WA§  witlidraM'n  from  Eton,  where  I  bad  been 
placed  eighteen  months  previousljr,  and  we 
retired  to  a  very  small  property,  in  the  north 
of  IreUnd,  which,  with  the  exception  of  my 
mother's  pension,  as  the  widow  of  a  field- 
offioer,  supplied  our  only  means  of  siibsist- 
ettce.  It  might  be  supposed  that  u  remote 
comer  of  thv  county  Donegal  was  not  m  spot 
farourablc  to  the  development  of  those  quali- 
ties, or  the  cultivation  of  those  manners  and 
l«lenl8,  whicli  fonn  nn  Accomplished  and  ele- 
gant female.  Bui  what  wiu  wanting  in  regular 
and  systematic  tuition  in  the  education  of  my 
sitter,  woi  amply  compennuted  by  the  daily 
example  of  sweetness,  amiubility,  and  refine- 
ment, which  the  society  of  my  mother  afforded ; 
and  the  unremitting  attention  with  which  that 
exemplary  parent  directed  the  studies,  and 
watched  over  the  expanding  mind  of  her 
daughter,  was  far  more  vnluable  than  all  the 
nperflcial  precepts,  and  school-room  discipltno 
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whkb  ilic  most  sceompU»hc<)  govemcM  could 
beMow. 

"  F«w  persons,  ind««<),  could  be  better 
([ualified  thnn  my  mollter  to  tujTPrinlemI  the 
|iKigRs8  of  n  daughter  (Votn  inrnncy  In  womnn- 
boocL  By  birtti  n  HowBrd,  ehe  Itiid  nil  the 
dignity  of  character  «itd  elevsiion  of  »ntiRM-ni 
wliiell  M>  well  accorded  with  the  nobility  of 
her  dcftoent.  Her  mind  wns  highly  cultirntwl. 
her  nuumers  elegant  nml  prepossessing,  and 
in  her  youth  t^h**  mti.<t  have  been  Etrikingly 
bMutiAiI.  It  is  twt  surprising  that,  under  the 
CArc  ofGudi  *  jwrenl,  in  spile  of  oertnin  din- 
ndvantoges  of  position,  my  sister  GcruldiDf 
grew  up  one  of  the  nwMt  angelic  and  cnpti- 
valing  beings  that  ever  graced  aoctcty.  Nature 
had  made  bcr  lorei>'  in  person,  and  niatcmal 
culture  had  sucGesafuily  laboured  to  impruve 
those  qualities  of  head  and  heitrt,  ivbicli  from 
her  earliest  infjuicy  bad  nuide  her  the  idol  of 
her  family.  Sbe  was  my  only  stit«r — we  w«r« 
twins— snd  the  ardent  affection  that  subeisled 
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between  us  was  sudi  ai  iiaturatly  resulted  fimm 
JK>  near  and  Micretl  n  connexion.  Words  arc 
eoinpetenl  to  exi>rc!iii  the  devoted  love — 
the  pride  uid  ndmiralion — tlic  species  of  vtot- 
sliip  witli  which  I  regarded  licr. 

"  Tlirougliuut  the  whole  rango  of  hutiMui 
•yinpathies,  there  ii  not  one  feehng  more  piire> 
more  holy,  or  more  delightful  tbAo  the  love 
of  a  brother  toward*  a  *i»tcr ;  and  Ihofc  who 
have  hvtn  in  circumstaiicci  nearly  similar  to 
mine,  when  In  the  restricted  circle  of  family 
aSectiun,  my  lieArt  ching  to  tJie  onlj  being  on 
whose  tendemesa  and  regard  I  could  calculate 
ID  my  progress  through  life,  as  the  declining 
ttaie  of  my  mother's  heallli  pUinly  indicated 
iImI  vrc  could  4W>C  reckon  on  her  prolonged 
exiatcnoe — Uiose  who  have  experienced  llie 
itmigth  of  that  tie,  witli  which  Mmultaneoit^ 
birth,  constant  und  cxcIuHivo  a»«oci«tton  from 
the  cradle,  umiUrity  of  thought,  disposition. 
and  feeiing,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  diH'er' 
wet  of  MX,  may  be  uid  to  Innd  our  heart 
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to  atwtlier,  can  alone  appreciate  the  tinppineM 
tliat  I  enjojretl  in  her  sodety,  or  tliv  blight 
that  fell  on  nty  hupe«  uid  prospects,  from  the 
fatal  caiaitroplie  which  I  have  iinUcrt;ikcii 
to  record.  Four-nnd-twenty  yearx  of  bodily 
toil,  of  mental  exertion,  of  active  entcrpriiCi 
have  gone  over  my  head  i»iiM:e  1  last  beheld 
ber  i  but  tbe  inomory  of  her  virtues  and  her 
affection — my  grief  for  her  loss- — my  anxiety 
(o  ascertain  her  fate — and  my  ardent  tliirst  for 
vengeance  on  her  destroyer,  are  as  fresh,  ai* 
poignant,  almost  as  m-iddening,  as  Uic  day 
when  the  hateful  intelligence  reached  me  thai 
my  fraternal  ho}>es  were  blasted — my  iKollier 
unking  broken-hearted  into  (he  grare — and 
my  father's  house  dishonoured  t 

"From  my  early  bo>hood,  1  felt  a  strong 
Toeation  for  a  mililary  life,  and  as  my  nioilier 
bad  neither  interest  to  procure  me  a  com* 
mission  in  the  king's  service,  nor  money  to 
secure  my  promotion  bad  it  once  been  ob- 
tained, she  saw  no  means  of  indulging  niy 
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love  for  the  career  of  itrms,  but  that  of  s«h(I- 
iag  me  to  Indiii  in  the  Company'*  service. 
She  WAS  the  only  dtild  of  b  younger  brother ; 
iBnil  ahhough  she  luid  never  (lUArrclled  with 
her  Tather'H  ffimily,  her  long  resilience  in 
Ireland,  nnd  )>er)iaps  the  great  ditpurity  of 
fortune,  hud  jiroduccd  a  sort  of  estrangement 
between  herRetfand  the  cider  branches  of  her 
tioble  and  influential  houeo.  My  claims  on  the 
reifpiing  Lord  Glanmire,  who  was  niy  father's 
fir«t  cousin,  were  also  but  slight;  nor  had  be 
indeed,  the  power  of  advancing  my  interext* 
very  niatortally  in  any  vay.  But  my  mother 
fortunate  enough  to  hare  a  di«tant  relative, 

Scotchman,  in  the  KiM  India  direction. 
To  him  she  applied,  and,  with  the  chnracter- 
iBtic  liberality  am)  warm-heartedness  of  n 
nation,  by  whom  the  daimx  of  kindred,  how- 
ever remote,  are  never  disregarded,  Mr.  Mac 
Inlyre  not  oidy  placed  a  cadetnliip  at  onee  at 
my  dliipottal,  but  procured  for  me  a  presen- 
tation to  the  Military  College. 
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"  Wonnly  attached  as  I  was  to  my  motber 
and  titter,  it  was  not  witliout  many  a  pang 
tliut  I  made  up  uiy  mm<l  to  enter  on  a  cars* 
that  would  necessftrily  banish  nie  to  M  gjtttt 
a  distance  from  them;  but  the  love  of  warlike 
advvnture  was  strong  within  roe,  and  with  tlw 
sanguine  confidence  of  youth,  I  thought  of  the 
eMteni  clioio  in  which  1  was  destined  to  pus 
the  better  piirt  of  my  Ufe,  as  a  region  abound- 
ing in  wealth,  and  presenting  innumvntblr 
arenues  I»  fame  and  fortune,  which  could  no( 
fail  to  reward  the  exertion  of  courage  and  | 
industry.  The  hope  of  contributing  to  the 
comli>rt  of  my  mother's  declining  years,  and  ■ 
realizing  an  independence  for  my  bclonid 
sister,  sustained  my  spirits,  sod  made  me  look 
on  the  ap]>roaching  separation  with  more 
cheerful  feelings  tbao  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

"  1  went  through  the  usual  course  of  cind) 
at  Addiscombe,  and  before  1  had  completed 
my  nineteenth  yeor,  the  period  fixed  for  my 
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'departure  to  the  east,  arrirod.  But  two 
niontht)  were  to  clapso  between  tJie  time  of 
tny  (|uitting  the  military  college  and  my  em- 
barkatioa  for  Madras.  Thi«  waa  but  a  «Iiort 
respite  i  and,  being  anxious  to  devote  as  mucli 
of  it  as  possible  to  my  motlter  and  aiater,  I 
set  out  for  tlw  county  Dunc-|;[al  intniediately 
after  {HWibg  my  final  exainlnatHni. 

"The  small  and  retired  viibge,  nearwhidi 
i  they  lived,  was  so  far  remote  from  the  habita- 
tions uf  tbc  guy  and  tlic  opulent,  that  any 
tiling  like  society  ia  llie  usual  acceptation  of 
the  term  was  quite  out  of  the  question.  My 
moUier's  character  and  connexions  cnsurc<l 
her  the  respect  and  obtained  for  her  the 
periodical  attentions  of  the  surrounding  no- 
bility and  gentr)- ;  but  as  there  was  not  within 
five  tuiles,  any  other  dwelling  of  crcn  modi- 
ralely  aristocratic  pretensions,  however  friendly 
might  bv  the  disposition  of  her  wealthy  neigh- 
bours and  uoquainlancci  it  was  impossible  fur 
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with  any  of  them.  Thus  the  inmatcg  of  Wik 
lov  Cottage  were  gencrnlly  left  to  their  ovii 
resources  for  amutement  simI  society  during 
tlie  greater  jmtt  of  the  year.  But  the  regular 
and  healthful  habits  of  a  country  life,  the  r»- 
creation  of  books  and  music,  and  the  dischargl 
of  numberless  offices  of  charity  and  kindness, 
which  even  their  limited  means  enabled  them 
to  perform  towards  tlic  poor  and  destitute,  Init 
simple  nnd  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villoge,  usually  sufBced  to  employ 
tbeir  days  in  content  and  cheerfulness,  and 
to  bunish  the  demon  of  ennui,  perhaps  more 
eficctually  than  a  regular  routine  of  courtly 
dissipation. 

"  Accustomed  as  I  was  to  their  retired  mo<le 
of  life,  and  unused  to  find  the  domestic  cirelej 
broken  in  upon  by  the  presence  of  stranger 
except  when  Father  Magratb,  the  rilL 
pastor,  would  occasionally  look  in  on 
winter's  evening — for  the  enjoyment  of  a  cup 
of  tea,  and  a  quiet  game  at  chess  with  my 
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mother,  ^  I  was  not  a  little  surprise*)  on 
arriving  at  the  cottage,  about  teo  o'clock  at 
night,  to  find  an  addition  to  the  family  parly, 
in  the  person  of  a  very  good-looking  and  ele- 
gantly  dressed  man,  about  thirty  yearn  of  age, 
who  seemed  regularly  est&bliahcd  as  an  iiH 
timat«  friend,  and  a  welcome  guest  at  the 
tea-table. 

"  Ah  soon  as  the  joy  of  my  mother  nnd 
sister,  at  my  arrival,  had  sufficiently  sub»idcd 
to  enable  them  to  attend  to  matters  of  cere* 
mony,  the  stranger  wu  Introduced  to  me  by 
the  former,  as  Mr.  Clnrgcs,  nn  English  gen- 
tleman who  had  taken  up  his  abode  for  a 
short  time  at  Clonrentun, — tempted  by  the 
beautiAil  scenery  which  surrounded  the  vil- 
lage, and  which,  us  an  enthusiastic  amateur 
kketcher,  he  waa  peculiarly  qualified  to  en- 
joy. Nothing  could  be  more  gentleman-like 
than  hU  appearance,  or  more  ntgaging  than 
his  manners ;  and  lie  ccrtamly  exerted  himself 
to  the  utmost,  in  that  first  interview,  to  Id- 
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gntutto  hiiuftclf  as  much  nilh  me,  ait  lie  bad 
spparenily  done  willi  llie  olher  meuberv  of 
the  family. 

"  1  iras  not  loug  In  iliaooveriog,  bowerer, 
that  the  channa  of  insnbmiite  nature,  w«ri- 
not  tbc  sole  &MrBetii>ti  that  imluccd  bin  to 
l>riilong  hu  rcaidttncv  at  the  Mnall,  t|ul«t.  and 
iiiicomrortablo  village  of  Clonrciiiuu).  Hi» 
udiniration  of  tny  sister  wai  evident,  and  be- 
trayed itself,  HK  it  were  uncontetouHly,  in  ever}' 
wurd,  look,  and  action,  during  that  evtuaing. 
1  was  mther  alanned,  also,  to  observe  n  cer- 
tain timid  conolraint  of  manner  towards  biiu, 
on  the  part  of  Gcraldine,  more  indicatWe 
of  her  consciousness,  than  her  dislike  of  bb 
aiicntions.  But  these  tdea£  mi;^bt  be  the  work 
of  imagination,  and  the  result  of  that  anxious 
intcrvHt  for  the  happiness  of  those  we  love, 
that  makes  uit  unnecessarily  sunpicious  and 
absurdly  susceptible  where  they  are  con- 
cerned. 
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"  At  length  Mr.  Clorgcs  hamg  taken  bia 
lesTe.  for  iJic  niglit,  I  had  sn  opportunity  of 
enquiring  wlio  he  iraM,  and  whnt  cxtrAortUoary 
etrcuin«tMu:«  had  all  at  once  produced  ao  close 
an  intimacy  between  him  and  the  fuinily. 

"  The  answer*  which  my  mother  relumed 
to  my  enquiries,  were  not  altogether  aatis- 
factory  to  me;  aa  tbey  proved,  that  in  point 
of  fact,  the  knew  very  little  about  him,  and 
Uiat  mIig  had  scarcely  any  authority  but  his 
own,  for  the  statemenla  be  made  coiMrurning 
his  birth  and  fortune.  He  described  himself 
on  a  young  English  lawyer,  who  was  endea- 
vouring to  dispowe  of  the  long  vocation,  by  a 
pictureitqiie  tour  through  Ireland.  His  port- 
(oIm)  certainly  bore  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
this  part  of  his  story;  as  it  wan  well  tilled 
with  aketdies  and  views  of  the  most  striking 
scenery  tlirougb  which  he  bad  passed.  His 
family,  he  said,  was  ancient  and  honourable, 
long  resident  ui  Devonshire,  io  the  enjoyment 
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of  n  conBi<lerablo  property,  to  wbicli  lie  va^ 
heir-presumptive  i  and  in  llie  meanttine,  be 
was  prcpariag  to  practise  at  the  bnr. 

"Uc  bad  been  first  introduced  to  the  no* 
ticc  of  the  fsinily  by  Father  Msgrath,  on 
whom  be  hnd  cnlled  shurtly  nfter  taking  up 
hta  abode  »t  the  inn  of  Clonrennan,  on  pre- 
tence of  making  some  eiiquiriei)  concerning 
the  objects  of  interest  in  the  neij{hbourhood. 
The  worthy  priest,  who  in  hie  Bccludcd  parish, 
had  few  opportuniUvs  of  lusociating  with  per> 
sons  of  cduaition  and  reRnenent,  um  quiie 
delighted  with  the  good  sense,  amiable  nuin- 
ne»,  and  extensive  information  of  hid  new 
acqttaintance.  He  found  in  Mr.  Clarges  an 
excellent  cla&sical  scholar,  an  accomplisliod 
modem  linguist,  and  an  antiquarian  of  no 
mean  pretensions,  lie  seemed  even  wonder- 
fully well  skilled  in  controversy,  for  u  layman, 
and  they  had  many  long  and  earnest  argu- 
ments  on  ihc  comparative  ntcrits  of  thetr  re- 
spective creed*,  which  were  always  conducted, 
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on  the  part  of  Clarges,  with  to  much  mildneis 
and  moderation,  that  ihey  only  Kervcil  to  in- 
cre««c  the  renpect  and  regard  of  ilw  good 
tiitJicr  for  so  aminblc  an  antagonist. 

"  A*  Alagrnth  had  n  stronj;  feeling  for  the 
pictureiqaCi  soino  knowledge  of  drawing,  and 
m  genera]  taste  for  (be  flite  arts,  whidi  had 
been  much  cultivated  during  a  rcvidcnce  of 
■  few  year*  in  Itnly,  he  was  fully  qualified 
to  (iierfonn  the  office  of  cicerone,  in  <lirecting 
the  attention  of  the  Mranger  to  the  beauties 
of  nature  by  which  Ibey  were  surrotmdett. 
Thus,  from  an  apparent  siniibirity  of  tasiet, 
feeling«,  and  piu'suits,  ibey  became  in  »  short 
time,  extremely  intimate ;  and  whatever  mo- 
ments could  be  spared  from  hi^  paatoral  avo- 
cations, were  uiuidly  p»Ksed  by  Father  Magrath 
in  the  society  of  bis  new  friend. 

"  As  itoon  as  he  had  been  enabled,  by  con- 
atant  intercourse  during  three  weeks  or  a 
montb,  to  form  a  decided,  and  as  he  flsttt-red 
himself,  an  accurate  eHtimale  of  the  character 
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md  i)rincii>)e8  of  Clargcs,  he  felt  himself  juMi- 
(i#d  in  soliciting  pennissioii  to  lalruduce  hbi 
to  my  mother,  whoso  quiet,  ant]  rather  aono- 
lonoua  mocic  of  life,  mijjlit,  he  thought,  be 
occaskmally  cnlirened,  uid  agrvcKbly  divern- 
fled  by  th«  foeiety  of  the  wcotmplishfd  V,ng- 
Ihhnun. 

"  Distmtt  i*  not  the  charnderistic  of  the 
female  mind,  esiwcially  where  iIh  own  thougbu 
are  guilele**)  nnd  its  iinpulfleH  purv.  Mtill, 
perhapx,  my  mother  might  have  proceeded 
vith  some  degree  of  caution  in  receiving  the 
vishs  of  a  person  concerning  whose  statinti, 
character,  and  circumntunce*,  ebe  could  obtiiiii 
no  other  than  cODJeciuml  information,  had 
not  Father  Magmth'i  influontiul  teitimony,  iii 
fiiTour  of  his  conduct  nnd  habits,  btvn  sup- 
ported by  her  own  knowledge  of  a  fuel  which, 
however  (rivial  in  itself,  confirnved  her  belief 
in  the  re«i)ectubility  of  hiii  pceition  in  aocietj. 

"  A  few  wceke  pi-cviously  to  hia  arrival  ni 
Clonrcnnnn,  my  mother  and  sister  hud  paid 
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•liort  visit  to  Dublin,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
liUting  to  on«  of  the  most  tlUtinguisbed  minia- 
ture painters  of  tliat  city,  in  order  that  I  might 
be  viiablnl  to  cjury  with  mc  to  the  East,  aume 
reconi  of  ihc  form  and  features  of  lbo»e  whom 
1  loved  bcflt  on  enTth.  Ah  they  bad  soiiiv 
intiiimte  friettd*  in  the  capital,  they  u-ere  in- 
duced, during  their  vhurt  residence  there,  tci 
visit  aome  of  tbe  public  places  of  auiuaeuient ; 
and  two  or  three  evenings  before  their  dc|inr- 
tdn,  they  had  accompanied  their  relnlion,  the 
Uownger  Lady  Glanmire,  lo  the  stage-box  of 
the  theatre,  on  an  occaaion  when  tbe  per* 
fonnanoe  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of 
tbe  k>ftl  and  Udy  lieutenant.  The  vice-regal 
box  will  close  to  that  in  which  they  sai,  and 
tbey  bad  ample  opjmrtunity  of  ob«ernng  ibc 
features  of  those  who  were  ita  occupimts. 
When,  soine  time  after  their  return  to  Willow 
Cottage, — during  one  of  their  daily  drive*  in 
a  little  |>ony-cbaise,  ibey  encountered  Clargoa 
busily  intent  on  aketchbig    tbe  view   froin  a 
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■light  eminence  wtitch  comtnniKlcd  the  road 
down  which  ihey  were  paKaing, — they  at  once 
recognised  in  him  •  genUeman  who  hwl  occu- 
pied »  conspicuuUH  station  in  the  lord  lieu* 
tenant's  box  on  tlie  night  of  their  visit  to  ttie 
tbeatrci  and  iippeiired  to  be  on  terms  of  inti* 
mate  ramiliarity  with  their  Excellencies. 

"  Being,  therefore,  satisfied  on  the  score  of 
hia  station  in  sodety,  my  mother  wun  well- 
prejwred  to  lialcn  with  a  favourable  ear  to 
the  corroborative  evidence  which  Mr.  Ma* 
grath's  testimony  affbnled  in  the  matter,  and 
she  did  not  hcsilAte  to  grant  the  pemiiision 
I'cquircd.  As  I  have  already  stated,  the  man- 
ners and  conversation  of  their  new  acquaint- 
ance were  such  as  jioirerfully  to  second  the 
preposse««ion  in  Itia  favour  for  which  he  was 
generally  indebted  to  his  appeurunoc  and 
abord.  In  addition  to  his  oilier  accomplish* 
inents,  he  was  very  musical;  and  my  sister's 
Tocal  and  instrumental  pcrfonnances,  which 
were  really  surprising,  considering   the  few 
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opportunities  she  bad  enjnyed  of  cultivating 
tier  naturul  powurs,  afTonlod  a  conslnnlly  re- 
curring pretext  fur  liis  visits  to  the  cottage. 

"  Every  bodj  knows  bow  rapid  is  tbo 
f^rowth  of  intimacy  under  such  ci re umit lances i 
wbere  the  opportunities  of  duily  intercourse 
are  enlianced  by  seclusion  from  all  other  so- 
ciety,  and  unqualified  by  thai  diversity  of 
objects,  habits,  and  pursuits,  which,  in  the 
vortex  of  the  world,  admits  of  association 
without  sympathy,  and  familinrily  without 
friendship.     Aly  sister  bad  lived  but  little  id 

[  society ;  site  was,  comparatively,  unused  to 
certain  convcntionni  grnces  of  deportment  titnt 
bod  not  yet  found  their  way  into  tho»c  remoter 
regions,  or  communicated  their  polish  to  thi; 
manners  of  the  provincial  youths,  whom  she 
occsfiioDally  mcl,  on  her  rare  viMts  to  the 
mansions  of  liic  neighbouring  gentry.     Was 

[il  surprising,  therefore,  tliat  a  joung  inan, 
whose  1,'ood  looks  and  distiiiguinbed  appear- 

'  ance   were   assisted    by    every    advantage    of 
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superior  cducaillon  and  refined  habits, — w\\i»e 
naturally  stronf;  inlclicct  had  bcon  cultivated 
hy  reading,  and  iropr<»»ed  by  foreign  travel, — 
whose  conreraalioii  vore  an  air  of  solidity, 
relieved  by  striking  powers  of  language,  and 
enlivene<l  by  the  graceful  bndinage  of  ttiv 
gay  world, — should  have  won  cuplivated  |}ii' 
youlliful  iinngination  of  a  girl  who  had  ncter 
yet  been  addressed  in  itie  tone  of  gallnntry 
by  any  one  towards  whom  she  could  feel  iltnl 
deference  and  respect  so  essentia)  to  lite  purt 
and  exalted  lore  of  woman  f 

"  Whatever  might  be  his  real  defectif  or 
Tiees, — however  cotd-blooded  his  »elfishn«ti8, 
or  perfidious  his  heart,  to  iter  he  s|>oke  the 
language  of  honour, — of  virtue,— of  aenaibilily. 
The  sentiments  he  uttered,  on  all  occaaiuns, 
were  such  as  to  comnund  respect  j  bis  genllu 
and  deferential  homage  could  scarcely  fait  <u 
conciliate  her  affection ;  and  before  I  bad  been 
three  days  at  the  cottjigo.  I  had  seen  enough 
to  convince  me  that  Geraldinc  had  vietded  hi:r 
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iMfett  to  |]i«  devoletl  sttentions  ctf  (lie  fusciniit- 
ing  ■inmger.  Tbis  conviction  caused  me  great 
uneaainesa ;  for  although  1  couK)  not  discover 
anything  in  bis  ap|»earutH'e  or  behaviotir  cal- 
cittaied  to  excite  doubta  aa  to  the  concctnesa 
of  hia  atory, — tJiv  |ihiu»ibiltty  of  his  addteaa, 
ukI  ibo  clegajioe  of  his  numaers,  kctk  nut  ([aite 
■ufllctcnt  to  wtiiify  ine  uf  the  Tespeciabiliiy  uf 
bis  character,  ur  the  honourable  luitiire  of  bi» 
.iitl«n(ions. 

"  At  nineteen,  I  could  nut  be  aupiwKcd  to 
B»  much  knowltrdgv  of  the  world  i  but  I 
{had  bceni  for  the  |ircvioua  two  yrnrN,  abun- 
1,  oa  it  Wdre,  to  my  own  guiUuncv,  and 
otilgMl  to  exerdstt  my  own  power*  t>f  ubucrva- 
tioot  in  regubiting  tny  cotiduct  oinong  thtf  little 
community  of  whlcli  I  formed  a  |iari.  ll  in 
Bcarcely  nt'ccasary  to  observe  thai  human  na- 
ture may  bv  atudied  with  eflvct,  even  on  llie 
contracted  stage  of  a  public  fcbuol,  and  that 
(its  little  factions,  quarrels,  and  iniriKues,  pre- 
at  to  our  ricw  the  germ  of  tboic  (Muioni, 
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whose  worLingH  iri  after-life  vril]  be  bui  t!i« 
fiirther  development  of  principles  already  in 
partial  operation,  in  proporlion  as  the  )e»oa 
la  new,  ore  ita  cflccts  more  powerful ;  nnd  ihft 
sudden  transition  from  the  quiet  and  rctirvmenl 
of  a  peaceful  home,  like  mine,  to  (he  busy  bcene 
uf  miniature  strife  and  youthful  worldliness, 
produce*  a  rapid  sliarpeninj;  of  the  faculties 
and  ri)>ening  of  the  judgment,  unknown  la 
tboee  whose  initiation  into  auch  scene*  ha* 
been  more  gradual ;  whose  early  habits  of  in- 
tercourse with  the  world  have  already  accui- 
tomcd  them  to  half  of  what  ihey  witness,  and 
prepared  them  for  the  remainder. 

"  Whether  it  were  the  reault  of  ao  early 
mistrust  in  speciotu  appcarancca  that  had  been 
thus  forced  on  my  youthful  mind,— or  some 
unaccountable  foreboding  of  the  future  iliat 
weighed  upon  my  heart,  certain  it  is,  thnt  in 
■pite  of  his  eflTurls  to  win  tny  friendkbip,  1 
looked  upon  Clarge«,  from  the  first  days  of  our 
arquninlnncet  with  nn  eye  uf  dislike  and  sus- 
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sn.  Without  cxbibiluig  a  feeling  of  ani- 
roouly,  for  which,  I  was  consdous,  I  had  no 
oateuible  grounds, — and  for  the  display  of 
which  I  had  no  le^timiitc  motive,  1  endeavoured 

t rouse  my  mother'*  attention  to  what  was 
ling  under  her  eyes,  aiitl  suggested  the 
propriety  of  her  giving  rather  less  eocounige- 
toent  to  the  vtHits  of  Mr.  Clsrges,  until  she  had 
obtained  some  more  positive  information  con- 
cerning him.  Were  he  really,  I  urged,  tlie 
person  whom  he  represented  himself  to  be, — 
nhliough  his  present  position  and  future  pros- 
pects might  render  him  a  very  desirahle  con* 
■nexion,  y«t  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  his  friends  should 
be  obtained,  hefore  Gcraldino  could  with  pro- 

(prtety  receive  his  addre»»es;  as  the  honour  of 
our  liousc  could  not,  1  uiid,  brook  the  idea 
of  her  entering  a  family  nho  would  not  con- 
sider  themselves  fortunate  Id  her  alliance.  On 
[tho  other  band,  if  be  bad  orer-atated  his 
kBrmns  and  expectations,  prudence  forbade  the 
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coiitinuaoce  of  an  intimacy,  which  eeeDwil 
likely  to  be  producUr*  of  nothing  hut  unbap- 
]>incss. 

"  Although  my  mother  could  not  refute  to 
admit  the  validity  of  my  reaaoniog  in  the  nut- 
ter, the  conlrired  to  procriigtinate  lier  decision 
on  the  subject:  it  out!  time  nllcging  th«  diffi- 
culty of  coining  to  an  explanation  with  vat 
who  hwl  not  yet  comtnilted  himneir,  nnd  whose 
attentions  had  hilhrrto  been  the  natural  remit 
of  those  fadlitieaof  association  with  CrerAldtne, 
which  she  had  spontaneously,  though  perhii{K> 
unguardedly  afforded  him; — at  another,  chid- 
ing me  OS  cauMleisly  suspicious  of  bq  amtablr 
Mid  txemplary  character,  nnd  regularly  db> 
stindtng  me  fVom  my  often  expressed  deter* 
mination  of  taking  the  matter  into  uy  own 
hands. 

"  In  the  meantime,  a  month  of  my  leave  ex- 
pired, during  which  I  endeavoured  to  coun- 
teract, to  a  certain  extent,  the  effects  of  wivii 
appeared  to  be  nty  mother's  imprudeiKe,  by 
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monopolizing  m  much  of  Geraldine'a  aodety 
aa  posaible ;  and  if  I  could  not  do  so  to  (lie 
total  excbsioo  of  Ctargos,  who  constantly 
foinod  lu  in  oiir  ridvs  nnd  wtdks,  imd  uluiQit 
jQTariably  tnada  bic  u)>[)esrdnce  nt  ^le  te«- 
lable  uf  Ml  evening,  yet  I  contrived,  witb 
tolernble  loccess,  to  baffle  all  uticniptE  on  hia 
|Mrt(  to  engage  my  nstcr  in  private  coflvor- 

i  aatjon. 

'  "  It  wu  impossible  ibuc  a.  man  of  his  cxpe- 
rioiioc  and  kmmlixlj^e  of  llie  world,  should  not 
obaerve  the  systetmilic  way  in  which  I  thwarted 
hia  inlratiniia  in  tliia  particular,  or  that  lie 
should  fail  lo  peiMtrate  the  motive  which 
actuated  iny  cotuluct.  It  produced,  however, 
not  the  ilighU'it  ullemtion  In  bis  behaviour 
towards  mc  He  n]>|>c»red  studiou*ly  solicitoua 
U*  conciliate  my  ri^gard,  by  every  mark  of 
friendly  attention,  and  a  (one  of  cordial  and 
familiar  equality  in  bis  intercourse  with  me, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  I  might 
have  considered    llnttcriii^j   from   one  so   de- 
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cicledly  my  Eup«rior  In  age  and  acquirenients, 
if  not  in  EUtioR.  But  all  (his  only  served  to 
increase  my  distrust;  and  as  tlic  time  of  my 
departure  approucJicd  witliin  a  fortnight,  t  wa« 
wretched  at  the  idea  of  leaving  Clonnsnnan,  in 
uncertainty  as  to  tlie  rettilt  of  liia  continued 
itttHidiiities,  an<I  finally  resolved  that  I  would 
not  quit  tht.-  neighbourhood  until  I  had  come 
to  a  full  and  Kntixfactory  explanation  on  the 
subject  with  Geraldine  as  well  as  with  biinsclf. 

"  But,  before  taking  any  eteps  for  that  pur- 
IMxe,  I  thought  it  atlvisable  to  spciik  to  Fniher 
Alagralli,  in  vrhoKe  friendship  I  could  safely 
confide,  and  whose  advanced  years  ami  sacred 
calling  invested  his  judgment  with  a  degree  of 
authority  in  my  eyee,  that  perhaps  the  arlleas 
simplicity  of  his  character  waa  scarcely  calcu- 
lated to  justify.  To  him  I  determined  to  un- 
fold my  perpK^xitics,  with  a  view,  in  the  first 
place,  of  ascertaining  whether  he  might  not  be 
able  to  supply  some  farther  and  more  distinct 
information  on  the  subject  of  his  new  ally; 
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And,  secondly-,  of  consulcing  liioi  as  lo  llic  best 
ttrul  least  offi-nMirc  mode  in  wlitcb  I  could  call 
upon  Clargcs  for  a  dUtinct  declaration  of  his 
intentioaa. 

AccordingljTi  I  set  out  early  on«  morning 
10  M!«k  the  liabitatioD  of  the  priest;  but  as  I 
drew  near  the  villagCt  1  met  him  mounted  on 
bis  little  jrany: 

"  '  I  vruE  going  to  euU  on  you,  my  dear  eir,* 
said  I. 

"  '  And  I,'  anid  lie,  '  my  dear  boy,  am  on  the 
road  (o  your  good  mother's  house.  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  I  am  the  bcurcr  of  intelligence  ivliicti,  I 
fiear,  will  not  be  wetconie ;  but  I  can  only  say, 
that  it  will  not  cause  more  surprise  to  my 
IHends  at  the  cottage,  tlian  it  has  to  myself.' 

"  '  Wtiat  ifl  the  matter,  father!'  said  I,  with 
an  undefined  feeling  of_alann.  'What  has 
happened  ? ' 

" '  Neither  more  nor  less  than  the  sudden 
departure  of  our  pleasant  friend  CUrgc^,'  uid 
the  priest. 
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"  '  Ik  that  all!'  satd  I.greatl)-  relieved,  whjla 
a  feeling  of  joy  sliot  tlirou;;)!  iii)'  hcarL 

"  '  I^nougli  too,  I  tliiok,'  hmkI  Mograth, '  fur 
ibo»v  wl>u  enjoyed  bis  society, — and  wlio,  ljk« 
nur,  had  liop«(I — but,  jislia  \~~aa  nialter  what  i 
boped.  1  am  an  old  fool — and  I  fear  llial.  in 
tbiK  buitncM,  I  have  not  acted  prudently.  But 
Ood  knows!  I  acted  for  the  best;  and  tt  wai 
but  the  (lay  before  yesterday,  that  1  was  coit- 
gratulatinji  inysclf  on  the  prospect  of  seeing 
your  dear  ei&tcr  w  Miitably  and  luippily  mar- 
ried.—Well ! '— 

'"Nay,  iwy,  mydearBtrl'  rejoined  I, — my 
pride  being  a  little  hurt  at  tiie  view  wtucli 
Father  Alagratli  seemed  to  take  of  the  sub- 
ject; '  you  were  proceeding  very  rapidly  in 
your  conjcctureSi  if  you  tiwcubted  on  anj 
thing  of  tlio  kind.  Aly  mother  and  aioar 
bave  been,  no  doubt,  very  happy  to  receive 
Mr.  Clarges,  as  a  friend  of  youra; — and  in  tl>e 
absolute  dcartli  of  ull  society  about  here,  it 
was  as  natural  ihiit  they  should  alTord  Uiin.  as 
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be  alioukl  nvuU  hiimclf  of.  llie  oppor- 
tunity of  vuiting  pretty  olUti  at  tli«  cottage. 

B  But  beyond  that,  J  am  not  aware  of  Ajiytliing 
wliicK  should  authorise  us  to  look  u|>ou  hiin 

Kia  any  other  light,  than  that  of  an  agreeable 
acquauitauce :  and  I,  for  one,  hIiouM  cortamly 
not  have  consented  to  liia  addressing  my  sister 
in  any  mure  serious  character,  until  1  hiid  ub- 
tainvd  toiac  nuihentic  information  conceniing 

Vbid  slalion  and  connexion*.  He  i»  «  very 
plfloaant  companion,   unquestionably,   but   we 

BiBiuat  not  forget  that  wei  none  of  us,  know 
exactly  who  or  what  he  is.  He  came  to  this 
|nrt  of  the  world  for  bis  amuscineiil  or  con- 

tvcniencv;    and  I   presume   has   left   it   for  a 
tinilar  cause.     The  ladies  contrived  to  go  on 
Tcry  comfortably  before  he  came,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  ihcy  will  do  very  well  without  him, 
^Bow  that  lie  i»  gone.    There  i»  nothing  to 
^ftlMplain  of,  KM  far  na  I  tee, — and  as  far  bs 
H  I  am  concemed,  he  ia  heartily  welcome  to  take 
hii  departure.* 
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W'hetiicr  tlifi  wortliy  clergytnRn  was  tbe 
nffecled  indifTereDce 


not,  1 


can- 


(lupo  of  my 
mt  uy  1   but  be  stiook   bis  bead,   and  ob- 
served : 

*"Ah,  well!  he  loved  your  Btatet,  1  Awir. 
I  have  it  Troio  his  own  1ip«;  but  it  cannot 
be  helped  —  be  U  gone — Tor  tbe  present, 
at  any  rate.  A  letter  which  reached  him 
yesterday  crening,  coniaincd,  it  seems,  soiue 
news  that  obliged  hiiu  to  set  ofT  early  this 
morning,  on  his  return  to  England,  I  beliere; 
fur  he  did  not  tell  mc  eisctly.  But  be  was 
much  agitatcil.  and  requested  tliat  I  would 
convey  Ins  adieux  to  your  good  ladies,  saying 
that  Ik  trusted  it  would  not  be  very  long 
befuTu  he  renewed  his  delightful  acquninlanof 
with  them.' 

"  I  was  B  good  deal  surprised  to  bear  of 
this  abrupt  departure,  for  which  nothing  in 
the  Conduct  or  conversation  of  Clarges,  on  the 
previous  day,  bad  til  all  prepared  tne;  and 
yot  I  had  strong  misgivings  aa  to  tbe  reiility 
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,or  lliit  lummons  from  England,  which  lie 
tcgc(l  us  hi*  motive  Tor  quitting  Ciunrcnnan. 
\\'lij-  I  •liuuUI  h.ivc  «nt«rtjiinccl  n  doubt  re- 
npc^ting  nn  occurrence  witicli  Iran  neither  im- 
probable nor  untuunl,  I  can  hnrdljr  uy; — but 
Ifai  my  mind,  u  constant  cloud  of  suapirion 
BunjE  over  hU  procvcdings,  and  I  was,  almost 
BDConsciousty,  on  (lie  watch  for  eome  iivcidenl 
that  might  afford  me  convincing  proof  of  liis 
I  duplicity. 
I  '*  As  Father  Miigraih  rode  on  lo  execute 
lits  commiBSioti  at  the  cottage,  it  occurred  to 
uic  tlint  I  would  proceed  to  tlia  village,  and 
enquire  of  tlic  post-mnster,  wfaerher  any  letter 
lind  really  arrived  for  Mr.  Ctarges,  on  the 
j^rcccding  day.  Thia  oouM  be  no  very 
difficult  matter  tn  au-crtiun,  in  so  omall  » 
place,  wliorc  thv  number  of  tliose  who  wrote 
or  received  Icltcr;,  wiu  scarcely  nufficient  lo 
defray  ihv  expenses  of  the  croM-poal,  eatah- 
lulled  between  Clomvnnon  and  the  nearoit 
post  (own, ,  which  was  fire  miles  off. 
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"  On  making  the  enquiry,  however,  I  fouiicl 
th.it  not  only  had  do  letter  been  IransmiUed 
to  bill)  through  the  ofBcc,  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion, but  thnt  since  lie  biul  taken  up  ku 
abotic  in  the  village, — a  period  of  more 
than  two  months, — the  Clonrennan  letter-bug 
hud  never  contained  ■  aingk  Kne  directed 
to  Iiim.  ThU,  the  post-master  asisured  me, 
vras  n  fnct  ibat  could  be  relied  upon,  as  be 
had  noted  it  for  its  singularity.  In  the  case 
of  a  peraon  who  evidently  belonged  to  a 
superior  class  of  society. 

"  This  intelligence  naturally  eirengthened 
my  worst  suspiraons  respecting  him;  and  I 
now  felt  perfectly  convincird,  that,  if  be  wer« 
not  indeed  a  complete  adventurer,  which  vas 
difficult  to  Iteliere,  as  bis  manners  and  ap- 
pcnnince  certainly  indicated  a  porson  of  fauiily 
and  station, — be  had  some  very  strong  and  dis- 
creditable motive  for  concciLliiig  bia  real  name 
and  character. 

"  With  this  impression  on  my  mtnd,  al- 
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thoufjli  I  could  not  but  rejoice  at  hit  depar- 
ture, I  felt  great  uneasiness  at  the  thought  of 
tny  sinter  hnving  prrhnps  allowed  her  feelings 
to  be  serioualy  interested  in  fitrour  of  so  un- 
worthy an  object.  It  was  therefore,  n  grcst 
relief  to  me  to  And,  on  my  return  home,  tlist 
Gcraldine  appeared  to  be  in  no  degree 
aSeclud  by  the  communication  of  Father 
Magrath,  beyon<l  what  the  toss  of  an  a^e- 
able  addition  to  the  family  circle  might  be 
■upposed  to  jiutUfy.  My  mother  was  much 
stronger  in  her  cxprcsaions  of  regret ;  and 
I  could  easily  perceive  that  «lic  was  labouring 
under  a  very  keen  aense  of  disappointment, 
with  respect  to  the  result  of  an  atl'iir  which, 
aho  had  Battered  herself,  would  have  termi- 
nated so  happily  and  perhaps  briUiantlVi  for 
her  beloved  child. 

"  On  reflection,  howerer,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  the  itHlifference  of  Gerahline,  was  too 
ostentatious  to  be  genuine.  1  witnessed  none 
of  that  silent  musing  or  moody  abstraction  that 
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under  such  circuinstancea,  would  nadi rally 
have  cbnrnclerized  her  behaviour,  if  her  heart 
had  yielded  to  the  slightest  irapulsc  of  aOec- 
tion  for  the  person  who  had  so  Euddcnly  clU- 
appeared.  She  pursued  her  ordinary  avoca* 
tions  with  an  air  oF  cheerful  alacrity ;  occupint 
herself  wilh  her  music,  her  books,  and  her  flow- 
er«,  during  the  greater  jrart  of  the  morning,  aiid 
in  tlic  afternoon,  proposed  (o  roc  lo  take  n 
drive  in  the  jiony-chatsc  witlt  her.  To  ihii 
I  willingly  consented,  and  during  our  excur- 
sion, I  was  still  more  surprised  to  ob»cn'e  thai 
slw  kept  up  hor  epiniB  to  the  same  pitd), 
talking  and  laughing  with  great  animaiiun, 
and  adopting  a  serious  tone,  only  whrn  she 
alluded  lo  my  approaching  departure  for 
India. 

'*  This  ovei^ncting  on  her  part,  defeated  it^ 
own  purpose.  I  saw  that  ahe  was  endeavour- 
ing to  conceiil  her  real  sentiments  from  me,— 
and  this  conviction  of  course  produced  in  me 
u  corresponding  anxiety  to  delect  the  extent 
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and  motive  of  the  concealment,  Dctcrtnincd 
at  all  hazard)!  to  penetrate  the  niyitcr}-,  I  at 
_«ioe,  and  rather  nbruplly,  taxed  her  with 
ftt  of  confidence  in  nio, — declared  that  I 
had  been  for  Koine  time  awdrc  of  her  real  Fcvl- 
ingi  towards  CUrgea,  attd  conjured  lier,  ax 
she  valued  my  hapfHneas  and  her  own,  to 
Iflll  me  whether  any  engagement  Bubeisletl  be- 
tween them. 

"  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  lo  detail  the  par- 
ticubrs  of  the  conversation  that  ensued.  It 
will  Hullice  to  say,  that  Clargea  had,  not  un- 
MicccMfulIy,  sought  to  win  her  afU'ctions,  and 
that  the  object  of  liis  present  journey  to  Eng- 
land, of  which  he  had  contrived  »«crelly  tu 
apprise  her,  on  the  previoua  day,  was  to 
•olicii  in  penoa,  the  permission  of  hia  uncle, 
on  whom  he  waa  in  a  great  measure  de- 
Itendent,  to  unite  himself  to  her  without  delay. 
In  the  went  of  Ida  obtaining  this  sanction, 
be  should,  he  staled,  return  to  Clonrcnuaa 
within  n  month. 
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*'  This  announcement,  instead  of  removing 
my  apprehensions,  only  increased  my  aUrm. 
Had  (he  motirc  which  he  asHigned  been  Uie 
real  cauw  of  bit  departure,  there  could  have 
been  no  ground  for  mystery  or  concealment; 
on  the  contruy  i  aware  aa  he  mutt  hare  liecn 
of  the  dittrust  vrilh  which  I  viewed  him,  he 
would  have  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  removing  my  douhttt  hs  to  his  intentional 
and  had  he  been  able  to  produce,  for  my 
RAtitfaction,  authentic  proofs  of  the  correct- 
ness of  bis  elatement,  he  was  u-ell  aware  that 
1  should  have  contemplated  the  prospect  of 
bis  allianec,  witli  no  adverse  fecltng!>.  On  the 
other  band,  if  he  were  to  find  hi4  friends 
inexorably  opposed  to  his  marriage  with  Oe* 
raldine,  he  knew  that  the  family  pride,  winch 
was  not  the  least  conspicuous  trait  in  my 
character,  would  prompt  me  to  release  him 
at  once,  as  far  a«  my  influence  was  concerned, 
from  his  conditional  engagement. 
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"  Tlius,  had  hia  views  been  really  bonoiir- 
tblc,  he  had  no  motive  for  concealmeal,  but, 
oo  the  contrary,  every  inducement  to  can- 
dour. Under  these  circumatanccE,  ha  con- 
duct eecincd  unnccountnblc.  But  the  truth 
fiulied  upon  my  mind  at  onecl  1  was  con- 
vinced tliat  h«  had  anticipated  iin  effort  on 
tny  part  to  eooic  lo  an  explnnnlion,  which  he 
had  hut  loo  good  u  reaHun  Tor  wiihing  to 
avoid  1  and  ihia  sudden  departure  from  Clon- 
rennan  wiu  intended  in  tlic  firtt  pbce,  to  lull 
■uiiptcion,  and  »econdly  lo  get  rid  of  the 
restraint  whkh  my  presence  bad  oceasioncd 
in  bia  inlercourae  with  the  family. 

"  lie  knew  ttuit  it  won  not  in  my  power 
(o  extend  tbv  pcriotl  of  my  visit  to  the  cottage, 
beyond  llie  next  fortnight;  and  when  be 
■tiould  be  Mcure  that  my  departure  for  India 
had  relefued  him  from  the  species  of  personal 
responsibility  which  the  brother  of  Gvraldine 
could  alone  succeed  in  fixing  upon  him, — it 
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was,    no    (loabt,  Iim    intmtton   lo   relaro  to 
i  Cbareniuia ; — with  whitt  vi«ws,   I   shuddered 
to  diink  I 

"  Mow  accurately  I  had  estimated  his  cha- 
racter, and  appreciated  bid  buenca,  the  re- 
suit  will  but  too  plainly  shew.  But  I  found 
it  inpoMiblc  to  impress  either  my  mother  ot 
nty  tiater  with  a  due  vensc  of  the  dantier 
which  appeared  to  me  to  threaten  tbe  peace 
of  our  fatnily.  Geraldine,  frank,  unsuspicious, 
oonBdfag,  alike  from  her  natural  diupmition, 
from  her  extreme  youth,  and  from  (he  circum- 
utances  of  her  education,  could  not  believe 
in  the  posribility  of  aoch  villany  on  the  part 
of  one  ao  apecious  in  appearance,  so  pUiuihIe 
in  huguagc,  so  fascinating  in  manners :  nor 
couM  I  indeed  venture  to  expresH  to  her  the 
full  extent  of  my  suspicions.  It  was  ccitainly 
more  to  be  wondered  at  that  my  motlicr  was 
■niiccesaible  to  my  reaMning  on  the  subject: 
but  although  of  an  age  when  caution  and 
mistrust  seem  natural   to   the  human  mim). 
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her  long  ticclusion  from  (he  world,  in  depriving 
her  uf  iliat  vxpcriencv  which  she  would  pro- 
bably have  oiherwitc  obtained,  bad  afforded 
but  few  occurrcticea  colculaled  to  alter  the 
early  and  unsophisticated  iniprvMions  of  a 
oingulurly  artless  character. 

"  She  proini»etl  however,  at  my  earnest 
entreaty,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intercourse 
between  Clargea  iind  the  fiimily  of  the  cottage, 
Rhould  lie  return  without  Kuch  documents  as 
would  leave  no  <loubt  on  her  mind  concerning 
his  rcH|>ectnbilily,  and  should  he  have  failed 
to  procure  the  consent  of  his  near  relatives  to 
his  tnarriiige  with  my  fitter. 

"  Not  content  with  these  reiterated  warn- 
ings addrettftcd  to  (ho^e  more  ijnmediately 
cuticerncd,  I  strenuously  urged  on  father 
Magmih  the  neceanty  of  caution  and  vigihuictr 
in  a  matter  in  which  the  worthy  priest  seemed 
to  take  a  patenuil  interest;  and  although  his 
impressions  in  favour  of  Clarges  wciv  nearly 
lis  strong  as  those  of  my  mother  and  sister, 
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he  (lid  not  hesitste  to  give  mo  the  required 
pledge.  To  his  care,  as  to  the  only  male 
friend  on  whom  1  could  relj*  for  assistance  ui 
Buch  a  positiun  of  affiturs,  t  solemnly  confided 
the  guardianship  of  Oeralduic'n  happin(.-««. 
Mid  the  honour  of  my  family;  and  when,  with 
a  bursting  heart,  and  »  apirit  too  truly  pru- 
phetic  of  evil,  1  took  n  long,  and  what,  al&i ! 
was  fated  to  be  a  last  farewell  of  my  beloved 
mother  and  ^ator,  I  felt  some  slight  degree 
of  consolation  in  reflecting  that  I  lefl  near 
them  a  friend  wbO|  though  bound  to  ihcm  by 
no  lies  of  kindred,  was  u  ardently  interested 
in  llieir  welfare,  and  as  anxinux  to  conlribule 
to  it  by  every  menna  in  his  power,  as  if  tliey 
had  possessed  the  strongest  claims  of  blootl  oti 
his  good  oftices. 

"  1  shall  not  dwell  on  the  separation  fruni 
every  thing  tliHt  I  loved  best  in  the  world. 
Such  scenes  »rc  distressing  enough,  without 
the  anticipation  of  evils  like  those  which  I 
had  but  too  much  cause  to  dread ;  and  the 
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prospect  of  t  remote  re-unlon  caii  do  but  little 

to  alleviate   thn    bitt«rneas  of   parting,   even 

wben  youth  and  health  combine  their  chances 

in  our   fuvour.     But  the  gradually  declining 

state  of  my  mother  justified  (he  most  gloomy 

apprcben&toQs   with   respect   to  her  j  nnd  no 

MDi  I  will  tenturc  to  say,  ever  bade  adieu  to 

I  hix  bonie  with  a  more  depreulng  feeling  of 

doapondency  tlmn  ttiat  with  which  I  took  leave 

|iof  the  scenes  of  my  childhood  and  early  youth. 

"  1  had  been  upwards  of  nine  months  at 

Madras,  before  1  obtained  any  tidings  of  my 

family ;  and  my  anxiety  was  great  to  ascertAtn 

how  matters  were  going  on  at  home.       Uut 

painiul  and  almost  agonizing  as  was  lbi«  state 

\oi  siupeniie,  1  look  back  to  it  as  n  period  of 

[enviable    happiness,    compared    with    what  I 

:  tuScred  when  these  fluctuating  doubts  were 

exchanged  lor  A  dreadful  certainty. 

"  At  length,  a  packet  from  Guro|w  arrived. 
[It  ODotuined  not  a  line  from  cither  my  mother 
jpr  my  sister,  but  corwialed  of  »  tetter  Iroin 
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Father  Magnth, — tcucely  intelligible  in  Etjle, 
ami  alnou  iUegtUe  in  hand-writing  from  (lie 
Bviilcnl  grief  anil  agitation  of  the  writer,- 
quaiating  mc  that  Getaldine  had  eloped  Iroin 
Clontennan  with  Clargee,  about  two  month' 
(irevioujljr,  and  that  ray  mother,  worn  out  ami 
heart-broken  by  tbia  cruel  blow,  Uy  at  the 
point  or  death! 

"  My  feelings,  on  the  receipt  of  tbia  dread- 
M  intelligence,  may  be  imagined ;  but  it  is 
impoHibW  to  describe  them.  Such  an  accurau- 
Ution  of  tcififortunc,  in  its  worst  shape— tor 
there  wm  but  too  miicli  reason  to  fear  that  it 
woa  nccompatiied  by  (li>gmce,— would.  1  think, 
have  almost  deprived  mc  of  reason,  had  nul 
tlie  ardent  desire  of  rerrngc  taken  posses&ioo 
of  my  heart,  and  sustained  me  in  the  exerliom 
which  1  was  immediately  called  upon  to  make, 
fur  the  enravehnent  of  this  &lal  mystery. 

"  For  many  diiys  und  nights,  scarcely  a  par> 
(icle  of  food  passed  my  lips ;  nor  did  Kleep 
once  visit  my  fevered  frome ;  but  I  fell  not  the 
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veaknesa  and  exiiaustion  which  usually  result 
from  neglecting  to  recruit  the  vital  power*. 

"  Having  applicil  fur,  nnci  obtained  a  yi-ar's 
leave  ufubsenfe,  on  urgent  private  alTHirs,  1  itn- 
niediately  embarked  for  England,  in  n  state  of 
mind  bordering  on  disirnctiun.  AUs !  »  letter 
met  me  at  St.  Heletui,  ntliicti  eompleted  the 
measure  of  my  affliction.  Tbv  sorrows  of  my 
beloved  mother  were  at  an  end!  She  had 
fiurtivcd  the  dalo  of  Magnith's  former  letter 
but  nx  weeks.  She,  the  iiioit  affectionate  and 
tender  of  nwthers,  tlie  most  exemplary  of 
women,  had  sunk  into  the  grave,  unsoothed 
by  ttie  presence  of  any  one  on  whose  atten- 
tions she  |K>Messed  a  natural  claim ; — cruelly 
dvicrted  by  one  of  her  children,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  by  several  thousand 
miles! — wounded  in  her  ntust  ancred  feelings 
— despairing — heart-broken — and  supported 
in  tlie  last  mumcnlK  of  her  desolate  existence, 
only  by  one  who  was  a  stnwger  alike  to  her 
country,  her  kindreil,  and  her  faith!     But  if 
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the  MHKtuities  of  a  sinoere  am)  disinteresteii 
friendibip — the  sjrmpKthjr  of  on  honest  and 
upright  heart,  could  have  alleviatecl  aorrom 
such  HB  herx, — the  devoted  soUcittitIc  with 
which  Father  Magrath  watted  on  her  dtach* 
bed,  nud  ministered  to  her  laat  wants,  would 
not  have  been  bestowed  in  vain. 

"  Although  his  restricted  mcaua  and  ibe 
infirin  atate  of  hi*  health  made  it  mntter  not 
only  of  incoDTenience,  but  difficult)-  for  him 
to  leave  Oonrennan,  I  found  the  worthy  priest 
awaiting  my  arrival  in  London,  anxious  to 
spare  me  the  pain  of  reTtriting  a  spot  where 
every  object  that  presented  itself  to  view, 
would  serve  but  to  aggravate  my  suffcringa,— 
and  desirous  to  afibrd  tnc,  wttli  h!i  little  delay 
aa  |>oe«ble,  whatever  aatUfaction  i  might  de- 
rive from  the  detailed  account  of  my  mts- 
fortunea,  aa  far  aa  they  came  within  bis 
knowledge. 

"  There  was,  however,  little  to  he  told, 
beyoad  what  I  already  knew.    A  few  weeks 
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aHet  m)-  depBrtiirc,  Clorgcs  had  returned  to 
Clonrennan,  and  with  every  appearaoee  of 
chagrin  and  d».i{>pointm«nI,  acknowledged  tu 
i'albor  Mugrntli,  that  he  had  failed  in  obtain- 
ing (he  cnntent  of  bis  uncle  to  his  marriage 
with  Gcrnldijie.  He  then  suliciied  nn  inter- 
tiew  with  my  mother,  io  vrbich  be  made  a 
»iinilar  admission,  dechiring  at  the  same  time, 
his  detcrtnination  to  murry  Miu  Vesey,  io 
defiaflCB  of  the  authority  uf  liia  friends,  ifmy 
inotlicr  would  sanciion  tlioir  union.  Under 
any  circumstances,  my  mother's  pride  would 
probably  have  revolted  at  such  a  propoMiion; 
—but  when,  In  oJdiliun  to  the  nMirtificntiotia 
whicli  iny  eistcr  was  likely  to  encounter  in 
such  an  alliance,  she  took  into  view  the 
chance*  of  poverty  and  privation, — for  Clarges 
professed  to  b«  entirely  dependent  on  bis 
iindc  ami  bta  own  prultMsional  exertions  for 
support, — there  seemed  no  alternative  but  at 
uiice  la  put  nn  end  to  so  unprupitious  an 
attachment. 
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"  She,  llicrofore,  with  very  sincere  regret, 
informed  liiin  thnt  nil  intercourse  betwecD 
Gcratdinc  and  himeclf  muM  ceaK ;  sod  he 
retired,  i>pi>Brfiilly  overwltelmed  with  grief. 

"  When  tlie  result  of  his  visit  w«)  com- 
luunieateil  to  my  sister,  6he  appeared  ilreplj' 
affected,  and  for  two  or  three  dnyt,  shut  her-, 
self  up  in  her  room,  refusing  to  see  any  one 
or  to  go  llirough  oven  the  ceremony  of  her 
ordinary  meals.  At  lengtli  one  mornint;,  on 
my  uiotJier  entering  tier  apnrtmetit,  before 
breakfast,  she  wus  startled  to  find  it  unte- 
nanted. Search  was  made  for  Geraldine  in 
the  house, — but  in  vain.  A  messenger  wan 
then  despatchi'd  to  Clonrennan,  to  C'1arp:et*i 
lodging*,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  he  bad 
quitted  the  village  that  morning  about  live 
o'clock,  in  a  |>ost^aise  which  he  had  sent 
for  to  the  neighbouring  town  on  tlie  previous 
evening. 

"  A  variety  of  facts  and  coincidences 
it  is  aniKC<-t«ary  to  dciuil,  put  it  Koon  In 
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M  doubt,  that  Geraldine  Imcl  «ccom[>uni«(l 
him ;  and  the  despair  of  my  poor  mother  iiiay 
be  eaiily  imagined.  Father  Magralh  vohin- 
tecred  to  |;o  in  pur«tiit  of  the  fligilires,  and 
cucceedcti  in  tracing  ihem  to  Donegal  i — from 
thence  they  had  darted,  in  anotlicr  cl>aif«  And 
pair;  but  the  poat-boy  who  drove  lliem,  re- 
ported that  vhcn  they  were  about  two  mllea 
out  of  the  town,  they  were  met  by  a  private 
carriage  with  poil'horscs,  which  slopped  at  a 
■hort  distance  i  upon  which  CUrges  obliged 
htti  own  postihon  to  alight,  and  having  paid 

hint  the  amount  of  the  whole  stage  to , 

the  town  to  which  he  wa*  to  have  driren 
them, — compelled  him  to  turn  back,  and  re- 
Irnce  his  stops  to  Donegal, — without  being  able 
to  ascertain  from  whence  ihc  other  post-boy 
had  come — the  two  carriages  being  too  far 
■part  from  each  other,  to  admit  of  his  recog- 
iiUing  the  driver  as  belonging  to  any  of  the 
irfaig  post-mastcra.  All,  therefore, 
that  the  post-boy  could  state  vn  the  subject, 
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wu,  that  the  buly  nnd  gentleiuui  walked  off 
io  tlie  direction  of  the  other  carringc,  into 
which,  be  supposed  they  got ; — but  aa  to  the 
rood  which  they  subsequently  took,  U  wu 
Impossible  to  tell. 

"  The  clue,  thus  lost,  wsa  never  reco* 
Enquiry  wa»  made  in  every  direction,— th«' 
post-masters  witliiti  a  circuit  of  several  milet 
interrogated, — every  town  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Ulster  visited  in  vain.  Week  after  week, 
and  month  after  montli,  passed  witliout  any 
tidings  of  her  lost  child  reaching  the  ngoniied 
mother.  But  what  carried  home  to  lier  mind 
the  conviction  that  ruin  and  disgrace  had 
followed  Geraldinc's  act  of  disobedience,  was 
the  fact,  that  ttie  particular  enquiries  which 
my  mother  made,  through  some  of  her  £ng- 
Ibli  friends,  concerning  the  connexions  of 
Clargcs,  were  completely  fruitless.  She  »oon 
asccrtnined,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  no  family 
of  the  name  resided  in  that  part  of  Devonshire 
wliere  he  had  fixed  their  imaginary  abode,^ 
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nor,  indeed,  wu  the  nunc  lo  be  found  tliroiigh- 
out  llic  whole  county. 

"  'I'be  fittAl  effbcu  of  this  overwhelmmg 
calamity  i-n  my  beloved  inotlier,  httve  been 
■Irewly  told ;  and  little  rematni  lo  be  added. 
1  apent  the  period  of  my  leaYe,  in  trftvclting 
over  the  three  klngdoma,  in  every  direction 
wliorc  I  fnticied  u  posiiibility  of  obtaining  in* 
telligcnee  of  my  unfortunate — my  lost  sister  t 
But  all  niy  rcscarcheH  were  unavAiling ;  and  I 
mu  at  length  obliged  to  return  to  my  duty 
Indi«i  with  It  spirit  broken  by  grief,  and 
writhing  under  an  insupportable  senae  of  dis- 
honour;— with  the  dearetit  aBectlonB  of  my 
heart  blighted, — my  fondest  hopes  scattered 

the  winds, — and  my  ardent  desire  of  re- 
venge on  the  detested  author  of  my  misery,— 
baffled, — as  I  much  feared,  for  ever ! 

"  Since  that  period,  the  events  of  my  life, 
however  numerous  and  varied  in  themselves, 
foreign  to  the  subject  of  this  narrative; 
nor  had  anything  occurred  to  revive  my  e»- 
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tinguisbed  hope  of  a  discovery,  whicli  vouU 
now,  alas!  be  nothing  but  a  renewed  Kource 
of  unavailing  grief, — until  ibc  day  when  1 
first  MW  your  ladyship  at  ihc  British  Galleiy. 
The  moment  my  eyes  rested  upon  your 
countenance,  I  was  transfixed — bewildered  !— 
for  I  beheld  the  exact  counter|>art  of  tho«e 
beloved  features,  so  deeply  and  painfully  im- 
pressed on  my  memory;  such  as  I  had  seen 
ihcm  four-and-twcnty  years  before,  blooming 
in  health,  and  beaming  with  youth  and  tnoo- 
cence !  When  1  nftcrwards  saw  you  at  the 
o)>era, — the  re$embliince  seemed  to  mo,  if  poa- 
Kible,  still  more  stridtngi — and  so  well  did  it 
Btand  the  test  of  conijyarison  with  the  miniature 
which  has  never  \e(t  my  bosom  for  a  single 
hour,  »ince  1  parted  with  my  eistcr,  that  1  at 
once  felt  convinced  it  was  no  fortuitous  sitni- 
larily  of  feiiluro  or  expression, — and  delcr- 
mined,  at  all  haxards,  to  pursue  the  lualter 
farther. 
"  The  knowledge  of  your  ladyship's  nnme 
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snil  rniik  tinving  referred  uic  to  the  peernges, 
1  wait  ctKOuraged  to  proceed  in  my  emjuiries, 
by  observing  tliat  tliose  works  wer«  silent 
u  10  your  origin  and  connexions.  Unwilling 
to  tnut  m  third  party  with  a  secrt-t  ho  dtwply 
nflecliitg  the  honour  of  my  faniily,  1  thought 
it  most  Bdriuble  to  venture  on  a  |>cr>onal  up- 
plicstion  to  your  l«dysiiip,  and  solicited  an 
interview  accordingly. 

"  Your  kiiidncKK  has,  hitlierlo,  not  diaap- 
pointcd  my  expectations,  and  1  noii-  wait,  In 
trembling  imiuticncc,  for  tlte  communtcAliun 
of  thoae  fact*  which,  I  am  convinced,  you 
alone  can  supply,  in  aid  of  tny  mournful  tti* 
roMligalion,  and  the  knowledge  of  which,  I 
contidcnlly  hope,  may  at  least  ailbrd  tlie  con- 
doUiion  of  certainty  to  Morrow*  long  enhanced 
and  aggravated  by  the  moNt  jiainful  Epccieti  of 
doubt. 

*'  Wtmt  arc  my  hopes — my  expectations — I 
dure   kcarcely    acknowledge,   even  to  myself. 
till  tne  can  I  venture  to  express  them  here. 
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But  tlie  cxtniordinBry  reeeuiblaiiM, — the  cii- 
cunutsnce  of  the  two  minUturet, —  in  at)' 
mind,  admit  of  but  one  explanation ;  and  thil 
explatiAtion  can  tcarcely  fall  to  linvc  suggeslei) 
itself  to  you.  A  few  days  will,  I  truiit,  decidr 
whether  I  Imve  indeed  been  misled  by  iwli 
unaccountable  coincidencea.  In  tJie  mcwitinK, 
Ihix  brief  statement  will  serve  to  exonerate 
me  from  the  charge  of  unwarrantably  seek- 
ing to  inveRtigate  the  private  alTiiira  of  a 
Mranger,  and  explain  anything  which  niighl 
(ttlierwtttc  nppoar  extraardinary  in  my  be- 
haTiotir  to  your  ladyship." 


It  doe*  not  exactly  niit  our  pkn  to  italo. 
tliiH  precise  point  of  our  liialory,  the  manner  or 
degree  in  which  Lady  Belvedere  whk  aflecied 
liy  (he  pcniKul  of  the  foregoing  narrative. 
Before  the  reader  can  appreciate  her  feelings 
on  the  occasion,  it  will  be  necessary  for  him 
to  be  put  in  posaeBsion  of  certain  facts  re* 
lating   In  her  oarly  history,  to  which  be  i-' 
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■t  jret  A  stranger ;— but  Rs  the  period  at  which 
be  ntuit  be  made  acquainted  with  them,  is  by 
no  means  fiir  distant,  we  ore  Mtisficd  that 
he  will  consent  to  represa  bin  curiosity  on  the 
subject,  until  the  information  in  question  is 
rcfjularly  dcreloped  in  the  legitimate  course  of 
our  story.  It  wilt  here  suffice  to  say,  that 
having  read  C<)loiiel  Veaey's  statement  with 
attention,  and  pondered  long  and  deeply  oii 
its  contents,  she  proceeded,  according  to  his 
express  permission,  to  communicate  them  to 
Mrs.  NorclilTe,  who,  after  having  well  weighed 
all  the  circumstancea  of  the  afFidr,  fully  con- 
curred  in  the  propriety  of  Lady  Belvedere's 
conduct,  and  willingly  consented  to  be  present 
at  the  promised  intervieWi  to  which  our  hero- 
ine looked  forward  with  conaideruble  anxiety. 

To  the  other  individuals  of  the  party,  Lady 
Belvedere  announced  tliat  Colonel  Vesey  was 
about  to  8i>end  a  few  diiys  at  the  abbey ;  and 
as  lie  was  well  known  to  Mr.  T.vringham  as  a 
man  of  family  and  respectability,  there  was 
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nolliing  in  the  projccled  visit  liket)-  to  excite 
EiirpriMi  or  «frord  ground  for  spccuklton. 
Lrjril  Belvedere  was  too  tuucb  occupied  with 
the  business  of  the  election,  to  bestow  ameh 
thought  on  the  proceedings  of  an  elderly  nxtxib ) 
and  the  wliple  of  the  Oricntnl  Club  might  havF 
migrated  en  nkww  from  llunovcr  S(|uaTe  to 

iditre,  iiml  invested  the  nhbt-y  in   Tonn, — 

without  hU  thinking  It  worth  his  whdc  to 
tcrutinixe  the  motives  of  their  ex{ieclition,  or 
interfere  with  their  peculiar  manner  of  rarrj- 
iiig  on  their  approaches.  As  to  Mr.  Tyiinfi- 
hum,  h«  hailed  with  delight  the  arrival  ol' 
nn  acqiinintancc,  whose  proficiency  in  the 
Kciraice  of  whiM  iifTorded  some  slight  hopes 
of  a  more  satisfiictory,  iind  more  frequent 
rtibber  than  he  had  yet  enjoyed  at  Belvedere 
Abbey. 

"  Umph !  »o  fur   so  good ! "    nwntally  i^oh- 
loquized   be.      "  Wc    ihall  do   rather   Ijeller 

now,  vritli  Vcwy.    It  ti  a  pity  S or 

T is  not  here.    Mrs.  Norcliffe  ia  a<> 
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bad  band  at  tbc  game — though  she  has  «  fool- 
ish prejudice  ogdinst  shorU;  but  as  for  my 
nephew, — he  u  good  for  nolhing  but  icarU, 
Bttd  not  first-rate  at  that  cither.  Well,  well ! 
I  ve  can't  have  every  thing.  Caroline  is  a  good 
ire,  and  there  arc  not  three  houses  in 
nd  witli  such  a  cook." 


VOL.  n. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


The  dtiy — the  eventful  day  of  nomination  ar- 
tirtd;  tnd  never  did  Guelpb  and  Obibcline, 
Zegri  and  Abencerrage,  or  Jesuit  and  Jan> 
•emit,  viev  each  other  with  more  unmitigated 
hmtility  tlian  tliat  which  existed  in  the  cor- 
)M>nition  of  Talkington,  between  tlic  rcspoctiTc 
tupportcra  of  the  two  houftes,  whose  claims  to 
aupremucy  were  about  to  come  into  such  deei- 
live  collision. 

Each  party  felt  that  fanatical  devotion  to 
their  cause,  lo  conspicuous  wherever  the  ge- 
nerous impuUe  of  public  virtue  is  strcngtb- 
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en«d  and  direcied  by  the  more  philosophiciU 
cakulstiona  of  private  interest:  for  the  pure 
flAnus  orputriutisui  never  burns  so  brightly,  as 
when  fed  by  the  same  oil,  whose  lubricating 
quAlilici  ue  m  csnential  to  the  working  of  the 
machinery  ofgovcramcnt;  and  the  most  awful 
cxplofliom  of  political  as  veil  as  religious  en- 
thusiasm, are  ever  produced,  where  the  match 
b  applied  tlirougli  the  touch-hoh;  of  the 
pocket. 

The  ERomtng  dawned  with  unusual  apien- 
doitr;  and  at  an  early  hour,  the  loiig,  strag- 
gling, and  tortuous  main  street  of  Talkington, 
picMnted  a  very  guy  aitd  animated  appenr> 
aoce. 

The  centre  window  of  the  "Calvcrley  Anns," 
where  our  hero's  committee  met  and  conducted 
the  busiocsB  of  his  election,  displayed  a  tu- 
I»erb  crimiton  lilk  fliig,  with  the  talismanic, 
nnd  now  perfectly  safe  watchword,  "Calveriey 
and  Ileform,"  richly  embroidered  thereon,  in 
gold    letters   of   moat    gigantic    dimensiont  i 
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called  into  political  existence  by  tfae  vivifying 
brealli  of  reform ;  who,  as  he  stood  at  hi« 
shop-door,  with  hu  hands  in  his  breeches- 
pockets,  and  his  legs  extended  across  the 
aperture,  d  ta  Harry  the  Eighth,  presented 
in  bis  brief  parley  with  the  electioneering 
whippers-in, —  a  meet  edifying  contrast  to 
iheir  obsequious  and  deferential  tnanncr  to* 
wards  him.  by  the  air  of  haughty  inde- 
pendence, with  which  he  gave,  or  the  look 
of  sulky  defiance  with  whidi  he  refused, 
the  solidle«1  promise. 

As  to  the  /teopte, — par  itMutenee — the  elaaa 
concerning  whom  so  much  is  said  by  all 
parties,  and  for  whose  interests  M>  little  is 
done  by  any, — the  "  great  unwashed,"  who 
console  thetii*elves  on  these  occasions,  for 
the  want  of  an  active  share  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  day,  by  baring  all  the  noixe  to  them- 
selves,— (leli-nnined,  If  ihpy  cannot  out-vote, 
that  tliey  will  at  least  OMZ-roar  their  uppo-' 
nents, — the  jKopte  were  in  high  good-humour, 
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taJ  ftiOj  beat   oo   naldng    the  most  of  i 
psriod  tIkM  bdd  ont  the  proepect  of  an  agttc 
Me  dntatioB   froa  tbe   nonotonotu   eonn^^i 
vTtlidraBtanee.  4^^ 

Vbk  vu  the  noBDRiptioa  of  porter,  and 
the  deamd  for  pipcf ,  in  the  seren) 
«tth  which  the  to«rn  was  plentifully 
;  in  Mue  of  which,  the  Undlordfr,  it 
hwtfottei,  were  so  HbenJ  as  to  fumuh  tln-n- 
UsMl  priaed  kixuricc  gntis.  or  at  leo^l,  oo  a 
bMis  of  cncfa  extended  crtdit,  as  to  render 
their  future  re^nburtetnent  by  th«  consumers, 
Ihw  pfoblwieticti,  But  although  this 
of  patriotic  ho^rutolily  was  practised 
mdiFcriminately  bjr  the  aulergista  io  the 
inltrru  of  both  putJei,  Calverley  wits  de- 
odedly  the  favourite  among  the  numerous 
doss  who  hod  rotrrjr  without  votes ;  and  >|nte 
of  the  Tyringham  clap-trap  above  alluded 
tO| — "reform"  maintained  its  ground,  and 
apimlcd  o»ore  forcibly  to  their  predilcotiona, 
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tlie  most  venerable,  if  not  the  most  in- 
telligible humbug  of  the  two. 

But  B8  some  houra  must  cUpse  before  ttie 
candiilateit  arc  put  in  nominAtion  at  the  bust- 
ingt.  we  lui<re  time  to  en(|uire  what  our  bero  in 
doing  in  the  interTal. 

^^liile  he  was  dressing,  a  note  was  brought 
to  him,  which  hud  arrived  by  a  special  mes- 
senger from  the  toirn.     It  waa  as  follows, — 


'*  Cahffrky  Arms , — Mormiiig,  S  o'clock. 
"JIt  Dear  Harby, 
"  I  write  to  jrou  from  my  bed,  beiJtg  anxious 
to  apprise  you  aa  early  as  possible  of  my 
arrival.  How  I  summoned  resolution  to  un- 
dertake *uch  a  journey.  1  can  hardly  tell; 
but  having  given  you  some  reason  to  hope 
that  J  would  be  present  at  your  ovation, 
I  reaolvod  not  to  disappoint  you,  so  I  Bcrsed 
the  "  (empora  moUia  fandi, "  attacked  old 
in  a  yielding    moineni,    and  obtained 
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my  leave.  Whereupon  my  inrnluable  rtaif 
ritrr  packed  my  portmanteau, — lowered  me 
by  ft  crane  from  my  fifEl-floor  window  hiui 
my  britaka — and  here  I  am. 

"  I  find  tbis  is  ibe  day  of  nomination,  so 
I  muat  {waidvely  get  up  in  time  to  meet  yoti 
al  the  hoBtuigs,  altbcHigh  much  inclined  tu 
kkcp  Tor  a  few  hours  longer,  if  indeed  the 
Itorrid  row  going  on  in  the  street,  and  ihc 
constant  flapping  before  my  window,  of  some- 
thing red,  that  looks  like  a  Brobdij^imgiwit 
buMlanB.  but  which  I  suspect  b  your  dro' 
ptmm, — would  allow  of  my  dozing. 

"  The  borough  of  Talktngton  i«  evidently 
very  drunk ; — and  it  passes  my  imagination  to 
conjecture  what  will  be  t)>e  nocturnal  condition 
of  «  town  "wbooe  eyes  are  set  al  eight  in 
th*  morning."  1  expect  to  be  stunned  with 
voetAmHis  patriotism,  and  poisoned  with  the 
fbmee  of  gin^nd-biitrrs  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  from  the  aweet  Toieea  of  your  fbturo 
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constiluents  ;  but  n'importe,  an  English  elec- 
tion IB  a  thing  per  ae,  I  am  told ;  and  we  muit 
study  the  constitution  of  our  country,  evea 
lit  the  expense  of  our  own. 

"  Do  lend  ine  word  when  and  whereabouts 
1  shall   find   you  at    l]ie  hustings ;  or  if  you 
can,  call  for  me  here  on  your  way. 
"  Erer  yours, 

"  FiTZHOY  IJ.  LUMLBY." 


This  note  produced  a  very  pressing  rctiuest 
from  I  Inrry,  cordially  seconded  by  Sir  Hugh,— 
who,  although  lie  bad  no  personal  ac(|uainl- 
ance  with  Liimley,  was  hospitably  anxious  to 
pay  him  every  iitlcntion  ru  the  fri«nd  of  our 
hero, — that  the  amiable  faintoHl  would  join 
them  at  the  hall  in  litne  for  a  substantial 
twelve  o'clock  breakfast ; — and  after  accom- 
puiytng  them  to  (he  hustings,  return  with 
then  and  lake  up  his  abode  at  Calverleyt 
during  the  remainder  of  the  election. 
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To  render  the  sumaioiu  more  efiective.  a 
earrittge  wu  fortliwitli  (lupntcltcd  to  llie  CtU 
Terloy  Arms,— with  direclioiu  to  the  driver, 
not  to  return  without  ibe  body  of  Cnptain 
Fitxroy  .Liimlcy,  of  His  Mfjeaty's  Grenadier 
Rcgimrnt  of  Foot  GuHrds.  ThU  pert^tnplor; 
liospiUtllty  was  by  no  tneana  displeaaiog  to 
tlitl  worthy  persoiMge,  who  (hough  he  pro> 
reeled  a  great  love  of  solitude  in  the  abstract, 
waa  not  so  completely  saurage  in  hte  notioiu, 
aa  to  prefer  the  doubtful  and  noisy  scchuion 
of  a  third-rate  country  tno,  during  an  election, 
with  all  the  din  of  the  "rascail  rout,"  to 
enhance  the  horrors  of  bad  cookery,  aour 
wine,  ill-stulTed  chairs,  cushionless  ao&a,  low 
roonu,  Sic,  to  the  sonety  of  a  welt-filW 
country  bouse  of  a  ccrratn  order;  where  tiie 
absence  of  poisitive  independence,  wai  in  a 
(food  ineustire  compensated  by  the  prcsenn- 
of  all  those  luxuries,  so  well  dcacribod  by 
Luttretl,  83  the  anjterftu  *i  n6ci!*$mre. 


IIARHY   CALVKRLET. 


227 


Accordingly,  be  determined  at  once  to 
surrender  himwlf  for  a  few  days  into  tucb 
Mttsfactory  custody;  uid  having  complied 
vtitli  lii»  inttnictions  to  the  letter,  lie  en* 
tercd  the  brcnkfast-room  at  Calverley  Matl^ 
just  as  the  electioneering  party  had  assem- 
bled tu  fortify  themselves  against  the  fatigues 
of  the  day. 

I'luR  entrfe  into  a  numerous  circle  of  people 
Willi  whom  he  luid  no  *ort  of  accjuaintaiice, 
preparatory  to  taking  up  his  abode  amongst 
them,  on  the  strength  of  what  may  be  called 
aa  invitation  en  rieoeAet,  might  have  been 
slightly  embarrassing  to  some  sensitive  natures. 
But  our  friend  Luinlcy  vfas  remarkable  in 
society  for  a  species  of  d^/jiomb,  which  was 
never  at  fault.  He  vm  truly  an  indivi- 
dual of  the  impauibic  class,  and  possessed 
a  degree  of  modeat  assurance  under  every 
pocaible  combination  of  circumstances  that 
might  fairly   be  characterised  as   "  matchleHS 
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intrvpitlity     of    fhoo."      He     was     verjr    like 
Horace's   "  Fir  jtutna    trt    tenax    propositi^ 

wIlOQ) — 

"  Hon  eifium  mkir  pran  JubvntioiB,'' 
"  Noa  nilim  iiistAQtii  tynuanl," 
"  Mnile  iiuoih  tolidi,"— 


ntid  the  «)ncentratc<l  rnys  from  fifty  hrgntmt, 
all  cwivcrging  to  one  |>oint — hiitiMilf — would  no 
more  have  interrereii  n-itli  Im  imperturbable 
•elf-pooseuion,  than  the  Airtiw  glance  of  ad- 
miration which  it  was  much  often«r  his  lot 
to  eiicounier  firom  bright  eyes,  uniued  to 
shield  their  inquisiliveiress  under  the  crjiital 
or  the  Dpticinn. 

Luinley's  reception  by  the  wfhole  party  was 
most  gracioua;  and  as  vrilh  well-bred  ease, 
he  acknowledged  the  hospitable  cvurieAiei  of 
Sir  Hugh,  bowed  slightly  or  profoundly  tu 
the  other  individuiils  of  the  party,  according 
as  ihcy  were  comprised  in  the  general,  or 
diitiiiguishtd   by   the  pariicuUr  introductiuu 
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our  friend  Harry,  and  dropped  tan* 
Jiafim,  into  a  vacant  seat  at  (ho  Inblv  ntar  Mrj. 
B  j^ylintT, — the  ladies  were  nil  mucli  gratified 
H  14)  observe  tbeir  favountblc  prepoMCMion  con' 
Hccming  him,  as  thi-  Pyladt-B  of  their  welU 
H  beloved  candidate,  fully  justified  by  the  di«tin- 
^^mished  air  and  hamisoinc  person, uii  which,  to 
^"»7  tlif  Irwtli,  he  ral/icr  pitgut^d  liiiiiM-ir.     But 

iat  Buch  a  moment — on  so  critical  an  occasion, 
even  Chesterfield,  or  the  admirable  Chriclilon 
liinuelf,  must  have  been  content  to  enjoy  u 
•peeics  of  secondary  popularit),  and  coidd  not 
have  indulged  a  hope  of  rivalling  Harry  in  the 
good  graces  of  the  bidies.     With  them,  the 
hero  of  the  approaching  eontei^t  was  an  object 
H  uf  highly  wrought  and  two-fold  intvrctt.     Hin 
^^  political  daimit  were  )>owerftdty  reinforoetl  by 
tb«  amiability  of  bis  manners  and  the  agri- 
^m  ment  of  lii«  society ;  during  ihe  sliort  time  that 
^B  btt  bad  been  an  inmate  of  \m  uncle's  house, 
^P  he  had   efiectuidly   contrived    to  recomiiii'nd 
himself  by   those   nuincrout  little    attentions, 
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■nil  that  ondefiDKble  mr  of  chividrous  dera- 
Am  to  their  wmoe,  irhidi  the  fkir  sex 
know  so  well  bow  to  appreciate ;  and  on  ibe 
wbole  we  mty  rentorc  to  say,  that  no  candi- 
date fat  KBHKirnI  boooun  sras  ever  nccom- 
pned  to  the  bastings  b;  taora  mncere  and 
limvnt  aspintiatM  for  hit  snccM*,  on  the  part 
uf  iboee  vfaose  snuJe  oiual  ever  enhance  the 
t^axm  of  victorjr,  and  aQbrtI  the  best  con«oIa- 
boa  in  defeat. 

Lady  Marjr,  tbe  indolent  and  literary — Mrs. 
Sowerbji,  the  bhe  and  philo«)phical,~-Mn. 
Ayfaurr,  the  fiur  and  Imder-bearted,  hotrever 
tbay  aught  di^r  on  other  jioinu,  were  all 
■freed  mpeding  Harry;  aod,  Indaed,  as  ihe 
lull  iniiHiniiril  lady  bat>d«l  hin  h'w  cup  of 
eoAc,  wWi  a  "Go-wbere-GIory-wnits-thee" 
•ort  of  looli,  adiieb  in  the  ilnys  of  chivalry 
wotiU  hare  kindled  the  *alour  of  fifty  Lnigbni- 
ernatt  mod  sealed  the  doom  of  giants  »nil 
dngaw  d  tUMTfthm, — Lomlcy  could  not  help 
^h^^|^^  that  be  should  be  sorry  his  wife  car- 
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ricd  her  polilicnl  enihusianin  i|uite  so  far  in 
ravour  of  90  good-louking  a  candiclatc. 

"  Well,  gentlemen!"  eaid  Sii-  Hugh,  look- 
ing Bt  hi*  watch,  "  it  is  now  balf-jnaat  twelve — 
1  give  you  just  a  fjuarter  of  an  hour,  and  ihcn 
we  must  be  oflU  But  before  wc  start,  we 
mast  all  drink  succctia  to  our  futurv  mem- 
ber!— and,  ladies,  1  m;ciJ  Kairci-I)  bcs])i-uk 
your  prayers  during  our  ab«e)ico." 

"  Why,  if  nil  reports  are  true,"  said  Sowvr- 
by,  "  some  of  us  may  have  occasion  for  them ; 
and  at  all  eronts,  I  should  recoinmcnd  the 
laying  in  ofa  good  slock  of  tini,  vourl-plaisler, 
and  gold-beaters'  leaf.  They  say  ihe  Bel- 
vedere party  mean  to  make  the  mu&t  of  the 
neat-laid  Macadam  in  the  market-place;  and 
that  hampers  of  dead  cats  arrived  by  lai^l 
night's  van,  at  the  (ireeu  Lion." 

"  My  friend  Calvcrlcy,  xir,"  uid  Lumley, 
eyeing  the  amiable  speaker  with  mingled  cu- 
riosity and  disgust,  "  lias  had  the  advantage 
of  some  experience  in  these  lively  ebullitions 
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of  iKipuUr  feeling ;  and  you  will,  coriM.'quenlly, 
fbid  it  rather  diflkult  to  excite  his  appre- 
(wiwion*.  liMien  a  man  has  been  ku  forlu- 
■late  as  to  oommniH]  a  troop  of  cavalry,  in  a 
manuricturing  town,  b«  is  soon  inured  to  tlie 
free  circulation  of  paving-Mlones  in  the  aUno- 
sphcrc,— and  becomes  grjinile-proof  in  ■  very 
fhoit  time; — anrl  as  to  doaJ  cuts,  there  it 
really  not  a  more  inofiVniiive  prnjeciilr  in  tlie 
whole  annoury  of  electioneering  warfare.  So 
the  ladies  need  not  be  alarmed.  ** 

"  Ob,"  said  Sir  Hugh,  "  you  do  not  y«t 
know  our  friend  Sowerbyt  Captain  Lumley.— 
Thai  is  merely  tils  tray.  I  le  is  a  prophet  of 
evil,  par  metier.  But  we  pay  no  regard  to  lui 
predictions." 

"  True,"  said  Sowcriiy;  "  I  am  no  mure 
attended  to  than  CasMitdra  among  the  Tn>> 
jans." 

"  Or  .Tfaersitea  among  the  Greeks,  |>er> 
hapai"  (aid  Lumley,  "  atvc  iftrulion." 

"  Sowerhy,  my  good  friend!"  aaid  Lord  H»- 
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nisMrtlijr,  "  you  liave  got  a  Roland  Tor  your 
01ivi>r— regularly  trumped,  by  Jovel" 

"  Oh!"  atiii  Sowerby,  "  your  lordsbip  tw«d 
not  be  too  triumphant.  SettUng-duy  comes 
but  once  a  week,  at  Tatterftull'ii,  I  believe; — 
and  when  Monday  next  comes  round,  perhaps 
tCopUtin  Lumlcy  may  not  find  the  baUnce 
much  in  hie  TuTour.  In  the  meantime,  allow 
me  to  compliment  him  on  his  clasaical  attain- 
ment, which,  for  a  guardsmnn,  arc  r«ally  stu- 
pendous!—I  had  no  idea  that  Hia  Majeaty'i 
household  troops  read  llomcr — even  in  Pope's 
Iramlittion.  I  understood  from  you,  Mr. 
lleneage, — that  hortes  and  billiards  were  tlie 
chief  objects  uf  their  study." 
L  "  From  ntel"  exclaimed  the  mystlBed  He- 
iaeaf;c.  ouvrant  de  gramU  yt^ix,  and  reddening 
,p  to  the  temples,  "  I  bid  sure  1  have  never 

id  a   single   word   to   you   on   llic  subjoct, 
Mr.  Sowerby." 

I  did  not  say  that  you  had,  my  dear  air," 

■joined  the  cynic,  "  but  I  have  bad  (lie  bap- 
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pine«s  of  being  in  tbe  umc  house  wich  ytm 
for  t]i«  last  week, — Mid,  ]>crhaps,  rather  un- 
phtlosopbically,  I  transferred  my  particular 
observations  on  the  individual,  to  Uie  whole 
apedfis.— That  is  all  I " 

"  I  have  no  doubt,"  uid  our  hero.  "  that  the 
branch  of  the  service  to  vrliich  Mr.  Heneage 
belongs,  will  never  sufi'er  by  any  gcni^ral 
inference  drawn  with  respect  to  llicm,  from 
hU  character  or  conduct  as  an  individtul. 
You  should  forgive  him,  Mr.  Sowerby,  for 
riding  go  well, — seeing  that  a  soldier  can  lest 
ufibrd  to  diBpCfUe  witli  such  on  accomplish- 
uent,  than  a  philosopher:  and  as  to  his  pro- 
ficiency at  billiards,  1  must  say  that  he  gires 
us  all  a  lesson  that  might  eometiinvs  be  studied 
with  advantage,  in  its  applii;:ation  to  every 
other  species  of  contest ; — for  he  sets  us  the 
example  uf  moderation  in  victory, — and  good- 
Immoar  in  defeat." 

"  Very  true,  my  good  Hir,"  s&id  Sowerby ; 
"  and  who  knows  but  we  may  be  all  edified 
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before  it  ia  very  long,  by  obeerring  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  emulate  bta  virtue*  in  the 
]&9t-mcnttonc<l  particular." 

"Come,  comet"  anid  Sir  Hugh;  "pray 
cease  that  ravcn-croak  of  yuure,  my  dear 
Sowerby;  and  if  you  wiU  vaticinate,  indulge 
ui,  by  way  of  novelty,  with  •  favourable  pre- 
diction. You  arc  to  undcrHl:uicl,  once  for  all, 
that  the  day  is — muat — and  slisll  be  outs. — 
Belvedere  is  a  great  fuol  if  lie  goes  to  the 
polL'* 

"  That  remains  to  be  seen,"  said  Sowerby, 
"  but  I  wish  you  may  be  right,  Sir  Hugh." 

"  I    never   heard   a   wish  iluit  sounded  m 
like  II  fear;"  whispered  Hnrry  to  Lord  IDnois' 
>y;    "  but    our    good-natured    friend    is 
letermined  to  die  game." 

^"Gamef"  exclaimed  hia  lordship,  in  the 
le  subdued  tone ;  "  carrioa  you  mean,  n)y 
dear  fellow  1" 

"  Pray,"  enquired  Lumley,  of  the  htdy  next 
ira   he   was  sitting,    "  con   you  inform 
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nw  who  thitt  moat  facetioiH  and  tinguitaiy 
benevolcni  individual  is  T  He  seems  the  very 
isiprrsoiintloD  of  lemon-juice  or  alum — tbe 
genius  of  niustard-ancUvinegar ! " 

"That  it  Mr.  Sowerby  — my  husband;" 
answered  (he  Udy,  in  no  very  ptaciil  tone. 

"  You  don't  say  m>i"  exclaimed  LumJey, 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  discompot>ed  by  a 
ttrnf  which  would  liave  covered  any  oihiT  per- 
soa  with  confusion.  "  Then  I  have  a  thousand 
apologias  to  make  to  you,  in  either  view  of  the 
•ne;  for  if  1  hare  calumniated  your  lord  and 
master,  I  justly  incur  your  bostiUty ;  and  if 
I  have  rstiniatcd  his  character  correctly,  I  am 
still  more  unpardonable  in  reminding  you  of 
your  miiifortunes. — I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
tu  retract ;  but  a»  no  specijil  pleading  can  pos- 
sibly ^avi!  me,  I  must  only  plead  guilty,  and 
throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  the  court." 

"  You  must  exhibit  more  contrition,"  said 
Mrs.  Sowerby,  "  before  you  call  upon  me 
for  a  lenient  sentence.     However,  I  shall  i>ost- 
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judgment  until  atter  your  rcluru  from 
the  tiuElings." 

"  Very  good ; — and  in  the  interim,  you  will 
be  able  to  decide  on  Ilie  mode  and  measure  uf 
my  punidlimcnt : — whether  I  shall  beat  hemp, 
or  reiid  )<oliticAl  economy ; — whether  you  will 
hand  roe  over  to  the  house  of  correction,  or 
the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge ;^o  Miss  Martineau, — or  tlie  Tread 
Mill." 

"  I  perceive,'"  answcrc*!  Mn.  Sowerby,  "  you 
■re  so  hardened  an  oflender,  that  the  only 
alternative  should  he  Van  Dienten's  Land,  or 
Coventry!  Vou  arc  ndding  the  oSbnce  of 
heresy  tu  thut  of  petty  treason.  I  will  have 
nothing  more  to  «ay  to  yon." 

"Come,  gentlemen,  to  horse!"  said  Sir 
Hugh.  "  Ladies,  you  must  no  longer  detain 
us  from  the  field  of  glory. — So  kt  us  have  our 
ribbons,  and  ue  will  be  off." 

Sundry  crimson-and-gold  favours  were  now 
produced  by  the  ladies,  and  distributed  among 
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the  putj  who  «m  about  to  proceed  lo  tb* 
biMtbgi.  Ladjr  Marjr,  who  had  made  ■  won* 
dcrfni  eflbn  to  rise  in  tnie  for  bnakfiui  on 
thii  aagnst  oeeanoo,  "wtu  in  bigb  good-luimaur 
and  gncioomcsa;  and  quite  obGriou*  of  bcr 
•ilmenli,  m  the  exciteiBeat  of  the  noinciit. 

"  Jdilio .'  caro  miptda  /"  said  the,  «■  »he  ez> 
tended  ber  hand  to  oat  hero, — adding,  in  the 
«rordi  oT  Semimnide : — d  meriedi  rimciloref" 
"  A  good  otnoo — a  good  omeo ! "  exclaimed 
Scalp,  who  WB4  troubled  with  a  ditrwing 
incontineiace  of  panning.  "  Yotir  Udyship  U 
quite  right — II  will  be  vinti^org — for  the 
M'hig*  will  carry  the  day ! " 

And  under  cover  of  this  brilliant  aally,  tbr 
electioaeermg  party  made  their  exit,  to  a  bur«1 
of  laughter  from  the  ladies,  oa  unestisgninh- 
able  aa  the  tnerritacnt  of  Homer's  gocLa  »td 
goddesses. 
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Ohbbm,  long,  loud,  iDtl  deafening, — com- 
bined  wilh  eric*  of  "  CiilTcrlcy  for  ever  1 "  und 
other  too!  indicntions  of  popular  cnthiuiia&in, 
rent  tli«  air,  uid  made  the  welkin  ring,  as  the 
€Oriige  drove  up  to  the  hustiogit.  Sir  Hugh's 
britska,  drawn  by  four  spleudid  bayi,  deco- 
rated  with  tht  ribbons  of  llio  candidate,  and 
driven  by  two  most  orthodox  postilions,  led 
the  procfssion.  It  contained  the  auguat  per- 
•OD  of  the  future  repnwcntative,  aocompanii-d 
by  bis  uncle,  Sir  Hugh,  Lord  Ennlscortliy, 
and  Fitzroy  Lundey.  l*bo  rest  of  the  party 
followed  in  sundry  other  vehicles. 
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As  our  hero  moved  slowly  along,  tliruugli 
Imniciuc  crowd    dial    filled    the   market- 
plice.  at  one  end  of  which  the  hustings  Itsd 
been  erected,  be  could  not  but  reUect  ii  litilc 
on  the  nature  of  popularity,  when  he  fouod 
himself  thas  "  tlie  observed  of  nil  observers," 
— the  cherished  object  of  political  nttachinent, 
on  the  part  of  a  set  of  people,  of  whom  not 
one  in  a  tfaouaoiicl  had  ever  seen  him  before; 
and  almost  all  of  whom  had  been  ignorant  of 
his  existenoct  until  within   forty-eight  boor* 
of  the  time   when    they  thus  obstreperoual) 
exhibited  thdr  feelings  of  rcgani  towurds  him. 
But    there   it   something   intoxicating   in  the 
huzzas  and  pbudiu  of  a  large  body  of  peo- 
ple, which  seldom  leaves  the  mind  perfectly 
free   to  examine,    with    philosophic  coolness. 
into  the  causes  of  this  Battering  enthusiasm. 
And  after  all,  why  should  we  be  anxious  to 
make  a  discovery  which  is  but  the  prelude  i" 
a  disenchantment  i     How  few  of  the  honours, 
pleasures,  or  even  attachments  of  ihiii  life, 
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will  (war  tlie  test  of  analysis — how  few  etin 
(lispensc  willi  the  illusion  which  usually  con> 
Blitules  hnir  their  charm,  and  which  time 
Mldom  fails  lo  dissip«te,  too  soon  for  our 
hiippincss, —  even  without  llie  Msistwice  of 
philosophy! — Or  rather,  i*  not  tliitt  the  truest 
philo«o|)h)r,  which  is  willing  to  view  every 
object  under  iIk  brightest  ntipect ;  —  which  is 
content  to  be  deceived,  where  the  srmbUnce 
of  thing*  in  su  mud)  preferable  to  the  reiiliiy,— 
itnd  seeks  not  to  investigate  causes,  whose 
derelopment  is  destructive  of  their  eflects. 

But  flarry  was  in  good  humour  an<l  high 
sptrils : — be  felt  tolerably  secure  of  his  election, 
and  very  independent  of  tliat  worthy  class, 
who,  at  Tnlkington,  na  elncwhere,  are  good 
enough  to  enact  chornM  in  the  eleelioneering 
drama.  He  could,  therefore,  afford  to  be  aria- 
lytjetl)  and  as,  with  uncovcretl  head,  and 
oniiling  aspect,  he  relumed  the  courleiieji  of 
his  future  constituents,  and  bowed  low  in 
token  of  gratitude  for  their  love, — he  indulged 
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•1th  considerable  hilurity,  lo  »  train  of  thou^t 
similjir  lo  this:^ 

"  Deduct  M  mudi  for  the  magical  influence 
of  reform — »o  mncb  for  the  eflect  of  my  nuw 
— to  much  for  lore  of  clamour — so  much  for 
porter'StJiuulnli^  enthusiasm, — uid  hutr  raucli 
of  all  thi«  rcmniii*  lo  my  ))Ar(icular  share?" 

At  Ivngtli  tlic)'  reached  the  hustings,  and 
sljghu-d  from  ihe  carriage  amid  reneved 
pbudiu ;  and  about  five  minuieii  aAer,  the 
Tyringhani  partjF  made  their  ajtpvanuice,  and 
were  greeted  on  their  approach,  with  very 
opposite  dcinonitrations  of  feeling.  Hissct,  ■ 
groan*,  and  yells,  assailotl  the  astonished  ran 
of  the  nobte  candidate,  wlio  was  justly  indig- 
nant at  such  a  rettim  fur  his  conde»ccniioii. 
ID  pulling  in  abeyance  his  privilegf  it  as  n  pvrr, 
for  the  purpose  of  silling  in  a  reformed  and 
nimriire  House  of  ComnonK.  But  he  let  llK 
tempest  rage  on  with  all  U>e  mure  equaniraity, 
that  the  vociferous  patriots  by  whom  it  was 
raited,  were  content  with  the  deafening  fo» 
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ttnd  vliich  tlicy  mcoivod  biin,  antl  ntadc  no 
ntlcm])!  to  giro  addilionnl  point  to  thdr  tar- 
casms,  or  weight  to  their  reasoning,  !>)•  any 
ot«ri  acts  of  vioIer>ce  towanlB  tlie  unpopular 
{part}-.  Pcrhnps  the  sight  i>f  a  large  body  of 
eon*UbW.  S|>eciully  »worn  in  for  Ilic  purpose 
of  ki-eping  the  pe«cc,  uit)  the  knowledge  that 

■  troop  of  the dragoons  had  been  inarched 

over  from  the  barracks  at ,  and  •lationed 

within  a  eottttUulional  distance  from  ihe  Kcene 
uf  action,  had  their  efTect  in  repressing  the  too 
active  impulses  of  popular  feeling.  Be  that 
at  it  may,  h\i  lordship  reached  lite  hiiitings, 
unharmed  In  body,  although  egregiously  vitu- 
perated in  words,— and  the  business  of  the 
day  commenced. 

The  reluming  ofScer  of  the  borough  was 
tite  mayor,  who,  fully  impressed  with  the  im- 
portiince  of  his  functions,  came  to  the  front 
of  the  hustings, — and  with  a  Totcc  and  manner 
in  which  grace  and  dignity  were  singularly 
combined, — allowing  for  tbo  spherical  form  of 


HJUtRT  cALveiiLer. 


bis  figure,  w>d  tlie  proriDcUl  peculiarities 
bis  proDuncUtion,  —  read  Ilus  Majesty's  writ 
for  the  election  of  a  burgess  to  n-'preaeol, 
io  tUc  ctuuing  pariiaineiit,  the  ancient  uid 
kiyal  borough  of  Tnlkington. 

Whereupon,  llie  Hon.  Oiiwald  TyriogbaiD, 
Ulc  DMMubcr  fur  the  borough,  presented  him- 
self to  the  meeting,  und  in  m  short  s|)eecb, 
wbich  might  Iu«e  been  still  Bhorier, — st-ring 
that  not  one  word  of  il  was  heard  bejrond 
the  limits  of  the  huntings,  owing  lo  the  cUunour 
of  the  patriotic  tton-ekcturs  below,  at  the 
appearance  of  their  quondunt  aiiii-rerumi  re- 
pmi-nialivr, — begged  Icarc  to  propose  the 
Right  lion.  Wjndhiiti  llcnrjr  T;riogbaiB| 
discount  Belvedere,  &c.,  of  the  Kingdom 
Irelttod, — as  «  fit  and  pri>per  [>crsun,  &c. 

Hiis    announcement   waa    received   witli  Si 
fresh    hurst    of   disapprobation,   mixed    wilb 
90IIU?  applause. 

Sir   John    Pockliogtun,   Bart.,   then   ciime 
forwanl.     Me  was  a  man  of  few  words ;  and 
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Kftving  mumbled  some  inarticuUte  sounds,' 
which,  by  the  initiated,  wen  cxpluined  to 
mein: — "  I  beg  l*a*o  lo  Hecond  the  nomi- 
nation;"— be  bowed  awkwanlly,  and  retired. 

And  now  the-  Calverley*  came  en  sc^ne ; — but 
I  as  they  were  "the  popular  i>arly,"' — n«  their 
•UCCCM  was  idenli6ed  with  the  cause  of  "  the 
people,'* — Sir  Hugh  had  determined  that  all 
iheir  proceedings,  tlirougliout  the  election, 
should  bear  (he  stamp  of  liberalism,  and  avoid 
the  remotest  suspicion  of  a  leaning  to  aris- 
tocracy I  Instead,  therefore,  of  cntnisting  the 
task  of  proposing  and  seconding  tlic  candidate 
to  a  membi-r  of  any  of  the  noble  or  ancient 
I  bmilies  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  condescend- 
ingly imposed  that  important  and  lionourable 
duty  on  Mr.  Baxter,  llie  leading  shoemaker 
(and,  of  course,  patriot)  of  the  town,  aa  pro- 
poser, and  Mr.  Hemmingway,  the  town  clerk, 
as  seconder  of  our  hero,  on  this  interesting 
occasion.  What  an  edifying  thing  is  "  llie 
pride  tliat  apes  humility!" 
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The  nomination  of  Harry  Calverley 
comme  de  rnimn,  received  with  a  degree  of 
entlitu-uuin  by  the  "  sovereign  people." — to 
the  full  aa  rational  as  Uie  huc-iuid-cry  which 
tind  followed  the  propo*ing  of  hit  opponeot. 
But  the  itme  having  arrived  fi>r  the  scvcrni 
candidates  to  addrciM  the  electors, — Lord  U«l- 
vcdcrc,  who  biid  been  first  in  the  field,  aiul 
iraa,  therefore,  entitled  to  tlie  precedence  b 
debate,  as  well  ae  in  nominntton,  cnmo  forward 
and  spoke  as  follows, —-in  hia  most  nffecti^d 
tone  of  voice,  and  with  bis.  meet  supercilioui 
hauieur  of  manner  :— 

••  Electora  of  Tnlkington!"— (Mere  Mr. 
Tyrinsbom  touched  Iiiro  on  the  elbow,  and 
whiicpcred  son>ething  in  bis  ear; — upon  which, 
he  added} — "  Gentlemen, — 

"  Id  presenting  myself  to  your  notice,  at 
a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  your 
horoRgh,  —  I  trtist  thtit  T  shall  not  be  ex- 
pected to  indulge  in  tho  common-places  of 
electioneering  onitor^vliich  tuiuUy  grace  the 
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banngues  of  what  U  called  ibe  liberal  (urty, 
upon  these  occasions.  It  would  be  a  |K)oc 
f»>n)[rliiiiciit  to  the  good  »cn>e  ofthoHe  whom  I 
urn  now  nddresHing — of  such  of  (hvm,  Ht  least, 
oa  are  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  proceedin^i 

^ihe  day, — were  I  to  acek  for  your  Bupjiorti 
or  deprecate  your  opposition,  by  hypocritic- 
ally exaggerating  gour  political  importance, — 
or  meanly  uadervuluing  my  own  claims  to  an 
honour  which  I  feel  conlidcnt  of  obtaining,— 
(Great  disapprobation.) — Gentlemen,  I  bag 
leave  lo  asaure  you,  that  I  am  neither  to 
be  intfanidated  by  gestures,  nor  silenced  by 
cUmotir; — (more  uproar,) — and  I  would  ven- 
ture lo  auggest  that  those  persona  who  are 
nut  qualifted  to  vote  upon  this  occasion,  will 
effect  very  little  by  howling." 

Here  the  uproar  was  so  trctocndous,  that 
for  two  or  three  minutes  the  orator  judged  it 
iiaeless  to  proceed.  He,  tbcrefure,  folded  his 
arms  very  deliberately,  and  witii  an  air  of  the 
most  self-compUeenl  im|)erturbability,  awaited 
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t1)e  moment  when  tbe  Btorni  should  subiiile 
suffiuetitiy  to  nllow  of  his  roeuaiing  the  (hrcaiJ 
of  hia  tliuoursc. 

In  the  meantime.  Sir  Hugh  Culvci-lej'  ctuu« 
furwardi  and  with  that  species  of  dap-trafi 
hberality,  so  often  prKCtiied  by  the  pupulor 
ptMy,  uiHlcr  similar  circuiuataiices,  appcalrd 
forcibly  lo  their  feelinga  att  men — iheir  »eiuc 
of  Justice,  as  Knglifllimen! — ^it  nation,  whose 
l>uu«t  it  Mus,  tlmt  thoy  gave  all  sides  a  fair 
lieurtng,  &&  &c.  Let  (hem,  nt  least,  listeQ 
to  what  the  "tmbhie  lard"  hiul  to  sny,  &c.  &c. 

Tliic  expo»tutiitioR  was  received  with  con* 
dieting  cries  of: — "Well  »wd,  old  boy  I" — 
"  No — DO — we'll  have  none  of  hli  gainDionl" 
— *•  Shame — slioine ! — tiur  play's  a  jeweL" — 
"  Off— oil"!"— and  "No— no!— Go  un— go 
on!" — uttered  on  all  sides,  with  a  degree  nf 
energy  and  vociferation  that  made  confuhion 
worse  confounded. 

At  length  order,  or  at  least  silence,  naa  in 
Eome  measure  restored ;  probably,  because  the 
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looat  tMisy  of  the  pntriotK  wtTc  beginning  ta 
be  rather  tired  of  roaring;  anil  his  W'Khip 
was  sufiered  to  proceed. 

"  Have  you  quite  donCi  genlkint-nf"  con- 
linurd  he,  in  the  Mine  ctmceitecl  lotw.  "  I 
ithould  he  «orry  to  interfere  with  your  c<>n- 
HcienliouB  di§charge  of  a  duty  which,  I  liave 
no  douhl,  ijou  are  K^lt  paid  for  per^ 
forming; — (Cries  of  '  Shatno,  shame. ')^ but 
what  I  have  to  My  will  not  detain  you  very 
long,  if  yiiu  will  eondescend  to  listen  to  it, — 
or  at  U-aal,  nilow  of  ita  reaching  the  «ttt*  of 
thuoc  for  whom  it  is  more  parlkiilnriy  iii' 
tended.  It  is,  I  believe,  cUHtomiiry,  uitder  the 
circumstances  in  which  1  find  myself,  to  make 
a  tort  of  (tolilicjil  cDflfcssion  of  fnilh.  Mitte 
will  Iw  found  lu  t>e  vt-ry  simple,  and  comprised 
ti>  a  very  fvw  word*.  I  am  u  Tory— I  always 
hate  been  a  'lory, — and  I  ever  will  be  tt 
Tory!— (Great  uproar.)  Yea,  gentlemen,  I 
belong  lu  tlutt  pnrty  which  have  alway*  proved 
ijtvtiwrlvea  the  best  friends  of  the  people  ^— 
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oot  by  AiUertDg  Uisir  imanv  tuid  unrcasonibte 
pr^mUce*, — not  b;  panUering  to  their  wonit 
pusions, — but  by  coMulting  their  true  inte- 
ntU,  Mkd  tegislating  nilb  a  view  to  iheir 
tml  wlnnUge.  On  this  ground,  and  m  the 
rvitreaenUtiTe  of  a  family  to  whom  you  hate 
long  entniirted  the  guardtanahip  of  your  poli- 
tical rights, — a  trust,  which  I  will  venture  to 
my,  ihry  have  erer  discharged  tnoit  reli- 
fiMifyr— {erieii  of  '  No— tw !  *>— I  fearleaslf 
■od  confidently  daim  yonr  suflrageis  on  the 
pc«amt  occasion. — (Cries  of  '  Ob,  to  be  sure'' 
— '  Drril  dpubt  yout' — and  '  I  wish  you  may 
grt  'em I'  &«.)  1  am  proud  to  tbuik,  gentls- 
Bwn,  tluit  in  the  disgraci>ful  |iohlical  jiiggte  by 
which  yon  hara  bem  depririni  of  one  half 
of  TOtir  (hare  in  the  reprwcntalion  of  your 
countrj-,— the  home  of  Tyringham  has  had 
no  part.  They,  at  leaM.  bare  stood  firm, 
through  good  repoK  and  evil  report; — and 
if  their  nppoaition  has  unfortunately  biNin  un- 
mSbg,   they    bare   stilt  the  consolation  to 
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re6ect  that  tbey  have  done  their  duty.  The 
vote*  of  my  Iwnourable  and  revered  relative 
on  the  unprincipled  <lisfnii>chisenient,  or  at 
leant  partial  disfranchisement  of  Ihts  ancient 
and  loja)  buroogh,  will  remain  on  the  joumitls 
(>r  the  house, — a  lasting  record  of  the  fidelity 
wltli  which  the  memberR  of  my  family  have 
hitherto  guarded  the  interests  confid»l  to 
their  care,  and  redeemed  the  sacred  pledges 
given  by  llu-m  to  tlicir  king,  tliclr  conMituents, 
and  their  country! — Gentlemrn,  1  will  detain 
you  no  longfr ;  but  content  myself  with  saying, 
that  should  yon  think  proper  to  return  ine  to 
parlbuneiit  as  your  representative,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  deserve  your  confidence  by  n  strict 
adherence  to  the  piinciple«  hillierto  acted 
upon  hy  those  of  my  famity,  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  the  re]iresent:itian  of  Talking- 
ton." 

So  saying,  iutd  with  n  stiff,  haughty  air, 
the  noWo  lord  retired,  amh]  a  roar  of  dis- 
approbation   which    had    gone    on    increa»' 


KAUIT   CALTSftl^r. 


img  irom  Uw  tow  wbeo  be  began  to  alluik 
u  tfar  refcra  bffl,  uul  which  hnd  men  at  lut 
to  Mch  a  fitch,  ••  to  render  the  hiltrr  port 
at  h»  »pttch  pcrfcclly  inaudible,  at  erco  a 
•hart  dttUnce  from  tbc  huedngs. 

U  vac  DOW  HkTT>'s  torn  to  addreM  die 
alMton;  and  nmhiag  could  be  more  entbn- 
■iaiae  than  his  reoepdoo  by  the  people,  wiit-o 
ha  OMBe  fiocaard  for  tlul  purpoae.  It  must 
W  oWDed,  iadecd,  tbkt  patting  all  politica) 
Mhp  and  pwMMJoni  oat  or  the  question, 
he  poaaawed  a  fnai  advantage  ocer  hit  oppo- 
acst,  in  h»  peraoaal  appcaranoe  and  mannen; 
Hiiallii  1 1  whiclt  are  not  vithout  their  weight  io 
lb*  baluKC.  oa  these  occasions. 

Not  that  lutare  had  been  niggardly  in  ber 
gilb  M  Lord  Belvedere. — Far  from  it,— h« 
was,  aa  we  have  said,  strikingly  bandsomr. 
and  enn  elagant  in  hi«  aiord.  But  the 
extnna  aflWution  of  bii  air, — and  the 
caaWnptnoOB  kattirur  or  hta  manner, — a  Ana* 
imr  greatly   iocftascd  by   the  consciou«ncu 
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of  bu  unpopularity,  were  very  well  calcu- 
Uted  to  destroy  the  natural  eOccU  of  lib 
good  looks,  on  the  worthy  elector*  of  Tnlk- 

Iington.    On  the  other  hand,  there  w-aa  about 
our  friend   Hurry,  a  frank,  open,  honesty  of 
manner,— and  u\  air  of  perfect  good-humour, 
that  would  have  reileeined  a  face  and  figure 
K  of  very   inferior  [irvtciiMon*,  and,  tn  the  pn-- 
^  sent   case,    were    powerful    auxiliuries    to    a 
^  countcnniice,  whose  fine  iniellecluni  features 
B  were  cast  in  the  most  aristocratic  muuhl, — 
and    a    form    in    nhidi    manly    vigour    and 
ffracc  were   comhined  in  nearly  equal   pro- 

I  portions. 
Ili«  viMce  tjo.  Vios  of  that  deep,  rich,  pene- 
trating chnracler,  which  ut  unce  arrests  the 
attention  of  the  lixtciK-r;  and  its  well  modu- 
lated tonca  contrasted  moat  favourably  with 
the  short,  sliArp,  and  particulnrly  unmusical 
accents,  which  distinguished  Lortl  Ik-lvcdere's 
delivery,  and  accorded  but  too  well  with  the 
pertneas  and  flippancy  of  hi*  addreia. 
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Hsrry  spoke  nejuly  as  followa : — 


"Gkntlkhen, 
"  Had  1  enteruiiied  uiiy  doubt  its  to  the 
result  of  the  content  in  wliicti  1  iitn  itbout 
to  engage,  the  kind  and  flattering  rece|>tion 
whicli  you  linvc  tlitx  day  bectoucd  upon  nw, 
would  at  once  have  disptlled  cvcr>'  mist  of 
unccrtiiinty  tlwt  mifclit  cloud  liie  homon  of 
my  hopes.  After  audi  gratifying  dcmunstra- 
tiona  of  regard  from  tlie  independent  electon 
of  Ais  ancient  borough, — can  1  feel  mh«r- 
H'i»e  than  confident  of  success? — di>d  miiy  I  nul 
ergoy  by  anticipation,  the  triumph  which,  iu 
my  humble  person,  awaiu  the  glorious  causi' 
in  which  w<>  arc  nil  ho  deeply  interested!  (much 
checrinf!.)  GontJenien,  I  repent  it — I  am 
doubly  asMured  of  victory  j  —  for  if  my  conii- 
dencc  in  your  generous  support  coul<l  admit 
of  being  strengthened,  tliat  corrolwration 
would  be  amply  ouppiied  by  U)C  speech  which 
jTou  have  just   heard   from   my  noble  oppo* 
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nent  (bear,  hear  I)  I'liat  nobtc  lord,  whose 
talents  1  admire,  and  vlio»c  CAndotir  1  reve- 
rence, liaa  adopted  a  mode  of  ingrutisting 
himceir  with  the  eleciori  uf  Talkington, — 
which  ha*  at  ka«t  idl  the  nterit  uf  originality, 
if  it  cannot  claim  the  pnine  of  judgment. 
With  much  of  the  Rpiril,  althougli  with  rcry 
tllltc  of  the  ineekneas  of  an  ancient  niariyr, 
he  has  made  a  confcs«ion  of  failh,  and  avowed 
his  unquiditicd  adherence  to  a  political  creed, 
which,  however  orthodox  he  may  esteem  it, 
has  long  been  viewed  by  the  good  sense  of 
the  country,  ht  lh«  Uglit  of  an  exploded 
heresy.  No  explanatory  phnise, —  no  word 
of  {(ualilicution  has  he  condesceiKlod  lu  iti- 
troducc,  by  way  of  deprecating  the  inevitable 
result  of  his  political  Quixotism.  Hr  i« — he 
VMM — he  feiU  be  n  Tory  ! — a  Tory,  pure  and 
unadulterated, — unimprcitHible  by  tlie  expe- 
rience of  the  past, — and  heedless  of  the 
prognostics  of  the  future.  In  him  you  have 
no  prospect  of  change, — no  hope  of  improve* 
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nwntl  Do  I  object  to  Ihia  fraiikneiw,  oo 
Ui«  pa'''  "(^  ^^^  noble  lord  !  Far  from  it! 
It  »  honest,  at  least,  if  it  is  not  wise;  it 
•ateena  hint  eOcctunlly  bora  the  charge  of 
tetnporUing, — «nd  if  it  doM  not  secure  bis 
return  for  tlic  borough  of  Talkington,  1 
think  you  will  agree  vith  mc,  lliat  it  fur- 
nialics  you  willi  most  salisfactury  groundfi 
for  \m  vxcliL-ion.  (Hear,  licarl  and  cheer*.) 
"  1  trust,  however,  it  Mill  not  be  imputed 
to  me  as  ati  offence,  if  1  do  not  itnilate 
the  noble  lord,  in  bis  uncooditiunal  (>led| 
of  adherence  to  {Mfly.  1  luuat  besilale 
to  avow  myself  a  ^V'hig, — if  thnt  dcclamiiu 
tircc«sarily  inTolvcs  a  sacrifice  of  my  omth 
irMlividual  judgment,  aod  a  servile  submisoJun 
to  the  opinions  of  any  one  nuin,  or  «i-l  of  men. 
— No!-'l  will  rjiiige  under  no  banner  but 
that  of  my  country  ! — I  belong  to  no  jwri)', . 
but  tliat  of  (he  |>cop)e!!!  (Immetue  cbcci^ 
ing,  and   a   few   cries  of  "  humbug,"  from 
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tli«  Bclvwicro  parly.)  To  vatch  over  t/ieir 
right*, — to  protect  tbcir  intcresta, — to  con- 
sult their  happfnvMi, —  will  be  my  eon- 
ktant  eiHleavour  iti  parliament,  thould  I  be 
placed  there  by  yuur  free  aimI  indepeixlent 
votes;  uitl  altJiough  I  am  puiifuUy  oiinscioua 
of  my  tleflcieiicy  in  point  of  talent, — more 
pjirticulnrly  when  compared  with  the  dis- 
liiiguUhcd  relative  whose  retirement  from 
public  lifv  we  all  ko  deeply  dcplurc,—  and 
to  my  family  connexion  with  whom  1  urn 
proud  to  Acknowledge  myself  indebted  for 
your  Bupport, — yet  I  will  not  even  yield  to 
htm,  in  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  borouffli, 
the  libettieB  of  the  subject,  and  the  good  of 
ny  country  I    (Immense  cheering.) 

"  tliiving  said  thus  niiich  respecting  mytelf, 
]  must  tukc  leave,  before  I  conclude,  to  ad- 
vert to  what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  oppv 
neiil,  with  respect  to  (he  inccrrupltons  that 
he  exparirncod  at  the  commencement  of  his 


nARRT    CALTEBLKY. 


addreNii.  Il  was  my  sincere  ivi»h,  nnd,  I  inny 
fldil,  my  confident  hope,  tlut.  wUatcrer  might 
be  the  remit  of  tlie  election,  the  eontect 
ahould  be  carried  on  in  il  «pirit  of  good*]ta- 
mour  and  liberality  on  both  sides;  and  thai 
no  onneceMary  bittemesa  of  fcclinfti  might 
convert  the  fair  and  honourable  rivalry  of 
politics  into  a  struggle  of  private  or  perauoal 
hostility.  1  regret  to  perceive,  huwcver,  that 
the  noble  lord  neeins  not  to  be  equally  ini- 
prctK'd  by  the  advantages  of  mutual  courtesy 
bimI  mutual  forbearance  on  these  occaaiona; 
■a  in  animadverting  on  the  interruption  before 
alluded  to,  he  was  pleased  to  utter  a  remark, 
which  1  certainly  •lioul<l  not  have  loft  un- 
noticed at  the  moment,— had  I  not  conceived 
that  retpect  for  the  electors,  and  considcra- 
tioo  for  the  noble  lord  himself,  made  it  ad- 
visable to  |>oitpone  any  observation  I  had  to 
nuke,  until  after  the  conclusion  of  an  address 
commenced  under  such  disiid  vantages. 
"I  need  not  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that 
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DolKKty  could  wilnefs  wit}i  more  regret  than 
I  (lid,  the  unwillbgnoas  manifested  l>y  a  prt 
of  this  asaembty,  to  give  the  noble  lord  that 
fidr  and  impurtial  hearing  to  which  OTcry 
candidate  is  bo  juttly  entitled.  It  was  there- 
Tore  with  fecUnge  of  no  ordinary  surprine, 
— to  gite  it  no  stronger  name, — that  I  beard 
(be  noble  lord  insinuute  that  tbc  unseemly 
clamour,  of  which,  I  admit,  he  liad  so  much 
cBiiAc  to  comptnin,  proceeded  from  titlarieH 
agents.  The  imputation  thus  cast  upon  me 
and  my  party  tt  obvioua,  and  such  as,  with 
every  disposition  for  the  maintenance  of  har- 
mony, it  is  ImpoKsible  for  me  to  ovrrlook. 
Still,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  tbnt  I  may  have 
misconstrued  the  meaning  of  the  noble  lord, — 
or  that,  perhaps,  in  the  excitement  of  ibe 
moment,  he  may  bare  ilated  what,  on  ma- 
turer  reflection,  be  may  not  be  inclined  lo 
aseeirt.  I  am  by  no  means  desirous  to  fasten 
on  his  wonls,  any  ollenrive  interpreution 
wliich  he  may  b«  disposed  to  disavow; — but 
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a  iTgnrt)  for  my  own  character,  as  a  gentleman 
and  n  «ult1ier.  re^iuires  ibst  I  should  comr  to  « 
distinct  mid prKlH tiding  nilh  him  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  therefore  cnU  upon  htm,  in  common 
candour,  to  declare  opeuty,  in  the  face  of  thtc 
as»einbl,v.  whether  it  bci  or  be  not,  lii»  in* 
icniion  (o  charge  inc  with  (he  disgraceliil 
act  of  hiring  persona  among  the  rvbble  to 
hoot  him  down,  and  tlius  deprive  him  of  ilie 
meant  of  making  bis  M?ntimcRtB  known  to 
the  electors. — 1  awflit  his  answer." 

Here  Calverlej'  jHiused,  and  there  was  a 
general  cry  nmong  the  crowd,  for  Lord  Bel*e- 
tlere,  who  iiiiitK>d lately  came  forward,  and  witli 
his  usual  supercilious  »elf-po*ae«»ion,  Kaid : — 

"  Id  reply  to  the  appeal  which  has  just 
been  made  to  nte  hy  mj  honourable  opponent, 
I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  do  not  consider 
inyaelf  called  upon,  either  for  an  avowal  or 
diaclaimer  of  the  meaning  which  he  ascribes 
to  my  words ;  he  best  knows  how  far  the 
imputation  of  which   he  complains  would   be 
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well  or  ill  founded.  I  will  therefore  leave  it 
in  hU  bantl»,  aiid  at  the  risk  of  wliatever 
iuferencea  he  may  think  proper  to  draw  from 
my  refusal,  decline  to  answer  a  question,  the 
form  and  nature  of  which  are  M)  ttrangely  at 
variance  with  that  Bpirit  of  conciltatiiHi,  of 
which  the  honourable  gcnlleinan  hus  ajioken 
BO  much. ' 

So  saying,  his  lordship  retired,  amtdkt  the 
hoolings  or  the  crowd,  and  our  hero  re- 
sumed : — 

"  Ah  tlic  noble  loni  has  ihoughl  lit,  with 
equal  candour  and  courtesy,  to  refuse  alt 
public  explanation,  in  this  matter,  I  nhall  of 
course  defer  my  enquiry  to  some  more  appro- 
priate season  iind  opportuiuly ; — when  I  shall 
not  despair  of  obtiiiniiig  from  him  an  explicit, 
if  not  n  satisfactory  answer.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  will  no  longer  detain  the  meeting  from 
the  btistneas  of  the  day,  by  the  farther  discus- 
aion  of  an  afTair  which  I  miut  now  consider  as 
penonal  lo  mysvlf;  but  with  a  firm  and   re- 
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Hpectful  asswrancc  of  miccMS,  I  It-nre  my  csint 
in  ibe  lianda  of  the  wortliy,  enliglitvnotl,  snd 
independont  ciceton  of  Talkington." 

The  c|iiestion  ««a  then  put  by  the  mA}-nr, 
when  the  (thovr  of  handa  being  deciileitly  tn 
ffiTOur  of  our  hero,  the  choice  of  (he  electors 
was  declared  to  have  fallen  upon  Ilarry  CuU 
verley  Esq. 

Whereupon  a  polt  wa»  dcmnndetl  on  the 
part  of  Lord  Bplvcdert-,  and  the  two  following 
(lays  having  been  appointeil  for  tlic  purpoM 
of  taking  the  aenae  of  the  elecioiM,  the  meet' 
ing  adjourned. 

*'  1  Hay,  captain !"  ui*!  Sovrerby  to  Litmley/ 
as   they  were   about   to   leave   the   hiihtingK : 
'*  My  uilvice  about  the  lint  way  not  have  been 
allugethcr   superfluous,  1  foiMsy. — Sha'u't  we 
have  some  broken  heads,  eh?" 

"  Why  really,  Mr.  Sowerby,"  replied  Lum* 
ley,  "  I  hIiouUI  be  sorry  lo  insure  yours  i— m, 
I  must  say,  thnt  in  your  cs»e,  1  look  upon 
aucli  a  casualty  as  by  no  means  without  the 
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range  ol"  probability!  Wiih  respect  to  nny 
body  eUe,  iiow«vcr,  1  mu»t  b«g  to  declina 
giving  on  opinion." 

"  Umpb!  diplomatic  enough,  at  «ny  nte! 
But  it  won't  do. — There's  gunpowder  in  the 
wind  I  and  you  know  that  as  well  as  I  do. 
Our  candidate  miLs(  ligbt  that  saucy  jack- 
•napea  of  a  lord,— or  else,  we  must  cut 
himr 

"  Hark  yc !  Mr.  Sowcrby  I"  said  Luniley, 
"  You  were  so  good  as  to  compliment  me, 
some  time  ago,  on  my  classical  attainments. 
I  will  fartJicr  justify  your  panegyric,  by  cidling 
to  your  recollection  a  pasMge — in  I^ucretius, 
I  believe, — of  which  you  put  me  forcibly  in 
mind. — You  Hecm  fully  iuipresecd  with  the 
delights  of  watching  the  cOecta  of  a  storm 
at  aci,  from  tlte  security  of  the  sliore. — But 
have  a  care !  Those  who  venture  too  near  the 
water's  idgv,  on  these  occasions,  are  sontc- 
tines  washed  away  by  the  tide.     Does  the 
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tulure  n{  my  meuphor  suit  llie  Tocus  of  your 
m^ntHl  rision*" 

"  I  never  Ulk  in  parables;"  raid  Sowerby, 
"  and  don't  consider  myself  hound  lo  undrr- 
•taiid  tbem." 

"  Indeed  I  Danu  turn,  mom  (E/iifui* — {latt. 
Hum.  agun,  jou  sec,  Mr.  Sowerby !)  Well.  I 
must  expound.  In  plain  HnglUh, — You  art 
benevolcntlj  d«siroui  to  brinj;  about  n  duel 
between  lite  rival  candidntRs." 

"  No  such  thing!"  interrupu-d  Sowerbj — 
"  You  have  no  right  to  say  that." 

"  Well— I  am  mistaken — You  oiiiiiidcr  it 
not  desirable,—  but  inevitable — a  necestary 
e*it — Now  I  hare  only  to  nrniark,  that  there 
dm-s  not  exist,  tn  lli<  M.tjirsi)'s  ^rvioe.  n 
gentleman  more  compeltmt  (o  decide  on  rhe 
propriety  of  Bghling,  or  not  Sgliling,  tliau  my 
friend  Harry  Caberit^y,  whether  tn  hia  awn 
caae,  or  in  that  of  another.  You  may  rely 
upon  it,  that  he  will  do  what  is  right  on  the 
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preiieni  occji«ion,  A[r.  Sowerby;  and  ihat  lie 
will  proceed  under  the  »ancuon  of  competent 
prnfcfsion*!  HUtliuritics.  Itut  wliatever  nuy 
b<:  tbe  result  of  thin  iniaunderatanditi];  with 
Lurd  Belvedere,  I  would  merely  suggest  to 
fou,  wbelher  this  grutuitous  pre-judging  of 
the  CUM. — tliia  laying  dotro  of  the  Uw,  with 
to  iMiverc  It  peiiulty  nnncxcd  thereto,  mik-ht  not 
pouibly  be  attended  with  unpleasant  conM- 
quences  to  the  Relf-coiislituled  cutin»«Ilor, 
■hould  it  reach  llie  ears  of  the  principal  |>arty 
concerned. — You  understand  mc  now,  Mr. 
Sowcrby,  I  presume.     Vvrbum  aal  tapicnti." 

Sowerby's  reply,  (if  indeed  he  ineditat«Nl 
one)  was  prevented  by  the  approach  of  Sir 
Hugh,  who  WIS  collecting  hia  forces  for  the 
march  huinewiird*. 

"There  he  goes!"  muttered  Sowerby,  as 
mnlcy  walked  ofl'  to  reauuie  his  seat  in  llie 
hritska.  ".An  impudi-nt,  cuuccit«^d  pri;;!-^ 
a  confoundrd  »upercil>ou«,  arrogant,  pn-suin- 
ing  son  of ." 
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"  — A  grilling  father;"  interrupted  Scalp— 
"  That  is  ibc  best  way  to  get  out  of  il,  mj 
dear  Soworby;  parlkutarly  for  •  nun  who 
ha>  been  in  the  cost,  like  you.  One  «honld 
never  sacrifice  tlie  ladies  upon  Uieoe  eecMdom- 
Poor  dear  Mrs.  Lumley  I  Thanks  to  mc,  her 
reputation  has  bad  a  roost  providential  r*- 
capol" 

•<  I  tell  you  wbal,  Sc«lp !"  said  Sowerby, 
*'  the  iitsolcneo  of  these  red-coated  gentry— 
these  guanlamen-fclloii-H, — is  periVcily  unbear- 
tWcl" 

■'  Pslia!"  ooid  8e«Ip— "  you  are  deucedly 
fond  of  a  joke,  youraelf,  Sowerby. — You  unut 
learn  to  take  one.'' 

"  Joke,  indeed !"  ejaculated  the  incensetl 
lion  I  "  but  it's  of  no  use  to  talk  to  you,  you 
are  sure  to  side  with  ttiem." 

"  Why,  jou  know,"  said  Scalp—"  tbe« 
is  sympathy  between  tbete  military  heroei 
and  mc — we  both  ahtae  in  a  Review  f 
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Tilt  Klurn  of  tbe  bntslui  p«rly  lu  ihe  tmll, 
was  not  quite  so  meriy  as  their  departure 
The  xnticipntion  of  wlmt  was  likely  (o  ensue 
from  the  absurd  an<l  iinwummtublc  |>ctulan(!e 
o(  Lord  BelTcderv,  wu  quite  sulHcient  to  nut 
It  slight  )hadc  over  the  brilliant  pros|>ect  of 
BUOCGsa  that  the  political  state  of  affairs  pre- 
sented. Sir  Hugh  w-ao  seriously  anno.ved, 
and  alniust  out  of  humour  at  this  contre-tempt, 
,  although  ho  could  not  but  ackiiowledgv  ihat 
Marrjt'a  behaviour  had  been  in  accorduiu:e 
with  strict  propriety  on  the  occasion  i  Lum- 
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ley's  regsn)  for  our  hero,  inaa  too  sux^rr 
to  allow  of  his  feeling  or  oflTecting  iiHiiiTcmKCi 
where  Hurry's  bonour,  ind  perhaps  his  li&, 
were  at  atake;  and  Enniscortliy  was  tAO 
thoroughly  good-nntiired  a  fellow  oot  to  U- 
ment  the  •erioiis  consequerxres  of  so  fooluh 
a  nusundentanding  i  while  Harry  hinuelf,  in 
additioD  to  the  iDeviiabte  uoeasinesa  nhicli 
the    proipect   of  a  <luel    occnsions    even  U> 

loec  who  are  (rast  subject  to  the  influeoor 
of  fear,  had  tlie  monification  to  reflect,  that 
he  had  heen  obliged  to  enter  into  that  veijr 
•pecM-s  of  contest  which  l<a<)y  Belvedere  had 
urged  him  to  avoid.  He  felt,  certainly,  that 
he  lind  only  done  his  duty,  in  requiring  sn  I 
explanation  nf  Lord  Belredere'e  words;  but 
he  was  by  iio  means  certain  that  Iter  lady- 
ship would  acquit  him  of  rashness  and  need- 
ier EUGCcplibility,  in  the  course  he  had 
pursued. 

"  Tills  is  rather  awlcwanl,  sihI  very  pro- 
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'roking,'*  said  Sir  Hugh, — "  what  is  to  be  done 
next,  HArry?*' 

.  "  A«  to  that,  sir,"  Raid  Harry,  "  I  roust  leave 
the  details  to  my  friend  Lumley,  who  will 
not,  1  venture  to  hope,  desert  me  in  time 
of  need.  Lord  Ilelvedere  must  of  course  be 
brought  to  hia  semea.  lie  must,  and  shnlt 
retract  his  insinuations,  or  else  he  must  take 
(he  conse<juenceK.  I  can  never  rest  quiet 
under  tiic  mere  shadow  of  such  a  charge." 

"  Certainly  not,"  said  Lumley ;  "  you  couUt 
not  act  otherwitc  than  you  hare  dune.  I 
gire  you  great  credit,  however,  for  a  tone 
of  moderation  in  discussing  the  subject  on 
the  liustings,  which  I  trust  may  contribtitc 
to  accommudate  matters.  Belvedere  is  so 
clearly  in  the  wrung,  that  I  should  imagine 
any  tniiilary  friend  to  whom  he  may  refer 
the  affair,  will  recomn»end  on  hnmediate 
apobgy  on  bia  part.  This  of  courae  will  not 

'X  very  palatable  to  his  pride;  but  it  would 
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ba  niuc)i  more  difficult  lo  bring  nboul,  if  jaa 
had  indulged  in  violent  Innguage  in  aniDud- 
vcrdng  on  liia  conduct.  Were  he  «  peiWM 
of  doubtful  or  suspected  courage,  indeed,  ha 
could  not  well  afford  to  apologize,  even 
with  the  consciousness  of  Iteing  to  blamet 
but  aa  in  spttv  of  hU  absurdity,  Rclrcdere  u 
really  a  brave  man,  and  has  rery  lately 
■  blaxcd,'  BK  they  My  in  Dublin, — he  need 
not  fear  the  aarcasms  of  the  world,  b  the 
event  of  hi*  frtend'a  suggeating  the  amende 
koHorable." 

"1  tru»t  it  may  be  so,"  aaid  Sir  Hugfat 
"  but  in  the  meantime,  1  would  adviao  (hit 
no  atep  be  taken  in  the  matter,  until  sfWr  the 
polling  has  been  brought  to  a  cloac;  ae  I 
think  that  hostile  proceedings  might  interferir 
ityuriously,  if  not  unfairly  with  the  regular 
progrea*  of  the  eleotjoo." 

"Pardon  me,  Sir  HughT  aaid  Lumlcy— 
who,  as  the  reader  may  ob«crve,  complctal)' 
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dropped  bia  (one  of  persifiage  and  levity 
of  nunner,  when  serious  buBinc^s  was  on  tite 
taftit,  "  pardon  me.  Sir  Hugh — no  consider- 
ation cut  be  paramount  in  importance  to  that 
of  Horry's  honour;  nor  is  tlicre  any  business, 
the  adjusttnent  of  which,  csn  claim  prccc- 
ilenoc  in  point  of  time.  The  publicity  of  the 
insult,  for  hucIi  it  wtu,  wonid  be  nufBcienl  in 
itself,  to  require  the  enforcement  of  tliat  rule; 
but  had  even  the  origind  oflence  paitited  u»- 
noUced  by  the  auditory,  Lord  Belvedere's 
subsequent  conduct  in  publicly  refusing  nil  ex- 
planatioDt  luid  thus  fixing  the  attention  of 
every  body  on  the  nfTnir,  has  rendered  prompt 
measures  indiBpensable.  —  What  says  Lord 
Enniseorthy  ?  " 

"Indeed,  Captabi  Lumley,"  said  his  lurd- 
ehip,  "  1  an  entirely  of  your  opinion,  rht 
more  prompt  and  decided  we  are,  at  first, 
the  better  our  chniKe  of  obtaining  fair  terms 
in  the  negocialion.     It  ia  a  good  maxim  in 
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)K>liucS|  ibal  the  mott  elTcdunl  way  to  nuunuin 
peace,  is  to  show,  tliat  you  arc  fully  pn-pan:d 
for  war." 

It  was  thervTore  agreed,  that  itumediate 
itrpa  should  be  taken  with  a  view  of  briity- 
ing  Lord  Belvedere  to  rraaon;  and,  in  itc- 
conliince  with  this  dettrmlnation,  Fitzror 
Lumlry  was  empowered  to  ccHnmunicate  with 
hti  lordftliip,  on  the  vubj^ct:  which  he  did, 
by  the  following  note,  written  the  name  even- 
ing, and  <Iispati:hecl  early  llie  next  morning, 
to  his  contmittce-rooin,  at  the  Green  Lion ; — 
the  «aid  conimitti'e-room  bnng  considered  a 
more  conrenient  Hn<l  Appropriate  tocai  for  all 
llie  purposes  of  hoatik  eorres|KHideiMre,  than 
llelvedere  Abbey. 


"  Cahertey  JfaU.—tA  S0ptemSgr,  ISSfi. 
"My  Dear  Lokd  Bblvedbre, 
"  My  friend,  Captain  Cahrerley,  conceiving 
that  certain  expressions  wlilch  fell  from  your 
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lordftbip,  this  day,  at  the  huatingt,  were  in- 
tended to  conrey  ui  impututtun  highly  in- 
jurious to  liis  chnrncter  lu  a  gcntlvmaa,  I  have 
\>eea  empowered  by  him,  to  demand  a  distim-t 
cxplstiation  of  your  lonUhip'a  meaning  in 
using  the  words  referred  to. 

"  It  tlierefore  becomes  ray  duty  to  call  upon 
your  lordship,  explicitly  to  slate  whether  it 
was  your  intention  to  charge  Captain  Calvcr* 
ley  with  having  employed  hired  agents,  to 
obstruct  your  purpottc  of  addreiting  the 
elector!. 

"  iiliould  your  lordship  still  decline  to  dis- 
avow this  intention,  such  m  refusal  mubt  of 
course  be  cunBidered  a  virtual  ucknowlcdg- 
ment  of  the  meaning  attached  to  your  wonU 
by  Captain  Calverley :— in  which  case,  I  have 
only  to  request  that  you  will  refer  me  to 
some  friend,  who  may  be  authorized  to  enter 
into  the  necessary  arningcinents  on  your  )>art, 
for   llio  immediate  settlement  of   the   affair, 
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MeardiDg  to  die  mdjr  remuiung  mode  to 
whicb  Capiaia  CdTerley  can  retort  for  thr 
viaAeuion  of  hii  booonr. 

"  I  rrouin,  my  dear  lord, 

"  Vow  wry  Ctitliful  servul, 

"  FlTZROV    Lb'ULCV." 

"  Tbe  Lonl  \'ucout)i  BeUedvre." 

To  thb  nittiTe,  the  rolluviiig  Muwer  wat  ia 
due  tiooiw  returned. — 


"  CommUttf  Room,  Gren  Liaa- 

"  Stpltmber  —/A,  18SS. 

"Mif  DcAB  Caitaix  Lumlcv, 

*'  I  have  had  tb«  honour  to  receive  yoai 

now  of  ibb  morning  i   and    brg  to  Mate,  ia 

reply,   that   until    the    arriTa)   of   my    frirad 

M^or  Graham,  of  (he  — th  fluasars,  to  whom 

]  propoae  entniJiting  the  management  of  thii 

iflSdr,  and  who,  I  hope,  in  oomf^aDee  with 

my  nunroona,  will  reach  Tolkmgton,   tn    the 
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course  of  tiie  da;,— I  maat  (lectin*  <a>in({ 
snythiiiK  on  the  subject  to  wliich  your  coinniu> 
nicalion  refers. 

"  I  hnvt  the  honour  to  be,  my  dejtr  dr, 

"  Your  faithful  servant, 
"  BeLVEueRE." 
"  Captain  Fitxroy  Lumley,  Grenadier  Gtinrd*," 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


In  the  iiit'aniiinv  th«  poHinf*  commenced,  and 
went  on  witJi  great  spirit,  but  without  tl>e 
occurrence  of  any  circumstance  worth  n4ir- 
mting.  As  tlie  day  advanced,  Calvcrlcy  was 
rapidly  gaining  groiin<)  on  lii*  opi)onent; — «  fact 
which  oporatcd  motit  ravournbly  on  (lie  npiriUi  uf 
ttiecrowtUwho,  with  (he  characteristic  libcnilily 
that  (lutinguislies  our  pohtical  contectn,  diil 
not  fail  to  Baintc  the  ears  of  iiil  tlie  BelvL'ilvrc 
voter*  with  every  discordant  sound  witliin 
the  rnnge  of  the  electioneering  frnmut.  The 
mayor,  however,  nt  the  parlicnlnr  request  vt 
Calvcrley,  luid  laken  eflectual  means,  bj  tlw 
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jwiidotu  dbpoaal  of  the  niiiueipitl  forer.  lo 
ptefent  tbe  pooibdit;  of  anjr  physioU  ob- 
mnetioo  hung  offered  to  the  electors  of  either 
party,  b  Uwir  pftigi«M  to  tbe  fauKkigs ;  nor 
dU  tbe  agents  of  tbe  poptilar  candMlaie  throw 
the  osoal  inpedimeoU  in  the  -way  of  Lonl 
Behredere's  roten,  by  uimccessarny  BtfUng 
their  electodal  claims,  with  a  view  of  rcUrd* 
uig  tbe  proceedtag»,  uid  thus  leesening  the 
■Mont  of  his  Toiet,  at  the  cIom  of  tbe  day 'i 
poD.  Sir  Uu|{h  felt  *o  confident  of  Tictoiyi 
that  be  took  a  pride  in  showing  how  little 
he  «alt>ed  the  initncrical  strength  of  the  oppo* 
site  party ;  and  Harry  wai  unaRectcd))',  ntty, 
perhaps,  aa  politics  go,  somewhat  Quixotically, 
deairous  that  the  cuntint  should  be  cottducted 
<m  hia  part,  in  tbe  strictest  spirit  of  chivalrous 
delicacy  and  grBllenwnty  feeling.  It  was 
agreed  on  both  sides,  that  the  bribery  oath 
should  not  be  adniiniatered  ;  wliich  considerate 
forbearaBce  towanls  the  conaciences  of  the 
electon,  on  these  oecuiona,  caiuiot  be   too 
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strongl)'  recommcndedi  In  justice  to  Lord 
Belvederet  nlso,  it  iniist  be  NUtrd,  thai,  in  th« 
inanagcmenl  t>f  his  part  of  the  affair,  there 
wM  no  material  dCTiutitm  from  the  liberul 
courM  imrsucd  by  his  oiiponentj  iny  little 
deficienc>'  of  courteny  and  good  humour,  in 
hid  lordsbipV  electioneering  staff,  being  auch 

I  as  mijjht  re«M>nably  be  excused  in  those  who 
hod  the  mortification  to  feel  that  they  were 
on  the  losing  side. 
At  the  close  of  the  6ret  day's  poll,  the 
numbers  were  declared  to  be — 
Calverley 17i 
B          Belvedere      .     .     .    .    9G 
^t           Miijorily  for  Calvcrlcy.     78 
On  this  nntiouncenipnt,  which  the  crowd  of 
course  received  with  loud  cheers,  each  candi* 
date  addressed  the  electors,  in  the  regulation 
set  of  phrases,   appropriated   by  ininiemorial 
usnge,  to  his  peculiar  position  on  the  poll  t — 
oik]  as  the  reader,  if  lie  hare  ever  watched  the 
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prupeas  of »  c<ni«l«d  election,  ia  (guite  con»- 
pcteot,  wiUiout  tnttnbtuhing  liU  claim  to  the 
gift  of  propbecjr.  to  anticipate  the  nnturr  of 
the  potots  M  fclicitoucly  ilwclt  on  by  eacii 
pvtf,  we  will  s|»rtt  him  tlie  perusal  of  «e 
edtfjriog  anil  otigiml  »  dlipUy  of  oralory. 

la  the  flouruluDg  itate  of  hts  mum,  Hjn; 
raight  indeed  be  allowed  to  feel  the  grati- 
fication And  confidence  which  it  wnk  his  ilulj 
to  cxpnu )  —  but  poor  Lord  Belvedrrr, 
■lihough  he  made  the  inevitable  profeakion  or 
unabated  ho[>ce,  am)  Kaiiguinv  expcclalioiuwf 
socoeaa,  wu,  in  reality,  morrtfied  to  the  soul. 
and  cren  more  astoaisbcd  Ibon  murtilinl. 
The  fuct  is,  that  hit  canvaning  books  liatl 
dbplayed  a  moat  creditable  army  of  promise*, 
wliich,  bad  thc>  been  all  fulfilled,  would  hare 
tnuired  him  one  half  of  the  votes  contained  in 
tbc  borough;  and  tbeac  being  once  secured, 
be  conceived  lie  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a*  many  of  the  doubtful  as  wouIiJ 
cHectudtly  turn  the  balance  in  his  favour.     Jt 
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sned,  however,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  tlioic  in  whom  he  placed  such 
imphcit  faith,  were  the  memlwrs  of  a  aeiiii- 
political,  semi-itcientific  society,  known  by 
the  nugust  deugimiion  of  tito  "  T«lkington 
Mechniiics'  InHlitiite;"  wliether  an  adlliated 
branch  of  tlic  Metropolitan  Association  of  that 
name,  or,  oa  topM!  faid,  n  small  mulct,  branch- 
ing oil'  from  the  might)'  and  fcrtiliting  atrean) 
of  "UBeful  Knoirledgc,"  we  cannot  exactly 
fy.  Certain  it  is,  that  whatorcr  might  be 
the  nature  and  objects  of  its  weekly  meetings, 
they  were  neither  unohsciired  by  the  amoke 
of  tobacco,  nor  unmoigtenrd  by  brandy  and 
water;— luxuries,  tlir  moderate  use  of  which 
we  may  preaume  to  be  not  wholly  unfavouf- 
able  to  the  development  of  the  humnn  intel- 
lect, and  the  ennobling  pursuits  of  philoso- 
|)hy;  u  moat  be  evident  to  all  who  acknow- 
ledge themselves  admirers  of  ICnglish  poetry 
and  Uernian  metaphysica' 

Now,  ii  so  liappened,  tliat  the  mcnhen  of 
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thia  dWtingtiithetl  body  belonged,  for  the  moil 
part,  to  that  dau,  on  whom  the  reform  bill 
had  confrrrvd  the  right  of  voting ;  aod,  u 
they  were  mffldently  aware  of  the  power  of 
eombiiutioti  to  know  how  much  their  import- 
ance depended  on  their  unaniitiity  in  any 
poHrieal  mofetnent,  they  were  wi«e  cnoujjh  tn 
cone  to  a  resolution  that  the  whole  weight  of 
their  inflitence  itbauld  be  thrown  into  the 
seafe  of  one  or  other  party.  This  having  been 
carried  by  aedamationt  the  iwxt  thing  to  be 
eoMidered  wm.  the  choice  of  the  condidaie 
whose  inlcmtc  they  nhould  espouse.  But 
thb  presented  a  diflScutty  not  co  easily  dis- 
posed  of.  —  in  consequence  of  the  nicely 
baluMed  claim*  of  the  two  families  on  the 
favour  of  the  electors,  to  which  ««  have 
aheady  bo  often  adverted.  From  thia  awful 
dilenma,  Uk-v  were  however  delivered  by  a 
suggostion  that  could  only  have  eninn,tled  from 
ooe  of  iheae  naster-mintls,  which,  in  greal 
comrotinitics,  as  in  small,  are  destined  to  direct 
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tlie  tnolioiiK  of  tlie  mAss  to  whkli  tliey  belong, 
vrilh  a  resistless  authority  of  inlellect  that 
upproachcfl  to  despotism. 

It  was  agreed  that  ihey  should  keep  al<K>f, 
until  the  election  nan  ho  far  advanced  a«  to 
enable  them  to  judge  of  llic  probabilities  of 
succestt;  when,  either  candidate  having  got 
sufficiently  a-head  to  secure  hts  return  with 
their  assistance,  ihcy  would  at  once  throw 
the  wliule  weight  of  their  numbers  into  the 
descending  scale,  and  decide  tlic  fortune  of 
the  <Iay.  They  would  thua  hare  held  the 
balance  between  the  two  parties;  the  con* 
queror  would,  no  doubt,  be  imprcucd  with 
the  highest  veneration  for  their  political 
power  and  imporlance;  and  bia  gratitude 
would,  they  trusted,  exhibit  itself  (owarda  ihia 
eflfectivc  corps  of  poUtical  rtMigevrM,  in  sundry 
acts  of  patronage,  highly  conducive  to  thi-ir 
corporate  proaperily,  and  individual  ndrnn* 
lage.  In  the  meantime,  they  were  perfvcily 
at   liberty  to   protniw   their  support  to  both 
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paitiet;— «  coone  wbieb  was  recomnti-iKlod, 
m  dvctdvdly  advitable  tmdrr  the  circum- 
tMMM,  u  tbcjr  would  tbui  be  certun  of  re- 
iViMhig  ibdr  pledfM  to  ooe;  wboreat,  if 
tbejr  exhibited  any  oodoe  pairtialitjr  in  ihdi 
ta^tgmmmUi  U>ey  would  incur  great  riak  of 
bf«akiiig  tbeir  word,  and  by  a  tardy  dedara- 
(»n  in  iavooT  of  tbe  rising  casdidate.  low- 
balf  tbc  merit  of  decided  partizanahip. 

Tbis  profotind  system  of  tactics  was  aoconl- 
iagly  parated  with  great  succeas,  and  each 
oadklaie  rcdcosed  wUb  ootifldence  on  tbe 
support  of  tbe  "  Inatitnte.'*  Bat  towaxds  the 
middle  of  tlw  flrsl  day,  Harry's  position  on 
tbe  poll  was  sock  as  to  convince  tbe  wciolyi 
that  tbe  moment  for  tbeir  intorvention  had 
arriTcdi  and  they  forthwith  [>roceeclcd  to  tl»c 
bustinf^  in  great  mtmbcrs.  One  half  had 
voted,  before  the  close  of  the  day's  poll; 
and  tlte  remainder,  coming  early  into  tlie  ftsM, 
tbe  next  morning,  soon  placed  the  iriumpli 
of  our  hero  beyond  a  dotibt. 
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At  one  o'docic,  Catrerley  vru  one  liundred 
lUid  fifty  a-hcad  on  tltc  grou  poll ;  and  L(>rd 
Belvedvrc  seeing  liimacif  betrayed,  and  awnre 
that  there  did  not  remain  flfty  unpolled  voters 
in  the  borough,  resigned  the  contest,  ind 
<IroT(!  to  the  Green  Lion  in  a  fit  of  disgust 
and  indignation,  which  the  conduct  af  some 
part  or  the  constituency  hud  rendered  very 
legitinute. 

Just  as  he  had  alighted  from  his  carriage, 
Major  Graham  of  (he  — th  Hussan,  drove 
up  (o  the  door,  havmg  travelled  night  and 
dayt  from  London,  in  obedience  to  the  sunv 
inoDt  of  hia  friend. 

The  result  of  the  conference  which  was 
tminediatcly  held  between  the  discomfited  can- 
didate and  his  military  adviser,  will  be  duly 
laid  before  the  reader,  with  a  variety  of  other 
particulars  connected  with  this  affair,  in  the 
next  chapter. 


mumr  fiuvsat-Br. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


fW^,  with  the  exception  of 

jmitj,  were  all  aaaenbled  for 

ibc  hJkm  bsd  decked  that 

engaging  tBuleSi 

coagntulalory  phnaes, 

sueoeMfiil  caa- 

occnpied  with 

election,  the  tr- 


C>hrerU?'>  fair 

of  SowerifjT, 

cocdially  pleuetl 


llAltRY   CALVESLBr. 


88? 


the  refiult  of  the  contegL      Even  the 

unUble  traveller  biniaelf  could  not  but  afTect 
to  be  gratitied  by  the  suocess  of  \m  host's 
nephew;  but  with  charncteriRtic  i^ood  taste, 
be  uttered  many  a  devout  aspiration,  e»rnf»tly 
(leprecntury  of  the  petition,  which  from  what 
he  bad  caaually  heard  from  Lord  Belvedere's 
legal  advUer,  be  had  reason  to  fear  was  inevit- 
able! 

This  bint  was  received  by  Sir  Hugh  with 
leas  manifotation  of  annoyance  than  was 
usually  elicited  by  any  remark  that  appeared 
to  trench  on  his  parliamentary  im|M>rtance ; 
and  even  Lord  Enniscortby  uttered  no  sar- 
castic rejoinder  on  Ute  occtwion.  Indeed  both 
genllemun  seemed  pTeoceupit;  and  this  fur- 
beurance  on  tlu-ir  part  wdb  e^-idenlly  less  the 
result  of  a  spirit  of  Chriaiiao  meekness,  thitn 
a  aort  of  abaence  of  mind  for  which  the  ladivs 
could  in  ito  way  account. 

[be  eflbrts  which  !>■ 
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to  appear  lively  and  animated,  he  would  every 
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DOW  and  tlien  fall  into  b  riverie,  which,  to 
iudge  by  Uw  contraction  of  his  brow,  woulil 
to  be  of  no  very  ogreeablv  character. 
HU  choculute  lay  untasled  before  him-,  act! 
the  iide^buartl,  which  usually,  at  the  monUng 
meal,  claimed  a  conaideruble  xbnrc  of  bis  it- 
Icntiou,  now  displayed  its  rich  abundance  i>i 
vain.  iJu  uUo  exhibited  divers  Rymptoms  of 
rc»lk-«»iies»,  frequently  rising  from  his  chair, 
and  walking  towards  the  window,  a*  if  lie 
were  in  anxious  expectation  of  an  arrival. 

"Are  you  sure.  Sir  Hugh,"  unquired  Lady 
itXavy,  not  purticulitrly  well  pleaM-d  at  having 
taken  the  trouble  of  getting  up  so  early,  for 
notliing }  "  are  you  sure  lluit  Harry  meant 
Id  breakfast  licrcf" 

"  Oh,  certainly,  my  dear;"  said  Sir  Hugh; 
"  unleai,  to  bt!  Rure,  something  particular  may 
have  occurred  to  prevent  bim.  On  these  oc- 
casions, you  know,  there  is  always  a  great  deal 
to  be  done.  Me  will  be  here  presently  I  dare 
say." 
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"  How  U  that?"  eutgtiireil  Mrs.  Aylmerj 
"  ilkl  tiot  Captaiu  Calverley  tlvcp  at  the  hall 
lait  night!" 

"  Ko,"  said  Sir  Hugh ;  "  (liere  iroa  »o  much 
to  urrnngv  with  tiic  cummitue,  and  they  were 
likely  to  be  detmned  so  lutv,  tJiat  be  and  Lum- 
ley  determined  to  rein«iti  for  the  night  at  the 
Calrerley  Anna," 

"  And  1  BUdpccl,"  said  Sowerby,  wide  to 
Scalp,  for  ervn  he  hod  too  much  regard  for  the 
ncrrei  of  lh«  ludtes,  to  utter  his  conjectures  tn 
tJieir  hearing  [  *'  I  «us|M:i:t  their  bufiineaa  this 
rooming  ia  with  the  Behedere  Arm*i — fire- 
armtt  I  inean." 

"Huaht"  said  Scalp;  "we  had  better  keep 
our  Huspicions  to  ourselves,  or  we  aliati  have 
all  llic  women  in  hysterics." 

"  It  would  be  mthcr  a  curioUH  wind-up  u> 
the  athiir,  if  our  new  uiember  was  to  be  shot 
through  the  head  tliU  morning,"  continued 
Sowerby,  regardlevs  of  Scalp's  cautionury  Ad- 
monition. 
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"  One  would  think  you  had  an  eye  on  llic 
vacancy  yuunelfi"  ouitl  Scalp.  "  Yttu  E«riB 
to  conuJer  the  pn>bubility  uf  audi  a  cuUiuit; 
nith  nich  very  philosophies]  feelings." 

'*  Pshs !  t  wish  ihtt  boy  no  hann — but  llie 
loRB  would  not  bo  irreparable — the  race  ut 
coxconiba  is  in  no  dang«r  of  being  eiiinuu" 

JuM  at  \Uh  moment,  the  aoumi  uf  n  horoe 
galloping  at  full  speed  up  ihc  avenue,  has 
board ;  Sir  Hugh  staneil  up,  and  rushed  tv 
tlic  window  in  great  agitation.  He  was  juit  in 
time  to  catdi  a  glimpse  of  the  horseman,  oi  he 
darted  piisti  but  the  diaiiince  between  ilif 
gi-avel-road  thai  swept  up  to  the  door,  and  the 
windows  of  the  breakrast-rooni,  was  loo  ifTvsl 
to  allow  of  his  SKCcrtiiining  an>  thing  be>o»d  the 
fact,  ihiit  it  WNS  a  man  in  u  groom's  dreiu,  who 
appejircd  to  be  sent  on  business  of  the  highest 
imporUnce,  if  one  might  judge  by  the  eager- 
ness  with  which  he  urgc<l  his  punting  sic«d. 

Sir  Hugh  returned  to  the  break Jiut- table. 
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with  a  face  tlic  hue  of  the  cloth,  and  the  mental 
uncosinras  umlcr  which  he  laboured,  woa  mani- 
r«#t  to  all  present,  when  the  door  opened,  and 
n  MrvMnt  nwde  \t\»  appearance  with  a  note 
which  he  delivered  to  his  master. 

"The  messenger  w«itfi.  Sir  Hugh!"  said 
the  aoleron  Mr.  Walford,  aa  lie  extended  the 
silver  sniver. 

'I'he  baronet  snatched  the  note  eagerl)'.  It 
was  directed  in  a  slovenly,  hurried,  h.iml,  and 
bore  the  word  "  Immediate,"  doubly  under* 
scored,  abore  the  direction.  His  hand  Uem- 
bled  violently  as  he  atiempted  lo  break  the  seal. 

"  For  heaven's  sake,  what  is  the  matter,  Sir 
Hugh!  "  enquired  Lady  Mary,  seriously  alarmed 
by  tlia  evident  agitation  of  bcr  husband. 

"  Nothing— nothing,  iny  dear!"  answered 
he,  as  lie  hastily  tore  off  the  envelope.  But 
no  sooner  bad  he  cast  his  eye  over  the  contents 
of  the  note,  then  he  threw  it  flrom  him  on  the 
table,  with  an  exclamation  not  many  degrees 
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regret  to  say,  deprive  me  of  the  pleadure  1 
■hould  have  hiul  m  attondrng  tlie  dinner  at 
TalktngtoD  to-day.  I  loM  not  a  moment  in 
u|>prUii>g  you  of  thu.  Pray  itnike  my  excuus 
tp  your  iiepbow,  and  believe  me, 

"  Faithfully  yours, 

"  Raby. 
"  P.S.   I  trust  you  vril)  not  forget  tnc  on  the 


On  perusing  this  note,  Lady  Mary  was  still 

I  more  perplexed  to  ascertain  why  it  had  worked 

10  powerfully  on   Sir  Hugh's  feelings.     But 

I  before  any  of  l)ic  p«rty  had  time  to  expend 

much  ingenuity  in  tlie  shape  of  conjecture  on 

the  nubjecc,  a  tap  was  hcanl  at  the  window 

opening  on  the  lawn,  and  to  the  great  n-lief  of 

Sir    Hugh    nnd    Lonl    Enniitcorthy,    the    two 

alueiitetM  ntade  their  appearance  outside,  with 

|,too  much  ^ee  In  their  countenances  to  admit 

)  of  any  fartlier  anxiety  respecting  the  cause  of 

I  their  delay. 
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"Welcome — welcome!"  exclaimed SirHogb, 
ss  be  threw  open  the  batlant  of  the  Freocb 
window.  And  admitted  the  new  arrirftls.  "  How 
Ute  you  are,  ilany !  The  kdie«  hare  been 
all  imi>atience  to  offer  tbcir  congratulatiotis." 

"Lntel"  ejaculated  Lumley.  "Indeed. 
Sir  Hugh,  I  tliink  we  are  reroarkubljr  earij. 
considering  all  the  buanoBs  we  have  gone 
through  this  morning.  M''e  were  at  Bamwell 
Chase  hy  eight  o'clock." 

"Barnwell!"  said  Lady  Mary ;  "what  were 
you  doing  there?" 

"  My  friend  Harry,"  wd  Lumlcy,— "I  beg 
Via  pardon^tic  honourable  racmher  for  Talk- 
ington — was  desirous  of  n  little  exercise  to  give 
him  an  appetite  for  hix  breakfast.  But,  seri- 
ously, meedames,  Harry  calls  for  your  coiigra- 
tulations  in  a  two-fold  capacity.  You  already 
know  him  as  the  victorious  canilidate — the 
liero  of  the  liuntingi; — behold  thi«  morning 
tlie  successful  duelliat !  le  preux  tiu  piatolet  /" 
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Duellist  1 "    oxclaiined  all    ib«   Udies  at 

B,  in  horror  and  atnasement. 

"Etch   bo,"   Mid    Lumk-y;   "and   if  you 

doubt  my  word,  ate  whether  his  own  blushes 

do  not  betray  him.     Not  content  with  nnnihi- 

lating  Lord    Belvedere's  political   pretenitiotii 

I.jresterday,  be  has  shot  off  his  lordship's  right 
irhisker  this  morning." 
This  announcement  (troduced  a  fresh  burst 
of  surprise,  not  unmingled  wiib  exultation  un 
'tlic  part  of  Sir  Hugh ;  and  all  present  bein^ 
extremely  anxious  to  ascertain  the  parliculan 
of  the  affair,  Luinley  was  called  upon  in  his 
character  of  eye-witness  and  principal  nego- 
cimtor,  to  furnisli  an  accurate  and  dvuiiled 
stAlement  of  the  circum»tanoei. 
'  As  the  reader,  however,  is  already  in  |mm* 

Msaion  of  the  origin  of  the  tjuarrcl,  and  some 
of  tbe  proceedings  that  were  adopted  with  a 
view  (o  ita  adjustment,  we  shall  not  giro  the 
niirrattve  in  Lumley's  words,  but  content  our- 
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scltes  with  slating  brieMjr  wli«t  liati  bilt«i  plnte 
iibscciuenil)-  to  ilie  nrrival  c>r  Miyor  Grahuo 
:  U>c^  Grern  Lion. 

On  living  raade  ■etinniniotl  with  tlip  (sett, 
till!  gallant  officer  did  out  Itetitate  to  decUf* 
that  Lord  Bel*«ittrc  wu  in  the  wrung  j — d^ 
cidcilljr  eo,  in  (tie  tir«t  {ti»(Anc«,  by  makiag  « 
cliargv  wiiich  it  wns  iinpDuibIt'  for  him  to  sub- 
stantiate, »s  it  «ppe«nMil  to  be  wholly  wilbnut 
Toundatiun; — nnd  slill  inon>  so,  in  thu  Mwoml 
jiUctf,  bj-  refusing  to  relnct  it  publicly,  wlien 
called  upon  by  the  injured  parly,  with  calmnni 
and  modcmtion  to  do  >o.  Still,  as  a  tarij 
complianDe  with  tbla  requrst  might  seem  to  be 
rather  the  result  of  intimidation,  than  an  eri- 
denci'  of  a  inore  correct  stntr  of  frrling  on  tfav 
Kubjrct,  Grahnm  could  scarcely  lake  uiJon  him- 
»elf  to  advise  an  apolog)'  i — and  although  con- 
vinced of  his  error,  I^rd  Belvedere  protested 
that  no  power  on  earth  should  induce  hun  In 
offer  any  explanation,  until,  by  receiring  his  ad- 
versaiy's  fire,  he  bad  put  il  out  of  the  power 
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of  hU  enetnicfl  to  tntBinteq>ret  bis  motives  in 
doing  what  he  reluctantly  *clcnowle<lged  (o  be 
nn  set  of  juiticc. 
B       Under  ihvte  circumstances,  Graham  had  no 
nttematiTc,  but  to  put  hiinself  at  once  in  com- 

Itnunicatioii  with  Luuiley,  for  the  puqioM  of 
arranging  thi:  terms  of  a  meeting  which  all 
ponies  perceived  to  be  inevitable.  Upon  all 
such  occasions,  whore  the   principals  are  de- 

tcidcdly  in  earnest,  the  necessary  dispositiuns 
Df  the  combat  are  itot  tnatlor  of  such  thJlicully 
■a  to  aSbrd  to  the  seconds  either  pretext  or  up- 
portunity  for  much  delay  in  their  adjustment. 
HXhc  afTsir  was  accordingly  fixed  for  the  next 
morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  on  Baniwvll  Common, 
whitlier  both   partW  proceeded   at  the  a)>- 
pointed  hour. 
The  ground  having  been  taken,  the  word  was 
^tfiven  fur  both  cotnbataott  to  fire  at  the  same 
^pB<mK>nti    and    Hurry,  wlio  well   knew    Lord 
Belvedere's  skill  as  a  msrkaman,  w«a  obliged, 
in  aelf-defenco,  to  exert  his  own  to  the  utmost. 
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nltbiiiigli  by  no  means  anxious  to  dumias  bi» 
nntagODisI  to  the  shailea  betow,  on  the  occasion 
of  so  foolish  atniHunderstanding.  He  Bred  in- 
stant); ; — bis  ball  slightly  grnscd  Lord  BeKr- 
Jvrc's  check,  without  doing  him  any  other 
injury  than  the  reinoral  of  a  part  of  his  whis- 
ker ;  and  hia  lordship,  who  had  not  obeyed 
the  word  of  coninuind,  tmniccliatcly  dbcharged 
his  pistol  in  the  air.  He  then  proceeded,  u 
previously  agreed  upon,  hc-twecn  Graham  and 
himself,  to  express  Ids  regret  for  the  word* 
which,  in  an  ungiurdi-d  uiontenl  uf  irritatioDi 
hod  fallen  from  him  on  the  butting*.  He  now 
avowed  his  perfect  conviction  (bat  Captain 
Calverley  was  wholly  incapable  of  the  conduct 
which  those  words  might  be  supposed  to  im- 
pute (o  him,  and  distinctly  disclaimed  all  inten- 
tion of  conveying  such  a  charge. 

This  was,  of  course,  satiaGictory  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but  as  the  insult  had  been  puhlidy 
given,  and  as  publicly  persisted  in,  Cltzroy 
Lumley  declared  that  notliing  short  of  Lord 
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BcWcdcre'a  «lgniiture  to  a  written  diKlaimer, 
coulil  satisfy  llie  honour  of  his  principal,  uii- 
Icsii  indeet)  bis  lordsliip  thought  proper  to 
make  hb  verbal  rctrnetation  in  as  public  a 
manner  as  ho  hnO  uttered  tlie  in»intiation. 

After  n  little  demurring.  Major  Gratum 
ocqulMced  in  the  fainieits  of  the  alternative ; 
and  a  statement  having  been  prepared,  to  the 
above-mentioned  eflect.  and  drawn  up  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  honour  of  botti  parties. 
Lord  Belvedere  affixed  his  signature  to  it ; 
whereupon  the  combatants  separnted,  with 
greatly  dimini*licd  hostility,  iind  increased  re- 
spect for  each  other. 

If  anything  had  been  wanting  to  crown  ibe 
political  and  social  popularity  of  our  friend 
Harry,  in  the  borough  or  at  the  hall,  this 
affair,  ao  happily  icrniinated,  would  have  sup- 
plied the  deficiency.  As  it  was,  tlie  elcclorG 
were  prouder  than  ever  of  their  choice,  iind 
the  todies  more  und  more  captivated  with  their 
hero.     The  busincsj  of  iho  day  proceeded  of 
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eourM  with  adtUlionftl  (ti^rit  and  aounfttioa, 
from  itie  Mmambranne  of  |uuit  diuij^n,  «ml 
thv  pri<lu  of  reoent  Iriuinpb ;  but  In  codk- 
qucQco  of  tlie  ktato  of  ihv  «  cntbcr, — the  duti^ 
ing  or  the  aueoeunjl  CKiididulc, — b>  which 
{ilirase  ia  now  undenttooU  bJi  progren  ibroagh 
the  burtMigli  in  n  barouche  and  four,  -etcOBi- 
peniud  by  the  "  rabble  rout,"  whose  tnelo- 
ilious  accents  arc  mippoied  to  represent  ibe 
cor  jiopnli,  aa  these  occuiionii, — was  curtailed 
of  hair  the  splendours  which  uauAlly  divtia- 
guisl)  that  venerable  and  inijxtiiiiij^  ccremonUl- 
Thc  clouds,  wlitcb  had  assumed  a  ihreateniuK 
aspect  during  the  earlj'  pjirt  of  tht;  day,  be- 
gan to  diiijolvc,  and  Mcnd  down  their  a^ttgtmt 
tribute  to  mother  earth,  just  at  the  critical 
moment  when  the  proceuion  put  itself  in  mo- 
tion ;  and  ere  it  had  proceeded  a  couple  iif 
hundred  yordft  oil  its  course,  the  refreafaing 
streams  ileicended  in  such  bountiAil  abund- 
ance, on  the  lieads  of  the  hotwuruble  membrr 
and    bis   coinpanioiM,   that   the   earring  wa« 
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ImraeilUtely  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  tite 
crowd  of  dripping  patriots  who  liiul  assembled 
to  wiloesa  bia  OTation>  were  fiiin  to  content 
thenuwlvce  with  what  they  couU)  mc  uf  their 
well-betoved  representative,  tlirough  the  win> 
dow  of  the  barouche,  m  llie  rc-mnindcr  of  the 
prngreu  wnn  pcrfomted  in  double  quick  tlmv, 
for  the  eapectal  accommodation  of  Sir  Hugh 
Calverley's  postiltona. 

But  the  gloriot  of  the  dny  did  not  end  here. 
— The  dinner  whicli  took  pUcc  in  the  evvn< 
tng,  nl  llie  "  Calverley  Arms,"  to  celcbrnte 
the  return  of  our  hen»,  wentofl'to  admiration; 
— At  le«tt  if  we  may  ere<)it  the  re|tort  of  the 

Tnlkingion  I'ljing  PottI,  and  the County 

Chronicle: — atMl  indeed  oa  the  editors  of  these 
(wo  "  l>est  public  imtmctora "  had  hten  iic 
comnodftled  with  scflta  at  the  head  tablel- 
and their  nsmea  handsomely  coupled  by  Lord 
Knni»cortby,  the  diatin;;uished  chiurmiui  ul* 
the  day,  with  the  inxpiring  loui<t  of  "  the 
Iberty  of  the  prcsa," — they  wore  bound  tu 
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'  account  of  a  (estititj 
mly  libenl  uul  cooab- 
h. — To    tdopc    a    fktouriie 
•(  tW  did;  aod   wedtljr    orgtni  of 
■fM^-'fl«rGnto»ill  not  aOoww' 
r  ■■•  •  U  detta  of  an  that  paased  (■ 
SoCca  it  lo  My,— dial 
tlie  mheit  part;  from  tbe  lull. 
ih*  doner  bj  ifacir  pmactice.— ttut 
bv.  aaffw  raon  waa  aa  crowded, 
of  hi|i  nil  aa  potent, — the  ma- 
WW  ■•  hot, — ttke  tpnAet, 
mmat  part,  aa  bad. — and  ■  great  pro- 
I  of  tW  cwpawjt  aa  drunk,  mb  tbe  moat 
I  of  au^  cuQvivUl  diiplaji 
,  cooU  poaaiblf  desire. 
Bam  weM  ^ramh  bu   biuaoeaa  Gke  a 
fcaro!    daBiMwi  tha    nfuUtton    number  of 

,  judiciouslj  Ma- 
.  of  local  eliip<4np,— 
viae  vitb  all  tbe  ootablei  of  tlic  ptacr, 
aaJ  propoacd  the  baahb  of  the  ladioa.  wUli  an 
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ftfl^tbig  tribute  to  tbe  virtues  of  the  Brtiuli 
fair,  that  went  straight  to  (he  bearta  of  some 
hulf-doEcn  stumpy  damsels, — who,  iii  all   Ihi: 
pride  of  Roman  peiirln,  urlificiul  IIuwvdi,  book* 
mUBltn,  and  red  elbows,  graced  a  rickelty  gal- 
lery nt  one  end  of  the  room,  which,  on  ball- 
nights,  waa  occupied  by  •  crew  of  mtmicnl  bar- 
barians, dignified  by  tlie  njinie  of  tbe  orcheslrn. 
In  short,  be  charmed  all  present  by  hi» 
eloquence  and    ufTability, — and    finally  with- 
drew amiii  the  accUunationH  of  an  nssonihly, 
whoie  strength  of  lungs  <wined  to  have  hi- 
creased  in  tbe  same  ratio  as  their  powers  of 
vision ; — which,  wc  need  not  say,  irere  dou- 
bled;— ud  after  the  stunning  conviviality  of 
tbe  scen«  which  be  hud  undergone,  and  che 
c|Uaiitily  of  ba«l  port  wine  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  absorb,  it  is  no  wonder  that  when 
he  nwoke  the  next  morning,  bis  eyes  felt  like 
a  couple  of  bunting  coals,  bb  nifK*  like  a 
lighted  cigar,  and  his  mouth  and  tltrout  like 
the  crater  of  Mount  Vesuvius ! 
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Tbc  political  contest  with  all  Ha  Aitendani 
bustle  and  annoyances,  Iiuviog  been  broutrhl 
to  a  close,  Harry  fli<l  not  fiiil  to  r«»;ollFCi 
tb«  pemussion  graciously  vouchanfrd  to  him 
by  Lady  Belvedere,  of  paying  Itia  resjicctB 
to  her  at  the  abbey,  as  toon  u  the  ti 
tion  sliouM  be  fairly  oreri  and  ns  the  ho- 
mon  mind,  Kkilful  to  clothe  incllnntton  in  tlie 
garb  of  dulyi  is  ever  prompt  to  diicovcr 
the  tnost  reasonable  pretext  for  doing  that 
which  accords  with  iiur  particular  wi«ht 
— BO   the   honourable    member    for   Talltinff"^ 
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ton,  easily  pcrstuided  bimseir  that  there  was 
not  a  moment  to  be  lost  in  availing  himself 
of  a  priTilege,  the  exercise  of  whicli,  on  bis 
|>nrt,  r^ent  events  bnd  he  thought  rettdereil 
ab^ulutely  iinperatire.  Setting  entirely  aside 
hia  anxiety  to  And  biotself  once  more  In  the 
prcwnce  of  Lady  Belvedere,  it  wm  realty  in* 
cunikent  upon  bim,  to  tolicit  nn  interview, 
for  the  purpose  of  ex|)laioing  by  «r)iat  uu- 
controll«bte  force  of  circuimtoiiceK,  he  bad 
been  eoinpellei)  to  disregard  bcr  pacific  in- 
junctions. 

Uut  although,  as  we  may  obwrve,  bia  pro- 
jected visit  to  the  abl>cy  was  ibe  reiull  of 
8o  calm  and  diHpasiiionate  an  estimate  uf  Moctid 
proprieties,  he  wa«  too  wi-)l  aware  of  tbe 
tnntogy  that  exists  between  moral  and  phi/- 
ticat  perajMctive,  to  cuminuiiicate  hii«  intention 
to  his  friendft  at  the  hall,  —  lest  from  the 
inevitable  variation  in  the  "  point  of  sight," 
the  object  in  question  ahould  acxumc  in  tbeir 
I,  m  form  and  ai»|iect  somewhat  at  variance 
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with  the  view  under  which  it  prrumteil  itMlf 
to  him. 

Sir  Hugh  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  tlx 
party,  with  lite  exception  of  I.iiinlcy,  h«l 
uruiged  to  go  out  thootiDg,  on  the  noming 
after  the  election  dinner,  and  Harry,  wiio 
couM  plead  fatigue  and  exhausIJoii,  had  no 
diHtciilty  in  excuiing  httnseir  from  accompa- 
njiijig  the  expeililion.  Ho  fur  all  wna  well,  for 
the  departure  of  tlie  Hportsinen  left  hiin  ai 
he  hoped,  comiiaratively  at  litierty  to  ditpow 
of  his  morning  as  to  him  miglil  aeeta  luwr  fil, 
without  being  subject  to  even  tlie  uninten- 
tional turreilioHce  some  limes  exerciwd  bjr 
one's  friends  on  such  occasions.  But  Luni* 
Icy  remiiined,  itnd  how  to  gel  rid  of  him  wu 
nuittrr  of  considerable  difficulty.  That  wor- 
thy penonage,  who  had  dcclaretl  his  hostility 
upon  principle,  to  all  supererogatory  exercise. 
us  n  reason  for  not  joining  the  sporlxmen, 
seemed  to  be  suddenly  inspired  with  on  ut}- 
accuxloined  activity,  little  in  accordance  with 
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lis  professions,— and  voluncecrcd  bis  societal 
Harry  cssuiilly  expressed  lits  intention 
of  taking  *  walk.  Now  it  »o  happened  that 
our  hero's  especial  motive  for  preferring 
t]ie  i>edestTian  Htyle  of  locomotion,  wits  tbat 
he  considered  Lumley  less  likely  to  propOM 
hiniKelf  as  a  companion  in  his  rambles,  than 
if  be  bad  adopted  the  easier  mode  of  jour- 
neying on  horseback.  But  as  this  man- 
tcuvre  failed  to  jiroducc  the  desired  elTcCt, 
Culrcrley,  by  way  of  a  Ust  cflbrt  to  regain 
his  liberty,  ventured  to  bint  that  perhaps  it 
was  scarcely  justifiable  for  all  the  men  to 
desert  the  ladicR,  and  leave  them  to  their 
own  resources  even  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day.  Lumley  however,  at  onco  silenced  his 
objections  by  dccUring,  that  for  the  lost  two 
days,  Mrs.  Sowcrby's  intention  of  making 
love  to  him  had  been  so  evident,  that  it  wax 
quite  a  pMnt  of  conscience  with  bim  to 
avoid  her  society  aa  much  M  poasibte,  u 
he  should  really  never  forgive  himself,  were 
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be  eTCn  unvritlingly  to  nfTonl  the  tinfortiiiult 
woiUKti  any  encouragement,  in  »>  Iiojk-Icm 
AoA  ill-starred  on  attachment.  Slioulil  Hbitj, 
however,  which  he  regretted  to  m;  be  nrj 
taueb  feared,  be  leu  Krupuloua  with  regaid 
to  such  matters,  atid  len  apprebeiiMve  of 
disturbing  ilie  (leace  of  families — he  brggd 
wholly  to  disclaim  nny  wish  of  interfering 
with  hu  peculiar  views  of  propriety,  and 
mode  IH)  doubt  tbiit  Mr*.  Aylmer  would 
be  much  gratilied  by  bis  prewnce  In  the  b- 
dies'  moraing-raom,  &c. 

And  here  we  think  it  right  to  atate,  tlui 
this  profession  of  virtuous  Ibrhearattce  on  tbr 
part  of  Captain  Ltunley.  wits  neither  more  not 
less  than  u  piece  of  malicious  pera^/tage,  poor 
liciir  Mrs.  Sowcrby  being,  tii  fact,  wtioll) 
ianoceiit  of  atiy  felonious  designs  on  tbv  well 
fortified  heart  of  the  &scinating  guardnaaiii 
and  indeed,  as  the  good  Udy  was  decidedly 
on^tbc  shady  side  of  forty,  and  gifted   by 
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nature  witti  a  couiitcnnncc  (hat  was  caleulatcii 
to  tuppl)'  at  once  the  best  preservative  against 
(lie  awful  consequcnctM  of  flirtation,  and  the 
most  efiectual  refutation  of  calumny,  en  par- 
eille  mature,  it  would  be  cruel  to  let  her 
fwr  fame  suffer  for  n  moment,  under  tlie 
bligliting  influence  of  so  unmerited  a  cbargc. 
With  respect  to  tlie  latter  clause  of  Liunlcy's 
remark,  however,  we  cannot  so  positively 
rebut  the  insinuation  witich  it  contained;  for 
to  say  the  truth,  Mrs.  Aylmcr's  appreciation 
of  Harry's  good  qualities,  had  been  vuffictently 
ap(>arcnl  to  nttract  llic  notice  of  llie  whole 
party, — not  exce|)ting  that  lady's  husband,  who 
had,  indeed,  begun  to  view  tliis  species  of 
engoimeni,  with  fttclings  little  allied  to  Chris- 
tian meekness.  Bu(  as  the  conduct  of  our 
hero  had,  hilhcrio,  lieen  so  circumspect  as  tu 
leave  him  no  reasonable  pretext  for  an  m- 
eiandrt!,  which  uHor  all,  would  have  only  served 
to  cover  him  with  ridicule,  tlie  gallant  colonel 
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wu  ncdilAttng  ■  ■Icilful  and  tiincly  retreat, 
u>d  had  in  bcl  that  morning  come  to  tbe 
resolution  tlint  lie  would,  in  diie  coune  of 
post  rccciTfi  letters  of  tbc  bighest  importance, 
requiring  liis  iinmcdlato  presence — no  matteT 
whcre-^proTKlcd  bo  could  secure  tbc  inunt" 
diMe  absence  of  liia  too  susceptible  partner 
from  the  dangerous  vicinity  of  Captain  Harry 
Calrerle)-,  M.P.  for  tbe  borough  of  '!'*&• 
ington,  and  late  of  His  Majesty's  — th  regi- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons. 

Hanog  formed  this  prudent  resolution, 
DolhiDg  would  have  prevented  him  from  in- 
stantly carrying  it  into  effect,  but  tbe  neces- 
sity of  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  post 
which  came  in  rather  late  in  tlte  day ;  and 
in  tbe  tncontinic  he  could  not  decorously  re- 
fuse to  form  one  of  tbc  shooting  party,  which 
had  been  arranged  priitcipaily  at  bis  desire. 
Hut  though  be  liberally  and  justly  acquitted 
Harry  of  any  serious  design  against  bis  honour, 
— he  was  anxious  to  make  assurance  doubly 
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enlisting  him  in  (lie  moniing's  expc- 
'dition.  It  yraa,  therefore,  witJi  cotmdcrnblc 
annoyance,  not  unmixed  with  alarm,  that  hv 
heard  Harry  tlcdiiie  to  join  tlte  sportsmen ; 
and  he  had  done  his  utmost  to  slialce  our 
hero's  determination  on  the  subject,  by  de»- 
canting  nio«t  eloquentljr  on  the  pli'asures  of 
the  sport  in  general,  and  the  peculiar  facili- 
ties which  tlic  preftcrres  of  Calverley  pre- 
sented for  its  enjoyment 

Poor  Marry  had,  however,  been  far  loo 
much  engrossed  by  his  own  hopes  and  fears, 
to  apprectiitc  the  real  cause  of  the  colonel's 
flattering  wixh  for  hi*  society;  but  Lumlcy's 
heart  was  free,  iind  his  eyes  M'crc  open ;  con- 

Isequently  the  comic  points  of  the  scene  had 
not  been  lost  upon  him,  and  lie  had  ma- 
liciously added  fuel  to  the  6re,  by  strongly 
ntpMsebig  hia  ovm  diaUstc  for  the  sport,  and 
earnestly  dissuading  hia  friend  from  encoun- 
tering ao  much  gratuitous  fatigue,  after  all 
he  had  gone  through  during  the  previous  few 
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dftjrs;  till  »t  length  (be  poor  oolofwl  bcgu 
timnaX  to  suspect,  that  thare  wu  mmie  HCW 
undentAiKlin^  between  the  two  captaiiu,  ibal 
bodetl  hiu  no  good.  But  there  wu  tM>  re- 
raedjF,  «Dd  be  went  off  with  thv  best  grace 
h«  coold  ■wiunc — nt  heart  a  victim  lo  ibc 
most  gronndlaM  u»ea;uie««,  but  to  all  out- 
ward appearance,  an  eUifjring  example  of  ifaal 
hcrok  patience,  which  as  the  huMbaad  of  • 
flirting  wife,  he  liod  hat  too  frequent  ocoaataa 
to  exerdae. 

The  two  fricntU  now  started  on  tlioir  walk. 
and  Hany  atlU  indulgetl  a  hope,  thut  be 
might  be  able  to  tire  out  Lumlejr  in  a  thon 
time,  when  if  the  Latter  made  up  his  rantd 
to  retura  bome.  ho  could,  he  thought,  eAaii; 
devtae  some  pretext  for  continuing  his  peran- 
bulfttion',  which  might  learo  him  at  liboriy 
to  pay  liiii  proposed  visit  unobaorved.  In 
this,  however,  he  was  destined  to  be  disappoint- 
ed, and  alter  fatiguing  himself  very  unuecea- 
luurily,  bj  wniking  along  the  high  road,  which 
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w«8  not  very  interesting,  and  about  the  town 
of  Talkiiigton,  which  luid  still  leaa  to  rccom- 
mcml  it,  he  had  the  utUfaction  to  discover 
that  all  hU  diplomacy  had  been  complelely 
thrown  aw  my. 

After  eating  an  ice,  ai  the  principjil  con- 
fectioner's, burring  a  pair  of  gloves  at  ike 
Itnbcrdaxhcr'a  in  the  high  street,  talking  a 
good  deal  of  gallant  nonsense  to  the  blue-eyed 
dainM)  who  did  the  honours  of  the  magatm, 
and  stroUing  into  the  public  billiard-room, 
where  Ibey  found  two  Bubalterna  in  the  linet 
perspiring  in  their  shirt  sleeves  over  an  ill- 
played  rubber,  they  turned  their  steps  home- 
wards, and  poor  Harry,  who  beheld  all  bis 
projects  for  tlic  morning  fruHlrate<l,  could  with 
difficulty  RUpptcM  hia  vexation,  or  nustttr 
gaiety  rnoiigli  to  biugh  at  the  sallies  of  hts 
inevitable  coinpamon.  But  jnat  as  they  ap- 
proached the  park  gates  of  Belvedere,  which 
lay  on  ihoir  direct  route  lionie,  Lumley  stopped 
and  observed : 
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c   to  worry  you  •  litUe  villi   tlio  view   of 
onveyiiig  s  uwful  leuon,  on  the  judicious 

ijiloyment  of  tny*teiy  in  hnmon  nffairs;  and 

ndieu  till  tlinner!  and  in  spite  of  your  wont 
f  conddence  in  mc,  you  may  depend  upon 
y  being  »ecret  as  ibe  grave." 

So  saying   he  walked  off,  laugliing  imino- 

dcrately,    and    left    our    liero    looking    verj- 

foolisb,  but  altogether  more  pleased  at  being 

relieved  from  all  farther  restraint,  than  vexed 

t  having  been  bo  euccessfuUy  mifstified. 

Calvcrley  walked  up  the  avenue  with  u 
rapid  step  and  «  beating  heart,  luiccrtain  of 
tlie  reception  wbieb  he  should  meet  with  from 
Lady  Belvedere,  and  rather  puzzled  to  know 
how  he  should  broncb  the  Kuhjeet  of  the  duel, 
u  it  did  not  seem  likely  that  he  should  find 
her  alone.  On  approaching  the  houKe,  he 
perceived  a  dark  travelling  chariot,  with  post- 
horses,  waiting  at  the  door,  and  two  or  three 
servants  employed  in  stowing  away  packages  in 

d  about  the  carriage.    It  was  evident  that 
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somcbCKlly  was  on  the  point  of  (Inporture  fttH 
the  Abbey:  uid  Httrry,  witli  a  foehng  «f 
tinudtty,  very  excusable  when  a  nun  b  in 
lore,  heittiited  a  moment  as  to  the  proprielji 
of  presenting  himself  at  what  might,  perfaap*. 
he  an  Inconvenient  juncture  of  affairs.  Bui 
this  was  merely  a  pusuig  weakncu,  whicb 
was  not  proof  against  hia  nnxtrty  to  see  Ladjr 
Belvedere;  accordingly,  he  proceeded  to  tli« 
door,  »nd  having  been  informed  that  her  ludy- 
ship  yru  at  home,  he  was  ushered  into  ■ 
room  on  the  ground  floor,  where  be  remained 
alone  for  some  minutes. 

It  was  a  nmall  apartment,  fitted  up  u  a 
morning  room,  and  situated  at  oa«  end  of 
a  long  suite,  which  extended  for  a  considei^ 
able  distance  in  a  stroight  line;  it  communi- 
cated by  loAy  folding  doors,  with  a  sort  vf 
alcove,  divided  by  a  couple  of  advancing  pi- 
lasteri,  from  a  targe  saloon  or  gallery,  ter- 
minating ut  the  other  end  in  a  &imiUr  reersf> 
at  the  extremity  of  which  were  alao  to  br 
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n  pair  of  folding  doors  corregiwnding 
with  (hose  that  opened  Trom  the  room  in 
wbidi  C4lv«rl«y  found  hinvsclf.  Oppotiite 
ttiote  doors,  wiiich  were  now  open,  a  splen- 
did gliu«t  extending  from  the  floor  to  the 
ceiling,  reflected  tlie  whole  suite  of  roomsi 
snd  ndded,  of  course,  considerably  to  the 
eflcct  which,  from  their  size,  and  the  mng- 
niiicencc  of  their  decorations,  tJiey  were  cal- 
culated lo  produce.  Harry  wm,  however, 
tn  no  fit  mood  for  llie  studjr  of  uphoUtery ; 
u  who, — when  in  momentary  expectation  of 
the  arrival  of  a  beloved  object,  could  5x  his 
attention  on  chairs,  tables,  contoUa,  SicA  He 
flung  himself  on  a  sofa  near  the  window, 
and  gazed,  or  seemed  to  i^azc,  on  the  beau- 
tiful park-like  prospect  Ihut  presented  itself 
to  his  view.  But  while  he  sat  thus  con- 
cealed from  Iho  observation  of  any  person 
who  might  be  in  tlie  neighbouring  apart* 
ment,  he  heard  footsteps  and  voices,  amongat 
whicli  he  at  once  detected  those  soft  silvery 

f2 


316 


tURRY    CALVERLEV. 


acMDlSt  wbicli  to  him  were  far  sweeter  Ibas 
llie  most  bcavcnty  music. — Oo  looking  round 
to  tec  from  whence  tlioac  sounds  proceeded) 
hie  CfC  WIS  caught  by  tlic  looking-};Ust, 
which  reflected  the  figures  of  two  ptivam 
who  hod  n)>|).irenll]r'  Just  entered  tlm  saloon. 
uid  although  thejr  were  at  a  considerable 
distance,  Harry  hnd  no  diificulty  in  at  onoc 
recognidng  Lady  BelTcdcre  and  the  myste- 
rious Colonel  Vcsey. 

What  they  said ,  was  not  audililc ;  nor  indeed 
would  our  hero  have  willingly  listened  to  ■ 
conTersnlion  of  which  lie  was,  u  it  were,  a 
secret  and  unknown  witness  i  but  vhat  be  saw 
was  sufficiently  surprising  to  rivet  him  to  his 
scut  in  mute  and  petrified  astonishment.  Tean 
were  Honing  from  the  lovely  eyes  of  Ladj 
Belvedere,  to  whom  the  colonel  was  speaking 
api>arenlly  tn  terma,  and  certainly  with  gestures 
of  tenderness  and  panion.  Could  it  be  f — shr 
delivered  something  into  his  band,  evidently  a 
miniature ; — he  sciied  ber  hand  and  pressed  it  to 
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Iii*  li|U.  Still  she  rctrcatctl  not, — she  gave  no 
^  ugni  of  surprise  or  displeasure.  Calrerlc)'  was 
Btranslixcd, — but  wliat  were  his  horror  and  in<lig- 

natton,  when  he  saw  the  colonel  absolutely  fulil 
^■Iwr  in  his  arms,  and  imprint  a  kiss  upon  her 

forehead !  1 1 

>  Could  Harry  hare  elTected  his  escape  unob- 
Berved,  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  imuie- 
diatcly  nuhcd  out  of  the  bouse.  But  although 
Bucli  a  prectpitnto  retreat  might  have  been 
practicable  a  few  momeole  sooner,  the  time 
waa  now  pail ;  the  colonel  had  left  the  saloon, 
and  Lady  Belvedere  having  tiirneil  towards 
the  room  in  which  Harry  eat,  uttered  a  half- 
suppressed  exclamation,  almost  amounting  to 
•  •cream,  on  catching  a  glimpse  in  that  ill- 
omened  glass  of  a  human  figure,  who,  by  his 
poeition,  must  evidently  have  been  an  eye-wtt- 
i>e»s  of  her  parting  with  Veury, 

For  a  moment  ehc  stood  irreAolule — it  was 

(liut  for  a  moment,  however ;  and  witli  u  hurried 

Ep  she  traversed  the  alcove,  and  advanced 
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toinnli  our  lirro,  who  started  up  nt  her  ap- 
proMcb,  with  n  count«itnncv  loo  |il.-iInlT  indiu- 
Att  oTlliecoatcmling  ferUnga  hj  wtudi  bewu 
agitBicd. 

"Good  bearens!  Captain  Calverlej',''  n- 
claiaied  the,  in  accents  of  furprise,  ami  ncf 
without  BiMue  appcanwce  of  confusion, "  I— 
[t  had  noC  been  iofonncd  of^our  vi»it." 

"  I  am  afraid," — »id  Marry,  scarcely  kno«- 
rlutt  be  caid,— **  that  I  have  chosen  an  io- 
conrenient  time ; — I — that  it,  the  scrvnot 
showed  nis  in  here,  and " 

lie  pamcd,  and  Lady  Belvedere  porceired 
:  once,  frinn  the  einbarraasment  of  bis  speech, 

well  as  from  the  disturbed  aspect  which  be 
that  the  aSectionato  character  of  the 
leave-taking  described  above  bad  not  been 
lost  upon  him  as  a  a()«ctator.  Altboogb  the 
colour  of  bcr  eheek  varied,  and  her  voice 
trembled  slightly  as  she  spoke,  she  did  not 
Umc  her  lelf-posfcssion,  but  rcpbed  gravely: — 

"  Not  at  all,  1  assure  you— I  am  perfectly 
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ut  leisure,  and  am  always  tiappy  to  Me  you — 
prsy  be  •Mled." 

"  Exciue  ine,"  oaid  Harry,  with  iDcreaiiing 
agitation,  and  a  manner  approaching  to  wi]d- 
ncM, — "  J — I  feel  1  liavc  no  buuucss  here, — 
iind  will  uot  intrude  nny  farther;"  and  he 
moved  ra|iidly  towards  tlic  door. 

Lady  Belvedere  was  conicioiu  lliat  the 
moment  was  critical,  not  only  as  fur  as  Cal> 
verley's  judgment  of  her  conduct  was  con> 
c«rDcd— but  even  with  respect  to  her  repu- 
tation, which  might  be  seriously  nSect- 
td  by  an  exaggerated  and  tmpaiiHtoncd 
■t4t«ment  of  irhat  he  had  witnessed. — Yet, 
10  volunteer  excuse,  wboro  she  could  giro 
no  explanation,  was  matter  of  cxlreme  deli- 
cacy ; — lo  a.iatimc  that  nny  unfavourabU'  infer- 
ence might  be  drawn  from  licr  behaviour,  was 
in  itself  derogatory  to  her  dignity,  and  every 
way  repugnant  to  her  feelings  of  conscious 
initoceooc.  But  tliere  was  no  time  to  be 
km:  he  had  reached  the  door; — in  one  mo- 


HARSY    CALVXRLKr. 


tnent  he  would  be  gone.  Site  must  sjteBi^ 
were  she  even  secure  against  ibe  tnisreprr- 
Ecntation  of  tlie  woriti, — sbe  was  ptiinrullf 
aware  that  «)ie  could  not  afford  to  forft-it  U* 
good  opinion. 

"  Captain  Calrerley,"  fsatd  she,  fsintlfi 
•*  stop,  I  re<iiicat, — I  entreat." 

He  »toppvd  and  liinied  towards  her,  willt 
a  look  (lint  apokc  volumes: — reproach — in* 
dignalion — despair — were  all  depleted  tn  bu_ 
glance;  but  he  said  not  a  word. 

This  expression  of  our  hero's  countenance, 
which  convcjvd  so  much  that  was  injurious,  if 
not  insulting  to  Lady  Bclvcilcrct  at  once 
roused  her  pride,  and  restored  the  confi- 
dence of  manner,  thnt  under  such  circum- 
stances,  could  belong  only  to  a  clear  con* 
science. 

"  I  have  hud  niore  than  one  proof,"  con- 
tinued she,  calmly,  "  of  the  interevt  whicli 
you  take  in  what  concerns  me ;  and,  therefore, 
in  tlie  full  belief  that  I  shall  not  he  mUin- 
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H  tcrpreted, — I  do  not  IieMlntc  to  Huy  to  you 

HjMM  fnend " 

"  Madam,"  interrupted  be,  coldljr,  "  I  nm 
perfectly  aware  th»t  I  hare  no  right  to  make 
any  enquiry, — your  ladyship  is  not  of  courac 
called  upon  to  explain  to  me." 

i"  Explain!"  said   Lady   Bolredere,   rather 
haughtily;    "you  quite  mistake  me,  Captain 
Calverley, — it  U  not  vay  intention  to  girc  any 
explanation  of  what  you  ma)'  liaTe  heard." 
"  Hoard,    madam!"   exclaimed    Harry,   id 
a  tone  of  energy   amounting   almost   to   vio- 
lence,— and  laying  marked   emplia*i*  on  the 
word,  "  I  hav<!  /leard  nothing." 
^      The    blood    rushed    to    Lady    Belredere's 
^m  {dcc,  and  mounted  to  her  temples  j  it  was  not 
however   the    hue  of  iliamc,  but   tlte  glow 
;  of  indignation. 

"  You  could  have  heard  nothing,  Mr,  which 
1 1  am  intercflted  in  concealing,"  aniiwercd  Mhe, 
Ian  a  tone  of  severe  displeasure i  "nor  have 
[you  MeeH  anything  which  I  need  hesitate  to 
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m  nAer  too  nodi  of 
t  fKtftKtu  nv  tiM  tout  nd 
■■  hsMT  ika^ght  proper  to 
«■  bv«  troafaled  joa  hj 
MA  k  m  wm  amOkm  (m 
4  h^  I  ■■;  sotdctam  jN 


,  ^rf  wiA  «■  air  viucfa 
«te  WB  oAndcd,  Lady  Beh«- 
■  ntmi  bol  Uany.  ««ed 
«f  her  iemmnoar,  and  be- 

Asva  ^wm   the  scene  be 
«»■  ta  b«  toni  uixioas  U 


r  «iiA  be,  ta  ■  lane  tb*t  be- 
"IflhBveoAodedjou, 
«!  I  knov  tno  well  I  luTC  DO  rigbt  to 
koii^lD.^v'utdo; — batjottliAfe 
to  dw  BTDval  of  acMkMnta  wfaicli 
I  amfat  to  baw  eaocHiled,— or,  if 
■e  fran  giving  ulttr* 
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[ftnce  ta  thein, — you  cannot  deny  that  your 

prabibition  left  me  still  some  grounds  for  hope. 

Recent  eircu instances    have    not    been  of    a 

nature  to  diminish  that  hope;  this  you  will, 

you  must   acknowledge.      Can    you    iroiider 

then,  if  thus  unexpectedly  disabuGcd, — thus 

cruelly  undeceived,   I    luvc  forgotten   myself 

Hfora  moment?     BelicTC  me,  I  am  sufficiently 

IvrctcJied  j — do  not,— do  not  part  wttli  me  in 

l-neerr 

H  *'  You  seek,"  said  Lady  Belvedere,  some- 
what pacified,  and  with  more  mortification 
than  rvisentmvnl  in  the  tone  of  her  voice, 
"  you  »evk  to  deprecate  my  displeasure ;  and 
_^yet  tliK  very  terms  of  your  apology  aro  but 
Wtu\  aggravation  of  the  offence.  If  it  be  true 
that  you  have  entertained  for  me  llic  fccl- 
ingt-  of  which  you  Kpeak — and  if,  ax  you 
■ay,  1  have  had  tlie  weakneaa  to — to  listen 
to  their  avowal,  when  lor  both  our  tuiketi, 
I  sboubl  have  perhnpjt  at  once  checked  their 
ipreeaion  on  your  part,  so  as  to  leave  you 


fW  a^^-tf^ 


I 
afer 


far  the  pnadU:  ■ 
ym  tbe  d^litaet  him 
viaa  il  ny  W  nnnvrtlltd,  ■ 
■■  il  ad*i«M»  to  «xpliiii 
lo  4«»de,  ilie*.    Jfintpite 
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nil  ihU,  you  can  dUinis*  your  doubts,  itml 
dUcard  all  the  unworthy  lunnisca  which 
you  hare  rathi-r  tooieit  than  ex{ireuH!tl — it 
is  woll,  and  we  arc  ittill  friends ; — but  if,  on 
the  contrary,— your  confidence  in  me  is  so 
tUgtil,  your  esteem  so  easily  forfeited — as  I 
have  had  reason  to  believe, — if  a  single  shade 
of  distrust,  or  suspicion,  still  hangs  over  your 
mind,  this  meeting  is  our  bst— -we  |>art  hero, 
and  fur  ever!" 

Slowly  atid  mournfully  indeed,  but  in  a 
tone  of  firmiiet*  and  resolution.  Lady  Bcl> 
vedere  pronounced  these  lant  words.  The 
pride  of  conscious  innocence — the  feeling  that 
rises  superior  to  an  unjust  imputntien — sup- 
ported Iter  in  the  eflurt,  and  gitve  to  tier 
air  and  accents  the  dignity  which  belong* 
alone  to  truth,  und  which  the  most  consuin- 
nuite  hypocrisy  would  in  rohi  attempt  to  as- 
sume. But  the  struggle  (o  appear  ealm,  was 
too  great  to  be  farther  maintained.  After 
having  borne  up    long    enough    to  give  *JI 


■  "III! 

•ndj 
have  t 

•njlled  , 
''"t  ere 

Car,./. 
■UlUfel  - 
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'       lo  an 


lilt!  inrvrnal  t^ils,  htx  counienuncc  bclraycil 
I  dtgrco  of  confiuton,  which  we  «re  sorry 
lo  any,  va»  fur  from  heroio^ 

"  Oh  dear ! "  excUimGd  M»a  Cary t,  "  J  beg 
Ion!    I   nm   atViiid  I  disturb  you; — I  de- 
1  hnd    no  idea    (here    vu    any   body 
here." 

And  (heit  with  a  linguUr  mixture  of  Hour- 
drn«  and  malice  (in  tlie  French  sense  of  (hat 
vrordi)  having  made  mutlcn  worse,— she  u'us 
about  to  retreat  with  a  half-citppn-Mcd  titter; 
— but  Lady  Belvnlcre,  nlthough  vexed  and 
■nnoyed,  wai  not  so  much  etnbarraased  as 
our  hero,  by  an  interruption,  which  in  point 
of  fact,  wua  of  httic  consequence,  as  Miss 
Caryl  wna  tolerably  well  8cc|uiiin(ed  with  her 
feelings  towards  Calverley. 

"  Stay,  JulijL ! "  said  she,  with  au  cfl'ort  to  re- 
sume her  usual  composure  of  manner  i  "  don't 
bo  foolish :  it  is  only  Captain  CaKcrky." 

"  Oh,  very  well,"  said  Julia ;  "  if  it  is  on/y 
iCftptain  CaWeriey,    d  ia  bonne  heure.     But 


•f  ib  I  !«■«  •  nijr  good  nuul, 

Of  m  ike  raoa  with  him. — I  hut 

•Ainamag  Hurjr. 

pcnoOf  ftn    KBOv 

and   1  said  to 

Lord  BdndeR, 

tool     How  era 

'  wii  UatTj,  **  I  maaat  throw  my- 
m  vialgeaor. — I  really  coaltl  doi 
d  tm  briilnp  fauMtlf  hni  acLnow- 
:  fe  «»  m  balt.- 
"iSk,  thai  is  >I1  Tcty  well!  bat  you  ttfti 
off  bu  vlmkn-i  yon  Imtc  quite 
I, — TOO  hare  indeecL  He  says  lie 
■Ml  be  mder  Brodie  for  «  fortnight  at  least— 
bat  I  viD  say  do  BBore — for  I  am  sore  yoa 
hare  had  a  food  acoMtog  from  Lady  B«L 
•baadj.* 

"  iDdeed,"  said  f  larry.  sigmficantly,  "  Lady 
Behrvdcre  has  been  Tery  Mvere  j  although  I 
acknowledge,  not   more  so  tban  I  have  dc- 
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i.Mrved.      But  Iter  justice  is  tempered   Hith 

■  mercy,  and   I   am  truty  pctiitt-nt — I  cunfeaa 

■11  my  ofTencea — abjure  hH  my  ticrc«i«i,  and 

[am   ready  to   suItmU   to  any    penance  whicit 

alio  may  think  proper  to  impose." 

'Come, Ju1iii,"s»Ul  Latly Belvedere,  "after 
t,  I  tliiiilc  we   may  grant  tiini  a  free  |Mr- 
ilon." 

"  Oh,  you  arc  far  too  merciful  t"  said  Mi«« 

[Caryl,  "  it  is  an  encourAgeroent  to  di^ibiKli- 

ence,  to  let  the  offender  ofT  so  easily. — If  I 

I  were  itie  arbitresa  of  his  fate,  lie  should  not 

escape  in  that  way.     I  would  lake  liim  at  his 

[  word,— and  impose  a  real  pcnnnce." 

And  what  should  tliat  be — my  fair  and 
[Inexorable  jud;;vr*  enquired  Ilnrry. 

"  I  think  /  can  guesa,"  said  Lady  Belve- 
[dere. 

"  Indeed  you  cannot,"  aaid  Julia,  hastily. 
"  Voywu!'  said  Lady  Belvedere.     "  You 
I  would,  I  HU8|>i;cl,  insist  on  hia  vacating  hia  seal, 
land    leaving    LonI    Belvedere    to    be  elected 


Uai     Bdn- 
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[many  frnnks  as  you  pleaa« — and  secure  for 
you  the  beKt  pluoe  in  tlic  vciitiliitor,  uiicn  I 
malie  my  msi<Icii  spcecli. — Coultl  Lord  Belve- 
dere do  more  V 
^ft  "  Oraml  merci .'  1  Beldora  want  franks,  at 
^MUrt  when  my  brother  Dorkin{>  h  wilti  us — 
^^%ilt  I  may  trnulilc  you  occaEiunally. — A>  to  the 
^^  ventiUtor — i  wa*  (ht-rc  once,  and  ncv«r  mean 

1^  go  again.     I  hntc  pnrlUmentary  ipceclies, 
ihey  are  all  bo  slitpid  !  *o  thiit  unleu  you  pro- 
niie  to  be  very  enlcrtnining,  and  not  to  say 
one  word  a{;ainst  the  dear  duke  or  the  Tories, 
I  am  afrdiid  I  must  decline  your  oRbr." 
"My  dear  Juhat"  exclaimed  Lady  Belve- 
dere,   "  you  are  really  too  exigeaute, — We 
ladies   cannot    presume    to    dictate    in  audi 
^_  ittaiters ;— our  deii|>oti»m  must  not  extend  bi-- 
^t  yond    the   drawing-room,     \^'e    should    leave 
public  affairs  to  the  discretion  of  those  w1m> 
I  »re  more  Icj^iti mutely  engaged  in  them." 

"  You   uiKlGfTAto   the    importance  of   the 
>fcinule  churactcr,"  said  Harry. — "There  are 


t- 
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not  ft  few  of  j-our  ttt, 

ht  •cO  Ar  u  if  ve  cMunlt«d 

vbtw  clear  juUgneol  uul 

gaUaoee  of  our  pubb 

W  n  «afrl}-  confided,  u  tbe 

af  «ar|«ime  eoadoet. — I,  »t  Inti, 

to  ecBincipate  isjteU' 

vUdb  I  bftTc    gencnl)}! 

[  mil  w^  u  I  bm 

IGm  CtfjTt  tBMractkNH  Willi 

^  <imtmet  Aaing  tbc  eaniag 

— Bkj  I  request  to  ba 

wAvavi!— jm  aeed  oot  Cur  that 
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Bnd  nticre  you  biiTe  reason  to  feel  confiJent 
lli«t  every  thing  is  right — do  not  be  lightly  in- 
ditcetl  to  believe  tliat  tbere  is  any  thing  wrong !" 
"  Why,  my  dear  Car',"  exclaimed  >!isB 
Caryl,  "  what  is  all  thU  about  *.  in  the  name 
of  goodnesB)  what  have  right  and  wrong  to  do 
«ithi>olitic8?" 

"  Very  little  indeed,  one  would  suppovc, 
by  the  course  which  public  aflairs  goncnilly 
take;"  anid  Hnrry,  laughing,  "  but  neverthe- 
less Lady  Bclvcdi'rc'a  udvicc  ia  admirable, 
and  will  not  be  lott  upon  me,  ehe  may  rely 
upon  it. — And  now,"  continued  be,  "  I  ntut 
take  my  leave.  I  nm  about  to  return  to  town 
in  a  day  or  two.  Can  I  do  any  thing  for  you 
in  Loitdon?" 

"  Thank  you,"  laid  I<ady  Belvedere,  "  we 
are  going  up  ourt^lvet  in  a  week,  to  remain  ii 
few  dnys  on  our  way  to  Brighton." 

"  Well,  I  tru^t  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  repeat 
my  riait  in  town  V* 

"  Vau  know  beat,"  said   Lady  Belvedere, 
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•miling,   but  ntber  aignificandy,   "  wheilw 
jou  are  justiBed  in  taking  such  a  liberty." 

"  Enough!"  said  Horry.  "  If  you  leave  it 
to  ue,  I  cao  have  do  farther  heutatJon  on  tbe 
snbjecL" 
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CHAPTER  L 


An  we  cannot  but  Kcknovledge  that  the  con- 
duct of  our  licroino,  in  the  parting  interview 
with  Veiey,  aa  detailed  in  ibe  preceding 
chapter,  ia  liable  to  tDiflrepre«cntation,  we 
uwe  it  to  her  character  to  afford  the  reader 
an  immediate  explanation  of  tbo  circumslanoes 
which  had  produced  to  good  an  understand- 
ing between  llicin.  We  must,  therefore,  recur 
to  that  point  of  our  narratire  where  wc  left 
Lady  Belvedere,  after  the  perusal  of  our  mya- 
lerious  friend's  statement. 

Faithful  to  bis  appointment,  the  colonel  ar- 
ret. Itl.  ■ 
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rived  at  the  abbey,  on  the  tlitrd  dair ;  aitd 
u  ihe  absence  of  Lord  Belvedere  and  &Ir. 
Tjrringbam,  oa  their  momiDg's  excursran  to 
T*tkington,  removed  all  rrKtraint  with  respect 
to  the  acerel  conrerenee  which  wom  about  to 
take  place,  Lady  Uelvedere  lost  no  tine  in 
appriting  her  guest  that  the  was  ready  to  ^ 
redeen  ber  pledge;  and,  accordingly,  led  the  V 
way  to  a  Hiuall  room  at  one  end  ot  the  abbejF, 
which  was  exclusively  devoted  by  ber  to  nut- 
ters of  buunesa,  and  sticb  occupatlooa  M  riw 
might  be  desirous  of  pursuing,  wiiboui  the 
liability  to  constant  interruplion.  M 

It  was  a  inoment  of  deep  end  puinful  in- 
terest to  Lady  Belvedere  nnd  the  coUmmI, 
and  Mrs.  NorclifTe  (whose  presence  bad  bcoi 
stipulated),  although  not  perMinally  concerned, 
was  anything  but  ui  tndiSerent  spectator  oa 
the  occasion.  \'esey*8  fine  countenance  be- 
spoke the  nwst  violent  anitaliun, — bis  che(-k  wsi 
pftle — hb  eye  restlcu — and  his  lip  i]uivercil 
with  enwtion. 
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Kot  a  word  wob  a[K>ken  for  some  roinutea; 
unlil  Lady  Belvedere,  going  up  to  a  Inrge 
old'liuiiione*},  richljr-carvcd,  oak  cabinet,  in 
a  reoeu  of  tbe  room,  unlocked  the  masBtve 
doors;  and  touching  a  Kjiriog,  dis|ilaycd  to 
view  a  secret  drawer,  from  wliicti  the  drew 
■  amall  packet  and  an  ohiong  morocco  caie, 
vhidi,  by  ita  form  and  size,  nppearcd  as  if 
inti-iidcd  to  contain  two  niiiiiAttires. 
^H  "  U  that — "  enquired  Vesey,  in  ii  Ircmbling 
voice — "  does  that  case  contain — "  and  "he 
beld  out  bis  hand  eagerly  to  reccire  it. 

"  Stay ;"  luiid  I.ttdy  Belvedere ;  "  it  ia  right 
that  before  you  examine  the  contents  of  this 
box,  you  should  cist  your  eye  over  this  paper. 
It  VM  written  by  my  beloved  friend  and  guar- 
dian, Mrs.  AVihnot,  in  the  remote  contem- 
plalinn  of  what  luu  at  length  occumttL  It 
is  an  accurate  slalcincnt  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  she  adopted  me." 

Veeey's  band  trembled  violently  aa  ho  look 

e  packet ;  and  on  opening  it,  his  eyes  wan- 

B  S 
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6end  Tor  cone  tun«  over  Uic  lines,  in  a  man- 
ner t3>at  shewed  lie  vsa  incapable  of  coUeclbg 
their  import.     At  length,  be  said,  sinking  inlu  M 
A   cbilr,  noil   prcuing  his   band    agaiiul  bb 
forehead — 

"  I  am  aehnnwd  of  thb  weaknetM — hul  I 
[cannot  read  thin  paper ! — ihc  words  awini  be- 1 
'fore  me.    Wtll  your  lady&bip — will  Mrs.  Kor* 
cliffe  be  clioritabte  enough  to  read  it  to  met" 
"Alost  willingly  t"  said  Mrs.  Norcli0o;  and 
taking  the  MS.  from  his  luind,  alie  read  ai 
tfollowE : — 

"  To  the  Viscotmteas  Belr^ere. 
My  daily  decreasing  strength  warns 
my  beloved  child,  that  I  have  not  many  w-eeki 
|1o  live.  As  a  Christian,  it  b,  therefore,  my 
lu^  to  prepare,  in  every  way,  for  an  evenl 
vrhidi  t  Mhould  look  forward  with  cbeer- 
fuhieKS,  at  I  trui<l  I  do  with  reeigoation,  did 
not  the  thought  of  parting  with  you  cast  ■ 
gloom  over  the  prospect  which  it  ts  not  eaty 
to  di*iiel. 
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"  Tlie  pccimUry  mUforhines  with  which  it 
has  pleucd  Proridcnee  lo  vitit  mc,  liaw, 
imJGCdi  spared  mc  a  good  deal  of  trouble  In 
the  way  of  tettAtncntnry  arrangement  i  but 
though  I  have  it  no  longer  in  my  poHer  to 
leave  you,  in  my  will,  the  substfiniial  evidence 
of  tny  afTeclion,  which  I  had  once  fondly 
hoped  to  bestow  upon  you,  I  have  yet  a  duty  to 
fulfil  towards  you,  the  performance  of  which 
will  be  highly  consolatory  to  my  last  moutente, 
and  mAy,  I  trust,  prorc  in  some  degree  inti*- 
factury  to  you. 

"  It  is  now  one-and-twenty  years  since  I 
undertook,  fortunately  for  tny  on-u  happineasr 
and,  perhaps,  I  may  my,  not  unfnrtunatcly  for 
youra,  to  aiipply  the  place  of  a  mother  lo  you, 
in  the  absence  of  all  visible  ties  between  the 
world  and  you,  and  in  the  unaccountable  de- 
Hciency  of  all  information  concerning  your 
birth  and  family.  After  such  a  Upac  of  time, 
during  which  no  farther  light  has  been  thrown 
on  the  subject,  it  b  highly  improbable  that 
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your  natural  connexions  shotitd  ever  be  it*- 
coTercd.  Stitl,  bi  the  myttvrious  chain  of 
events  of  vtuch  hanwn  life  b  composed, 
the  time  nay  come,  nhcn  llic  tmtli 
will  be  revealed  to  you;  anJ  nUliough,  by 
the  htesaing  of  Providence,  you  are  now  |)tiic«>d 
m  A  poriiiom  which  renders  the  dUco*ery 
a  matter  of  comparatively  inferior  finporlMice. 
nothing  sboaM  be  omitted  on  my  pnrt,  wfatch 
may  conduce  to  a  result,  on  many  accounU  to 
desirable. 

"  As  1  have  said,  my  days  are  numbered; 
and  wi,  conee<|ucnt]y,  my  pergonal  testimony 
is  likely  to  fnil,  I  have,  therefore,  determined 
to  supply  iU  place  as  far  aa  posriUe,  by 
leaving  in  your  hands  a  correct  and  detailed 
statement  of  the  only  facta  which  hare  come 
to  my  knowledge  respecting  your  origin,  and 
the  circumstances  in  consequence  of  which 
you  were  placed  under  my  care.  This  brief 
record,  combined  with  the  few  articles  of 
dress  and  omamenie,  &c.,  which  came  into 
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my  pos*es«io«  wlica  I  took  cliarge  of  you> 
oikI  whtcli  1  have  carefully  pre^rvcd,  ia  the 
hope  that  they  may  one  day  be  of  use  in  the 
discovery  of  your  reUtions,  will  thus  present  a 
connected  chain  of  evidence,  without  which 
it  would  Ik>  impouible  to  arrive  at  anything 
like  certainty  in  the  matter. 

"  Id  reading  thid  statement  you  must  recol- 
lect tliat  I  am  writing  for  otAert,  rather  than 
for  you.  You  will,  therefore,  6nd  in  it  a 
number  of  details  with  which  you  have  been 
long  fumiliAr;  nor  am  I,  indeed,  certain  thai 
it  contain*  a  aiugle  fact  of  which  you  are  in 
ignorance.  Nevertheless,  you  will  read  it  with 
interest,  not  only  as  a  regular  and  authentic 

» account  of  event«  in  which  you  are  feu  deeply 
concerned,  but  as  the  last  tes'.iuiony  of  affec- 
tion from  one  to  whom  you  have  ever  been 
Ks  beloved  and  only  child. 
"  It  was  in  the  spring  of  IS — ,  about  two 
yean  after  tlie   return  of  my   buBbond  and 


myself  from    India,    that   Mr.   Wilntot 


was 
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onlered  to  tlie  ten,  Ld  coniKKjucnce  of  a  seme 
illncsa,  from  vliich  l)«  bad  been  suflcriag 
during  tbv  winter.  As  the  state  of  bis  brdili 
Kadnretl  ijuict  indispensable  to  Im  recovet^'i 
iiistrad  of  ukiiig  tt|)  our  aliodtt  ia  soy  faabion* 
able  watvring'jilacc,  vre  were  gUd  to  arail 
oanelves  of  the  kindneia  of  an  intimate  friend, 
who  oQcrcd  us  ibe  u»e  of  a  ntarine  rilU  on 
iba  cout  of  Hampshire,  about  ten  tnOes  tron 
Soutliamptun,  and  do«e  to  ,  a  small 

village,  inhabited  chiefly  by  Bsbertoen,  or  as 
»one  said  by  smugglers;  and  which  was  «uf- 
tlciently  retired  in  situation,  and  iniiigniBcant 
in  appearance,  to  ensure  us  tlie  full  enjoyment 
of  tbo  aoliiude  we  sought.  It  bad  aUo  i)ie 
advanUgc  of  being  wttbin  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance of  our  own  place  m  the  same  county, 
where  we  bad  passed  the  winter,  so  that  the 
journey  was  accomplished  with  very  little 
ftiiiguc  to  the  invalid. 

*'  Two  or  lliree  days  after  our  arrival  at 
Harloigh  I<odge,  I  was  surprised  to  lind  my 
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uwn  mftiil  in  tean,  when  she  answered  tliv 
>uiniivon«  of  my  bell,  as  I  was  about  to  iIreH« 
for  dinner.  She  was  a  good  kiiid-hetirted 
crenturc,  who  had  lived  wiili  me  from  my 
childhood,  and  1  naturally  enquired,  with  some 
anxiety,  the  cause  of  her  affliclion. 

"  Iti  answer  lo  my  quesliun,  '  For  HcaYcn*« 
biilce,  Milford,  what  has  happened?'  she  re- 
plied, with  a  fresh  burst  of  tears,  '  Nothing 
has  happened  to  me,  ma'uD,  but  I  have  just 
■een  a  sight  that  would  melt  a  heart  of  slone ! 
There  is  the  moat  beautiful  young  creature 
I  ever  saw,  lytng  at  tlie  inn  in  tlie  vilUgCf 
■  at  the  point  of  dealh,  in  n  raging  fever  J — 
she  has  nobody  with  her  but  a  awect  little 

by,  about  two  months  old; — and  the  people 
the    house   can't   find  out  who   she   is, — 
where  she  comes  from,— or  wlut  brought  her 

to .    She  is  evidently  a  lady,  ma'am, 

for  she  lias  the  whitest  hands  1  ever  sawj 
and  Mrs.  Maddocks,  the  huidlady,  says  tliat 
her  clothes,  and  every  thing  about  her,  were 
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uU  of  tlic  best,  when  the  Brrived  at  the  tni 
the  duy  before  yesterday  t  but  abe  seetned  ii 
great  distress  of  mind,  from  the  first, — crj-ing 
over  her  baby, — and  refusing  tocat  ajiydmner,  H 
ftltliouj;li  sbv  could  u-e)l  aflbrd  to  pay  for 
every  tiling,  us  she  has  scveml  guineas  snd  ■ 
twenty  pound  note  in  her  purBc' 

"  I  wns  A  good  deal  inlerestcd  by  tlw 
account  which  Milford  gave  tue  of  the  beau- 
tiful and  forlorn  Htranger;  and  having  ascer- 
tained from  the  former,  that  the  apothecary 
of  the  village  hnd  pronounced  the  fever  under 
which  the  unfortunate  lady  was  saficring,  not 
to  be  of  un  infcvlious  character,  I  had  no  dtffi- 
cuhy  in  obtaining  Mr.  Wilmoi's  {wrmUiion  to 
vinit  tlie  sick  chamber,  for  the  purpoit  of 
afiiirding  every  assistance  in  my  power,  to  one 
whoso  condition  appenred  to  be  bo  desolate. 

"  I  ihcrcforc  hastened  to  the  small  inn  of 
the  vilbge,  where  I  found  Milford's  statement 
corroborated  in  every  mpeet.  IVIrs.  Mad- 
docks  assured  nie,  that  the  unbapp;  slrangrr 
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hail  all  the  appearance  of  belonging  to  a  su- 
perior class  of  society ;  but  that  she  had  in 
Tum  uttciuptvd  to  discover  her  name  or  the 
abode  of  her  friend*.  For  the  lail  four-a»d> 
twenty  hours  she  had  been  violently  delirious, 
uiid  the  medical  man  gave  it  as  bis  decided 
opinion)  that  ehc  vras  suflering  under  a  brain 
fever.  Under  these  circumatunevt,  Mrs.  Mad- 
docks  had  thouglit  herself  justified  in  opening 
her  portmanteauj  and  examining  every  arliele 
in  Iter  possession  which  was  Ukely  to  afford 
any  iiifomialion  concerning  her.  But  no  do- 
cument of  any  kind  had  been  found  which 
could  wrve  as  a  clue  to  direct  llie  people  of 
tlte  house  in  tticir  iiiquirtcs.  Tliere  were  no 
letters,  no  papers  of  any  description ;  and  the 
iniuals  G.  V.  upon  her  linen,  were  of  course 
but  scanty  materials  for  the  fartlicr  invcstiga- 
tioii  of  h«r  name  and  circuinslancet."  (At  this 
period  of  ihe  narrative,  Colonel  Vesey  groaned 
ftloud,  and  covered  his  (ace  with  hia  bands.) 
Mrs.  Nordifle  continued. 
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dazxiing.  IJer  tltroat  and  neck  were  of 
3e  most  exfjuisitc  wliJCvncssj  tuid  wben  I 
Doked  upon  the  Kiniill,  delicnle,  and  beauli- 
utly  funned  liands,  that  every  now  and  then 
'  clatchcd  the  bed-clothes  with  convulsive 
l^cnergy,  1  did  not  require  the  evidence  of 
^■the  costly  dinmond  ring  which  encircled  one 
Vof  the  taper  (ingcm,  to  |)rovc  that  ils  wearer 
:  was  of  genth:  birth  and  refined  hubiti. 
^P  "  The  extreme  youth  of  the  siifTcrcr  added 
greatly  to  the  painful  intereil  of  the  acene. 
i»  far  a*  I  could  judge,  under  circumntancea 
\ao  unfavourable  tu  a  correct  conclusion  on  the 
<  auhject,  she  could  not  be  more  than  nineteen 
or  twenty  year^  of  age ;  and  in  nil  probability, 
had  I  seen  her  with  the  bloom  of  hu&lth  un 
her  countenance,  and  the  advantages  of  dress 
to  heighten  her  attractions,  she  would  have 
appeared  to  me  still  younger. 

"  Stie  waa  evidently  quite  unconscious  of 
what  was  passing  around  her, — the  incoherent 
axprcMions,  and  broken  exclamntions  which 
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occasioiinlly  btir^t  Trom  her  lips,  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  tumult  of  her  brain ; — •*  the 
f^iniling  of  her  teeth,  and  tbe  unceaung 
re«tleM»CBi  of  Iier  movements,  gave  token  of 
acute  bodily  suficring. 

"  She  apoke  almost  inceasAntly,  if  indeed  it 
can  be  called  speaking,  where  words,  inarti- 
culate  in  sound,  and  unconnected  in  aense, 
seemed  to  proceed  nterhanically  from  tbe 
tongue,— like  the  undirected  workings  uf  some 
t)i«orgaiiized  piece  of  machinery.  Surround- 
ing her  bed  in  eilence,  ftU  present  watched 
with  Anxiet;  for  a  single  sentence,  whose  im- 
port might  direct  them  in  their  further  pro- 
ceedings, with  respect  to  the  imfortunatc 
HufTerer; — but  ui  vain.  All  that  could  be  dis- 
tinctly noted  in  her  raving*,  waa  that  the 
name  of  Henry  recurred  frequently  in  tones 
of  alternate  tendert»ess  and  reproach. 

"  On  my  quc>tionirtg  the  mcdicjil  man  as  to 
tlie  stale  of  his  patient,  he  informed  me  that 
he  consitk-red  her  in   imminent  danger;    and 
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80  anxious  was  he  to  divide  the  res|ionaibiIity 
of  a  case  wliich  appeared  almost  liopcless, 
that  he  had  peraiindvd  tlie  people  of  the 
house  to  send  off  an  express  to  the  principal 
physician  at  Sotithampton,  which  they  lost  no 
time  in  doing,  as  soon  aa  they  had  ascertained 
that  the  unhappy  lady  had  funds  sufficient  to 
defray  all  necesaary  expenccs. 

"  From  tlie  meluncholy  cuntetnpUtion  of 
youth  and  beauty  stretched  on  the  bed  of 
sickness  and  probably  of  death,  I  turned  to 
■n  object  scarcely  less  affecting  under  the 
circumstances, — the  forlorn  but  unconscioiu 
little  innocent,  who  was  about  to  be  thus 
early  separated  from  all  its  natural  ties, — cast 
unprotected  on  the  compassion  of  strangers, 
and  doomed  in  all  likelihood  to  experience, 
from  the  cradle  upwards,  the  barah  diacipline 
of  an  unfeeling  world,  in  every  form  of  poverty, 
unkindness,  and  neglect! 

"  The  poor  child  was  crying  faintly,  per- 
haps for  the  want  of  that  natural  sustenance 
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whicli  the  mothi^r  couM   no  longer  mppl}-; 
aoA  .one   of  the   fenule  serrnnta   of  the  iim 
was  vamly  eiideavourfaig  to  Mwthc  and  paa^ 
it.     But  on  my  approach  it  xudrlcnly  ceased, 
ami  a  itmile  played   across   its   fairy   (eaturer 
as  it  licid  out  its  liltlu  arms  tovrnrds  me.     P«^ 
haps  there  nercr  was  a  more  striking  example 
of  llic   Gudden   and  capricious  prcrrrcnce  of 
one  person  over  another  so  of\cn  exhibited  by 
children,  even  in  their  earliest  infancy;  and 
indeed,  in  vpite  of  my  better  reason,  it  has 
often  Af  jieared  to  ma  »  if  sonw  secret  ami 
mysterious  sympathy  had  prompted  lliete  ad- 
vanceH  uf  the  iitlle  orphan  Inwnrds  one,  whosr 
future  life  wan  destined  to  be  so  intiuintely  con- 
necled  with  her  own.     Certain  It  ia,  tliat  froiu 
the  moment  when  1  look  the  helplcHs  infant 
in  my  arms,  I  fult  a  degree  of  interest  in  itt 
fiite,  and  compaastoi)  for  its  desolate  condi- 
tion, keyond  what  the  commun  impulse  uf 
humanity  would  suggest  on  such  an  occasion, 
even  to  ilie  he^rt  of  a  mother.    It  is  probable, 
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in(l«e(l,  tliat  tlie  retnembranee  of  a  lovely  and 

only  clitlil)  wliom  it  pleased  Providence  (O 
Imkc  from  me  nl  a  very  early  oge,  aome  years 
beforCj  exercised  a  powerful  influence  on  my 
leeBngi,  and  prompted  my  sudden  resolution 
to  take  charge  of  the  infant, —  slioutd  lite 
Oeatli  of  ila  owtlier  leave  it  unvUiuted  and 
unprovided  for, 

"  Although  the  express  sent  off  to  South* 
ampton  had  used  the  utmost  diligence,  Dr> 

did  not  arrive  until  the  unhappy  sufler«r 

was  |NUt  all  human  aid.  Her  constitution 
sank  rapidly  under  the  violence  of  the  di»> 
ease,  and  towards  midnight  she  breathed  her 
last.  A  few  min»t«s  before  lier  death,  she 
seemed  to  regain  a  faint  consciousness  of  her 
situation;  for,  al^er  having  passed  from  the 
ravings  of  delirium  into  a  state  of  stupor, 
ahtt  suddenly  opened  her  eyes,  and  looked 
round  her  with  an  expression  I  shall  ne- 
ver forget.  The  exclamation  of  '  my  child," 
seemed  to  hover  od  her  lips,  and  nbcn  she 
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discovered  her  infant  recliniiig  on  nv 
[In  >  tranquil  sleep,  the  look  of  agonising  grief 
and  anxiety  disappeared  for  a  motneol,  and 
a  faint  gleam  of  satisfaction  Itglited  up  hex 
features  ere  they  settled  En  the  rigidity  of 
death. 

"When  all  was  over,  and  I  had  seen  the 
•eats  put  upon  tlie  effects  of  the  unfonuiule 
deceased,  I  returned  home;  and  Mr.  M'ilnot, 
whose  kind  heart  was  soon  interested  by  ny 
recital,  in  favour  of  the  little  orphan,  having 
consented  that  I  should  take  cliarge  of  il 
until  its  natural  protectors  should  be  diseo- 
vered,  J  next  day  provicJcd  it  with  a  suitsbl* 
nurse,  and  had  it  removed  to  my  own  house. 

"  In  the  meantime  every  possible  cnqiiir; 
was  made  concerning  the  family  and  friewU 
of  the  unhappy  lady;  but  without  eflecL  ■ 
She  was  indeed  traced  as  coming  direct  fmsa 
London  tn  tlic  Southampton  stage,  from  which 
she  had  been  transferred  to  the  branch  eooch 
of  1  but  beyond  that  it  was  impoesibk 


HARBT   CAU'RHLKr. 


le 


to  ascvitnin  licr  inor«nM.'nts,  as  she  had  en- 
tfrctl  the  Soutluinplon  c<mcIi,  at  Chnring 
Cross,  withotit  tiaving  previoutljr  xecurvd  lier 
place  at  the  booking  office, — a  proceeding  in 
whicli  it  is  u>urI  to  lake  down  tlic  nunie,  if 
not  the  addren*  or  the  party. 

"  As  nobody  appeared,  lo  take  upon  Iiim«elf 
the  directiun  of  licr  aDnJrK,  the  remains  of 
the  beaulifut  and  unforttmate  stranger,  vcre 
in  doc  liiDO,  quietly  interred  in church- 
yard, tlio  inonoy  which  ehc-  had  left  being 
applied  to  defray  the  expcnces  of  the  fune- 
ral,  medical  nttenilance,  Ste,  At  li-ngih,  after 
a  few  weeks  of  uniiiiccennil  xeiirch,  the  par- 
ticuUra  of  w  hich  I  need  not  detail,  the 
fc¥r  ornaments  and  articles  of  value  belong- 
ing to  tlie  deceasi-d,  were  made  over  to  me, 
■a  Ibo  seir>coti«lituted  guanlian  of  the  child. 
Thcae,  I  carefully  and  religiously  preserved, 
until  ealleil  upon  by  the  marriage  of  my 
belorcd  Caroline,  to  give  them  into  her  own 
keeping. 


(0  ItARRT    CALWRtiSr. 

"  Ilftving  (letenained,  wilJi  tite  sanction  of 
tay  hueltand,  to  educate  my  liltic  clinrge  In 
every  ntipciA  iu>  if  ehe  had  been  my  ova 
child,  1  had  her  chriatened  Caroline  after 
tnysplf, — and  added  Uic  name  of  Vere,  ai 
one  whidi  accorded  willi  tlio  second  of  llie 
initiala  which  I  hud  observed  on  the  liueo  of 
her  unfortunate  tnotlier. 

"How  amply,  how  nwre  than  amply,  117 
dearcBt  chiM,  you  have  rejiaid  your  obligaiieB 
to  Mr.  Wllmot  nnil  myself,  by  youi  constant 
ami  devoted  aOeclintt,  your  dutiful  behaviour, 
and  the  sunshine  which  your  cheerful  temper 
and  angelic  disposilion  have  cast  over  the  niott 
gloomy  and  enre-frauglit  periods  of  our  life, 
I  need  scarcely  repeal;  nor  ia  this  perhaps, 
the  proper  plaoc  to  give  utterance  to  the 
feelings  with  which  my  heart  overflows.  But 
I  cannot  conclude  my  task  witliout  expressing 
a  fervent  hope,  that  sliould  it  pleaeo  Provi- 
dence to  dispel  the  cloud  of  mystery  which 
hangs  over  your  birth,  you  may  find  in  those 
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whom  you  are  connected  in  blood,  hearts 

that  will  value,  and  minds  that  can  appreciate 

.  those  ijualllies  which  muitt  ever  endear  yoti 

to    nil  who  come  within  the  range   of    Ibeir 

influence. 

"  Carolimk  Wilwot.'* 
"  Ttjringham   Halt, 
"Seitfemberl,  I8«»." 


"  The  names  of  *  Belvedere"  and  Jane  Nor- 

lelifTc,'  appear  as  witnesses  to  Mrs  Wifaiwt's 

kignnliirc,"  nddrd    Mrs.   NorciilTti;  "  and   a 

rUst  of  the  anicleM  in   I^dy  Belvedere's  po»< 

session,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  narrative, 

fullotrs,  with   BimiUr  attestations    to   its  cor- 

,  redress.  ** 

Tbc   perusal  of  Ibis  document,   to  wtucli 

I  Colonel  Vcsey  listened  with  n  species  of  ago* 

Ltiixed  attention,  that  even  to  an  nninleresled 

1  Bpectaior  would  have  appeared  almoat  awful, 

was  deeply   affecting   to   Lady    Belvedere,— 

wlio  could  not  hear,  without  strong  emotion, 


* 
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"It  is — it  is  herHvtf!"  cxclainted  the  co- 
lonel, in  a  Totce  of  fitiS«d  euwiion, — and 
liurtily  drawing  from  liis  boftont  tho  portrait 
vrliicli  hu  be«n  ru  often  nientioned, — be  ex- 
hibited both  minialurea  in  juxta-poution. 
They  were  exactly  aliki-  in  every  respect:  ami 
so  nearly  equal  in  point  of  execution,  that 
none  but  (lie  practiced  eyo  of  an  arti«t  coutd 
hare  decided  as  to  which  was  entitled  to  be 
considered  the  original. 

All  three  contemplated  for  Bome  timet  ^tl> 
wient  anMMBeDt,  and  renewed  conviction, 
this  striking  evidence  of  \'e»ey's  near  rela- 
tionship to  our  heroine. 

"  This  miniature,"  continued  Veiiey — aftor 
a  pauaei  "has  never  Il-A  me  for  nn  hour, 
unc«  the  day  when  1  received  it  from  the 
hands  of  tl>«  artist.  It  is  evident,  thcrofore, 
lliat  the  copy  tnuttt  huvc  been  KCcrclly  nuide, 
before  the  original  was  delivered  to  me. 
That  they  are  both  by  the  Mine  band,  docs 
not,  I  think,  admit  of  a  doubt— and  the  cer- 


uuring  my  rcfeiit  visic  to  i 
tlie  arlist  to  whom  iny  sisti 
has  been  dead  some  yeai 
of  obtaining  information  t! 
nel,  is  of  course  at  an  en 
sliip  »poke  of  another  t 
portrait." 

"  It  is  here,"  answered  ] 
she  took  the  case,  and  hant 
ture  representing  a  remarks 
of  about  eight  or  nine-ar 
received  tlie  miniature  wii 
and  a  trembling  hand ; — b 
he  cast  a  glance  upon  the 
blood  ruslied  to  his  cheek 
fire,  and  he  exclaimed  in  a 
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is  his  detested  countenance — las  tnachetooi 
look — his  infernal  smilel" — and  lonng  all 
command  of  himself,  he  raised  his  hand  for 
the  purpose  of  dashing  to  the  ground  A>€ 
object  that  had  excited  his  wrath. 

But,  fortunately,  Mrs.  Nordiffe  andcipated 
this  raoTement,  in  time  to  prevent  its  execution. 
She  suddenly  grasped  his  uplifted  arm,  and 
recalled  him  to  his  senses  by  aaying,  in  a 
calm  but  Berere  tone, — 

"  For  shame !  Colonel  Vesey!  recollect  your- 
self! and  consider  whether  it  is  becoming  in 
you  to  exhibit,  in  this  place,  such  unmanly 
weakness, — such  a  childish  burst  of  passion  I 
Would  you  requite  the  con&dence  with  which 
Lady  Belvedere  has  treated  you,  by  destroy- 
ing in  your  senseless  rage,  the  most  valuable 
and  important  evidence  respecting  her  birth!" 

Vesey  was  at  once  subdued  and  abashed  by 
this  just  rebuke.  His  arm  dropped  powerless 
by  his  side; — and  suffering  Mrs.  Norcliflfe  to 
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iind  I  ail)  licnrtily  ashame 
But  nobody  knows, — nol 
I  have  felt  on  aeeing  tAa 
me,  however,  look  upon 
may  safely  trust  me  nov 
to  me,  nothing  but  an  ir 
insanity,  could  prompt  mi 
itE  preservation  is  certoii 
the  object  I  have  in  vievr 
of  Lady  Belvedere." 

"  I  rely  upon  your  wo 
Norcliffe,  as  she  returned 

For  a  few  moments  hi 
upon  it  with  a  fixed  stcn 
indicative  of  deadly  anim( 
lent  exnression  of  ra^e  I 
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hu  exuninatioD,  he  restored  it  to  Lady  Bel> 
vedere. 

"Tbis."  said  he.  calmlf,  "b  the  hut  link 
in  the  chun.  It  converta  conjecture  into  cer- 
tainty I  Could  any  shadow  of  doubt  have 
remained  on  my  mind,  concerning  our  sear 
relationship,  thii,  combined  with  all  I  han 
heard  to-day,  must  at  once  hare  dupelled  it 
Surely,  surely,  dearest  Lady  Belvederfli— 
you  are  impressed  with  a  conviction  in  ac- 
cordance with  mine.  Can  you  resist  the  com- 
bined force  of  such  cucurastantial  and  docu- 
mentary evidence  T  Can  you  hesitate  now  to 
acknowledge  my  claims  as  your  uncle?  Be- 
lieve me,  your  recognttiou  of  me  in  that 
character,  vrill  afford  the  only  consoUtion  cal- 
culated to  soften  the  remembrance  of  a  cala- 
mity that  has  embittered  every  moment  of  my 
existence  for  a  quarter  of  a  century." 

"Stay,"  said  Mrs.  Norcli^,   "that  is  a 
point  which  may  be  discussed  presently.    You 
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have  not  yet  exunmed  every  tiling,  I  bcBen. 
ColoDet  Veaey.  There  arc  two  or  three  on* 
ments  found  by  Mm.  Wjlmol,  atnoii)pi  tbr 
property  of  Caroline's  unfortunate  molbn, 
whicli  may  perhaps  'nfford  some  farther  cat- 
robotation  of  your  conjeclurca.  This  diamoaii 
ring  ond  locket,  for  instance  t" 

"  No,"  Mtd  Yetej,  after  «  very  elose  »■ 
•pectton  of  the  ring ;  "  I  have  no  recollediaii 
of  Buch  itn  ornament  having  behinj^ed  lo  my 
tister.  Nor  do  I  remember  to  have  iMn  tbl 
locket  before.  But  what  occasion  have  we  lor 
lAeir  criilencc?  The  troth  is  sufficiently  >f>- 
parcnu — Ha!"  exclaimed  he,  with  energy,  and 
fixing  his  eyes  intently  on  sn  object  which  Uy 
OB  the  table  before  them,  "what  is  lliatf 
— tell  nif^— I  entreat— was  l^at  also  found  o* 
ber  Iiaod — speak — I  conjure  you !"  f 

"  It  wna  remorcd  from  her  finger  after 
death,  by  Mrs.  Witmot,"  said  Lady  Brl- 
vetlere. 
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"  Great  God  I  I  thank  thee  t"  exclaimed 
Vesey — with  a  bunt  of  almost  firantic  exulta- 
tion.— "It  is — it  is — a  wedding  ring  I"  and 
throwing  himself  nearly  at  full  length  on  the 
sofa,— be  bent  his  head  over  his  outstretched 
anna,  and  wept  like  a  child ! 
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bte  you  with  any  political  advice,  or  histnio- 
H  tioos  witli  rvapcct  to  your   conduct  Jn  the 


I 
I 


bouse.  Your  public  career  I  Ivave  to  your- 
<clf,  at  least  for  the  present ;  and  I  am  quite 
•attsfied  to  depend  on  the  general  accordance 
of  our  principlcf." 

Harry  could  scarcely  repreaa  a  smile;  but 
bo  did  contrive  to  prcM-rvc  his  gnvity,  and 
Uw  baronet  conluued: 

"  My  chief  object  in  propounj;  thia  formi- 
dable conference  is,  tbat  we  may  cowe  to  a 
perfect  imderatanding  aa  to  tlie  future  rela> 
tions  that  are  to  exist  between  us  in  our  pri- 
vate capacity." 

"  I  trust,  Sir  Hugh,"  said  Harry,  "  that 
they  will  be  always  those  of  regard  and  con> 
fidence  i  attd,  as  far  m  I  am  concerned,  n<H 
thing  shall  be  wanting  to  preserve  them  be- 
tween us.  I  will  acknowledge  to  you,  thai, 
from  a  variety  of  causes,  wbich  it  is  needless 
to  recapitulate,  I  coine  down  here  with  feel- 
ings very  remote  from  cordiality,  and  disposed 
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species  of  emotion,}  "  my  dear  boy,  I  ftot  de- 
lighted willi  your  candour;  U  U  just  wiut  I 
■Iiould  liAvc  expected  from  you.  As  to  grit* 
litude,  hovrevcft  you  arc  allowing  your  favour- 
able tntc-r|)rvtation  of  trifli-s  to  anticipate  tbe 
result  of  mbstanlial  experience.  I  trust  I 
•ball,  ere  long,  establish  some  claun  on  your 
regard ;  us  yet,  however,  J  have  none  U|K>n 
your  gralilude,  Vou  have  been  frank  with 
me  1 — it  U  right  that  I  aliouM  be  ecjually 
candid  with  )uu.  If  your  feelings  towards 
mfl  have  altered  within  the  last  few  days, 
mino  towards  you  have  undergone  a  similar 
Irauafortnalion,  though  perhaps  not  in  aii 
cc{ual  d^ree.  It  is  true  1  had  no  particular 
pr^udiccB  of  my  own  to  overcome,  having 
always  hvard  you  most  highly  apokeu  of;  bat 
I  ttill  own,  that  in  requesting  you  to  stand  for 
Talkingtou,  I  was  actuated  much  more  by 
what  I  hope  u  a  legitimate  bmily  pride,  in 
wishing  to  maintain  our  cumiexion  with  the 
borough,  than  by  any  pLTMOiial  coniiideration 
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of  joiitb,  nnd  jiitt  to  flight  tlic  Utopian  dreams 
of  public  virtue,  in  which  I  too  onee  indulged. 
I  could  admire  and  appreciate  tlie  independ- 
ence of  jour  tone,  and  your  rcfuaal  to  pledge 
yourself  to  )>arty.  Since  then,  every  thing 
that  haa  pASsed,  has  (ended  to  strengthen  my 
fsTournblc  impreiiiion  of  your  character  and 
pr^ncjpln.  Our  tntiniacy  is  of  recent  date ; 
but  the  intercour*e  of  «  few  days  will  aome- 
ttmes  compensate  for  the  estrangement  of 
jrMTB.  That  eetrangeinent  is  at  an  end; — 
benocforth  there  must  be  confidence  botweirD 
u«." 

Harry  cxprcued  hia  heurty  concurrence  in 
these  friendly  wntimenta,  and  Sir  Hugh  con- 
tinued: 

"  There  is  one  lubject  wbicfa,  I  should 
inagbe,  must  have  excited  your  curioisity, 
but  concerning  which  you  have  been  too  dis- 
creet to  enquire.  I  mean  my  motive  fur  re- 
tiring from  the  House  of  Commons." 

"  If  1  mistake  not,"  said  Harry,  witli  com- 
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ing  my  journey  down  here,  by  •  coaomi^ 
cative  travelluig  companion  in  tbe  mail.  If 
report  speaks  true,  you  are  about  to  be  ralMd 
to  the  peerage ! " 

"  Tbe  devil ! "  exclaimed  Sir  Hugh ;  "  bow 
these  things  creep  out,  in  spite  of  all  precau- 
tiono !  However,  it  is  no  matter.  My  chief 
object  in  keeping  it  close  for  the  present  was, 
to  get  over  this  business  of  the  election.  Tb» 
House  of  Lords  is  at  all  times  a  very  sbog 
— but,  at  certain  seasons,  not  a  very  graceful 
retreat  for  a  patriot, — and  I  was  desirous, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons,  to  make  the  most 
of  my  political  independence  in  the  recent 
contest.  1  was  anxious,  tuo,  tu  save  the 
constitutional  principle, — for  a  peer,  you  know 
— ha!  ha!  ha! — ^must  not' interfere  in  elec- 
tions t " 

"  I  am  fully  impressed,"  said  Harry,  "  with 
the  importance  of  that  salutary  maxim  of  our 
glorious  constitution." 

"  Well— but  still,   Harry,   you    have  only 
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hsve  been  f^lad  to  compound  by  tbe  saerifieo  of 
n  very  probloniAticnl  coronet.  Tor  the  certainty 
of  Buoceetling  to  what  be  considered  his  more 
legitimate  inberitaDce.  But  although  hie 
chance  of  either,  was  of  course  liable  to  a 
tboussnd  casualties,  be  saw  no  necessity  to 
adopt  tlie  aoio-epitcopari  system  with  respect 
to  his  uncle's  kind  intcnlions;  be  therefore 
at  once  expressed  with  ^^at  warmtfa,  the 
gratitude  which  he  really  felt  for  this  mark 
of  bis  regard, 

"  Say  no  more,  on  tb»(  subject ;"  said  Sir 
Hugh,  "  I  mean  to  qualify  tbe  obligation  to 
a  certain  extent,  by  keeping  you  out  of  (bo 
succession  aa  long  as  1  am  able;  but  in  tbe 
meanlbnc,  a«  we  are  now  friends,  and  placed 
in  our  natural  position  relatively  lo  each  other, 
it  is  fitting  that  you  should  cr\)oy  even  during 
my  lire-time,  some  of  the  advantages  which 
bekng  of  right  to  an  beir  presumptive.  ( 
find  frcMn  more  than  one  source  of  information, 
ntn)  amongst  others,  from  your  friend  Lumleyi 
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'ear  uitcte,"  taid  be,  "  believe  nie,  no 
Ofto  CHit  be  more  ducply  iin|trv4M(l  thun  I  am, 
by  your  kiadncss,  or  more  M^naible  or  your 
generosity.  If  I  could  recouvile  it  to  my  feel* 
ings  to  trcspau  on  tlic  liberality  of  any  one, 
for  tlic  »ake  of  enjoying  certain  luxurit's,  with 
wbicb,  a»  a  reunonnblc  man,  1  can  very  well 
Inrn  to  iliapeuse,  I  ahould  not  hcnitate  tu 
|>roAt  by  your  munificent  offer ;  but  miXidus 
as  I  am,  to  remain  b  free  agent  in  my  political 
capucity,  you  will  readily  perceive  I  attach  a 
Htill  bi^jbcr  vnlue  to  tbc  preservation  of  luy 
perional  independence.  This  cannot  be  main- 
tained, if  1  conwnt  lo  become  a  pcnoioner  on 
your  bounty;  for  though  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  dUtrust  the  delicacy  of  your  be- 
b«tiour  tuwarda  me,  or  apprehend  that  you 
would  avuil  younelf  of  my  dependence  to 
^exercise  an  undue  authority,  still  1  Mhould 
feel  a  certain  restraint,  which  to  a  mind  like 
nine,  would  not  be  thu  Iea<i  irkvome,  bceauiie 
it   tnigbt  be  imaginary,     After  ail   tliai   haa 
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Mill,  with  rigid  econotny,  I  liave  the  meant  of 
living  like  a  f(cntlrman,  and  that  inuit  sujfioe 
for  the  present.  You  mu»t  bear  in  mind, 
tbftt  my  position  uk  your  heir-presumptive, 
ia  a  Tery  precarious  one — 1  cannot  afibrd  to 
reckon  upon  it,  nor  should  I  act  n«  a  man  of 
tense,  in  proBting  by  advantages,  of  which 
the  birth  of  a  son  to  you,  may  at  luiy  time 
deprlTc  me." 

"  Well,  well, — '  a  wilful  man  mu«t  bav«  hit 
way.'  We  are  all  as  obstinate  as  the  devil, 
■n  our  family,  and  as  to  pride — jou  are  a 
genuine  Calverley,  every  incb  of  you!  For 
the  present,  I  auppoae  1  must  only  leare 
thing*  as  they  arc — By-An<l-by,  you  will  per- 
haps know  mc  belter,  and  treat  me  with  more 
cuofidtmce.— In  the  meantime,  although  you 
ntfusa  to  be  under  any  pecuniary  obligation 
to  ne,  you  will  I  trust,  in  other  respecta,  act 
towards  mc  with  the  freedom  and  cordiality 
that  our  near  relationship  renders  natural  and 
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ftpproprinte.     You  have  contrived,  most  «o&- 
dcrfuUy  to  ingratiate  yourself  witti  LaU^  >Uo'. 
wbose  pretlilectioiis  nre  not,  1  assure  ytnt.  tt 
Ute  service  of  every  body.      Wo  slinU  iherc- 
(ore,  both   cxp«ct  to   enjoy  «   good  deal  of 
your  society  when  in  Londou,  if  you  can  «pare 
tlinv  from  your  parliainvntury  duties.     For  ot 
couract  Uku  all  young  poUttciana,  you  neaii 
to  roj^ncratc  society,  und  will   labour  nif^ 
luitl  day,  in  order  to  produce   thU  probable 
and  aplendid  resulu" 

"  I  not  no  vivionarj',"  said  Harry,  laugldng, 
"  nor  have  I  political  ruith  enougb  fur  the 
working  of  miracles;  but  an  politics  are  for 
the  present,  to  be  my  profe»ion,  1  must,  of 
course,  work  hard  to  distinguisb  myself; — too 
luppy  should  1  find  that  the  adraneeineiit 
of  my  private  interest  Is  not  incompatible  with 
the  exercise  of  my  public  duty." 

Sir  Hugh  shook  ht>  bead.  "  The  conflict 
of  politic*,"  said  he,  "  Ik  uAer  all  hut  m  supe- 
rior specio  of  gainbliug.     With  every  f|uali< 
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fication  (ot  public  life,  we  are  still  sadly  at 
tbe  merey  of  fortune ;  and  the  worst  of  it  is,- — 
that  the  jade  seldom  smiles  on  those  who  are 
wholly  dependent  on  the  chances  of  tbe  ga 
However,  we  must  hope  for  tbe  best." 
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in  which  that  section  of   the  year  nifty  be 
got  rid  of. 

Harry,  however,  went  neither  to  the  moon 
for  the  slaughter  of  woodcocks,  nor  to  Leices- 
tershire far  the  enjoyment  of  hunting;  neither 
did  he  lake  up  his  abode  at  Brighton,  in 
the  hope  of  baaking  in  the  suiuhine  of 
royalty,  nor  run  over  to  Paris,  to  acquire 
the  latest  fnahion  in  politics,  and  moralize 
en  philotophe,  on  the  edifying  submiBsion  of 
a  "  aowreigu  fteoph"  to  a  "eitixen  king." 
Full  of  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  bis  new 
object,  parliamentary  ditlinction,  he  rcturrtcd 
to  town,  as  to  the  loait  mo«t  favourable  at 
that  leason,  for  tlie  proaecution  of  those 
studies  which  demand  retirement,  and  ab- 
straction from  the  world,  and  applied  him- 
self seriously  to  the  tmprorement  of  bis 
polilicnl  education,  with  a  view  of  preparing 
himself  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  Through 
ttu;  details  of  his  conrt  de  pditique,  wc  need 
not    follow  hitn;  hut    tlio   rcitdcr  may  be  as- 
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victim  he  U  to  Iits  parlimincnlftry  (lutieii.  Wc 
niuit  only  hope  thai  im|)eriii]»ble  funic  will 
be  his  rewan).  If  there  i»  j^raittude  in  uwn, 
posterity  must  aiirely  do  justice  to  tUosc  who 
airrvo  their  coiiuiry  at  the  aacriQce  of — their 
claret," 

"  It  is  an  effort  uf  Koman  tlrtue,  ccrtnitily," 
Mid  Scalp,  "  on  »n  occasion  like  the  present; 
but  on  the  other  hnnil,  there  ore  ciiises,  where 
its  alleged  necessity  allbrds  a  graceful  retreat 
from  ^rc(/oM.  But  it  is  the  Faculty  for  whom 
I  feel  the  most  commiiierslion.  It  seetna  to 
be  the  condition  obtigtc  of  rising  medical 
popularity,  to  vanish  with  the  second  cutirse. 
h  ta  Morlhy  of  remark,  howctcr,  lliut  the  tub- 
Btantlal  business  of  the  day,  is  never  in- 
terfered with  in  either  caac.  No  matter  what 
rooioentous  ciucation  '  may  vox  the  public 
counciUii'  or  what  diitrcaiitng  epidemic  may 
threaten  the  boudoirs  of  Alay  l-*uir,  tlie  sum- 
niona  never  arrives  till  ajter  dinner." 

"  Our    experience    of    to-day    is    r«tber 
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■cintilliition  from  Vrsa  Major  which  we  have 
had  to-nigbt.  Uow  nrewe  to  account  for  that, 
fiowerby  T" 

"I  suppose,"  Mill  Sowerby,  "it  is  because 
(he  cloud  of  your  friend  Culvrrlvy's  pn»cncc 
bu  only  just  rolled  awny  from  our  Hocial 
horison.  What  the  deuce  U  the  matter  with 
him?  I  never  aaw  any  man  ao  c(nni>)etely 
dovn  in  the  mouth.  M«  was  •  regular  wet 
blanket  on  the  gaiety  of  the  company." 

"lie  certainly  seemed  very  much  out  of 
spirits  to-day ;"  aald  Lord  Dorkin;;,  "  and 
it  was  the  more  striking,  as  he  is  usually 
«o  elirrrrul ;  can  you  account  for  it,  Lum- 
ieyt" 

"  No,"  said  Fitzroy,  "  I  know  of  no  cause 
be  has  for  depression; — on  tlie  contrary,  I 
think  bis  rapid  and  unequivocal  sueoew  in 
parliament,  ahould  liave  supplied  him  with  a 
fitnd  of  spirits,  sufficient  to  Inst  through  the 
•eisioQ,  at  least." 

"  Sana  dovte,"  aatd  Count  Pkeolomioii  *' it 
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■  box  in  liis  hand ;  and  m  for  cards,  aIthou(;h 

j  he  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  say  with  UorDC 

[Tooke,  that  lie  does  not  knuw  a  ting  from 

a  knave,  I  verily  believe  lie  coultl  twt  tell 

llic  difTcrc-ncc  Iwtweeit  vcarti,  and  beggar^my- 

neiglibour,   and    ha«  ab»ul   trn    much   notion 

of  playing  a  rubber  at  aborts,  aa  our  friend 

Sower  by   baa    of   drawing    a    charitable    in- 

'  ference." 

"  Does  it  not  depend  a  good  deal  on  the 

colour  of  the  suit !"  said  Scalp, — "  if  he  gets 

[on  bni  indifTurently  witli   cJulu, — you  will  iit 

I  least  alk)w,  tliat  he  is  rather  more  successful 

witli  hearts,   that  is,  if  the   ladies   are  not 

belied  in  his  case." 

"Well,  wcUl"  said  Sowcrby,  "you  may 
have  it  your  own  way;  he  luiy  )>c  a  model 
of  all  the  curdinol  vjrtuea,  for  aught  I  care." 

"  He  lins  given  a  tolerable  proof  lliat  Itc 
can  pracltte  tvo  of  lliom,  at  any  rate,"  said 
Soalp,  "  for  he  has  scarcely  spoken  a  woni 
to-day  i— and  siloticc  is,  you  know,  thv  esseticv 
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cussion.  UafortuDKtol;  however,  be  had  re- 
iarly  broken  down,  when  hitif  way  through 
speech  whicb  he  ttad  learnt  by  heart ;  since 
[which  linte,  he  bad  beeo  Hingularly  unnilling 
to  admit  the  success  of  any  body,  hi  a  depart- 
ment of  excellence  in  wbicli  kc  had  failed. 
"  All  cramming!"  said  Sowvrby,  "  depend 
it,  there  is  nothing  like  cramming ;"  at  tlu! 
iiame  tiin«  unconsciously  suiting  tbv  action  to 
!ie  word,  by  helping  himiteir  (o  a  pyramid 
if  ice,  and  appropriating  wafers  for  six. 
"That  is  not  quite  fair,]  Mr.  Sowerby," 
Lumlcy, — "  observe,  I  rocao  your  insinua- 
tltRi  against  my  friend's  oratory — not  your  at- 
Uck  upon  the  ice.  We  all  know  that  a  man 
nay  be  craBunod  up  to  the  eyes,  for  •  set 
apccch ;  but  when  he  speaks  for  an  hour  and 
Italf  in  rcpiif,  as  Calverley  is  reported  to 

have  done  last  week,  in  answer  to  Lord  S , 

what  becomes  of  the  prompter's  book  M  am 
,but  intliflcrenlly  versed  in  parUatnenUry  c-'i- 
^uetta,  I  dare  say,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
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pretext  for  pauing  liia  evenings  abroad, 
Mill  tims  escaping  the  whole  tribe  of  doueitic 
infelicilieE,  which  the  holy  state  Kems  gene- 
nlly  lu  entail  upon  it*  vietima.  But  in  iho 
Mine  of  all  that  ia  uverwliehning,  what  in- 
ducement hna  »  biiclielor, — who  wants  neither 
placi',  ixmaion,  nor  p««rage, — ant)  who,  mur<-- 
vrer,  prefers  a  good  night's  rest  to  all  the 
dljponscd  by  pnTtiameiilary  reporters, — 
inducement  cnn  he  have  to  encounter 
th«  heat,  the  din,  and,  w»r»e  than  all,  the 
pro*iitg  of  the  honourable  houte  ?  Wliat  can 
repay  him  for  tlie  hcad-acties  unsulaced  by 
the  meniory  of  champagne,  wliicli  await  hini 
ill  the  morning, — for  the  cramp  which  puts 
^_  him  in  bodily  fear  of  lunibiigo, — when,  ntler 
^V-yiolding  incaiitioualy  to  the  narcotic  influence 
L  of  the  financial  budget,  ur  the  often-told  tile 
^Bnf  IriNh  gtievancca,— he  Ja  rotiacd  out  of  his 
uneuy  nlumtwr,  on  hia  hard  and  narrow 
bench,— to  be  troUed  out  into  the  tubbr, — 
■carecly  knowing  on   which    tide    he  votes, 
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nten,  ihat  this  lupine  spinl  h«a  not  gcitcrally 
pervatlecl  Uio*e  duses  who  bare  liitlicrto 
eoniidered  t1ietnselv«s  exclusively  entitled  to 
take  piirt  hi  public  affairs. — IT  ibe  gentlemen 
of  England  had  all  preferred  tbe  olinm, — 
you  will  excuK  nte,  but  I  csn  scarcely  add, 
cvm  digmtate, — whidi  wtsvat  lo  be  your  t%an- 
mum  honum,  bow  should  we  have  reii»ted  in 
former  times,  the  unprincipled  cncroacliroenti 
of  tlic  royal  prerogative; — or  what  chance 
should  we  have  bad  of  retaining  ihe  scanty 
modicum  of  fVeedom,  which  public  virtue  haa 
wrested  from  the  unwilling  bands  of  perjured 

tu-chs,  and  corrupt  ministers !" 

There  you  have  me  I — I  acknowledge," 
•aid  LuDiley.  '*  I  certainly  am  far  from  being 
up  to  liampden-and'Hidnetj  nwrk.  1'he  fact 
it,  I  have  always  conudered  such  bointeroua 
patriotiain,  «a  incompatible  with  a  good  ato* 
mach ;' — political,  aa  well  as  bodily  restteii- 
DMs,    being  a  natural   retult   of   indigestion. 
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norei — and  as  for  freedom,  ao  Air  from 
being  obliged  to  wrest  it  frooi  unwilling 
hands,  they  might  have  had  it  for  llie 
aaking." 

'*  It  is  A  pity  you  were  not  bom  to  a 
ihruiic!"  «iid  Sowcrby,  soeeringly. — "And 
yet  it  is  not  quite  m>  ccrtiiin  that  mnitera 
would  have  gone  smoutlily  with  you. — You 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  a  moKt  accom- 
plislied  specimen  of  the  R<ti  Famraui , — but 
you  might  have  contrived  to  pick  up  a  iillle 
unptipuhirily  nolwithtlnniling." 

"  No  doubt,"  Hnxwercd  Lutnley,  "  if  i  were 
•o  fortunate  ns  to  recun-  tfoiir  Rervices  in  tlie 
eapocity  otmttire  du  /m/ah." 

"  Egad,  Sowerby!"  taid  ScAlp,  "  you  hare 
caught  a  urtar/ 

"  By  no  tneaiu,"  taid  Luiiiley.  "  Mr.  Sow- 
erby  will  acknowledge  tliat  I  act  etricily  on 
the  defensive.  But  it  is  really  loo  cruel  (o 
wntcnce  ne  to  political  annihiUtiun.     Accord- 


tng  to  him,  it  would 
unfit  to  be  u  king,  o 

■'  What    then  t" 
ought  to  be  perfect! 
of  you ; — ^for  if  it  1 
that  you  are  all  the 

"  Come,  Sowerb 
"  leave  ofl'  thia  ti 
pass  the  wine.  Ou 
vulnerable  aa  Acliil 
meddle  with  as  a  he 

*'  Pray,  my  dear 
me  divide  that  comj 
I  fiball  he  quite  cot 
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ley  Am  a  weak  point,  I  raiber  suspect  it  will 
be  found  at  the  opposite  extremitjr." 

'*  Yoii  apeak,  of  course,  as  a  phrenologist,'* 
njoined  Lumley,  "  and  I  admit  that,  consi- 
dered with  relation  (o  the  sublime  science  in 
question,  my  Aead  is  obnoxious  to  criticism : — 
for,  singular  to  relate,  ibe  developmeDt  of 
certain  moral  qualities  on  il«  aurfaoe,  is 
liabk  to  constant  fluctuation,  from  the  efiect 
of  outward  circumntancei.  Par  ezemple, 
whenever  I  bare  the  felicity  of  tlnding  my- 
self in  your  society,  it  would  appear  that  an 
instantaneous  depression  of  the  organ  of  vene- 
ration b  tbe  inevitable  result; — white,  no 
donbt  from  hhdc  inherent  defect  in  ttic  region 
of  calculation, — the  organ  of  self-esteem  un-  ' 
dergoes  no  incredible  cx[Minaion,  in  the  pio- 
gress  of  certain  inToluntary  cofflparuons. 
which  force  themselves  on  roe  during  our 
colloquial  contests." 

"  I  told  you  sot"  said  Dorking;  "  it  ia  not 
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lonlaIii|),  who  entered  aniiil  the  roar  of  laugh- 
ter, tvliich  vraa  benevolently  vouchsufitl  to  thu 
■ally.  After  all,  there  U  nothing  like  good 
wine  ami  goml-hiitnour,  to  supply  all  detlcien- 
CMI8  or  wit. 

"  Saint,  A/rwffMi'J,''  ttnid  Ennitcorthy,  vrilh 
■  conprchrmtve  how, — h*  he  •ented  bim- 
•elf  in  L'alverley's  vacated  chair. — "  1  am 
unfortunate  in  losing  that  last  joke  —  but 
M  il  U,  I  am  always  destined  to  be  too 
late." 

"  Too  hite  fur  dinner,  certainly,"  said  Lord 
Dorking. 

"  And  that  may  well  be  called  a  day  aher 
the/ffw,"  said  Sculp, 

"  Ghid  to  see  you,  at  all  events,"  said  the 
hoat,  "but  what  prevented  you  from  dining 
with  us  V 

"  Why,  I  have  been  nil  tlic  evening,  where 
you  ought  to  have  l>een  alto— at  my  post,  in 
the  house. — We  bad  something  of  u  debate — 
and  a  Ti-ry  dull  one  too."' 
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"  Fact — I  assure  yon. — I  have  it  from  what 
1  may  call  the  very  best  authority.— And  a 
very  fit  man  he  is,  too  I" 

"  Come,  come,"  aaid  Dorluog,  laughing;— 
"no  humbug  1  Enniscorthy. — We  all  know 
what  that  means. — He  u  a  very  ^  aum,  be* 
cause  he  is  one  of  your  iDvincible  Calverley- 
and-0'Reilly  phalanx : — 'wul  n'awa  de  Fetpril, 
Mori  noua  et  mot  amii.' — Not  that  I  mean  to 
say  anything  against  him. — He  is  an  exceUent 
fellow,  as  ]  waa  saying  just  now. — But  how  be 
has  contrived  to  establish  such  a  wonderful 
character  for  oratory,  all  at  once,— I  confess, 
is  an  enigma  to  me." 

"  He  is  honest r  said  Lumley;  "and  that 
is  a  quality  which  always  takes  in  public  life, 
for  a  short  time, — on  account  of  its  rarity." 

"Ah!  mydearfellow!"  said  Dorking;  "your 
friends  the  Whigs,  will  soon  cure  him  of  that, 
when  once  he  takes  ofiSce." 

"  Why,  surely, "  said    Enniscorthy,    "  you 
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"I! — how  should  IV  ttaid  Enniscortliy, 
kughJDg ;  "  I  ftin  not  in  hid  secret*." 

"  Perhiipi  not — hut  ia  there  not  'one  fata) 
rememhrance,'  which  h  likely  to  become  ra- 
ther loo  agonising  whenever  ho  ec«s  your 
lonlahip?" 

"  Oh,  hoi"  said  Lord  Dorkingj  "eome 
choice  bit  or  scandiil,  no  d»ubl!~BOiDe  ri- 
valry in  an  affaire  da  ewur,  I  hope. — Pray 
1st  us  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Scalp!" 

"  Ctit  bien  dit !  tonics  ttous  cd  /  said  tli« 
count;  "  Dorqnin  a  dmn^  juste,-  n'til  ee 
peuf  he  mattvaU  lujelf  II  flaire  tet  amou' 
nUe»,  d'uiK  Uene  ■'" 

"Comme  de  raitoa .'"  Mii\  Lumley;  "  tet  a 
thief,  Ike" 

"  Gentlemen,  naiil  ICnniicorihy  ;  "  1  re<|uest 
that  there  may  be  ito  inshiuations  against  my 
moral   character. — 1  have  an  undo  a  tiishop. 
— and  a   first-couHin  a    dean!  —  1   dined  last 
week  with  Lord  •  •  •  •  •  •^  hhI  |  have  lately, 

at  the  particular  request  of  my  grandmother, 
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the  room. — "  Come,  EnniscDittiy,   we 
[»UI  tnlcfi  your  own  vemon  of  tbe  aOkir." 

"  Scalp  u  t]]ere  to  cltcck  me,  if  I  tthoulj 
depart  from  historical  accuntcy."  said  t£iinis- 
ortliy;    "itnd  indeed   he  is   pcrMiully   con- 
rned  in  the  «(Iiiir — »  pariicvp*  erimuU — I 
vas  going   to  say — but  I  should  nitlier  cnii 
bitn  a  co-operator  in  a  great  work  of  poetical 
Justice. — You  remember,  Lundey,  the  party 
assembled  at    Calverley  last   autumn,   during 

Itlie  rU'Cliun." 
"  Ye« — a  pleasant  HOt  enwigli — the  prcacnt 
company  nof  excepted;"  said  Lutnlt^y. 
"  Well — jou  will  alto  recollect  that,  al- 
though tile  syiitematic  impertinence  and  in- 
dvilily  of  our  friend  Sowcrby,  were  tolerably 
pi^anUa  at  first, — every  one  of  the  pariy 
gut  rattler  tired  of  him  in  a  sliort  time." 

'I  can  answer  for  myself,"  snid  Lumieyi 
I*'  and  indeed  I  had  not  been  four-aiid-twenty 
Ihours  in  his  company,  before  1  was  reluctantly 


■•  1  Iw'.iere  Ti>ur  pr 
fneci  HiTFT,  had 
ham,"  coatiBiietl  £nn 
tint  aftfT  joar  depai 
aai  man  oAoMtTe. 
Sir  Hogti — I  bef  hu  j 
— tbcT  hftT«  ■  sort  of  I 
wbich  ■  pc«of  agsins 
or  ilo.  Indeed  I  be 
SiNscEiBn  requires  tfai 
bojiioj  efiroDtery,  i 
piulitr — :o  rescae  he 
fMni,  vhicb  sbe  mista 
Mijes.  bis  Go^on  of  a  ' 
buBKiur,  for  she  toadiet 
So  that,  being  quite  sec 
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agf,  nnd  our  fat  friend  Aylmer,  who,  you  knoir, 
u  but  an  intUHereiit  tinnd  at  repartee,  and, 
({cnerally  speaking,  would  sacrifice  everything 
in  the  world,  not  oxcepting  his  wife,  for  the 
sake  or  peace  and  quiet.  Out  Scalp  and  I 
had  certain  arrears  to  settle  with  our  facetioua 
Mend,  and  with  a  tittle  persuasion,  we  con- 
trired  to  enlist  the  other  two  in  our  project 
for  a  final  settlement." 

"IIcr«  I  must  bo  allowed  to  correct  your 
lordship,"  said  Scalp  ;  "  you  do  me  too  much 
honour  in  assigning  to  nte  any  itliare  in  tlie 
prelimtnary  proceedings.  The  whole  merit 
of  tlie  design,  as  well  as  the  arrangement, 
was  exclusively  yours; — and  to  say  the  truth, 
it  W4U  not  Milhout  considerable  diflicully  tliat 
I  waa  prevailed  upon  to  asast  in  ita  exe- 
cution," 

"  Well,  well  —  it  may  he  so,"  said  Lord 
Enniscorlhy;  "and  I  have  no  objection  to 
claim  all  the  credit  of  the  affiiir;  nlthough 
I  WAS  liberally  anxious  to  allow  you  a  fair 
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norutrancc,  old  Sowerby  wu  ielied  by  the 
arnia  nnd  leg»,  nnd  «pr««U  out  on  *  captcioua 

bUnkct  whicb  liad  been  secreted  uiider  the 

« 

table.  \\''o  si)  ftct  to  in/4  a  mU,  as  they 
uy  on  board  ship,  ajid  if  we  did  not  give 
litm  exerciic  enough  for  one  evening,  he  must 
oortsinly  have  bad  a  very  strange  ta«le  Tur 
involuntary  feats  of  activity!" 

"  Bravo,  bravo  I"  exclaimed  omne;  with 
cntlmstasm. 

"But  how  did  he  bear  the  operation T" 
enquired  Dorking. 

"  His  rage  at  first  beggared  all  deieriplion," 
answered  Lord  Konbcortliy  i  "he  absolutely 
foamed  nt  the  mouth,  and  got  so  blaek  in 
the  face,  that  wc  were  obliged  to  loosen  hia 
neckcloth,  lest  he  should  go  off  io  a  fit  of 
apoplexy.  Itut  after  a  hard  struggle  bctwoot 
prudence  and  anger,  he  nude  up  his  mind 
to  treat  the  affair  as  a  joke ;  and  we  repairv-d 
to  the  drawing-room,  to  all  appearance,  tlie 
best  friends  in  the  world.     You  may  be  sure 
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come,  gentlemen,  if  you  will  not  drink 
ny  more  wine,  let  us  have  coffee,  «nd  be  oflT 
Lady  Belvedere's: — for  I  ttuppote  you  all 
mean  to  pfltroniic  her  ball  to-nig1it." 

"  Hush  I  my  dear  Dorking  1 "  said  Lunlej. 
I"  You  should  respect  the  count's  fevlings." 

This  considerate  observBlion  whs  followed 
by  a  general  roar  of  laughter.  But  the  count 
ras  a  genuine  philosopher,  of  the  most  imper- 
irbkhlc  class. 
"  Que  votdex-tuMt  f"  said  he,  shrugging  his 
lioulders.  "  AfUadt  m'a  envoyi  promeuer; 
'  je  ne  m'en  cache  pat,  Elle  ae  tvui  pat  de 
mot  pour  man, — et  je  ne  sanraia  yu'y  /aire, 
Cepeitdant,  jmuqu'eUe  a  bien  toulu  me  prier  A 
eetu/fle, — ma/oi  .'—je  lAtherai  de  ta'y  amutcr 
nme  un  autre!" 

"  The  count  will  not  die  of  love,  this  time, 
U  all  events,"  said  Scalp,  aside  to  Lumley. 

"  No   wonder  1"    saJd   Fitxroy.     "  He   haa 
lince  discovered  that  the  jointure  ceuses,  Lf 
^ady  Belvedere  marries  again!" 
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Oh  clear  yea !  I  have  just  had  tlie  most 

leligbtfiil    galopo    with    Count    Piccotomini. 

lat  a  Diet  person  lie  U !     1  do  eo  dout  on 

Ilia  broken  Engltsh,  and  then  he  gahpes  like 

angel  I     Uut  how  U  it  tliat  I  have  not  se«n 

aytliitig  of  Captain  Calverley  to-ntgltl —  is  he 

Mr- 
tie  has  not  been  here  nt  till,"  answered 
ilj  Belvedere,  with  m»  much  iiidifferencc  of 

■u  she  could  assume. 
'  Indeed— oh,  then,  my  dear  Carjr,  I  under- 
stand whj-  you  are  too  conscientious  to  dunce." 
tLady  Belvedere  did  not  tiiink  it  necessary 
make  any  reply  to  this  in»nuation,  snd  site 
4  fortunately  the  excuse  of  being  oceupied 
receiving  a  new  arrival  who  made  his  a\y- 
at  the  moment. 
You  arc  very  late,  Mr.  St.  John,"  laid  she 
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Moat  provokingly  to,"  said  be.  "  But 
»ur  ladyship  will  easily  guess  that  it  ia  not  ray 
lult.     We  have  had  an  intenninnblc  debate— 
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aiaed  by  soinc  talkatire  elderly  gentleman  or 
Iher,  who  wns  congratulating  liim  on  bia  new 
bp[ioinlmcnt,  and  as  I  saw  no  cbance  of  liis 
Jtlun  being  i-cteascil  for  the  next  half  hour,  I 
tti  him  lo  his  fate." 
"  What  appointment?"  enquired  I^dy  Bel- 
L-dvre.  . 

"  1  lave  you  not  heard  T  he  \s  the  new  Under 
iecrelary : — mah,  c/itit ! — here  he  i»." 
Harry  made  hU  appearance  accordingly; 
I  but  in  spile  of  the  momentary  gleam  of  utts- 
I  fiMition  which  iihot  acroM  hid  fentureM,  a$  he 
I  approached  tu  pay  bia  respccu  to  our  lovely 
^Biostcaa,— it  did  not  escape  her  notice  that  be 
^■rore  u»  aspect  but  little  in  accordance  with 
^HiU  recent  parliamentary  triumph,  or  his  re- 
I  ])orted  official  ndvnncemciit.  The  eontritclioii 
I  uf  his  brow,  and  the  care-worn  expression  of 
,  his  countenance,  were  too  evident  to  be  over* 
I  looked  even  by  un  uninterested  observer;  and 
l.ndy  Belvedere  was  almost  startled  to  trace 
nes  of  gloom  and  despondency,  where  the 
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prcsfiirv    >    Bilencc — ami   for  a  moment    lii« 
({loom  WM  (ItRpvlled. 

"  I  itm  afraid  it  is  a  forldrn  hop«,"  muiI 
he,  "  but  liare  I  sny  chance  of  finding  you 
diwtigitged  for  the  iiiuulrillc  which  is  tww 
furming  V 

"  1  liavv  dvclinetl  dancing  to-uight,  hitlier- 
I),"  said  Lady  Bv lv«der« :  beaitatlngly,  "  aa  I 

not  wiiih  to  dcacrt  my  poat,  but — " 
"  It   U   quite   time   (0   begin  then,"  tnter- 
Jptisl  lie,  "  your  fneods  are  all  arrived  by 
Ilia  hnur,  I  dare  say;  therefore  you  have  im 


•aying,   he  held    out    his    arm,    which 
idy    OeIv<»dero  did   itot   refuse  to  lake,  in 
Tapite  of  the  very  tignificant  and  malin  look 
that  Miaa  Caryl   directed    towarda   her,   and 

I  they  proceedeil  to  join  the  dancera. 
I   On  their  way  to  the  ball-room,  they  pMMd 
It  gentleman  leaning  ngainiil  a  column,  with 
|Da  arms  folded  on  his  brCAil,  in  moody  ab- 
atraeiion,  or  perlia|ia  in  philosophical  conlcin- 


tory  and   cbeeriiig    information    respecting 

state  of  fccliiig  between  tlie  parties. — The 

words,  slightly  varied  in  tone  and  ae- 

contUBtioD,    might    luve    betrayed    jealousy, 

ique,   resentment; — but  under   th«    circunt- 

iDcet,  no  lover  coutd  have    uttered   them 

thai    tone    and    with    that    uninterested 

ct, 

*'  By  the  by,"  said   Lady  Belvedere,   '■  i 

ought  to  hare  enquired  whether  yoit  were  a 

ancer. — If  you  ever  do  condescend  no  far  m 

join  in  a  quadrille,  perhaps  you  will  allow 

e  to  find  you  a  liunseuae,  and  you  can  be 

m-d-rtx." 
"  No,  thank  you,'*  said  Vesey,  "  I  nev«r 
dance  when  1  can  avoid  it.  I  took  pity  on 
<ne  or  two  wall-flowers  of  my  acquaintance 
the  beginning  of  the  evening,  when  beaux 
ere  scarce,  but  I  think  I  may  fairly  super- 
annuate myself  now ;  and  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  I  ant  growing  very  sleepy — So  I  ftuicy 
the  best  thing  I  can  do,  is  to  go  lionie  to  bed." 
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the  gnll«nt  colonel's  stomaclt,  it  was  eri- 
jdeiit  that  his  A«ar1  was  tolerably  sreurv. 

But   in  ipilc  of  tlie    removal   of  «U    bb 

LIS  doubts,  a  cloud  still  hung  oyer  Cnlvcr- 

ey*»  brow.     Me  was  evidently  ttUlrait.    lie 

If  poke  but  tittle,  and  eeenied  almost  «•  incapable 

[of  following  tlic  movements  of  tlie  dance,  as  of 

keeping    up    the    conversation,  for   which   it 

I>  nfTordetl  so  conrcntent  an  opportunity.  Lady 
BeWederc  was  totally  at  n  loia  to  account  fur 
liin  silence  and  abetniction ;  and  eonsiilertng 
how  tery  rarely  tlicy  hnd  met  since  the  period 
of  tlie  Tulkington  election — fur  she  bad  win- 
tered «t  Brighton  and  Paris,  and  wa»  but 
rectiilly  arrived  in  London  for  the  season,— 
hIic  was  disposed  to  feel  u  little  ofTendcd  it 
his  apparent  indifference  to  her  society.  It 
was  mortifying  to  auppone  that  he  was  insonsiblp 
to  the  flattering  preference  with  which  she  had 
dtatinguislied  him,  even  at  tlie  rl>k  of  offending 
many  others,  by  eclecting  him  as  her  partner, 
after  refusing  half  the  men  in  the  room.     But 
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that  it  may  prove  so,     I  know  you  are 

9t  aanguine,  but  jou  must  not  Ui-spvntl,  or  be 

iinjiuiiont  of  the  r«gutiir  course  of  events. 

Tou  have  already  achieved  a  degree  of  rutm; 

pbich  ought,  I  think,  to  satisfy  your  amhttion 

at  the  present.     But  ihm  is  not  ail.     If  ire 

believe  re)>ort,  you  ore  on  the  high  road 

tferlunc,  and  what  your  sex,  I  believe,  value 

till  more  highly, — power." 

"  It  seems  tu  me  that  I  am  farther  than  ever 

Irom  happineui"  rejoined  Catverley,  gloomily. 

But  do  not  mistake  mc.     It  is  no  morbid  or 

grasping  spirit  of  ambition, — no  unreasonable 

■Hmpaticncc  at  the  tardy  progress  of  my  od* 

H|rtQcement  in  public  life,  tlial  causes  the  de- 

'^ircsilon  of  spirits  to  which  I  plead  guilty.     1 

^—■bould,  indeed,  very  much  overrate  my  own 

^baitn*,  were  1  not  to  acknowledge  that  my 

^pkort  career  in  parliament  has  been  far  more 

prosperous  than  I  had  any  right  to  expect.     1 

an  aware  that  I  have  uothing  to  compUui  of 

on  UiD  score  of  f^me ;  and  an  to  fortune,  I  do 
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,ve  Ird  to  your  di'terniination,  I  can  only  ray 
[I 
ihm,  n»  A  fr>cn<l,  I  rrgrct  yciur  ili^appointment; 

ulttiutigli,  aa  a  woman,  i  atn,  1  fe^r,  t>ut  ill  qua- 
lified to  eiitvr  into  tlio  tcclinga  wbicli  actuate 
yonr  sex  in  these  inntterj,  and  seeni  often  to 
rei>Hcr  the  excitement  of  political  vartare  ne- 
cessary to  your  existence.  I  eonfess,  I  should 
coTwider  the  conrtsnt  tohoiir,  the  mental  and 
Imdily  Oiiigur,  the  c-onlimml  nnxiety,  and  in- 
rvitAhle  roortiftcatioits  attendant  on  even  the 
inoHt  Buccesdful  career  of  a  public  man,  but  ill 
repaid  by  (lie  fleeting  popularity  which  an  un- 
guarded word,  a  conacientioii*  vole,  may  at  any 
thne  endanger, — or  «Tcn  by  U)e  poaaesiiion  of 
power,  which  at  any  moment  may  be  wreated 
from  your  grasp.  If  the  pursuits  of  private 
life  afTord  less  scope  for  distinction— 'lesi  foot) 
for  vanity — m  revanclie  they  aiipply  more  solid 

^Baterinlt  for  happine««." 

V  "  That  may  be  true,"  said  Culvcrtey,  "  of 
those  who  are  influenced  by  the  ordinary  mo- 
U«M  that  regulate  the  choice  of  a  career  i — 
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Biglit  afford  aonic  compen»ation  for  llie  Bscri- 
ceB  wbicli  1  vninly  lioped,  I  might  one-  <lay  he  in 
iriluBtion  to  flolicil, — sacrifices,  which  it  would 
DW  be  m«<lnc«ti,  or  rather  bascn«8s,  to  require. 
fhu  is  the  hope  that  has  Etimulnted  my  exer- 
IM, — iliia  the  rny  of  light  that  has  cheered 
on.     And  you,  who  alone  are  acquainted 
ith  the  secret  motive  of  my  ambition,  can 
done  npprcciittc  the  bitternesa  of  my  disap- 
Roin  Invent." 
Lady  Belvedere  answered  not;  but  ai  Cnl* 
^verley  watched  her  varying  colour  and  agitated 
^Book — he  read  in  those  mute  evidences  of  the 
^htate  of  her  feelings — the  assurance  of  her 
sympathy,  and  the  encouragement  of  his  oirn 
hopes.     Carohiiv  vran,  iiidcetl,  ill  prepared  to 
dtscuM  a  subject  of  such  painful  and  embar- 
rassing interest.     After  all  that  bad  passed, 
^_4he  could  not  afTect  to  misunderstand  Calvcr- 
Riley's  observations,  or  rcpol  by  coldness  the 
^Pexpression  of  an  attachment  which  Iter  own 
conduct  towards  him  had  Utterly  appcurcd  m 
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But  (lie  motive  whicti  Inid  diotated  and  hal' 
}we<l  the  aacrificc,  existed  no  longer.  Hex 
enefactresB  was  no  more.  IVatli  had  also 
tlieved  lier  from  an  iiiauHpiciouaengAgcmont; 
llcnoeforwurd,eole  mietresa  oriier  deitiny,  and 

bcr  isolated  position,  uiibiaseed  by  any  con- 
lideratioti  distinct  from  Iter  own  tntoresls  and 
rishes, — if  she  waa  not  absolutely  insenMkli; 

the  prestige  of  that  poto])  and  affluence  by 
wbicli  she  was  surrounded, — yet  bow  gludly 
K'onld  slie  bave  resigned  tliein  in  exchange  for 
humble  com|>etcncy, — to  secure  in  a  more  suit- 
able alliance  tlijit  unity  of  feeling,  that  mutual 
dependence  of  oflection  which,  nXter  all,  must 
be  ever  the  chief  basis  of  happiness  in  marrietl 
life! 

To  feel  all  this,  hoirerer,  and  to  express  it, 
were  nut  exactly  one  and  the  same  ibing. 
Prepared  as  she  certainly  was,  to  bestow  on 
}ur  hero  that  proof  of  devoted  a(tachn»ent 
which  the  sacrifice  of  ber  joinlure  in  a  second 
narriage  would    establish    beyond  a  doubt. 


8,  to  reltnqui>h  our  hero's  arm,  without 
iving  liim  any  audible  assurance  of  ber  sin- 
sre  ayin|ialliy,  in  reply  to  tlic  concluding 
wliich  ho  hnd  made  to  her  feelin);!<, 
rry  felt  (hut  there  waa  nothing  dishcarien- 
Ig  in  her  silence;  and  aa  he  seated  hinrnir 
I  an  ottoinan  as  far  iipitrt  from  tlie  rest  of  tb« 
[>mj>any  as  possible,  with  a  view  of  indulging 
vein  of  ini-lancliol)'  musing,  vhich  existing 
circumstances  were  hut  too  well  calculated  to 
produce,  bis  despondency  was  not  altogether 
ichecred  by  aonic  reflections  of  a  consoU- 
Dry  cliuriicier. 

But  "aweet,"  or  "  bitter,"  aa  might  be  tlie 

mcies  of  which  he  "  chewed  the  cud,"  be  was 

lot  left  long  to  their  solitary  eujoymeiit ;  for 

Pilzroy  Luinley,  who  bad  been  no  inattentive 

observer  of  his  depression  during  dinner,  and 

Jnce  bis  appearance  at  the  ball,  approached 

tb  bis  usual  air  of  Ustless  imperturbability, 

ltd  sealed  hiuiself  beside  our  hero. 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  Harry,"  said  he 
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le  WHS  regularly  establisbe<l  as  cliicf  aide-de- 
on  duty,  or  rather,  perhaps,  wc  should 
second  in  command,  she  deemed  herself 
pectally  required  to  muko  vigorous  etfort*  in 
'  tlic  recruiting  Unc;  iinil  thus  Uic  principle  of 
'     tluiy  was  called  in  lo  enforce  that  nctivily  bolh 

Ihf  feet  and  tongue,  which  certainly  requireil  no 
lucb  additiuiul  stimulus. 
\  At,  leaning  on  Lord  Enniscorlliy,  vthim 
ilie  lud  inveigled  into  a  waltz,  the  fair  Julh 
wns  suutitering  through  the  passage- room 
where  our  two  friends  were,  she  stopped  with 

the  laudable  intention  of  rebuking  the  inactive 
jid  quadrille-hating  Lumley. 
"Ohl    th«re  you    are,  Captnin    Lumley  1 
Ai'hnt  have  you  to  say  for  yourself,  for  being 
o  shockingly  Insy  to-night  *    You  are  a  sad 
]>erBon-~indced  you  arc." 
^    "  Grace  f    Grace  f   Lady  Fair,"  answered 
^T'itz,  resuming  at  once  his  tone  of  pertiflage ; 
"  have   compnswon   on   my   increasing   years. 
raoendllei  wid  entitled  lo  be  indolent. 


teoenble  pretenaiona  that  yoa  are  w 
>lently   unvrilting    to    admit.      Nothing 
be  more  edifying  than  our  ronviTMtton. 
.  my  tide,  indeed,  it  wai  abaolutt-ly  paternal ; 
really  the  mass  of  good  ad<rice,  which  I 
itrivvd  to  concentrate  in  the  few  aentences 
bave  had  the  courage  to  addrvn  to  her  this 
evening,  in  spite  of  the  divtreRHing  commenti 
a  acandal-loving  worht — would,  if  properly 
eaten  out  and  antptificd,  supply  a  very  pretty 
^ttle  cours  de  morale,  d  Viuage  det  Jemmet 
rites." 

"  I  suspect  you  mean  A  Ptuage  dea  gar^oiitt 

aiM-  dfpcHs  det  marit,"  said  Lord  Eunta- 

rthy.    "  We  all  know  you  of  old,  Maater 

dUniley,  a*  llie  very  Mephistopheles  of  a  ball- 


"  ExcuHc  tne,  my  dear  lord !  Mcphi^tophotes, 
I  recollect  right,  flirted  with  elderly  ladiea; 

nd  that  /  never  do.    Mias  Caryl,  even,  will  bear 

ritnesa  to  that." 
"  I  will  bear  witness  to  twthing,  except  to 
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dearest   Mrs.  OHjy,'  Htid   I,   '  twenty   or 

birly  yearit  will  make  a  woniJerful  (lifivrt'iice. 

I      He'll  not  be  the  oaine  man  i^-or  if  h«  U,  jrou 

^nill  havo  become  to  completely  accustomed 

^■b)  Ilia  tnaniire  d'flre,  and  will  care  so  little 

about  hiiD,   that  it  will  amount  to  the   same 

"  Lord  Enniscorthy  \  Did  you  e»er !  ^— 
Tou  horritl  cr««ture ! — I  declare  I  quite  liate 
»o«;— Well,  goon." 

"  Tlie  reit  of  my  exhortutiun  waa  in  a  uaA' 
apirit,  and  directed  to  the  same  point;  and 
I  wound  up  by  observing, — tliat  as  she  had 
been  imprudent  enough  to  put  into  tbe  matri- 
tnotmil  lottery,  where,  unfortunately,  except  in 
Oreece  and  Poland,  tticrc  ia  no  iiucli  thing  as 
B  tixUmlh,  to  lei  one  down  easily, — but  you 
arc  obliged  to  l^ke  a  whole  ticket — (by  the  byt  I 
was  very  near  cjuoiing  the  American  phrase  of 
'  going  Ike  tcfmfa  ^^> — hut  1  was  afraid  she 
might  think  it  fieraoHoi  to  Orby !)— '  under  the 
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.  Orby ;— but  suppose  you   tell  us  what 

in.  Orby  aaid  to  you?" 

"  Tliat  is  a  species  of  question,  noble  earl, 

ist,  in  ordinary  casesi  might  prove  an  cmbar- 

'aasing    as    it    u    uoquesliooably    indiscreet. 

'  Hieit  tn  no  terren,  Camiu,  in  tfay  int*rt— 
For  I  BID  knnnl  loo  itrong  in  boneitr, '  Sn. 

FTftunately  for  myself,  and  ttinnwre  fortunately 

^^pr  the  injured  and  calumniated  Mrs.  Orby,  ber 

^Kommunicnlions  were  chiefly  rcetrictod  to  n  sub- 

PQect  which,  1  luive  no  doubt.  Miss  Caryl  will 

Agree  with  me  in  coniiidering  as  one  of  the  very 

higbeat  interctt  to  tlie  world  at  large,  and  the 

lir  sex   in   |iarticular.     Mrs.  Orby  has  beco 

leUiling  to  me  the  proceedings  uf  her  ilh»- 

lious  and  nil-subduing  brother,  Lord  Uelve- 

lero,  aince  hti  last  departure  from  England." 

"  Indeed  I "  uiid  the  fair  Julia,  with  a  slighl 

of  the  head,  and  a  tinge  of  cmbarn«»e«l 
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it  appears,  to  enlist  him  as  their  cliief  in  an 
effort  lo  regain  their  independence, — and  en- 
deavoured to  bribe  hiin  by  the  promiic  of  the 
Archbishopric   of  Gnesne,  and    the    Grand 
^■Generalship  of  Lithuania.     But  his  jwrsunal 
^ftr«gard  for  the   Emperor  Nicholas,  and  some 
^MOitMientious  scruples  about  tlic  restoration  of 
the  tibcrum  veto,  induced  hini  to  decline;  ao 
that  the  only  trophy  he  carries  away  from  tJiat 
interesting    country,   is   b    hair   watch-guard, 
^kii  mmiire  de  ehaine, — compoaed    of  thirty 
^Uinks,  each  link  being  formed  of  the  hair  of  a 
se)>amtc  Polish  princess  I     Mr&.  Orby  begged 
that  J  would  excuse  the  enumeration  of  tli« 
naiDes,  lest  she  should  be  supposed  to  hare 
^^  taken  an  exorbitant  pinch  of  Miuulipatam,— 
"  and  olnnn  the  company  by  the  reiterated  ster- 
nutations which  characterize  tlte  national  no- 
menclature." 

aptatu  Lumley! — How 


sure! 


■a  you 


Nay,"  said  Lumley ;  "  you  may  go  and 
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ats,  at  Conatantinople  ;  and  strange  to  s&y, 
laa  not  yot  got  admittance  either  iolo  the 
lareui  or  the  Seren  Tovren !  He  is  delighted 
rilh  tlie  climuie ;  but  declare*  thnt,  at  night, 
which  is  hi*  chief  time  for  walking  or  riding — 
le  glare  of  the  moonlight  is  ao  intense,  that 
He  cannot  venture  out  without  a  paratime,  to 

hii  eyes  nnd  complexion.'' 
'  Tkc  sound  of  the  wuliz  now  reached  the  ear 
>fMiu  Caryl,  and  wilh  renewed  GXclamations 
»f— "  Did  you  ever  1"—"  You  horrid  iwrsoni" 
e.  &c.  She  walked  the  passive  Enniscortlijr 
oil' to  the  hall-room. 

I  Lumley  looked  round  for  Harry,  who  had 
left  the  ottoman  at  the  cuminencement  of  a 
conrenation  in  which  he  felt  no  interest,  and 
the  tone  of  which  ill  accorded  witli  the  state 
of  bis  spirit).  I)ut  he  was  not  to  be  seen ; 
^  and  after  walking  through  the  rooms  in  search 
>f  him,  Lumley  came  to  the  conclusion  that  lie 
Itad  gotK  home. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Wk  nceil  scarcely  say  that  I^umley  was  not 
habitually  a  very  early  riser,  nitliougli  as  k 
•uba1t«ni  in  His  Majesty'n  Foot  Guards,  he 
was  occasionally  obliged  to  turn  out  at  an  un- 
acasonablv  hour,  for  the  enjoyment  of  ilmt 
agreeable  piutimc,  denominated  "  Mtmilng 
Practice ;"  and  as  he  gave  every  bo<ly  credit 
for  ■  liniilnr  tliainclinatioii  to  that  odiotii  cere- 
mony or  getting  U|),  the  diumally-recurring 
necessity  of  whtcli  is  certainly  not  the  least 
dtstretslng  among  llic  minor  misvriefl  of  humui 
life,  he  seldom  invaded  tlie  domicile  of  any 


iiARnr  CALrKKMiy. 


l\3 


ioticcd  and  unfolded  on  llic  (alilc,  altliougli 
tciiiling  nrgnn  of  p<>)iulnr  opinion  on- 
lined  a  Icngtliened  report  of  hia  last  night'a 
spe«c1i,  inleraper««d  wilh  numerous  rvpctitiona 
of  tliat  useful  little  parliamentary  intrrjcclian, 
tbe  meaning  of  which  ia  so  expressively  marked 

^bnd  divcraifird  hy  the  inflexions  of  the  voice. 

^^    Lumley  drew  a  chair,  and  sate  down  oppo- 

^^ite  to  him. 

"  Harry,"  aaid  ho,  "  there  ia  eomolhing  the 
matter  with  yo»;  niid  there  i«t»oufic  in  denying 

^Bt.  You  wouldn't  tell  me  what  it  waa  lust  night ; 

^bo  licre  I  am  this  morning ; — and  I  now  givit 

^pou  fair  notice,  that  from  this  vpot  I  don't 
stir,  until  you  hare  i(Hti«ned  my  curiosity  on 

Khat  poinL" 
"  My  dear  Fit«roy,  I  aaaurc  you," — Harry 
►egnn. 
k"  Come,  now,  no  protestations — no  diadaim- 
8,  if  you  please;"  tntemipted  Lumley;  "for 
ey  won't  answer  your  purpose,  ray  dear  fel- 
low.   But  Ml  you  will  not  bo  comnitmicativc, 
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ietioue.]y,my  dear  Harry,  if  neither  of  these 
causes  occasioiia  your  dcpreisiuii,  I  have  but 
one  alternative  left  in  my  conjectures;  and 
that,  I  think,  aSbnIs  tne  the  only  posiible  ex- 
planation or  your  obstinate  refusal  lo  admit  me 
into  your  confidence.  1  will  now  just  ask  you, 
do  you  look  iipon  mc  as  a  friend  J" 

"  How  can  you  put  luch  a  <]uestion  to  mr, 
Lumley!"  said  Harry,  seizing  his  hand,  and 
grasping  it  with  wannth. 

"  Why,  I  should  have  thought  it,  indeed, 
unnecccBury,  after  an  intimacy  of  nearly  twenty 
y«ars'  standing.  But  what  am  I  to  think,  if 
you  hedtate  for  a  moment  to  put  my  regard  to 
the  teat?  Now  listen  to  me,  and  pray  don't 
interrupt  me  till  I  have  said  my  «ay.  You  are 
Hufiering  from  some  pecuniary  embarrassntent, 
Harryi — I  am  sure  you  are  —  from  no  fault  of 
your  own,  I  can  well  helteve, — ni  I  know  your 
prudi-nce  and  yonr  strictncai  of  principle  .*— 
but  I  aUo  know  that  you  have  heavy  and  dis- 
treaaing  claims  upon  your  too  restricted  in- 
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it  lliat  from  a  fmling  of  mitplaced  priilo,  you 
hcsitnt<:  to  claim  (lie  assiiitiiiice  of  iny 
■te  to  llic  utmo.->t,  when  you  koow  my  lientt 
your  own.  1  am  u  proud  as  yourself, 
larry, — but  I  trust  1  shall  never  b«  proud  in 
e  wrong  pUc«.  Were  our  n.-tativo  uttuations 
be  reverwctl,  I  pruie^t  mo«t  Kolcmnly  thai  I 
would  this  moment  act  as  1  am  urging  you  (o 
0,  without  the  slightest  feeling  of  buinilia- 
ion,  and  with  a  ftill  consciousness  of  your 
reganl  which  I  should  hike  a  pride  in  shew- 
ing:— and  now,  for  God's  sake,  my  dear  fel- 
low, away  with  lliis  confounded  reserve,  and 
give  tne  some  proof  of  the  friend:ihip  you  have 
always  profcsoed  fur  me.  1  have  five  thousiind 
pounds  ut  my  banker's  lying  idle, — any  portion, 
T  the  whole  of  which,  is  at  your  acrvice  at  a 
lOnient's  notice.  If  it  were  twice  the  sum, 
you  know  jou  would  be  welcome  (o  it.  So 
clear  up  ihnl  woc-hcgone  couiitcnniicc  of  yours, 
•nd  pitch  the  Jews  lo  Old  Ntck!" 

This  speech,  so  much  to  the  point,  and  de- 
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my  life  nntl  inj'  honour  were  at  stftke; — and  in 
sayiDg  this,  I  must  add  that  you  are  (he  only 
man  liTing  to  whom  I  would  apply  in  aucb  an 
cinergettcy.  But,  thank  God!  I  am  out  of 
debt,  and  ao  fur  out  of  dapger.  My  dc|irt;3- 
aion  lias  no  ImmL-dialc  rcfcrvitco  to  pion«y;— 
for  |K>ur  ns  I  certainly  am,  I  have  hillierto 
contrived  to  accoroniodate  my  ex{)em)iturc  to 
my  means.  If  1  have  postponed  a  conSdence.to 
which,  on  every  sccount,  you  ar«  so  juMly  en* 
titled, — it  is  not  that  I  mistniEtcd  your  discre- 
tion, or  eitterlaiited  aity  doubt  of  the  int«re«t 
you  feel  in  whatever  concerni  me.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  WA>  because  I  feared  lent  your  friond- 
ahip  might  warp  the  corrcclncsi  of  your  judg* 
mcnt  in  n  iniitlor  that  Bcriou*ly  alfucta  wy 
future  destiny  ;  and  I  waa  unwilling  to  expose 
myself  to  the  danger  of  being  diisuaded  from 
what  1  feel  to  be  my  duty.  Such  ta  it  ia,* 
however,  I  can  no  longer  refuse  to  conimuui- 
cate  this  important  sccrtt.  AlW  all,  you  will 
think,  iwrliaps,  that  I  have  been  fretting  my* 
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<  the  Mtimate  I  have  forinecl  of  mj  duty ;  and 
Dur  candour  wilt,  I  am  sure,  itukf.  allowance 
sr  the  mottrc,  although  your  judgment  nay 
Dndcnin  the  proceeding. 

You  will  recollect  that  ifhcn,  by  your 
rcrftil  interext,  I  wat  retiir»ed  to  parliatncnt, 
liittmctly  staled  to  you  that  I  did  not  con* 
ler  myself  pledged  to  the  unconditional  sujk 
irt  of  the  pftrty  who  possessed  your  cond- 
uce ;  and  tlint  I  should  only  act  with  that 
itty  go  long  as  (lieir  m«a»urei  were  such  as  I 
Buld  conscientiously  approve.  To  this  de- 
larntion  on  my  pnrt,  you  made  no  objection; 
^nceiving,  perhaps,  thnt  from  the  general 
accordance  of  my  political  feelings  with  the 
[irinciptcs  of  the  ministerial  parly,  (heir  deci- 
sion on  all  matters  of  importance  might  carry 
rith  it  suflicicnt  weight  to  countcrbulance  half- 
ned  doubt*,  and  induce  me  to  yield  where 
ly  private  opinion  was  not  the  result  of  a 
nature  and  settled  conviction.  In  many  !»- 
_aUiRces,  tlie  fact  haa  been  ao] — and  without, 
VOL.  m.  o 


t 

set! 
few. 
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loucctncnl  in  tlie  career  of  an  honourable  am- 

}iuon. — But,  uliisl  iviihin  tiuil  {wriod,  my  flat- 

Uriiig  lirenins  have  been  dbpelleil.    'i'ha  policy 

uf  guTcrnment  with  respect  Co  the question, 

a»  recently  miiiouiicetl  by  tniiiiitcrs,  id  in  direct 

^fcppoaition  to  my  foelingA  und  princt|>lL-i!.     On 

^ftbia  point,  tboy  cannot  have  my  conacientiouH 

•upporl, — and  on  thtii  point,  cooaequently,  as 

Mt  bonnt  mnii,  I  am  bound  to  oppose  tlieoi. 

"  It  is  (rue,  aa  I  have  stated  above,  that,  in 
nttering  the  Ifou&e  under  your  auRpicca,  1 
reserved  to  myself  the  rights  of  aii  independ- 
ent member;  and,  had  my  obligations  to 
you  btra  limited  to  the  arran<jcincnt  of  an 
elvclioneering  tmnttaction,  conductcit,  on  both 
■ides,  in  the  spirit  of  our  separate  ranity  and 
ambition  (wlilch,  I  confcsi,  i*  the  a-ijtcct  under 
^■irhich  it  presented  itaelf  to  me  at  first)  I  might 
^^erhaps,  appeal  to  the  letter  of  my  engage- 
ment,andnMerttli«  independence soKliptilnlcd. 
your  conduct  towards  me,  from  the  day 
f  arrival  al  Calverley  Ilall, — the  froakocM 

o  ft 


-"-"*-^-?'>ur  feeling 

"per.«  o:-  my  own 

»J  exao:  the  pledge 

the  riice.  you  perhaj 

n^y  OL'rwienoe  telb 

-iritl  that  being  the  ca 

t-""  pursue. 

"  ^^  object  of  this 
un-'Ie,  is  therefore  m 
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it  the  party  witli  whoM  politicul  views 
your  own  arc  nun-  cumplctvly  idcntiGcd, — it  ia 
tny  intvnlion  tu  uccept  the  Chilccm  Hundreds, 
«n<l  hy  my  retirement  from  i>arltantent,  plitce 
ihv  reprvsentntion  of  Ttilkiiigton  once  more  at 
^Bour  tli^poial,  to  be  filled  by  sooie  one  who 
^Kay  not  endanger  your  rcUtions  with  the 
tninbtry,  by  what  might  he  considered  sn  utH 
warruitable  act  ofinsubt^rdinstion. 

"  I  cannot  entertain  a  (luubt,  that,  under  tlie 
circunstanci'S,  you  will  approve  of  this  dvci- 
BJOii.  1  »ball  of  cours«,  however,  not  take  any 
step  in  the  matter,  until  1  have  heard  from 
you;  and,  in  the  meantime,  with  bvst  regards 
to  Lady  Calvcrley,  whose  health,  I  trust,  is 
still  farther  improving, 

*'  1  remain,  my  dear  Uncle, 
"  Your  mueh  obliged, 

"  And  affectionate  nephew, 
"  Harry  Cai.v£rley." 
For  the  Lord  Calrerlcy," 
&C.  &c.  &c. 
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Not  at  all,  my  dear  fcUow — I  judge  of  the 
ndividuiil  according  to  the  chfti-acterislica  of 
ba  species ; — a  mode  of  rciisunlng  which,  you 
rill  allow,  i*  logically  correct.     But  I  meant 
notliiog   penoniil,  snd  merely  gave  you  the 
^Btillovophy  of  pohtics.     At   to  yourself,  you 
^■ure  a  splendid  exce|>tion;    and   tike  most  of 
^Bhoac   who  hesitate  to  '  hurlcr  atn-  lea  lottpa' 
Hyou  are  futcd  to  become  n  martyr.     To  say 
tlut,  in  your  poaitton,  1  ebould  do  the  same, 
but  ill  cxprcuen  my  CKliinaie  of  the  extent  of 
^bour  virtue.     Iiidcpcndeiit  in  circunutances, — 
H^tbfied  with  my  proapect«,  indolent  and  de- 
void of  political  ambition,  an  I  acknowledge 
myself  to  br,  I  could  bare  no  moiJTc  for  acting 
otliertriac.    Uut  you — you  luivc  indeed  made 
»  Boorifice  wiiicli  1  am  Karccly  worthy  to  ap- 
^prceiate." 

^^  *'  Abl"  Mid  Harry,  •■  if  the  interest  of  my 
ambition  alone  were  at  stake,  tlie  sacrifice 
would  not  be  worth  tidking  about. 

There,  I  do  not  agree  with  you,  my  good 


so.  Love  may  be,  pe 
tlian  ambition,  accoi-di 
c&se ;  and  you  are,  tl 
pardonable  self-compli 
the  largest  share  in  you 
omnipotent  as  the  blir 
the  fiend  of  ambition, 
not  deify  the  feeling, — i 
him.  I  question  whett 
at  least  in  our  sex, — a  a 
case  of  death  from  unn 
dreds, — ay,  thousands 
pointed  ambition." 

"  Well,"  said    Han 
state  may  be,  I  do  not 
if  I  can  help  it." 
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ects,  you  have  only  to  wutcli  your  opportunity : 

■^Tocaiiciei  are  constantly  occurring;  and  if 

■«ou  find  ait  open  place,  by  which,  I  suppose, 

^be  must  understand  a  place  that  is  open  to  the 

'     highcit  hidilcr, — nftcr  what  I  have  just  said, 

^■you  know  whvrv  to  find  the  money,  and  may 

^Komc  into  the  House  as  ijidepcndent  of  p«rty, 

^■a  you  will  be  of  your  constituent)!.    Couir, 

^RU>w  I  don't  shake  your  head — you  know  1  mean 

I     what  I  say ; — and  so  much  for  your  ambition  I 

^B&J  to  your  aflair  of  the  heart,  if  that  ia  really 

paramount,  I  think  your  case  is  by  no  nieanti 

desperate." 

I"  Indeed ! — I  wish  to  Heaven  you  could 
rove  your  wordM !" 
"  Perhaps  I  can. — And  to  begin  ; — you  will 
cknowledge  that  there  is  not  much  difficulty 
to  be  apprehended,  on  the  score  of  the  lady's 
inclinations." 

"  Why,  I  luirdly  know— I  goniciimca  Sailer 


"  You  wmctimes  flatter  yourself  I— .My  dear 

a  0 


in  this  instance,  y, 
dirine  her  senUinent. 
°f»"iyoar  fflodertjr- 

'*^.IdonolbeUeve' 
**'«'e  hig  chancei  of 

conceraed—You  ar* 

««>«  fonnid«ble  ol«a, 
fflent  of  your  »«!,«.'• 

"  ^'^'"itting  that  she 
towards  zne,-  said  H^^, 

^ofeing  circumstances  in 

ho»  ami  the  better  ibrt 

"  '  "«'  teJI  you  prese, 

'«  deny  ,hat  the  oomhinat 
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trated. — I  could  wish  that  llio  doctrine  of 

purgstory    were   considered    orthodox,    for   1 

«hould  certAinly  find  in  my  heart  to  give  the 

old   reprobate  an   c;rlra  grtU  of  a   hundred 

years  or  ao. — However,  paaui  pour  ceM,     Do 

^^pou  reuily  beiicvu  that  Lady  Belvedere,  with 

^KU  her    ndvaaliigca   of   youth,    beauty,    and 

j^pccompliiihntent^,  has  made  up  her  riIihI  to 

■bjnre    the    delights  of  raatrioMny  for    the 

^Hcmaiuder  of  her  natural  life?" 

^K  "  1  should  b«  still  ntore  wretched  llian  I 

atn,  if  I  could  think  ao,"  aaid  ilarry. 

i"  Of  courM-^ond  am  you  doubt  that  she 
uld  willingly  sacrifice  two-lhirds  of  her 
Mine  to  secure  a  good  husband  I" 
^"  But,  my  dear  fellow,  she  must  sacrifice  it 
tt,  if  iihe  inarriei  again." 
"  D'accorxi.  But  it  docs  not  follow  that  the 
afurauid  good  husband,  who,  you  will  ob- 
■erro,  is  only  a  speculative  entity,  not  tiH 
tended  by  any  means  as  «  pro)Aclic  impcr- 
I  Bonation  of  your  connubliil  clainu  and  merits, 


you  could  not  have  fur 
viacing  proof  that  yoni 
good  hoabind  had  no  re 
cular  pretgnaoDa.** 

'*  There  again,  70a  an 
lent  friend,  and  moat  dei 
I  aak  yoa  seriously,  do 
rather  than  remain  ringle, 
thousand  a-year.  Lady  Bel 
on  fifteen  hondredf — If  al 
a  case  where  her  a^etioi 
is  not  the  woman  I  take  hi 

"  But  granting  all  Uu 
"  where,  in  HeaTen's  nan 
fifteen  hundred  aryeut" 


BARRT    CAtTERLET. 


133 


lircctljr  connected  with  ihc  ministry,  and  shar- 
ng,  inore  or  lc«,  in  th«  responaibility  of  its 
BtA) — why  not  make  a  puab  for  wmctliing 
mug  and  pennanent, — that  would  ensure  you 
a  comfortable  income,  and  not  oblige  you  to 
interfere  in  politics  at  all?  Surety,  with  your 
uncle's  interest,  so  much  might  be  achiered 
for  H  man  in  your  pocition,  and  with  your  ex- 

fctations,*' 
"  There  is  no  certainly  of  that  j — and,  at  all 
mis>  1  hate  asking  faTours." 
"  Then  you  bad  bett«r  give  up  the  chase  at 
wHce,"  said  Lumlcy ;  "  for  this  is  not  a  world 
where  there  la  much  to  be  had  without  asking 
for  it.  Lord  CaUertey,  with  his  two  rotes  in 
the  ilonse  of  Lords,  and  as  many  in  the  Com- 
mons, reckoning  your  successor  for  Tnlkington, 
must  play  his  cards  very  ill,  if  he  cannot  get 
you  made  a  coniinissioner  of  something  or 
other,  with  a  salary  of  a  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred  a  year  for  doing  little  or  nothing. 
Why,  if  I  were  in  his  pUce,  t  would  undertake 


causes  of  the  increase  ir 
ing, — and  for  the  bette 
Game  Lawa, — and  you 
duinnan." 

"Ah"  said   Calverie; 
"  those  daya  are  gone  by 

"  I  am  sorry  to  find  yo 
ing  politician,  Harry," 
for  my  part,  quam-torjf  « 
confidence  in  the  stalnlity 
Jobs  have  been,  and,  pie. 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter 
would  a  patriot  have  to  e 
the  caret  of  <^Bcet" 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


tiAViNO  dUiMtched  his  letter  to  I^ord  Culver- 
Icy,  Harry  awaited  with  patience  iind  reitgiw- 
Son  llie  answer  which  was  to  seal  his  parlia- 
mentiiry  doom.  He  was  not  altogether  in- 
sensible to  the  motives  of  consolation  which 
Xuinlcy  hnd  urged ; — and  allliouKh  he  wns  for 
Vom  cntortaining  such  sanguhic  notions  m  to 
the  feasibility  of  his  extra-wnatortnl  advance- 
ment,— he  endeavoured  (o  eke  oat  his  scanty 
stock  of  |)hilosophy,  by  familiarizing  himself 
OS  nmeh  it  po««ibl«,  with  the  view  of  the  qnes- 
tion  taken  by  his  friend.     But  alas !  the  train 


Mc^s^s,  which,  on  so 
owdagood  deal  of  i 


TWwnhep(»d< 
kit  iKlgeMTt  &<m  | 

VBld^  DOVCW   it    Ml 

pRHcd  by  constdonti 
,vill  not  bOfa 
ivWnthe  euue 
it  far  a  tBc  subsona 
votko  to  I^dj  Bd«e 
Brcda^umnt  fr<>Kt>g  < 
could  be  fixn  an  j  pn^ 
piiMss  with  vhidi  her 
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^■brtlcd  or  thrir  ultimate  union,  that  be  lamented 

the  iiect-E^ity  under  which  be  had  found  hitn- 

^feMlf  of  declining  ufiico  and  rscatbg  bis  seat. 

But  there  were  limes,  when  he  fell  thjit  to 

ooe  who  liad  to  early  dlslingniiihed  hiiiuelf  {n 

porUauienl, — one  whose  prospects  of  fame,  if 

Dot  of  fortune,  were  m>  bright  and  exhilarating, 

the  abandonment  of  this  promising  career  was, 

in  itself,  a  bitter  sacrifice. 

^B    We  fear  that  this  acknowledgment  of  our 

hero's  participation  in  the  frailiiet  of  human, 

or   perhaps   wc   should    rather  say,   of  mate 

nature,  will  not  raise  bis  character  in  the  eyes 

^uf  those  fair  readers  who  think  that  the  world 

Hwu  well  lost  for  love;— and  that  all  ambition, 

Vaave  that  of  military  glory,  for  which,  since 

the  days  of  diivalry  downwards,  he  lias  enjoyed 

•  apecial  dispensation,  is  misplaced  and  dero* 

gmlory  in  a  hero  of  romance  ]     But  ahu !  how 

truly,  as  well  as  bcsutiTuLly  bw  Byron  said:  — 

"  Alan'i  Ivn  it  of  tooa't  IU«  a  lliiii(  apait--- 
111  woniaa't  «b«1e  sxImmic*,"—— 


tiUifULiviiatCf    aa     man 

belonging  to  the  mo 
species,  not  exempt  1 
inaccessible  to  the  t 
the  vanity  of  the  sex;- 
it  may  be  sometimea 
the  comparatiTe  magi 
the  objects  which  call 
thelesB  the  same  feeli 
women, — differing  mi 
degree,  but  exercisii 
powerful  influence  oi 
theirs. 

And  yet,  if  this  fee) 
which  we  are  not  pi 
much  as,  under  one  t 
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into  existence,  and  the  dazisling  triumphs  of 

aenatorial  career   urre  to  stimulate  and 

istain  it.     To  met  a  eonspicuouH  part,  on  the 

it  theatre  of  htiman  events, — to  apiienr  in 

foremost  rank,  as  an  intellectual  gisdtator, 

thot  Rplendid  arena,  where  the  deHtiiiieii  of 

tilliona  are  often  dependent  on  tlie  issue  of 
le  contest,  and  the  wholo  of  the  civilized 
orld  spccutors  of  the  fmy, — this  is  an  object 
hich  aObnls,  in  ita  pursuit,  no  paltry  inoen- 
I     lire  to  exertion,  —  in  its  attainment,  no  ig- 
^Boble  source  of  pride !    Kor  is  it  to  be  won- 
^■ercd  at,  if  this  preUige  should  survive  almost 
fivrj  other  illasion;  —  if  even  thoae  whoK 
spirit  is  quelled  by  care  and  disappoint* 
Kent, — whos«   hearth  inay    have    been   made 
leaolate  by  domestic  calamity,  are  still  keenly 
Jive  to  the  attnctions  of  a  scene,  the  rxcite- 
_in«nt  of  which  ia  the  most  brilliant,  if  not  (lie 
It  eflectual  substitute  for  bappineM. 
Harry  waa  not  destined  to  be  kept  long  in 
suspense  as  to  the  effect  produced  on  Lord 


by  return  ol  post;  and  tl 
rienccd  how  much  of  liap 
hope  or  despair, — freque 
postman's  knock,  and  the 
sheet  of  paper,  need  not 
with  a  beating  heart  an 
that  he  tore  open  the  ei 
follows : 

"  Most  Private. 

"  CaiverlejfHa 

"  My  dear  HiRRY, 

"  It  would  be  uncandif 

the  contents  of  your  lett 

though  they  have  not,  as 

pate,  o£fended  me.     Indei 
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•eqi 

"cool 

wbc 


»wn  politiol  pro«pect3,  than  to  any  nniinj^ance 

rhich  I  iihje  personally  eiipcrienced,  in  con- 

•equence  of  the  ritbdravral  of  your  aupport 

gm  minUters  io  the  present  crisU.     In  the 

conflict  of  politics,  as  in  physical  warfare*  he 

vbo  would  rcmlor  his  pmwe^s  efTecliTC,  muat 

ikc  up  hit  mint!  to  enlist  under  a  banner,  and 

operate  with  others,  in  due  subordination  to 

Ibe  will  of  hia  chief.     Party,  in  spite  of  all  that 

^■aay  be  said  to  the  contrary  by  theoriala  and 

■vUonaries, — party  la  essential  to  the  manag»* 

^■gnent  of  public  affair*.    It  is  u  species  of  ma- 

etunery,  witliout  whoie  operation  no  jmlitical 

^od  can  ever  be  effected ; — and  erery  prao* 

deal  man. — which,  in  thc»e  aflliirs,  I  take  to  be 

a  convertible  term  with  a  man  of  sense,  mit»t, 

I  conceive,  see  the  propriety  of  sacrilicinj;  his 

own  prirate  opinions  or  prejudices,  in  matters 

of  detail,  to  ensure  the  triumph  of  those  general 

priiteifdea,  which  his  party  represent  and  sus- 

Hpiin.     This  view  of  the  (|ueslion  is  perfectly 

consistent  with  the  purest  patriotism,  and  aa 


-.»»,«,  uuu  usuaj 

of  personal  ambition, 

lect  that  he  who  woul 

starting,  be  conteDt  to 

"  I  have  Baid  thia 

rather  with  a  view  ol 

unprofitable  Quixotism 

than  with  any  idea  of 

lion  with  respect  to  th 

now  proceed  to  busines 

"  I  need  not  say  tha 

honourable  and   uprigl 

that  part  of  your  letter 

continuance  in  parliatnei 

pretatlon  of  a  compact 

which  you  were  certain! 
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T  BCftl.     On  tho  contrary,  it  ta  mjr  wish  and 
,jf  ivquost  that  you  return  it 

Mnny  con»itleratioD8  combine   to   render 
your  medituted  opposition  to  llio  gorcrninent 

on  the qucatioQ,  less  cmbarraasing  to  me 

tbwi  you  np|>c«r  toapprcliend;  and,  indeed,  but 
the  fuoiiiig  upon  nliich  you  put  it,  I  oliould 
ve  been  content  to  conBider  (hU  Mt  ofiiuu* 
t>ordination  on  your  pari,  as  on  aJiowable  excep- 
Han  to  a  gGneral  rule.  In  tbe  first  place,  I 
HO)  not  personiiliy  pledged  to  tlic  support  of 
tniniiters  in  so  unequirocal  aoianneras  you  may 
tuppoM.  The  distinction  conferred  upon  me, 
I  am,  1  conceive,  entitled  to  consider  as  a 
revard  for  past  services,  rather  than  a  retain- 
ing fee  for  the  future ; — and,  at  all  events,  any 
implied  pledge  will  be  sufficiently  redeemed  by 
Rty  own  invarijible  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  ifac  goneral  support  which  ministers  have 
received  in  the  Commons  from  all  those  orcr 
whom  I  nuiy  be  sup)i»iwd  to  possess  any  iitflu- 
euce.     Etilre  uom,  I  think  the  people  at  the 


"-"    ■•■•tiur,   ana    t 

careless  as  to  the  mo 
securing  it.  I  am,  tl 
pleased  that  they  shoul 
will  remind  them  that  m 
amount  to  fanaticisni. 

"  To  Bay  the  truth,  I 

impracticable  on  one  or 

my  application   might  a 

attended   to.      For    ins 

Sowerby,  who,  with  all  : 

clever  and  deserving  mat 

are,  unfortunately,  far  fi 

he  has  long  been  desirou. 

or  even  an  African  conau 

which  he  is  eminently  qs 
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to  the  Foreign  Secretary  in  his  favour.  I  was 
lu]>t  aonie  days  without  any  answer  to  my  let- 
tar;  and  when  the  answer  did  arrive,  it  was 
etmehed  in  the  driest  and  most  unsatisfactory 
temu  consistent  with  the  common  respect  due 
to  my  station ; — with  a  good  deal  of  conven- 
tioaal  nonsense  about  the  muldplicity  of  claims, 
and  the  limited  nature  of  the  patronage,  in 
consequence  of  reductions,  &c. ; — and  what,  I 
confeas,  irritated  me  more  than  the  refusal 
itself, — the  body  of  the  letter,  although  signed 
by  Lord  P ,  was  evidently  in  the  hand- 
writing of  a  clerk  or  secretary  I !  I 

"  At  the  Admiralty,  also,  I  have  been  equally 
unsuccessful  in  my  efforts  to  obtain  promotion 
for  Mr.  Calverley  Fitz-Hugh,  a  most  merito- 
rious young  officer,  who  has  been  constantly 
afloat  for  the  last  ten  years, — who  was  wounded 
at  Navarino,  and  in  whose  fate  I  take  a  vert/ 
Uveli/  interest,  for  a  reason  which  I  need  not 
explain,  but  which,  I  dare  say,  you  will  easily 
guess.     You  see,  my  dear  Harry,  I  am  dis- 

TOL.    III.  H 


I 


world,  and    no  parac 
Btrictly  sub  rosd. 

"  In  addition  to  all 

strong  reamn  for  wis] 

seat.    In  stating  it,  1 1 

an  ungiMTded  ifllmisn 

cided  advantage  ov«r  n 

to  tniat  you,   after  w 

You  know  that  I  attacl 

ance  to  the  representat 

continued  in  our  faniiij 

were  you  to  retire  tmm 

Bent,  I  confess  I  should  I 

plyyourplacebyacand 
I  ahould  ci»nder  the  i 
Your  brother  Spencer  i 
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'  U  tbe  cbuwe  of  another  contest ; — as  ia 

erent  of  a  racancy,  tlie  Tjrringhams  are 

'  likely  to  cotue  forward  aj^ain ;  and  though 

ae  resuh  would.  I  hare  little  doubt,  be  in  our 

kvour,  the  afluir  would  ciitAJl  much  expeDM, 

%nd  more  worry.    On  CTery  account,  therefore, 

H    u  advi»nblc   that  you   should   retain  your 

^B  "  The  scarcity  of  Cahcrleys,  howcTcr,  wbicb 
HMsy  be  almost  Kaid  to  threaten  the  extinctioD 
of  tbe  male  line,  in  our  house,  leads  mc  to  a 
ry  oaiural  reflection.  Why  don't  you  marryt 
Tou  anj  Mveo  or  eight  and  twenty,  good-look- 
ing in  i>eraon,  and  agreeable  in  manners, — stmn 
fu  jttUteri  and  occupying  a  position  in  so- 
which  entitles  you  to  a  distinguished 
s,  both  Ai  to  rank  and  fortune.  With 
respect  to  the  Utter,  you  will,  of  course,  plea»c 
yourself  {  as  1  am  still  ready  to  do  for  you  what 
I  proposed  some  months  since,  and  much  more, 
if  neoMsary.  But  you  will,  I  trust,  aj^ree  with 
me,  that  birtk  is  a  tiiu  t/ud  mm.     Turn  this 

H  2 


Her  health  is  Btill  ii 

whether  she  is  yet 

counter  the  journey  I 

ever,  at  alt  eventa,  g 

next  week,  aa  the  - 

mittee. 

"  With  respect  to 

your  oppoaition,  I  ne 

the  propriety  of  com 

a  manner  as  possible 

as  often  as  you  please 

but,  believe  me,  the  I 

JGct  the  better.     If, 

template  a  return  to  j 

affair  has    b!own    01 
_j 1 1 i  _-:j  :_ 
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'  So  far,  HO  good,"  eaid  Harry,  as  he  folded 
tlic  U-tler.  "  My  unck'  is  a  fine  follow,  after 
; — and  I  may  yet  be  Lender  of  (I>c  House 
CoBomODR.  But  I  wish  lie  had  beon  vilcnt 
on  tho  cliaptrr  of  inatrimony.  I  do  not  half 
like  bis  hint,  which  has  anything  but  a  catttal 
^^pp«*raoce.  '  You  will,  I  trust,  agree  with 
^^^o  that  fArth  is  a  sine  t/tid  non,'  Indeed  I 
^^h all  do  no  such  thing!  With  all  submission 
to  hta  lordship,  I  may  fairly  consider  myself  an 
having  nobility  enough  for  two.  Besides,  at 
all  event),  Caroline  is  one  of '  Nature's  ArUto- 
erney;' — and  aa  everybwly,  including  herself, 
1  bvlicvc,  is  in  tho  dark  respecting  her  real 
origin,  it  is  but  fair  to  give  her  tho  bcncBt  of 
the  doubt.  Would  to  Heaven  that  her  want 
of  fortune  were  an  objection  as  easily  disposed 
of !— Well,  we  must  have  patience.  As  yet,  I 
have  certainly  been  rnthcr  fortunate  in  my 
public  career; — and  with  such  a  slimuluB  to  ex- 
ertion as  the  prospect  of  obtaining  her  hund, 
what  may  not  be  achieved  I" 


too 
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After  liaving  nrittcn  n  suiubWM 
Calverley'a  tlUpatcli,  io  grateful  i 
acknowlcdjjinent  of  his  kindnesa,  1 
noxtely  wiui  to  comniuaicate  ufl 
dere  Uie  coinpiiratit-el}>  favouriiblD' 
aGTutr,  from  which  he  bad  jinttcipati 
aimorance  and  mortification.  Ab 
cited  bvr  curiosity  und  perhaps  be 
the  night  of  the  boll,  by  hia  vagu« 
of  diMpjioiiitmeiit  and  deapondca 
IdlBself  doubly  bound  to  reliere  ht 
subject  ui  nliicb  he  could  not  foi 
doubt  tiinl  abc  took  n  lively  interea 
He  therefore  r«pnired  to  HillS 
Mrliest  iKlmiisible  hour,  ttcconding 
which  reguUtea  moroini^  visiting, 
countesa  waa  ji(  bone,  but  not  aloai 
in  her  drawing- room,  lolling  perCl 
e«£v  in  a  Napolcon-cbair,  hia  feet  at 
on  the  fender,  with  a  inoct  piw 
unaccountable  air  of  domestication, 
Ve»ey. 
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h««rttly— nntt  not  by  any  meana  for  the 

•t  time  in  hts  life,  our  liero  wislinl  him — nu 

nuitter  where  1    liut  the  gallant  colonel  main- 

^01!  hit  ground,  and  nlllioiigh  I^xly  Belve- 
I  bluelicd  aligbtly,  as  she  extended  her 
d  10  Cxiverley,  Am  reception  of  our  hero 
waa  KM  unembttrra8»ed  as  it  waa  cordial. 

"  Wo  were  jtui  dijiciiiuin^  you,"  said  the 

^colonel,  "  when  jou  were  announced." 

H    •■  Indeed  1"    said   Cnlvcrley,   "'Parfez   du 

^niia&tr,*  &C. — Itriut  th«t  those  whose  character 

precedes  tlieir  orriral,  fare  rallier  better  than 

thom  who,  like  Sir  Peter  Teazle,  '  louvc  it 

btfalnd  lliere.' " 

"  You  lud  no  grmt  cauio  to  complain,  as 
But  as  the  colonel  ia  concerned,  i  can  assure 

ru,"  said  Caroline,  arec  intention. 
"And  you  are  too  well  accustomed  to  the 
extreme    seTeriiy   of  Lady    Belwedore'a  coro- 
nents  on  licr  frionda  in  gvnaral,  and  youmelf 
ta  particular,"   said  the  colonel,  archly,  "  to 


(y&cheux  as  he  undou 
coming  blush  which  tt 
OD  the  cheek  of  our  he 

"  Can  yoa  give  me  i 
uud  ahe,  u  if  anxioua 

"  With  much  pleasu 
ia  the  first  occuion 
hcmoured  roe,  by  clain 
parlUmentaty  privilege 
it  will  not  be  the  last.  ] 

Aa  Lady  Belvedere 
more  than  half  a  dozen 
it  was  no  great  wondei 
laid  hun  under  oHitrit: 
frsnka.  Calverley  waa 
this,  but  he  made  thi> 
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iunble    prerogative  of   the    aenatorbl   cha- 


ter. 


"  Well,"  saiJ  Vexey,  m  Harry  sat  down  to 
rritc  the  frank  i  "  1  iraa  delMttng  with  niysclf 
rhctlicr  I  could  venture  to  offer  you  my  con- 
itulalions,  on  an  appointment  which  has 
very  currently  reported.  But  I  see  that 
aliould,  at  leoat,  hare  been  premature." 
']  con  autiru  you,"  taid  Harry,  "that  1 
DO  present  prospect  of  office; — very  far 
from  it.  I  do  not  mean  even  to  accept  the 
Slewardship  of  the  Chiltem  Hundreds,"  con> 
tinued  he,  laughing  i  "  although  I  believe  that 
important  and  responsible  office  is  strictly 
within  my  reach." 

"  1  am  very  happy  to  hear  you  say  so,"  ob- 
Efvcd  Ludy  Belvedere. 
"  That  is  a  doubtl'u)  coiupliuient,"  Siaid  th« 
ibnel. 

f^'Nct  at  all — as  I  mean  it,"  said  Caroline. 
And  Captain  Calverley  well  knows  that  it  ia 


m5 


struction  most  favourabli 
every  equivocal  remark 
wbo  knows  Lady  Belved 
attach  any  other  than  thi 
cation  to  what  fiUls  from 

"  WeU,  weU,  I  don") 
chief,"  said  the  colonel 
may  mj  w  many  dvil  th 
you  think  proper." 

The  conversation  noi 
fereot  turn;  and  the  colt 
on  outstaying  Harry,  di 
the  day  with  a  degree  o 
our  hero  had  never  givei 
generally  seen  him  uni 
nainful  nnd  nBciili"'  'm' 
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t  mnombrnncc**  served  to  tingv  with  toelnn- 
Itoly  the  linbitual  tUite  of  liia  mini),  wm  eer- 
ilj  true.  But  there  wvrc  iiMmentt  wh«n 
nntural  joyouanc»  of  «n  IriHlimao'*  tpirit 
'iroulJ  get  the  better  of  n  depresaioti  which, 
bad  tiu)  circumstances  in  which  it  originated 
80  far  cleared  up,  a>  to  lenrc  no  ground 
jr  persfVL'fing  conjecture,  would  long  aiiuMi 
bare  yielded  to  the  toothing  inlluenee  of 
ti«e. 
^H  As  it  was,  the  geneml  tone  of  hit  tpirit*  bad 
^^ecoBO  rather  more  cheerful,  since  be  bad 
Mttbliahed,  satisfactorily  to  hinulf,  tba 
bet  of  his  rclnliunship  to  Lady  Belvadart) 
and  hi  the  society  of  one  whose  )>cnuty  com- 
bined  with  the  faacjiuition  of  her  manner,  to 
rembid  hiui  ao  forcibly  of  his  beloved  and  lost 
Oeraldine,  he  found  the  most  cfTeclual  eoitaottt* 
tiOD,  of  which  the  nature  of  his  affliction  nd- 
nilttd. 

After  rcoiainmg  for  an  hour,  in  the  faint 
hope  that  the  free  and  easy  colonel  might  at 


committee. 

"Are  you  walking 
Terleyf  CDquired  V. 

"I  am  gmng  do* 
Harry. 

"  Then,  if  you  wj 
»ith  you  ufkrasth 
Ve«ey,  uking  up  his  I 

"What  a  sweet  cr 
i«r  wttUimed  the  cc 
were  in  the  street. 

"  That  is  a  point  oi 
to  disagree  with  you, 
"  You  appear  to  be  vei 
tinued  fae. 

"Why,   I   think   1 
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een  acquainted  willi  her  for  several 
I,"  said  he,  "  and  may  almost  flatter  mj*- 
that  she  looks  upon  mc  t»  an  old  friend, 
ommon  with  most  of  her  friends,  however, 
I  sli]|  in  the  dark,  with  re>pcct  to  a  lubject 
rhich  perhaps  you  can  enhghten  me.  Ifare 
any  idea  who  she  really  was?" 
his  <(ii«stiun  was  intended  to  startle  the 
nel,  Mnd  it  had  the  desired  effect.  Harry 
ihetl  him  closely,  as  he  made  the  enquiry, 

discovered,  in  the  slight  tremor  of  his  Up, 

tlie  momentary  contraction  of  his  brow, 
Rg  corroborative  evidence  in  support  of  his 
tieion,  that  there  wsh  some  mysterious  con- 
ion  between  Lady  Belvedere  and  Vcscy;— 
i,  at  any  rate,  he  was  in  posaesston  of  the 
vt  of  her  birth. 

How   should  I  know*"  said  the  colonel. 

u  not  very  long  ago,  since  I  put  the  very 
e  question  to  you;  and,  if  you  recollect, 
ICKit  obtaining   any   very   aatisfactory   an- 
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lered  ■  very  odd,  rother  foolish,  and  not 

Bulwly  rclcvnnt  encjuirjr. 
"  My  rorbcarance,"  utid  be  at  length,  "  had 
Dotbiog  to  do  with  my  indiridtul  opinion  on 
tlieae  natten ;  but  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
judtcea  of  tlie  world  in  general,  I  did  not 
oooaider  mytclf  called  upon  to  be  more  ex- 
uliciL  Indeed,  I  sfaould  hare  been  hardly 
Btified  in  mentioning  reports  br  too  vague 
to  carry  with  tliem  any  dej;rec  of  authority. 
By  many  people,  Lady  Belvedere  has  been 
•upposed  to  be  the  natural  daughter  of  Itfr. 
Wilmot,  In  nhosc  family  she  was  educated;^ 

iby  olhera— " 
"  And  Jo  yoH  believe  that  report?"  inter- 
rapUtd  the  colonel  biistily. 
"  Kpffllly,"  saUl  Harry,  "I  have  no  data  to 
procevd  ui»on;— no  groumU  either  for  belief 
or  disbelief.  It  i*  n  mystery  which  I  should 
very  much  like  to  fathom." 

'  l)v  you  mean  to  My  then,"  uid  Vtaty, 


"  Afy  feelings  towardi 
ezdumed  Harry  in  Idct 
and  somewhat  |Mqued  at  i 
queatioD.  "You  will  i 
VeMj,  bat  in  mj  total  i 
ciunstaDces  which  induce 
an  interest  in  the  conce 
cannot  recognise  yoor  rigl 
a  subject." 

"Captain  Calrerle;/' 
leninly,  "  it  is  necessary  tt 
stand  each  other.  We  i 
enquiry  out  of  the  questi 
That  I  do  take  the  deepes 
regards  IJady  Belvedere,  i 
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E expect  candour  from  you,  on  the  pre»ent 
CAsion,  it  i>  but  lair  tliat  I  should  relieve 
your  mind  on  one  point.  However  concerned 
J  may  be  fur  Lady  Belvedere's  bappincu,  1 
■m  not)  and  nerer  can  be,  a  suitor  for  her 
hand.  After  this  assurance,  nltliough  you 
may  be  eurpriecd,  you   trill   perhaps  be  less 

iulTcndcd  wlicn  I  enquire  again  into  tbc  nature 
Mid  cliarocter  of  tlic  sentiments  which  you 
entertain  towarda  her." 
"  As  you  still  think  proper  to  conceal  the 
nulhorily  on  which  you  propose  the  question," 
aaid  J  lorry,  "it  is  obvious  tliat  I  should  be 
fully  justified  in  decliniiij;  to  nnswrer  so  singular 
■n  interrogatory.  But  although,  while  calling 
upon  me  for  candour,  your  own  disclosures  «re 
so  incomplete, — 1  ciinnot  bring  myself  to  be- 
^lieve  that  you  are  actuated  by  idle  or  iinper* 
^ptnent  curiosity.  I  will  therefore  uke  it  for 
granted,  that  you  have  sufficient  motives  for 
four  enquiry  i  and  atsuming  that  those  motives 
not  unfriendly  to  me,  I  nil]  at  once  AC* 


I6S 
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knowledge,  what  I  ccrtntnljr  need 
iuhametl  to  •vow, — tbst  my  frclingG 
Lady  Belvedere  are  those  of  the  moi 
enthmiastic,  and  ilcToted  atiachmrat 
loved  her  long, — but  hoprlcaaly  (  and 
circunutoDces  have  in  aome  degre* 
Heaven  only  knowa  whether  I  ihall 
able  to  sonnount  die  obstacles  whtd 
•eat  icparatc  lu.  One  tliiag  ia  cett 
erer,  tliat  if  I  nay  not  make  hec_ 
of  my  hand, — that  Uaod,  at 
be  given  to  another." 

"  Wbatl"  o>daimod  Veseyi 
uocertainty  respecting  her  origin! 
wUeii,  in  your  eyes,  may  become 
able  I  la  it  possible  thnt  professingi  a 
thia  devoted  lore  for  ber, — you  am 
ooarage  lo  nake  ber  your  wife, — bei 
doing  so,  you  might  form  what  the  v 
a  mtsaliiaucef — ^Are  you  a  young 
lover,  and  a  tioldicr, — and  can  you 
^-our    own    bappinesa, — perhaps    iha 
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aid  be  tttl)  tiearer  to  you  than  your  own, 
on  the  «]tar  of  a  cold  and  illiberal  prejudice ! 
I  am  no  enemy  to  fumily  pride.  It  is  not 
oaly  ■  nuliiral  but  a  laudable  feeling; — but 
iu  noblnt  fiinetton  k  to  guard  the  moral 
dignity  of  a  bouse, — not  the  bcrnldic  purity  of 
iu  ffsculcbeon. — 1  am  aware  tbat  you  are  of 
utdcnt  descent  and  higii  connexiona; — tbat 
foa  are  next  heir  to  a  peerage  and  a  princvly 
fbcttuie :  but  if,  tn  senile  compliance  with  on 
abturd  punctilio,  you  can  I>e«itate  to  aharu 
tliese  adrantagCB  with  one  whom  you  profaas 
lo  lovo, — one  wbo«e  matchU-s*  beauty  is  her 
least  recommendation  in  the  eyea  of  all  who 
value  purity  of  mind,  sweetness  of  tciniier, 
and  refinement  of  character  in  a  woman ; — if, 
I  aay,  aiW  your  marked  and  constant  attcn> 
tiotist  you  can  talk  of  giving  her  up,  because, 
fimooth  1  her  birth  ia  enveloped  in  obscurity, 
and  May  be  branded  with  the  stigma  of  tlle- 
fitfaaaey,  then.  Captain  Calverley,  I  ny  that 
yoD  ore  wholly  tmwortliy  of  her  notice; — that 
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ytyar  Kttacbment  to  her  b  a  mere  pn 
And  that  sucli  beartlew,  nnfceling  egai 
more  derogatoiy  to  yoor  nobiUtf,fl 
alliance  with  tbc  rcry  lowest  of  that"! 
wltkfa  ske  id  such  an  omatneDtl"  ^| 
••  Colonel  Vcwy,"  aaid  Harry,  "  ;oS 
BWDce  b  as  misplaeed  as  it  is  unacfount 
You  are  combating  a  chimera  which  yoi 
jroursclf  emijuml  op,  and  denontidag  fi 
and  arotimenu  which  have  no  ezistefK 
in  jour  own  disordered  imagtnattun.— 
have  1  tM,  sir,  which  can  jtutifjr  y 
ascribing  to  me  the  conduct  which  ; 
unneeeasaril;  condemn  T  Had  you  tJiat 
ledge  of  mjr  drcnmstoocei  and  view*,  V 
which  jrou  could  have  oo  imaginable  r(| 
address  me  hi  so  unama)  a  lotw  of  eaqol 
yea  would  be  aware  that  the  obitacl 
which  I  spoke,  have  not  the  reootcti 
to  the  prejudices  of  birth,  which  ti< 


holds  in  greater  contempt  than  I  dfl 
wouJd  Icnow  that  mjr  sohr  cause  of  heS 
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ia  the  reolricted  extent  oFmjr  pccaniary  mcana, 
•od  the  gloomy  nature  of  my  prospecta ;— ihnt 
it  is  her  Hitcrifice  whicli  I  forbear  to  urge, — 
ktr  pOMtion  in  society  which  I  djire  not 
require  her  to  forfeit,  for  the  sake  of  one 
who  luui  not  wen  s  bare  competence  to  ofTer 
her  in  exchnnge  for  the  wcnltli  and  advantage* 
hich  alie  would  be  called  upon  to  resign.— 
ou  tsllc  of  niy  future  rnnk  and  poasessions ; — 
but  you  must  know  how  precarious  is  my 
chance  of  Bucccesion, — how  contingent  on  (he 
To,  oa  well  OB  the  death  of  others. — Heaven 
b  my  witneu,  however,  that  were  I  possessed 
of  aU  the  rank,  wealth,  and  dignities  which 
this  world  can  bestow,  I  should  value  them 
chiefly,  for  the  proof  which  they  would  enable 
me  to  ailbrd  of  my  disinterested  ottacbment 
to  Ifody  Belvedere  j  and  without  bestowing 
one  tliought  on  die  probabilities,  or  possibi- 
lities relating  to  her  birth, — 1  should  proudly 
and  joyfully  cUim  her  as  my  bride, — as  I 
liope  yet  to  do,  under   circuinatances  which. 
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fagflfam,  nujr  be  still  ufi 
to  coKifc  her  bappnioH 

"  Tbu  wu  apcdccn  like  an  hoDC 
«  true  MUkr,**  nid  VcMjr.  "  Ci 
hafivw  yo«  iHtt  iwyBcidy.  Focgh 
>M— tlaiwppwhenJBjyoitti 
be  OflC  affaidBd  U  vlwt  seens.  lad 
en  BqjoMifiaUs  iolaHierciico  in  yoa 
Kclr  upon  it— I  speiik  adnsadljr,— 91 
if  BatriBooiil  htppinaM  are  noc 
b}  the  cooTctutioii  we  have  |fl 


jroor  cnriority  far  the  prMtf 
iq|  the  iMenM  I  l«k«  in  this  h 
MMe  «fl  one  day  be  explained  to  ] 
•a  Jartt.  In  the  nuenlimo,  bdiei 
M»  ifght  eruleoce  of  my  revpcd  fiir 
■aeter,  and  jay  nliuice  oo  your  diso 
I  baiT*  said  so  anieh.— I  know  I  e 
■poo  you,  to  lafnin  irom  racntJooi 
body  what  has  pasetl  belweea  ui. 
yottr  hand,  aod  allow  mc,  beocefarwi 
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niy*elF  your  friend.  I  am  not  without  hopes 
ihat  I  may  cme  day  prore  my  claim  to  that 
character." 

So  laying,  lie  held  out  hi*  hand,  a>  they 
were  about  to  separate ;  and  Horry,  quite  paci- 
fied, but  still  rather  bewildered  by  irhat  hod 
fallen  from  Ium  mysterious  acquaintance,  re- 
turned ihc  preiaure  with  every  appearance  of 
cordiality. 
■  "It  b  all  right i"  loliloqutxed  Vesey,  as 
Colverlcy  moved  away.  "  He  ia  a  fine  frank- 
bearle<l  fellow,  And  worthy  of  her.  It  must 
be — 1  bttTO  tlie  means  i — why  ahould  1  not 
have  the  will! — He  who  may  not  be  bajqiy 
himwlf,  must  Snd  hi*  best  consolation  in  con- 
,  .tribuiitig  to  lite  happiness  of  others  I" 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


We  must  now  leave  our  friend  tUr 
short  tirw,  and  report  progtcBs  re 
V'cspy's  eflbrts  to  trace  the  in}rstcrioa 
of  Ilia  Ruter's  nito,  and  his  own  on 
unhiippiness.  In  that  parting  inten 
Iween  LaAy  Belvedere  and  him  at  tb4 
— which  bad  so  nuturally  excited  the  , 
of  our  hero,  il  will  he  recollected  I 
placed  ■  miniature  in  hit  hands, — then 
niAlcrially  confinning  the  unpleasant  ) 
whicli  poor  Harry  had  begun  to  form  e 
ing  the  nature  of  their  acquainlaoce 
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lin'uiture,  t)Ow«vcr,  wu,  a*  tl>e  rviidcr  will 
robab))'  conclude,  no  other  than  the  portrait 
Cliirgo,  which  Lady  Belvedere  could  not, 
3<li>r  all  (he  circumstances,  refuse  to  entrust 
his  keeping,  as  it  might  poasibty  guide  biro 
the  discovery  of  what  he  was  so  palnfully 
txious  to  ascertain — the  real  name  and  con- 
ition  of  (he  person  whom  it  represented. 
hit  wan  perhaps  a  faint  hope ; — but  it  seemed 
ia  only  chance,  and  be  clung  to  it  with  the 
lore  pertinacity  from  that  conviction.  The 
inc  of  the  artist  was  not  to  he  found  on  any 
|wrt  of  tlie  miniature: — upwards  of  fivc-and> 
twenty  years  niust  have  elapsed  since  it  bad 
I  been  pjiinted ;  the  nrti&t  might  hare  died  in 
^^1m  interval, — nnd  thus  nil  clue  to  the  object 
^BfTcM^'s  researches,  in  that  direction,  might 
Kalost. 

^P    But,  on  the  other  hand,  ho  might  be  still 

living, — and  from  the  practical  knowledge  of 

^■iSerent  styles  and    mannem,   generally  ac- 

^quirrd  by  the  profession,  he  had  little  douht 

VOL.  III.  1 


of  a  work,  the  pictoria 
cUimed  it  as  the  prodi 
hand.  Vesey  had  himsc 
of  the  art  to  be  perfec 
the  usurance  of  any  ] 
that  it  was  not  from  tbe 
executed  AU  likeness  of 
dine.  He  was  almost  cc 
that  work  in  the  posseasi 
wot  by  the  same  band  at 
but  this  conviction  avaik 
we  have  said,  tbe  diatinj 
tion,  well  known  for  ma 
miniature  painter  in  Dub 
of  a  twelvemoDtb  previou 
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alive — the  mystery  wouiti  soon  be  cleared 
:[>,  and  revenge  might  at  Wt  be  nUhiii  liit 
reach. 

WiU)  these  tiopc-a  and  fi-eJings,  he  returned 
Iviiiulun,  and  loat  no  tiii»e  in  cnllitig  uii  all 
the  itioit  eminent  arlistn,  to  whom  he  cucoe^ 
lively  nibinitted  the  mysteriouB  portrait  for  tho 
beoefit  of  their  opinion  respecting  its  autfaotr 
ahip.  But  no  aatiaractory  infarmation  waa 
kited  by  these  pcrsoTcring  enquiues.  In 
voit  every  case  tlio  result  was  the  Bame. 
AU  agreed  that  the  miniature  exhibited  consi- 
derable talent  as  a  work  of  art ;  but  nono 
could  form  any  guess  as  to  the  nunc  of  the 
|i«intcr;  although  most  of  them  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  it  was  the  production  of  a  foreign 
■rti«t,  probably  u  Frenchman.  Here  again 
waa  disappointment.  The  project  of  making 
Chr  tour  of  Europe,  in  the  hope  of  discovering 
the  uuknown  arti*t,  was,  even  to  Vcscy's  ardent 
apitlt,  too  Quixotic  to  be  seriously  contem- 
pUtcd.     If  Clargea  were  still  living,  chance 


borne  tbsii  it  could  be  M 

resoWnl  that  lie  would  f 
in  EngUntl,  and  mix  a 
w>ciely,  wlicre  ft  was  po 
or  otlier,  when  he  least 
ottccmon!  behokl  those  d 
no  lapse  of  time  could  eS 
and  lie  fell  confident  th« 
aiid-twenty  years  could  n 
much  aa  to  prevent  their 
by  one  towhom  tlieyeupp 
of  rcmcinbTance.  The  I 
deed,  as  faithfully  rcpreu 
though  slrikingly  handso 
marked  lo  be  easily  forgo 
that  peculiarity  of  expresi 
jcll  wait  not  lik^lv  In  . 
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g  and  broadly  on  the  human  countenance, 
tm  wholly  to  obliterate  the  distinctive  charac- 
teHstica  that  in  joutli  np))car  nlmost  inef- 
foceablc. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  he  had 
the  winter  partly  in  London,  and  partly 
Brighton,  to  which  liittcr  place  the  society 
if  Ludj-  Belvedere  bad  been  his  chief  attruo> 
Ion ;  and  though  lie  never  absolutely  lost  sight 
of  the  object  which  he  looked  upon  aa  consti- 
ting  the  chiefaimofhia  existence,— although 
nerer  twglected  an  opportunity  of  sub- 
mitting the  mtnialuro  to  a  profeaionnl  eye, 
wherever  he  could  do  so  without  exciting  sur- 
prise or  coounent,  and  there  seemed  even  a 
remote  pos^bihty  of  any  light  being  thrown 
the  nibjecl, — ^he  was  graduidly  subsiding 
into  a  more  tranquil  state  of  miud  with  respect 
to  it ;  and  each  «uccccdtng  day,  as  it  scetned 
to  lessen  the  chances  of  success  in  his  pursuit, 
£iutK)  him  more  resigned  to  the  prospect  of 
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ulHmfttu  Tnilure,  ami  less  soUcii 
g*te  a  mystery  which  be  begim  li 
eter  being  enabled  to  fattioni. 

But  in  |)rupurt!on  as  the  hopi 
ducoveriei  gnw  fnlnter  and 
regnni  for  Lady  Belvedere,  b] 
pACted  tncoting  witli  whout 
had  bctn  revived,  tros  daily  ant 
crvMingi  till  at  length  all  hi 
night  be  aaid  to  centre  in  this 
loTtfly  record  of  his  dear  and  unb 
dine.  On  her  part,  Carolhie  fe 
acknowledge  that  claim  of  cones 
which  there  «ni«,  if  not  legal  cvidt 
M  moral  certainty  too  deoidtid  to  I 
uient  called  in  question.  She  I 
vitcd  him  coiutantly  to  her  Iioa 
tended  to  him  all  tboae  privileges 
of  which  she  could  prudently  all 
exercise,  consistently  with  the  stri 
on  t)ie  BBbject  of  their  (a 
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•eCTct  Iiithorto  confiileil  only  to  llic  di»crafit 
firiendibip  of  Mrs.  Norclifie. 

That  good  lady's  acquaintance  with  the 
«fikir,  proved  a  very  convenient  circuinatance 
for  both  pArticH;  nit,  fully  apprcctatitig  ttic 
awkwantnefls  of  Caroline's  puMtion  iritJi  re- 
aped to  (liU  bAlf-acknowledgeJ  uncle,  and 
«ware  of  the  unpleasant  construction  that 
intglit  be  put  by  a  gossiping  world  on  the 
fre<{uency  of  his  vuiits  to  Iho  lovely  widow, 
■he  determined  to  tend  the  smtction  of  her 
presence  (o  his  Eiarmlsu  usMuitics ;  and  after 
Iwviitg  passed  tbe  greater  part  of  the  winter 
with  huly  Belvedere  at  Urigbloni  she  was 
now  poutively  installed  as  honorary  duenna 
«ii  tilrr,  in  Hill  Street,  where  she  exercised 
Iter  functions  of  turrei/lancc  to  the  great 
terror  of  sundry  Hining  and  anti-matrimonial 
bachelors, — but  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  her 
aelf-conslituted  charge.  Indeed  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  althougli  she  was  never  back- 


more  deliberate  assuranci 
to  defy  her, — no  more 
modating  dragon  ever  m< 
enchanted  princess. — He 
and  iearti,  too,  did  L. 
service ;  as  Veaeya  orienl 
generally  induced  him  ti 
his  attention  to  her,  dt 
when  they  were  en  Mt 
people  he  was  supposed  t 
as  Vam  de  la  maiton, 
the  chaperon,  rather  thai 
of  the  bostesa. 

Being,  howerer,  recdv 
footing  in  the  establishoK 
in  hearing;  from  some  of  I 
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eonfinned  in  liU  mind,  by  the  con> 
lint  of  manner,  not  to  My  poaitive  em> 
TaBsment,  which  Lady  Beiredere  exhi- 
ited,  whenever  he  was  the  subject  of  remark 
their  private  circle.  lie  had  conse4)uently 
utcbcd  the  public  career  and  private  de- 
tlment  of  our  hero,  with  »  degree  of  in- 
^^ereat  very  natural  in  one  who  felt  so  deep  a 
^Konoeri)  for  the  happiness  of  his  niece.  T)ie 
^HBaalt  of  his  enquiries  and  personal  obHervatioit 
^pras,  in  all  cases,  favourable  to  Harry,  and 
[  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  agreeable 
impression  which  his  appearance  and  inanncm 
bod  origittully  made  on  Vcsey,  when  tliey  had 
net  at  Sir  Sampton  Jellico'*.  The  colonel 
kMraR,  however,  hut  ver^-  iraperfeclty  actjuaiiiled 
^Britl)  his  (iiiancial  circumsunccK,  and  in  com- 
^Bnon  with  the  ntajorily  of  the  London  world, 
looked  upon  him  as  a  very  risuig  young  man, 
whoae  pre»ent  position  was  highly  satisfactory, 
4  wliosc  future  prospects  were  eminently 
brillianU     He  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  the 


^s.^uiiiaij' means,  ai  le. 
assistance,  were  suffit 
able  present  competei 
be  might  marry, — ^-ani 
both  able  and  willing  i 
should  Caroline's  haf 
his  doing  so, — he  was 
tain  the  reason  why 
come  forward  and  d 
It  was  this  anxiety  i 
led  to  the  conversatic 
the  preceding  chapte 
ries  concerning  Lady  ] 
were,  in  point  of  faci 
discovering  the  relatit 
self  stood  to  her,  ha< 
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JIB  unautliorized  inierference  and  subsecjtivnt 

tpluifliion   however,  still  farther  strength* 

Vcwy'a  prepossession  in  his  f«vour;  and 

begM  to  reflect  seriously  on  the  Rio<le 

licb  he  should  adopt  to  carry  into  effect  his 

cvolent  intentions  with  respect  to  Carolme 

our  hero,  without  ofl'cnding  (he  sensitive 

ind  proud  independence  of  the  one,  or  pub- 

Jy  procliiiuiing  hi.->  mortifying  relationship  to 

,  the  other.     His  own   pecuoinry  iihsmis  were 

^bmplc,  ns  fortune  hod  nniled  on  Iits  Eastern 

Inboun  villi  It  degree  of  benignity  which  she 

rarely  exhihitt  in  the  prciient  day, — at  kast  to 

Klter  military  Tolaries, — even  in  tll0«e  rcgioRl  so 

^proverhiully  fertile  in  golden  hRTvetts.     But 

-although  lie  had  nut  lon^;  |Mt«sed  the  tneridian 

life,  his  hiibita  and  fi-ulings  were  tlioite  of 

ifirmvd  celibacy ,^-vr  according  to  the  more 

Mpree*ive    phrase,   ottt-bacittioritm ;    and   u 

had  {{iven  up  «ll  notion  of  matrimony,  it 

DRR-d   to  liiin  H  uiutlcr  of  course  tliat  Ids 


oe  supemuous,  wnen  cons 
reference  to  bis  personal  w 

\Vbat  miglit  have  beei 
deliberations,  we  are  not 
say  -,  nor  is  it  at  present  n 
for  within  a  few  days  of  h 
Harry,  a  circumstance  occ 
diately  turned  the  current 
strongly  as  ever  in  the  dir 
bad  been  so  lately  diverted 

When  dining  with  bis  < 
mire,  he  happened  to  find 
to  a  very  intelligent  anc 
Frenchman,  but  recently  , 
and  full  of  all  the  latest  i 
ing  Parisian  gossip, — politi 
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arUst;  but  he  had  not  long  enjoyed  the 
nefit  of  his  conversation  before  be  was  un* 
Icceivcd  on  (hat  point.  The  tranehant  tone 
of  Ills  opinion*,  the  scIf-au(Sciency  with  which 
dincuued  all  suhjectf,  and  the  rerolulion- 
hartlieite, — (which  be  niialook  for  novelty,) 
-of  his  views  in  every  (lepnrlmcnt  of  thought, 
rbethcr  n|i pertaining  to  metnphysics,  puti> 
uiimmTM,  or  tnornU,  would  have  pro- 
cUhned  him  ns  a  "jenne  France"  of  the  first 
water,  If  be  had  not  been  ndly  deficient  in 
lat  tolemn  gravity  of  aspect,  and  rcpubltcnn 
atiBterity  uf  demennour,  so  awfully  cbaractei^ 
bUc  of  the  "  Jcuneue  ixHtantt,  agiasaatt  et 
rtfiiehiatanit  du  JU^neuviime  aiieU." 

KIo  apitc,  however,  of  their  disagreement 
poa  almoit  every  topic,  Vcscy  and  his 
'rencb  acquaintance  contrived  to  conrcrtc 
very  amicably,  and  very  much  to  their  mu- 
tual aatiafaction.  It  aooti  appeared  that  Mon- 
aieur  Desbrochures  wa«  a  titHralcnr  of  do 
incoariderable  pretension*;  —  nnd  tlic  oHen- 


very  naturally  brought  on 
bated  with  great  anima 
From  Uteratare,  the  trai 
the  fine  arts;  and  here, 
minded  Frenchman  -was  i 
in  bJB  own  peculiar  provi 
architectore  came  in  for 
notice ;  but  painting  was 
bataiiie. — History,  portra 
liar  life,  tableaux  de  gi 
amiss  to  him ; — the  rela 
branch  of  the  art  were  : 
moo  accuracy  and  dbciii 
merits  of  every  master, 
whose  name  happened  to 
pronounced  upon  with  eqi 
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Kurcelf  left  a  single  Uurel-leaf  to  ndorn  the 
brow  or  Miclinel  Angi-lo,  Rcfliielle,  iin<l  Co. 
With  ■))  llic  (Jiitiiiguinhcd  rcpuUtiona  of 
oar  own  day,  be  wu,  of  courBO,  parti- 
cularljr  familiar.  lie  had  lived  in  habits 
«f  intjnucy  with  David,  Beldoni  iniaud  a 
^oirie  at  GV^rurtl'v,  and  Und  been  more  ihnn 
once  consulted  in  the  nrticle  of  horsellesb 
bjF  Horace  Vemct. 

Altliougb  \'e*ey  was  for  frotn  estimating 
lh«  knowledge  and  uctiiitrementn  of  hU  talk- 
ati*«  friend,  at  that  gvntienmn'ii  own  valua- 
tion, it  occurred  In  him  ttiiit  one  ao  perfectly 
convcnnnt,  by  hia  o«n  account,  with  the 
dtfTcrent  Rtykx  of  the  inoderti  French  artists, 
might  poBxibly  make  a  lucky  gucsa  with  re- 
spect to  CInrge»*«  portrait.  He  tbcreforo 
watched  hi»  opportunity,  and  when  the  com- 
pany were  about  to  adjourn  to  the  drawing- 
room,  he  b«^gKed  that  he  might  be  allowed 
to  detain  him  for  a  few  minuter  after  the 
olhen  had  left  the  room,  while  he  Bubniitied 
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to  hJ4  judgment  a   work  of  art, 
>ct  he  Ii«d  been  uonblc  to  diKoi 
tlior. 

"  1  luiv«  some  reason  to  beliei 
"  tliU  it  U  tlie  production  of  a  eooi 
of  youn ;  and  if  that  should  really 
case,  I  have  little  doubt  tliat  your  p 
eye  will  at  once  u&ign  it  lo  lU  real 
ohuiild  (he  urnsi  be  posseaacd  of  laj 
or  re|)uti»tion." 

'•  rojw«M/"8aid  the  coniiJcnl  coDBi 

uVflw;  produced  ibe  tnioiature  ia^ 

"  Pour  fieu  quit  toU  connu,  je  lu-  ero 

«■»  rjrt,  qa'il  m'tcftappe.      CA  ueM  n 

fi04  Mt  mat;"  continued   lie,   patroninBi 

he  exaoiined  the  portrait  with  tli« 

master:  "  Satcx  tout  ifue  eeUe  t/ti 

hicH  mot/e/if.      It  y  a  WaiUenra 

,/ineue  dans  la  tattehe,  et  un  txrlain , 

du  vrai  dans  le  eohru   det  ckcdr^^ 

letient  exirimtmeni .'" 

"  Well,  but,"jtaid  Veioy,  anxious  lo 
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the  point,  and  caring  very  litlto  foradis- 
itbn  on  its  merits  as  a  work  of  art. 
L  •■  Have  you  any  idea  who  painted  it!" 
^H  "  Attcndex,"  said  the  virtuoio,  with  a  most 
^^^petrating  aspect,  "  C'ctt  prfcUement  tie  gwH 
'  je  m'oecHjx,  But,  first  of  all,  it  certainly  is 
not  Isabey." 

"  I   am  quite   aware  of  that,"  said  Vcscy, 
\m   could   scarcely   restrain   his   impatience. 
But  do  you  believe  it  to  be  the  work  of 
II  Krench  artist?" 

"  Suttt    aucuH    doult,"   amwered    Dcsbro* 
churo.    "  J'en  repondraU  inr  ma  UU." 
"  And  cannot  you  give  a  guess  rcspecttog 
b  Dame?"  continued  Vesey. 
^^   "  Encore  ti»  petit  moment,  i^il  tout  plait," 
^Baid  the  critic,  "  and  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy 
^rou  on  lliat  point,  1  hope." 

So  saying,  he  put  on  a  pair  of  gold  spec- 
tacles, and  producing  an  itiu  from  his  pocket, 
be  drew  out  of  it  a  small  magnifying<glasa, 
which  he  passed  slowly  and  carefully  over  the 


"  t/'y  suisf"  exclaimed 
triumpliant  air.     "  It  is 
his  private  mark." 

"H*rault?"Baid  Vese 
tbe  name.     Is  he  a  living 

"  Undoubtedly,"  said 
was  so  at  least,  three  we 
Paris ; — I  visited  his  ate 
my  departure." 

"  And  you  are  quite  a 
ture  is  his  pMnting?" 

"  Tenex,  regarded,"  sa 
he  held  the  magnifier  to 
you  not  see,  in  that  con 
the  right,  a  small  Roma 
nHkf!d   pv(>.  Irwiica  lilcR  &  rI 
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tfi^cted  to  see,  which  answered  bis  purpow 

quito  M  well. 

"  Tliiti    pictnre    Iioa    twt    been    recently 
,     p«intcJ,  I  presume?"  sai<l  Detibrocliures. 
^P    "  No,"  replied  Vesey ;  "  you  may  see  by 

the   elylo  of  drc«8,    that   it  is  «n  affair  of 

twenty  yenra  ago." 
■     "  Kxxcily — aiid   HerauU'a  style    hat   oer- 

tainly   altered    very   much    since ;    comrne   de 

raUtM.     Otiiern-bo    I  could    not    have    lieti- 

ttated  a  mutiwnt  on  the  subject." 
"  Can  you  (arour  me  with  liia  address  in 
Pari*  t"  Mid  the  culunel. 
"  'Drit  caiontiers.  I(  is — let  me  see — Rue 
d«  b  Paix,  No. — ma/ot/  I  forget  the  num- 
ber; maia  e'eal  dgalt  tout  le  monde  vona  fe 
tlira.  He  i»  as  well  known  aa  the  Pout  Keuf. 
Vescy  expressed  hin  warm  acknowlcdg- 
inenls  for  the  valuable  informalion  he  had 
received,  and  llicy  rejoined  tlic  party  up- 
atftirt.  But  at  soon  as  ho  could  make  bis 
eacBpe,  he  hurried  hoinc  in  oo  rery  tranquil 


aspect  bore   testimony  to 
ing,  as  well  as  the  bodi 
he  had  undergone.     He 
that  evening's  nail,  and, 
must  leave  him  to  purau< 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


"  Habuy,"  uid  Lord  Ctlvcrlejr,  «)  ilicj-  vers 
^biting  t^te-ii'l^te  nflcr  dinner,  a  day  or  tn-o 
•(Wr  his  lordship's  arrival  in  London — '*  who 

tthis    Litdy    Belvedere,    conccriiing    nliute 
BUty  nnd  fsKcinslions  I  hcjirso  much?" 
*' Surely,"  iH»id  Hurry,  "you  must  recollect 
urown  near  neighliour  in  the  country." 
**  Oh  t  1  ktww  rery  well  that  thv  it  the  late 
lord'ti  widow,— that  thv  abbey  has  bvcn  k-ft  to 
ttt   for  her  life, — and  so  forth;  but  what  1 
to  know  u,  who  she  was  originally, — 
ifhat  are  her  family  aitd  conncxioDa." 


"  And  have  you  nev 
eoquire  farther  ?"  said  b 

"At  least,"  answered 
raaaed.  and  more  annc 
obtained  any  Tery  poail 
•object." 

"  Ah !  it  is  just  as  I 
CalTcrley:  "  Her  fine  m 
or  rather  proves  too  muc 
entitled  to  it,  tfaere  wou] 
ascertaining  how  she  cam 
1  don't  believe  that  Ihei 
reffiaioing  in  England, 
lively,  to  be  a  law  again 
the  names  of  oar  ariatoe 
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nt  or  Baron  to  (heir  names  when  tlicy  vUit 

ngland." 

Harry  folt  excMsirelj  indignant  at  these  ob« 

rvationa  as  ap{)lied  to  the  lady  of  hU  love — 

what  could  liv  say!     He  could   not  dts- 

tbe  oorrectneu  of  tlieir  application  ;  lo 

Bade  a  violent  eft'ort  to  aiippresa  his  riling 
cltolcr,  and  remained  silent. 

"  Is  she  really  as  handsome  aa  people  •ajrt'* 
continued  his  lordship, — who  bc«med  to  have 

tkor  an  unaccountable  predilection  for  the 
aubject. 

"  I*  it  poaaihle  that  yon  have  never  seen 
herf*  said  Hurry. 

"Never,  to  my  knowledge ; — she  lias  heen 
verjr  IJUle  in shire  I  tlunk  ;-~and  in  Lon- 
don, your  aunt  and  I  are  not,  aa  you  know, 
much  hi  the  habit  of  going  lo  large  parliea,  or 
frequenting  the  sort  of  society  where  we  should 
be  n>D>t  likely  to  meet  her.  But  what  account 
do  you  give  of  her  beauty  V 


I.1UU9    UUt 


the  eyes  as  he  spoke. 

"  Yqu  are  a  good  d 
Lord  Calrerley,  looldog 

"  Why — no — not  s  ■  g 
fiionally :"  answered  Hai 

"  And  is  she  as  capti 
as  people  say  t"  contin 

"  Her  mannere  are  i 
fected,"  said  Harry,  w 
moderation  in  the  articit 

"  I  vonder  she  don't  i 
his  lordship. 

Harry  was  silent,  for  I 
self  to  speak. 

"  But  I  suppose,"  rest 
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tadon  and  family  is  looking  out  for  a  wife,— 
that  18  not,  or  should  not  be  quite  sufEcient.  I 
don't  know  whether  it  is  so  now; — but  in  iny 
day,  the  saloona  of  the  theatres  were  wonder- 
fatly  supplied  with  hiitorical  and  romantic 
name*; — Mortimers,  Nevilles,  Howards,  and 
Percies,  in  great  abundance.  Qod  forbid 
that  I  should  eay  anything  afgaiost  your  fair 
friend,  of  whom  I  know  nothing ;  but  to  Diany 
iwople  her  fine  nanto  might  be  suspicious ; 
aa  nobody  seems  to  know  where  Lotd 
Belredere  picked  her  up  ** — 

"  Picked  her  up!"  exclaimed  Harry,  with 
•taitling  energy,  and  in  no  gentle  tone, — dis- 
regarding all  considerations  of  prudence,  in 
bis  natural  anxiety  to  vindicate  the  character 
— so  wantonly  and  uncharitably  called  in  ques- 
tion— of  her  whom  be  loved, — "  Picked  her 
upt — Good  Godf  air,  is  it  pOKxible  that  you 
can  be  under  such  a  misapprehension  with 
tmpKi  to  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  irre- 
prOMcbuble,  aa  well  as  one  of  the  loveliest  and 

▼OL.  III.  K 
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name  ;  and  I  will  vent 
out  the  whole  range  • 
not  s  voman  who  oo 
ground  of  unassailable 
Lady  Belvedere — not  i 
the  most  scrupulous 
as  well  as  the  most 
conduct.  As  for  the 
oret  her  birth,  it  is  1 
fault ;  but  there  is  no  i 
to  her  own  history  t 
Belvedere  married  hei 
friend  and  guardian 
whose  eye  she  bad  be< 
infancy, — and  whose  i 
been  for  a  moment  d 
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^B  Tliiii  was  tpokcn  witli  a  degree  of  wftrmlh 
^wid  excitenient  that  to  the  moBl  unsti3)iiciou« 
^HfcSvver  would  at  once  havo  proclaimed  Uie 
Lruc  state  of  tbc  case.  Lord  Culvcrley  coldly 
^Ktiaervcd : — 

^^  *'  Well,  Harry,  I  coukl  not  know  all  tliat 
^^bltii lively,  but  I  do  not  understand  why  you 
should  be  eo  much  excited  on  the  subject  of 
thU  fair  lady.     Vou  BPcm  to  take  a  rery  extra- 
ordinary intcrcul  in  her  concerns." 

Harry  looked  at  bis  uncle ; — the  truth  at  once 
flatbotl  upon  hii  mind,  and  he  perceived  that 
be  bad  fallen  into  a  trap  that  had  been  delibe- 
rately laid  for  him.     The  quiet  sarcastic  ex- 
I     preaaion    of   Lord   Calverley's    countenance, 
convinced   him  that  his  lordship  had    been 
intentionally  playing  upon    his   feelings,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  confirmation  of  that  tvhicb 
he  bad  either  beard  or  suspected,     tlarry  fell 
f     naturally  rattier  indignant  at  this  artifice;  and 
^Bitduining   to  resort   to  equivocation   in  any 
fiu-ther  attempt  to  conceal  what  his  impetu- 


"It  ie  perfectly  i 

take  the  Ii«liestint€ 

Belvedere;— a  degn 
I  hate  nerer  felt  i 

P-ins  me  to  be  unde 
MntuBoits  which  I 
but  I  should  beunw 
were  I  to  allow  yo„( 

towuds  her  are  of  a 
character.    In  spi^  , 

a«aui<rther,onthegn 
Wtd  want  of  fortune, 
*flfectioDa  are  devotedl 
her;  and  I  can  only  aa 
demn  me  for  what  no 
u&tuation.   wnn  .%. I 
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larry,  I  gave  >ou  credit  for  more  eenu.  Tlita 
rlupaodical  style  u  very  pardonable  in  schoot- 
buye,  and  Uiis  inagminiinoua  diMPg-jrd  of 
worldly  advaotages  snd  proprielicx  la  precisely 
what  every  beardless  ensigu  ti)  t)ie  line  muy  be 
ffitpcctcd  to  feci,  after  a  county  bflll-room  flir- 
tation, wound  up  by  n  few  tumblen  of  cliatn- 
pagno.  Uut  really,  n  grown  man,  approaching 
the  reaKonnble  age  of  thirty ,—«  politician  and  a 

Cator,  ougbt  to  know  better." 
'  Tliere,  I  cannot  agree  with  you,  sir;" 
wered  Harry.  "  Folly,  extravagance,  or 
vice,  may  indeed  require  the  palliation  of  ex- 
treme youth,  to  eoBure  forgivcncMt  but  I  am 
yet  to  learn  thai  there  ia  any  thing  in  an 
honourable  attachment  to  a  Yurtuoua  and 
amiable  woman,  of  which  a  man  arrived  at 
jrean  of  diRcreiion,  need  be  osliamed." 

"  I  con  ncarcely  call  that  attacliniont  honour- 
\abte,''  rejoined  Lord  Calrerley,  "  which  aoU 
Bit  defiance  the  proprieties  of  life,  and  the 
dutlsa  of  oar  station,    llie  nm«  Ui>e  of  argu- 


U   4    ■  ^      UUUHf    UL 

of  course  ii  amiaile,  t 
the  influence  of  lier  < 
by  possibilliy,  be  virtuo 
"Good  God !"excl«i 
culty  repressing  his  {r« 
parwon  j  "  cim  yoa  fi 
fnw^ne  any  analogy  b 

ooni>cjcion8ofwliicb>-ou 

where  ediicalion,  rcfinen 

ntw,  talents  and  acrompl 

f^et, — etery  thing,  in  «), 

fw^Mce    the   single    ol^ 

objection    wliich,    howen 

hare  appeared  to  the  in 

ourancMtors  in  days,  dt 

■lie  projrrei*  of  msMn^ 
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want  no  commoD-places  about  the  march  of 
bitcllcct ;    of  which,    God    knovrs,  we  bear 
enough,  and  tog  much,  to  our  cost.     Recollect 
we  «re  alane, — arguing  the  ca*i;  on  ite  own 
merits ;  and  all  the  conventional  slang  which  it 
suits   our  purpoKC   to  employ   in   the  public 
discussion  of  politico]  matters,  is  rery  much 
out  of  place  here,  where  there  is  nobody  to  be 
taken  ill  by  it.     Does  it  follow  tliat  because  we 
find  it  expedient,  on  the  husliags,  or  in  the 
bouM,  to  humour  the  folly  and  arrogance  of 
the  people,  by  high  sounding  phrases  and  un- 
auaning  professions  of  a  republican  tendency, 
— does  it  follow,  I  say,  that  wc  should  be  in- 
fluenced by  these  Utopian  bufiboneries  in  our 
conduct  as  Individuals,  or  act  up  to  their  spirit 
m  priTate  life  ?     Because  a  gentleman  may  be 
called  on  to  yield  a  tlieoreiic  assent  to  certain 
abstract  principles  of  equality,  and  so  forth, 
must  he  of  necessity  degrade  himself  by   a 
mhalliancef 

"I  cannot  admit,*'  rejoined  Harry,  "that 
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^  It  would  not  perhaps  be  worth  his  while  to 
^iptrrfere.  But  when  you  reflect,  sir,  that  in 
^^pe  natural  counoof  evcnta,  you  nil)  probably 
.  be,  At  nu  rery  distant  period,  the  represcnln- 
^^pro  of  one  of  the  most  sncient  houMs  in  iing- 
^^■nd— 4  fiiniily,  *ir,  whouc  pretcnsionxi  as  part 
^Hr  tlut  British  ariAtocmey,  nre  far  superior  to 
^Hhmo  of  my  Lonl  Belvedere  hiuiMsIf,  nnd  nil 
^Irfao  e»cr  bore  tlic  naineof  Tyrinj-haiu, — when 
you  reflect  on  oil  this,  1  do  say,  that  it  is  your 
thitjf  to  consult  the  dignity,  or  if  yoa  think 
proper  «o  to  phraac  tt,  the  prejudicft  of  your 
ftoiUy,  by  aelccting  for  your  wife, — the  sharer 
of  yotir  ancestral  honour*,  a  person  whose 
allUim,  if  it  does  not  add  to  the  splendour  of 
thsl  hinUy,  will  iit  leaat  cnCAil  no  discredit  on 
the  Aiture  inheritors  of  your  ancient  nauie." 

"  Rely  upon  it,  my  lord,"  Miid  Horry,  "no 
woman  whom  I  select  for  my  wife,  shall  ever 
tnlaii  ditcredit  on  .my  family.  I  regret  ex- 
Irenely  that  our  views  should  difler  so  widely 
in  •  matter  of  this  importance  ;  but  I  cannot, 

K   5 
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appears,  flatter  myself  vritli  the  pro«pect  of 
exercising  any  monl  influence  over  you.  Bfi 
it  to  t  It  b,  I  cuppoM,  another  '  sign  of  the 
tiiae«,'  uid,  an  additional  evidence  of  the 
*  owrcli  of  mind.'  Uiit  I  have  nothing  more 
to  My.  You  may  rett  asturetl  tliat  you  will 
never  obtnin  iny  nanction  to  your  marriage 
with  Lady  Beli-edcrc ;  you  are  therefore  quite 

(right  to  act  in  dcBance  of  my  wishes." 
t     "It  will  always  grieve  me,  my  dear  uncle, 
lo  act  in  opposition  to  them ;  and  I  etill  in- 
dulge a  hope  that  you  may  alter  your  opinion 
coni»niing  this  aSair.      In  the  meantime,  as 
there  ia  no  immediate  prospect  of  my  being 
able  to  carry  my  matrimonial  intentions  into 
«0^t,  I  trust  that  my  candour  in  the  avowal 
of  my  real  «eiitiinenla,  will  not  be  the  means 
of  producing  any  unpleasant  feeling  between 
us.     Believe  me,  I  shall  always  be  most  anx- 
ious to  consult  your  wislies,  and  be  guided  by 
your  advice,  whenever  I  can  do  bo  consistently 
with  ray  duty  lownrde  myself  and  others,    ilut 


**  nAanr  calvbel*) 

yon  wiJJ  bear  in  mind,  that  M 
which  I  plead  guilly,  «  not  , 
arowih.     It  existed,  and  W  | 

t:Ured,  long  before  I  had  My  ro 

>o«  took  any  inter«L  If  „y  , 
-omc  degree  altered,  by  „h,t,,„ 
occumrd.  an.  I  ,o  make  ihat  alb 
"^«t  for  a  change  in  to,  condu« 

Pti«.ofn,y«ff-e«iona,-f„ba« 
tJ«  genuine  K-ntim^nt,  of  „,  j^ 

you  would  no.  urge  me  to  ehis?- 
"  *  *^™  "Jre-dy  Mid,  Harry,"  t 

GUverJey  sullenly,  but  «theraoa 

I  sli-Ilinterfm.  no  farther ..  tl»atj| 
you."  i 

"N«y.-,«dHa„y,  "IdoS 

yo«rinicrfcrence;„or«.iJlI  desp 

J-V  obtaining  your  «mctiofu     Belie, 

mmt  «c  Udy  Belvedere,  and  tti 

before  you  pronounce  her  unworli 
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<u  to  overlook  ihc  defect  of  birtb  under 
drciimituncci,  you  will  at  once  iclcnoir- 
jke  that  she  deserrea  to  form  the  exception 
Mir  general  rule." 

My  rule  is  not  only  gatertU,"  said  Lord 

lerley, — "  it   ia    invariabfe,    Harry.      But 

Hu  uy  you  have  no  immediate  intention 

urryinf!  her,  we  will  not  quarrrl  about  it 

t      Of  course  the  it)  an  ange)|  as  long  as 

I  do  not  see  anybody  whom  you  like  better. 

/  am  too  old  to  fall  in  love  at  first  tight. 

by  rale.     For  the  prceent  we  will  say  no 

B  about  (he  matter." 


J 
Si 

« 

at 
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tnuit.    So  give  mc  my  Hlipi>ers  tnd  dressing- 
gown,  iind  tell  liim  to  wulk  up." 

••  Good  moming,  Hurry,"  continued  he,  as 

Hour  h«ro  was  ushered  into  the  '  Castle  of  !»• 

Hdolcncc ;'  "  you  arc  up  rather  early,  and  1 

^  fcftt  1  am  in  bed  ratlier  Ute ; — but  rcnliy,  After 

,— there  is  so  little    in    this   world  worth 

Iting  up  for, — especially  when  you  take  the 

Mry  of  shaving  into  consideration,  that  it 

aome  time  to  reconcile  one  to  so  great  an 

xertion,  which  is  daily  to  be  undertaken  for 

■o  tery  inadequate  an  object." 

^B  "  Fits,"  said  Harry,  as  soon  as  they  were 

alone,  "  I  am  realty  going  to  put  your  friend- 

ahip  to  tJic  test." 

K   "Well,    Harry,"   answered    Lumley,    "] 

^^hink  1  may  venture  to  say,  that  you  will  find 

il  MlrrltHg.     But  what  is  the  matter  now !! — 

^Whom  are  jou  going  to  shoot  V 

**  Nobody,"  &Aid  liarryi  "  not  even  myself, 
— allhougli  1  should  hjive  more  excuses  than 


1 

immediately,  on  a  most 

"  The  devil  you  xan 

naaihg  away  with  you 

"  P«ha !  my  dear  Li 

That  foolish  boy,   ^m 

got  into  llic  moat  ooiai 

contrired  to  lose  fiftec 

pUy,    to    Bubb  Tomlri 

and  Cmmt  Somebody. 

hundred  pence    to    me 

does  not  know  where  i 

money.    He    writes   om 

pledged  himself  to  pay 

if  somebody  does  not  o 

he    muat   positively  gi»e 
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necestary  fonnaiitie.'^  require  time,  oiicl 
want  tliv    fin«en  hundred    pouoda  mne' 

I 

tlialeijf.     Ill  this  omcrgcocy, ,,..," 

^ft     "  Say    no    more !  "    Interrupted     LumUj. 

^■*  The  money  i*  yours,  and  aa  mucli  more  is 

^you  want.    I  wiU  write  a  cheque  for  it  tliti 

moment. — But  why  nc«d  you  take  the  trouble 

of  going  to  Paris,  00  tbiit  account!  The  sum 

U  easily  remitted." 

"  True ! — But  for  more  reasons  than  one, 
it  is  expedient  thnt  I  sIiouUl  myself  be  the 
bearer  of  it.  In  the  iintt  place,  no  vrilten 
leelure  can  have  hnlf  the  efTect  ou  tlte  iniiid 
^Kpf  oiy  hopeful  brotliur,  that  the  eisd  toctr 
'^blatdng  tip  with  which  I  mean  to  favour 
him,  will,  I  hope,  produce.  In  the  second 
place, — the  nuitlcr  roust  be  siflod ; — as  from 
the  character  of  Lord  St.  Kitts,  and  my 
total  igtioranco  respecting  the  tliird  person 
cuncemed,  1  Jo  not  feel  quite  secure  that 
tbcrc  may  not  have  been  foul  pUy  in  the 
business.    It  seems,  George  lleneage,  of  the 
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th,  wu  of  Uie  party,    _ 

gwMer    .iifferer    than   Spen 

know  he  i.  very  grem,  as  w 

St.  KiWs,    wo    all    know,    h*. 

thew  ten  jrcars;  anJ  they  uy 

»«•  beeo  getUng  rid  of  hU  loo 

9t»ntitie»,  suico  he  left  Engla 

it  wu  a  conspiracy;— but  it 
one," 

tumley  ahoofe  hig  hcad.^ 

low.-  BaicI  he,  »  nothing  »  k 

bring  home  n  charge  of  tlut  tli 

were  it  not  in  it«If  highJy  imp, 

*'iree  gentiemen  may  hare  avai 

of  their  superior  science,  a^ 

our  two  unsophisticated  iHond 

then,  in  a  legitimate  way ;    bat 

«""*,  "all  honourable  men  I 

they  can  be  proved  to  have  acti 

*liich    I   repeat,  is   very    unlike 

thing  tliat  your  hrotJier  can  do,  j, 

money,  and  hare  done  with  it. 


UARRY   CALVBRLEY. 


sn 


•: 


tills  sort  is  Bomeliinea  a  uxeful  tcsson,  though 
it  may  be  rather  an  expensive  one,  and  tlie 
lesBor  to  whom  one  U  indebted  for  it  may 
bsve  some  cUim  to  more  t]ian  one  of  the 
Nttributc*  of  Mercury.  So  pmy  be  cautioua 
how  you  net  when  you  arc  in  Paris." 

"  Alnny  thank*  for  your  good  advice !"  said 

mny,  "  which  I  shall  follow,  if  I  can.  As 
lo  tile  moneyt  you  see  1  take  you  at  your 
word.  My  uncle  you  would  nnturally  sup- 
po«e  to  be  my  mark,  on  Huch  an  occasion. — " 

"  Indeed  I  should  suppose  no  such  thing  i" 
Interrupted  Lumley. — "  I  consider  my  claim 
better  than  that  of  tiny  uncles-  I  thought  wc 
had  settled  that." 

^  "As  you  please,"  said  Harry,  "I  shall 
certainly  not  dispute  your  ctnim,  at  least  while 
I  am  so  delicately  reminding  you  of  what  it 
entails  upon  you.  But  I  wits  going  lo  observe, 
that  I  am  ju^t  now  more  than  usually  reluctant 

apply  to  his  lordship, — lu  we  have  had  a 
little  misunderstanding, — not  amounting  to  a 
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"»  n>7  intei 
'  Wdl.-  s«id  Lami 

roToadit  OB  Li 
he.  t  Pkri^  wd  JO 

"  A  dioua^d  than] 

fin  for  tbe  pkwqc." 
'Y>»r    acknovledj 

■B    qacMini;    ••  what 
ToataeowferHowan 

"XoteXMtijr;'*8ud 

JOB  Blight  hsTC  ohsen 
aflowaace  fiu-   ^..^..-^ 
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u  long  M  I  tire ;  and  111  get  up  a  con* 
for  the  jiurpose  of  extinguishing  you, 
tociaUyt  politicany,  and  morally. — Vou  shall 
ba  oougbi»l  down  at  St.  Stephen's,  and  black* 
baUsd  at  WlnU's ;— the  patronesaei  of  AX- 
audc'a  Mhall  pan  a  vote  of  perpetunl  exchi- 
tloa  Bgain&t  you,  and  you  shall  be  elected  by 
k^bution  into  the  literary  Union  1 — So 
|^H^^ar-«  d  votis  !  " 

^"Well;"  rejoined  Harry,  "it  seems  my 
■tDds  are  at  as  great  a  discount  sa  those  of 
Be  Spaftbh  Cortes.  N'importc.  I  will  not 
Hurel  with  you  about  it,  aa  the  aiTait  at  the 
Horse  Guards  will  soon  b«  nrranged,  and  1 
shall  CM-'apc  from  the  clutches  of  so  unmanage- 
H)le  a  creditor." 

"  And  do  you  really  mean  to  say  that  you 

(II  aell  out,  in  order  to  discharge  this  debt  V* 
"  £rcn  EO.     Dut  you  need  not  attempt  (o 
pie  th«  pmnt,  my  dear  Lumley,  as  my  mind 
made  up.^Not  even  from  my  best  friend, — 
and  1  aincercly  believe  that  no  man  can  bavr 


repay  it.** 

"  And  this  you  a 
to  the  test,  forsoott 
would  hftve  advanced 
tenna.  I  wonder  yc 
ducting  so  much  for  < 

"  Nay,"  said  Har 
my  acknowledgment, 
a  deht  of  honour,  w 
paid  with  as  httle  del 

"  WeQ,  Harry,  I  n 
a  tenacity  of  purpose 
which  are  absolutely 
leare  town  i 

"  Early  to-morrow 
leave  for  three  weel 
house." 
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mdearouring  to  muster  energy  sufficient  for  a 
jfHuney  to  Paris." 

"  My  dear  fellow,  I  shall  be  delighted  to 
b*Te  you  for  a  travelliog  companion ; — but  I 
give  you  fair  notice  that  I  cannot  afford  to 
defer  my  departure,  or  loiter  on  the  way.  If 
yoa  can  make  your  arrangementB  so  as  to  be 
off  to-morrow,  and  your  distaste  for  loco- 
motion will  aUow  you  to  travel  as  fast  as  post 
hones  can  drag  us, — come,  by  alt  means." 

"Be  it  so!  then.  There  is  no  difficulty 
■bout  either  of  your  conditions.  I  have  no 
•rrangemeDts  to  make,  but  such  as  my  invalu- 
able iactotum  Watkins  can  achieve  without 
putdng  me  to  any  trouble.  I  need  not  apply 
to  head-quarters,  for  my  battalion  is  at  the 
Tower,  and  I  have  two  months'  leave.  I  may, 
perhaps,  as  well  spend  three  weeks  of  it  in 
Paris,  as  any  where  else ;  although  I  had 
intended  to  enjoy  the  otium  cum  dig.  without 
passing  the  turnpikes. — As  to   your  rate    of 


.7   *e* 


iacb  li  S. 

these  cim 

men:  u  rot 

sion,    I  [bin 

terrors  of  th 

ffmrnde  rowte  h 

This  matter 

ranged,  the   fir. 

sooner  bad  Hu 

Lumley  hurried 

^"i^'dif^.—aad  poi 
'^"y   of  br^^i^f^ 


'■■  into  a  room  wliere  about  fifteen 

laires  of  iliOcrent  grades  and 

..ixiously  awaiting  ilieir  turn  of 


ftbfl  goodness  lo  give  his  lordship 

mid   Lutnlcy   to    tlic  attendant 

f»ml  &s)'  lliut  I  «tiou)d  Iw  gliu)  of  two 

[conterbulion  witli  liim.'' 

Inrdtliip  ii  «ngjiged  at  pre^^nt,  sir. 

naitic  down!"  suid  the  n>an,  hesitat< 

ly  luune  in  down  there,  sir,"  said  Lum- 

1  a  rnihor  supercilious  tone,  nnd  pointing 

^  card.     "  Yuu  will  lind  thiit  IhtU  ■■  luf- 

.'ho  mnn  muttered  something  not  very  in- 
^^Sfiblc,  and  disappeared, — while  the  assem* 
^Hd  ootnpwiy  uf  expectants  eyed  the  pereiiip- 
^Vy  stranger  willi  looks  more  cxpres^ite  of 
P,  urprise  than  t>enevolence.  But  dire  indeed 
I  was  the  indignation,  and  nudiblc  the  grumbling 
of  more  than  one  wcatlier-btfatcn  and  elderly 
VOL.   itt.  L 


inth  whom  he  bad  b 
tendant  re-entered  tl 
somMned,  in  r  load 
Bant-Oolood  Jenks,  3r 
— or  Csptain  SinpooD 
u  in  the  legidraate  ord 
bavc  done.— bat  "  O 
Grenadier  Goards." 

"  Too  bad !  uojoM 
putiaHty,"  &c.  &c.  m 
to  each  other,  in  snbdi 
upon  the  imoonsdous  ai 
in  the  minds  of  all  pre 
ing  towards  the  intei 
hoosdiold  troops,  and 
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)m  King  Chsrlei  the  Seconili  ihst  Lomley 
was  indebted  for  tlic  unct>n«ti(utionnl  prefer- 
ence thns  ahovrn  to  hiin;  but  limply  to  the 
tnet  of  hia  bein;;  an  intimate  frieml  of  tho 
■eeretary,  and  bavtng  enforced  his  application 
for  on  immediate  audience,  by  writing  in 
pencil,  on  hia  can) — "  one  word,  on  urgent 
basincaa." 

H^'  A  thousand  apologiea  for  this  intrusion, 
niy  dear  tnrd,"  liaid  Lumlcy,  n  soon  aa  he  had 
been  ushered  into  "  the  presence ;"  "  I  ha»e  leiV 
a  couple  of  doxen  worthy  people  outside  ready 
to  ssaassinate  me ;  so  1  will  only  detain  you 
ooe  moment.  You  have  had  an  application 
from  CaUerley, — who  was  formerly  in  the  — th 
'  ~  about  the  disposal  of  hia  half-pay." 
H*'  Very  likely,"  said  the  secretary.  "  It  ts 
your  friend  the  member  for  Talkington,  ia  it 
not?" 

"  Yea,"  said   Lnmlny.     "  Can  you  tell  me 
whether  any  steps   have   been    taken  in   the 
Rtter  Bsyet!" 


"  Only  within  this  d 
ject  of  mj  visit  is  to 
interpose  your  authori: 
for  the  prewDt  at  leaat 

"  Am  I  to  anderst 
"  that  it  is  Captain  Ci 
draw  his  application  »" 

"  /  am  not  quite  pr 
butifyouwoiild  be  so 
he  had  withdrawn  it.  y 
favour,  and  render  him 
vice." 

"  This  is  rather  irreg 

said  the  secretary,  smilin 

"Perhaps  it  is,"  said  I 

lfanA_J ■.     .1        .... 
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"  Well  then,  as  it  is  an  set  of  egregious  foUy 
on  llie  part  of  niy  friend  Calverley,  to  sell  bis 
haif-pay, — and  one  wbich  he  would  not  fail  to 
regret  ii>  kpOD  as  it  was  irrevocable,  I  merely 
wiali  to  [Kiint  out  (o  your  lordsbip,  tbat  there 
are  le^itiniale  grounds  for  refusal,  or  at  least 
for  (lie  interponition  of  certain  delays,  which 
jou  official  gentlemen  know  so  well  bow  to 
bring  into  play,  on  proper  occastoiu." 

"  We  are  genernlly  disposed  to  consider," 
Mid  the  Ki-cretary,  "  ibnt  in  nflair«  uf  this 
nattire,  a  man  is  the  best  judge  of  bis  own 
interests; — but  as  the  rule  may  admit  of  ex- 
ceptions, luid  you  teem  to  think  that  a  little 
delay  may  aflbrd  Captain  Calverley  an  oppor- 
tunity o[  amending  his  views  on  the  subject,  I 
will  iKar  your  request  in  mind." 

"  Thank  you,  my  dear  lord.  In  official 
language,  tbat  means,  I  believe,  that  nothing 
will  be  done ;  and  as  nathiHg  is  precisely  what 
]  wish  you  to  do  iii  the  present  instance,  it 
uiita  my  purpose  exactly." 


you  for  presuming  t( 
authority,  at  the  verj 
f«¥our." 

"I  •hall  tFuat  to  j 
Lumley.  '•  You  sun 
man  to,  sacrifice,  bis  jd 


UABRY   CALTEHLEY. 


CHAPTER  X. 


As  Colonel  Veeey's  departure  for  Parts 
precedctl  that  of  our  hero  und  LuRil«y,  by 
sonc  daya,  we  an;  bound  to  give  him  aUo 
tke  precedence,  in  our  report  of  sffiiirs  in 
tb«t  gay  tnetropolU,  »o  tax  tu  thoy  may  be 
conDCcted  with  tbc  subject  of  this  veracious 
history. 

liis  first  object  on  arriving  at  his  hotel, 
woa  to  ascertob  the  particular  address  of 
Moiu.  ll^mult;  and  having  obtained  it  with- 
out dililcuhy,  he  sallied  forth  the  next  morn- 
ing, to  seek  an  interview  with  the  artist,  or 


".oapijoiniment   as 
luiries,    had    made 
tbe    niMt    promising 
chances  were  still  so 
and  satisfactory  discc 
feel  sanguine  as   to  i 

doubtedlythecircunis 
strong  as  to  the  auth. 
The   lapae  of  years 
»U  recollection  of  his 
of   the  artist,— or   if 
dwelt  on  the   tablets  o 
book,  what  security  vr» 
sequent  career  of  a  pe 
merely  have  known  profi 
claimed  any  sban:  of  hi 
iAing  would  most  proba 
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ived,  even  by  a  partial  and  scanty  dit- 
•y.  Ho|}e ! — of  what!  can  it  indeed  be 
Uiit  thus  contrncts  the  brow, — that 
gUret  from  out  that  wild  and  fcvorish  eye. — 
t  calls  up  the  hectic  spot  on  that  furrowed 
sallow  cheek!  How  unlike  tlic  bright 
joyous  reeling  that  poets  invest  with  such 
faadnating  attributes !  Alaa  I  the  hope  of  rew 
lufnge  l>ears  in  its  outward  BcmbUnce,  less  of 
juy  than  of  despair!  what  may  be  its  imcard 
^workings  we  need  not  en(]tiire : — it  is  a  point 
at  may  well  be  left  to  the  tmngination. 
you,  dear  reader,  never  havo  more  than 
a  theoretical  ac(|uuinlance  with  such  "  ptea- 
nlrcs  of  hope,"  and  may  tee  be  Cfpialiy  exempt 
m  their  practical  experience,  even  though 
critics  may  sneer,  and  revievrora  use  the  toma* 
hawk  with  the  relentless  ferocity  which  so  often 
characterises  the  exicutetirt  </et  Sanies  auvrei 
literary  justice ! — 

Vtwy  was  once  more  fated  to  disappoint- 
or  at  leaa  to  the  poMponemeni  of  his 


a  < 


1 

f                          rewaayt;  the  preH. 
uncertain.    So  that 
colonel,  but  to  disp. 
beat  manner  be   nti^ 
mixing  in  tiic  gaietie. 
■way  the  time.— dwell 
on  the  exciting  mbjec 

object  ofhiaviait  to  P, 

•«I    *liich    were    w, 

clainiB,  whenever    aoti 

"wnjyofhiaownmind 

'I'herc  wu  indeed,  m 

icniion  of  even  ifae  moi 

•talc  of  regenerated  F 

tioaixed  ParU;— but* 

^^^^^^IH^^  been  coni^ 
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NoturitbBtanding  thc/aecurabU  state  of  the 

w««iber,    which    wu    ebowery    aboee — and 

tuuddy  /kIow, — be  wu  not  gratified  by  the 

mibliinc  spectacle  of  the  queen  and  princesses 

Irnvening  the  street  in  pattens,  with  crinuon 
I 
IbapoCton  umbrellas   under  tbcir  amu, — neither 

^■■M  it  rslablislipd    to   bis    satisfactioni   as  a 
^Srell  autlienticatetl  fact,  that  any  lover  of  de* 
mocrattc  simplicity,  might "  drop  in  "  about  din- 
ner-time at  the Tuilcrics, and  take  "  /jvt  luck" 
I      with  the  tuost  chridtion  king.     As  neither  of 
^■bese  "  concessions  to  popular  opinion  "  bow- 
^HlM't  found  a  place  in  bis  ulopia  of  gorern- 
BMDt,    we   cannot    say  that    the    dignity  of 
the  (brone  of  the  barricadca,  Buffered  much 
Hin  hia  eatitnatioii,  in  coneoquence. 

As  the  colonel's  visit  to  Pari*  was  one  of 
business,  lie  liiid  given  hlRinclf  no  trouble  to 
procure  intra4lucliona,  bebg  little  di5)>osed 
to  mix  in  society,  at  tueh  a  nvonient,  and 
fully  intending  to  return  immedintely  to  Lon- 
don, if  be  should  fail  in  obtaining  the  desired 


London, — a  strong  detac] 

United  Service,  and  no  ii 

of  the  Oriental,  being  at 

in  the  extermination  of 

by  the  various  means  a 

the  dheeavrf    in    the   f 

therefore    got    through 

between  hia  arrival  at  tl 

the  return  of  Monsieur  N 

patience,  going  the  usui 

caf6s,  reitauratu,  and  sa 

4ome  one  or  other  of  hi 

omitting  his  daily  enqu 

laPaix;  until  at  length, 

tress,   on  vhoni   devolvt 
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id  Uie  furmer  haJ  gone  through  tlie  frntcr- 

nal  duties  whicti  formed  the  object  of  hix 

joumeyi  in  the  most  idifjiiig  and  exemplary 

maniter.    The  teuonnble  relief  which  at  so 

great «  |>enonol  ucrifiM,  he  brought  to  his 

bopoful  cat/el,  wai  nut  nupplied  without  the 

accoinpitnimrnl  of  u  cerrain  ynanluM  of  objur- 

KBtimi  1    which    saJulary   fliu:ipline,    liowever, 

Uru  of  course  much   nwre  a|uringl)-  adminis- 

^■sred,   than   it  would  have  be«n,   if  the  ex< 

^■nple  of  the  censor  himself  could  have  been 

ap[K-ak-d   to   by   the    culprit,  in   cxtenuatiun 

of  bu  delinquency  i  nii  in  all  such  cases  the 

moralist  is  obliged  to  moke  up  in  hnnlineee, 

I  for  whdt  he  wants  in  authority. 
The  peniieni  Spencer  submitted  with  great 
leaignation  nnci  humility,  to  Harry's  wcll- 
weritvd  aniniad  versions  on  his  folly,  as  the 
price  of  his  extrication  from  the  difficulties 
which  it  had  entailed  upon  him.  lie  was, 
OS  might  be  expected,  most  vehement  in  hii 
expressions  of  regret  for  what  had  happened, 


u  for  the  nngaUrity 
kept  fan  «i»d. 

\nih  Ktpe^  to  tfa 
wUeh  tbe  mooey  had 
loand  Aat  it  wsa  qui 
in  qoMlkwi  die  inlegi 
There  wu  in  fiict, 
■nfudoD  of  fiml  [di 
been  improeut  aStet  thi 
k^nu's  hotd,  uid  Spen 
nUj  vdl  known  to 
mmrk  toe  sharpen.  1 
ratify  of  engaging  a 
cireniBalaDeed,  in  sue 
wiideTirion  of  a  di 
howerer  it  anwlit  itih 
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irid,  for  any  aspersion  on  their  honour  as 
ileinen. 

money  was  therefore  paid,  without 
itmimi  or  deoior;  nntl  Harry  contenKd 
himaelf  ^th  strongly  rccommcDdinj;  liis  bro- 
tbtr  to  keep  clear  of  all  impromptu  supfien 
T  the  opera,  in  which  Mr.  I'omkyns  and 
St.  KitU  miKht  be  inclintd  to  display 
their  dangerous  hospitality;  earnestly  enjoin- 
ing upon  him  at  the  nunc  time,  the  study 
of  Cocker's  Arithmetic,  as  likely  to  preserve 
huB  from  falling  into  such  egregiotu  mitcal* 
eulations  of  his  means,  as  that  by  which  he 
had  latvly  been  a  sufferer. 
1  This  ailiiir  having  been  settled  to  the  satia- 
&etion  of  all  parties,  except  our  hero, — 
who  could  so  ill  afford  the  mooey  which 
he  had  been  obliged  to  dUburae,  Lunik y 
had  no  difficulty  in  per&uading  him  to  remaiu 
for  a  week  or  ten  days  in  Paris,  and  enjoy 
:  relaxation  from  the  laboura  of  tli« 


Happening  one  nig 
Variith,  the  first  p< 
entering  the  box,  was ' 
had  not  seen  him  rint 
conTersstion.  They 
pearonce  of  cordialitjf 
colonel's  with  much 
Harry  apparently  ah 
tary  duties,  and,  coi 
London.  Between 
there  existed  that  ec 
ance  so  common  whei 
brought  into  juxtapo 
social  and  oonrinal  s 
actual  introduction  h 
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linUiicc  into  positive  intimacy,  wbere  there 
1 00  unfavourable  prepossession  to  be  got 
tr  on  citlicr  siilv.  Ttiis  was  decidedljr  the 
owe  in  the  prcfcnt  instance ;  and  accordingly 
a  very  feir  minutes  pKMcd  in  conversation 
(luring  the  entrticte,  did  more  towards  placing 
ibcm  on  tema  of  friendly  familiarity,  titan  a 
six  mondis'  course  of  occasional  commeiuaiUy 
(wc  must  be  allowed  (lie  coinage)  and  inter- 
niuing  salutatioos  could  have  efiecte*)  in 
London. 

"Do  you  make  any  itay  in  Paris?" entiuir«d 
Uw  colonel,  of  Calverley. 

A" A  few  days:"  answered  Harry;  "I  shall 
^H^n  over  Tuesday.  1  suppose  I  shall  nteet 
^QU  at  the  bull  nt  the  l^mbassy  on  that 
[ht.* 

f*'  So;"  said  the  colonel,  "  I  have  no  busi- 

ftt  balls,  being  generally  an  inactive  spc«- 

on  these  occasions.     Besides,  I  brought 

lelt«ni,  and   have  not  'shown  up'  »t  the 

nltassy.     I  came  here,  with  the  intention  of 


friends  whom  I 
urging  me  to  lea' 
or  whatever  may 
de  VAmbaaMode ; 
know  me  from 
strong  measure 
on  the  strength  < 

"  Nay,  loy  dea 
are  plenty  of  pe« 
that  could  reall; 
of  your  friends  ■ 
this  fhte,  you  mm 
and  what  is  mor 

"  You  should 
do,"  said   Lumi 
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eioiiet>eaa  of  pcrvpiring  like  to  many  PoUtical 
JnionifiU.  Hut  (in  an  occnvion  like  tlic  present, 
le  honour  of  our  country  is  at  stake ;  the 
play  of  Britiih  origina/s  will,  I  bear,  be 
neoclous — unequaik-d  etnce  the  last  prise 
sbov  at  Smithficld.  It  bi-conicSt  thcre- 
I,  the  bounilcn  duty  of  every  [ireteiUablv 
ugtinhRioit  to  rally  round  ttie  representative 
^of  bis  sovereign,  and,  as  far  a*  itt  him  lies, 
ereot  the  pktftical  character  of  the  Briti«h 
tion  from  being  estimated  acconling  to  the 
ifortunate  apeciniena  witli  vrbicb  it  is  the 
ban!  lot  of  hia  excellency  to  be  afflicted,  in 
er  or  leas  numbers,  on  certain  nigbia  in 
year,  when  his  national  hospitality  ii 
Droed  to  take  a  very  extensive  range." 
•'  I  fear,"  said  Vcscy,  smiling,  "  that  I 
luuld  run  some  danger  of  being  included 
your  CttU'gory  of  quizzes.  \S\%\\  my  saffron 
and  ontediltiviiin  style  of  neckcloth,  I 
boold  make  but  a  lorry  ncprcscntatire  of  your 
republic  of  fasbiun." 


aims  at  despotiem,  I  ral 
all  good  Tories,  I  am  a 
tnonarchy  and  rational 
little  in  commoD  with 
tyranny  in  queatioo.  £ 
dictates,  and  fear  of  i 
moi,  strong  character! 
every  rank  of  life.  Yo 
injustice  to  class    me 

"  Far  from  it,  I  ast 
"  Your  claims,  I  am  a 
order.  I  perfectly  agrei 
Dandyism  was  made  fa 
a  gentleman,  par  la  g. 
beyond  what  kincrs  ran  ' 
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no  bar  lo  hi*    Dobilily,  or   »tiiin  on  bis 

wage." 

**  Tbera  U  do  lelling  whnt  U  might  liare 

.  in  the  nge  of  chivalry^  wliicli  wiui  nut  ilic 

age  olcrcdit,  ccrtninly,"  said  Lutntry.    "  But 

our  day,  judging   from  usual  practice,  I 

lould  Bay,   that    paying  the   unconscionable 

demands  of  those  interesting  functioiiario,  itas 

eonudereil  the  most  derogatory  proceeding  of 

the  two." 

Calverk'y  did  not  part  vritli  the  colonel  that 
night,  unlil  be  had  obtained  hii  address,  and 
arruiged   some   lionizing    expedition    fur  the 
Ibroe*  on  the  ensuing  day.     Our  hero  was  on 
every  account  anxious  to  be  ciiil  (o  Vescy  t — 
and  it  was  no  doubt  owing  to  bis  representa- 
tion of  tho  coluncl'it  character  and  station,  in 
tbe  proper  quartfr,  tJial  in  tliu  course  of  the 
^kext  four-and-twenty  hours,  a  card  was  de- 
Hlfvercd  nt  his  hotel,  inviting  him  to  tJie   Itte 
■«C  thv  eiiihassy.     Veacy  was  not  quite  nwarc 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  this  polite  alien- 


ciuiing  to  join  tlieir  i 
Monsieur  H^rault'sret 
certain,  according  to  tfa 
porter's  lodge,  he  wou 
Mupense  fora  few  daya 
OTCumstances,  he  was 
himself  of  such  resoi 
chance  might  throw  in 
Like  most  of  his  cc 
rank  in  society,  Vesey, 
was  an  agreeable  com] 
his  long  residence  in  th 
taste  to  draw  but  sp 
reminisceaces,  in  convi 
conscious  of  his  ability 
share  to  the  j;eneral  t 
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is  kll  ibe  political  iinportnncc  of  iheir  lint 
•ctiion,  could  be  leu  unrMsonnbly  addicted  to 
parliamentary  taUti — and  ns  to  Luniley,  he 
had  too  long  eurrived  his  parade  nnd  guard- 
room predilectiona,  lo  be  yery  partial  to  the 
diicuuion  of  profcisional  inaltert  contwcted 
with  Ilia  mfljcHty's  household  troops. 

With  tlicsc  negative  recommendationB,  in 
•ddilion  lo  the  positive  socia)  powers,  poa- 
■Msed  by  each,  they  were  mutually  well 
pleucd  Willi  one  another;  and  Harry,  being 
pMtkutnrly  anxious  to  cultivate  the  acquoinl- 
•noe  of  a  person  whom  he  strongly  tuspcctcd 
be  Liuly  Belvedere's  fulher,  nnd  who  at 
•ny  rate,  wait  evidently  an  influential  con- 
nexion, seconded  lo  well  the  soctiil  diaposiliun 
of  the  colonel  towards  Lumlcy  and  hiinulT,. 
that  the  trio  generally  found  theiiuelvct  to- 
gether during  a  great  part  of  the  day. 

Bui  Vesey'M  patience  was  at  lengtli  lu  be 
rewarded.  Monsieur  11^-rault  rclunifd  to 
Pkrti,  and  in   anaver  to  a  note    from    the 


™  luc  inre: 

requested.     Vesey 
menti  and  on  givinj 
WM   immediately  u 
where   Monsieur  H. 
Tisit  with  an  an«iet 

own.— the  artist's  eui 
excited  by  what  he  1 
guished  stranger's  p, 
to  see  him. 

Monsieur  Herault 

talkative  little  man,  1 

with  twinlding  grey  ey 

choracler,  peering  fron 

eye-brows   that  might 

especially  when  compa 

his  head,— which  was  , 
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wbtt  well   ahBTed;   and   instead  of  brocaded 
drtttiag-gown,  Persian  slipjwrs,  bowift  Gree, 
flee.  hU  costume  exhibited  nothing  retnurkabte, 
excr|>t   a   Kruputous  degree  of  neatnesv,  m- 
Touring  sonieirhat  of  Carlirm,  and  the  abtencc 
of  the  little  red  ribbon  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
II     which  he  hfid  hitherto  e*cnpcd  )>y  »  tninicle! 
^B   He  received  the  colonel  Kith  every  demon* 
r     BCration  of  courletj^ ;    but  the  lalter,  oo  his 
entrance  into  the  room,  drew  back   in  somo 
^Barprite  und  vesstion,  when  he  perceived  an 
^^*  elegantly  drofned  female  "  in  p0MC»*ion  of 
I      "  the  chair."      He  begged  to  remind  Mon- 
sieur  Il^rault,   that   the  object  of  this  Tt»t 
waa  conltdenlijt,  but  tbe  artiat  at  once  pledgnd 
himself  for  the  discretion  of  his  fair  friend — 
it  waa  only  his  lay-figure ! 

flaving  gone  through  the  necessary  preli- 

of  apology  and  explanation,  Vetey 

produced  tbe  minbturc,  and  begged  lo 

low  whether   Monsieur  llfrault  recognised 

it  one  of  lib  own  w  orks. 

VOL.  lU.  ■ 


a   iwug    ume    Bgo— a] 

I  was  then  compaimtii 

my  nMDQer  waa  anforn 

— M  yoa  may  percei 

ezeeidion  which  it  ei 

the  productions  of  n 

TUiced  period. — Ah, 

perfectly — and  a  nngi 

•  great  deal  of  cha 

the  likeness  is  certa 

I  think  erery  one  Will 

become  of  Monaieiir 

have  quite  forgotten  I 

"  Is  it  possible;' 

tone  of  the  deepest  dj 

recollect  nothing  of 
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But,  }'ou  will  forgire  mc  for  sttfing  ao — it 
is  so  difficult  to  recollect  your  English  nsinus." 

"  It  was  nil  Ivnglwti  mime,  then! — you  arc 
sure  of  that  I" — raid  tiie  colonel,  cBgvrly. 

"  L'ndoubtnlt)-  Engliiih.  IIv  Hpokc  French 
rcinoriuibly  well,  though ; — alnioxt  u*  well  at 
imoHMicur  /'  added  he,  with  lui  obliging  smile. 

Vesey  waa  little  disposed  to  heed  ihc  com- 
plintpnt,  whetlier    detervcd    or  not.      Every 

IobaervAtion  of  H^ruull*s,  digrcttinj;  from  the 
trtxo  iwtnl,  wan  exa«))eniting  to  bis  frclingn, 
■|A  prulon^atioti  of  his  torturiiig  suitpente. 
"Was  tlie  picture  puintcd  in  England?" 
enquired  be,  aa  calmly  as  his  impatience 
i«ould  bUow, 
"  Not  exACtly  in  ISngland  ;  maU  bien  dans 
/<■«  flatt  de  sa  majesti  SriianHiytie.  The 
Cut  i»,  I  have  been  very  little  in  Knglniid, 
properly  »o  called, — merely  passing  through 
h  d  la  hAle; — R  circumBtancc  which  I  very 
nmcli  regret ;  ni  no  man,  I  assure  you,  Hur- 
pAiscs    me    in    respect    for  your   great  aud 


—     -ji.jjiai 

mind  with  a  crowd  . 
to  my  heart." 

Poor  Vesey  could  1 
Bat  he  was  obliged  t 
flattered,  &c." 

"  H^iere  did  you  s 
resumed  be. 

"  I  am  almost  cert 
"  although  one  may  b< 
tance  of  time ;— I  thin 
that  it  was  painted  a 
I  pasaed  several  years  i 
— *t  a  time  when  my  j 
my  relatiotu  with  his  A 
then  Comte  d'Artois,  i 
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•*  Well,  but."  said  Vcsey,  "  you  ny  ihe 
BunUturc  was  paioled  in  Edinburgh?** 

"  Why,  yes!  I  ua  slniost  certain  of  if,—' 
but  you  will  probably  remember  if  Monitieur 

,  his  brother,  I    prcsutneT — No! — well» 

then,  a  reUtion,  no  doubt — perhaps  you  will 
recollect  whctlter   he   waa    at   Edinburgh   in 

is— r 
"  Monueur  H^rault !"  taid  the  colonel,  "  I 
irgret  to  say  that  I  am  wholly  unable  to  asmRt 
your  remioiscences.  The  fact  is,  my  only 
object  in  troubling  you  with  this  visit,  is  to 
btain  from  you,  as  the  painter  of  this  mini** 
,  euch  information  as  you  may  {Msseiis  con- 
ming  tlie  original.  What  I  know  of  him, 
itnounta  to  very  little ; — but  I  will  acknowledge 
bat  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  me  to 
rtain  more.  You  will,  therefore,  confer 
me  a  lasting  obligation,  if  you  will  simply 
tat0  all  that  you  know  respecting  him-, — 
lapccially  any  particulars  of  liis  career  subse- 
guenlly  to  the  period  at  which  he  sat  to  youi 


livery  thing  I  k„, 
very  much   at  your   » 

curioai^oDaU  these,  po 
-^t  is  reallys  too  etapu 

^Weiwfc*— that,  at  least 

cat  ID  two  or  three  ndnu 

So  Baying,  he  walked 

wfiich  stood  in  a  comer  . 

*«™  it  a  tnemoraodum.  I 
siODg. 

-  "  You  Bee,"  continued 

vantage  trf  regularity  in 

Here  I  base,  regularly  em 

notice  of  ewry.  portrait,  0 

executed  fay  me,  since  I  i 
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ig  my  sitters,  which,  from  time  to  time, 
I  ma)-  have  judged  cither  curious  or  important. 
Par  exemplo,  one  of  my  earliest  patrons  wa» 
Monsieur    de  Chateaubriaod,  and  comme  de 
raUoti,   I   have,  as   you   vrill  see  here,  noted 
down  Home  of  the  highly  interesting  psriicu- 
'Urs  of  his  political  life,  that  haw  come  under 
I     my  Unmediato  olwervatioii,  nod  — " 
I      "  My  dear  sir,"  interrupted  Ve*ey,  in  as 
I  placid  a  tone  as  he  could   command,   "  for- 
^L^ve  my  impatience.     At  any  other   time,  1 
beg  to  nsEuru  you,  the  hiography  of  Monsieur 
dc  Clialcauhriaiid  would  be  a  subject  of  great 
interest;  but,  really,  just  at  present,  my  anx- 
iety about  the  original  of  this  niininture  ia  so 
intenae,  that  it  supersedes  all  other  considera- 
liooa.    You  liave  led  roe   to  hope  that  the 
miMtf  which  you  were  endeavouring  to  recol- 
lect just  now,  might  have  found  a  place  in  thai 
book." 

"  Not  a  doubt  of  it,  sir,"  said  tlie  good- 


""Mtton,  omitted  Ott 
mme.  Let  tne  sc^ 
hard  frost,  w«  it  tI 
yeari  before— wVwywrti 
•  Milord  Kinlocli,'--'  L 
— '  L«  Lord  Provost, 
■>Vo  muM  try  ilic  ava 
>V4.  Jiave  got  j,j,„  ^M 

UiB  name  Is  Q-CIar— < 
"ClatgM  agdnl"  «] 
much  disappointed  I— fo 
J'wrauk  tniglit  liRve  &,) 
nunw.  '■  Had  }<,u  no  r 
Clarges  wus  a  flctilioiu  d 

"  Wett,  forgire  my  cu 
un .^M 
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woman  of  his  own.    In  fact  it  was  for  her  that 

rpsmted  this  miniature,  if  I  recollect  aright." 
"  You  M)'  site  was  handsome !     Have  you 
a  diatinct  recolleclioD  of  her  countenance!" 
K      "  /ii,  ^foH^ieur  U  Colonel-' — a  true  French- 
man   never    forgets    a    pretty    woman  I      Hia 
tneraory  is  impcrishubic  where  the  beau  seae' 
_^are  concerned." 

W  "  Doei  this,"  resumed  the  colonel,  drawing 
from  his  bosom,  witli  a  trembling  hand,  the 
miniature  of  his  unfortutiate  sister, — "  doea 
thia  recnl  her  to  your  recollection?" 
B  "  Ha!— ^M/r  del!  what  a  likeness !  Tis 
herself — and  the  miniature — it  is  a  perfect 
eA^-ffumrre.  Cette  pauvre  Madame  Clarges  I 
Qu'eUe  elatl  jottef  What  has  become  of 
.her?" 

V»ey  shuddered.     "  I  am  unable,"  said  he, 

["togive  you  any  information  on  the  subject. 

IBut  Clargca, — surely  you  did  not  lo9e  sight 

of  him   immediately   after    Ihnt    picture    waa 

painted?" 

u  5 


tblKe  at 


•And 


tmet 


netimg 

^  nme  to  diAcKat 

vboM  I  Imk  had   ti 

w»;  but  i 

r  met  with  ooe  » 

"1    wn    &ied    to 

pmamoyOmtkB 

'■"■(At 

one  Morr  eniimrjr.  I] 
bwlj  at  Eataborgfa.  * 
*uli  the  su 


KABKY, eALVBRLET. 


e« 


'  No  doubt — tM>  doubt — but  of  that  I  koow 

Botbiog.     I  never  tnct  bim  in  sociotjr.    Tb«e 

■•  liowevor,  1  ibiiik,  one  person  nt  Ediaburgb 

wbo  may  probably  know  something  nbout  bim. 

banker — 1  am  almost  certain  be  paid  me 

^by  an   order  on  Mac  Abstcr  and  Company; 

^cs,  certainly  it  was  Mac  Alidter.     And  now  I 

recollect.  Monsieur  Mac  Aliater  {who,  by  tbe 

ftb^e,  was  an  intimate  acquaintance   of  mine, 

boa  enfant  ifaiUeuTs)  came  to  sec  the  porlrmit 

two  or  tbtoc  limes  during  its  progress — \t», 

tl    think   it    highly    probnbUi  that  yuu   niigbt 
obtain  aonie  information  Irom  Mr.  Archibald 
I    Mac  Alister." 

B  'Hiis  wan  hut  a  forlorn  hope,  but  poor 
HVesey  «4ught  at  it  with  eagemeaa;  and  find- 
ing that  tliere  were  no  more  accurate  par- 
ticulars to  be  oUcitcd  from  the  wbliguig  Aton- 
aieur  H^rault,  he  polilel;  took  bis  leave  of 
that  j^entleman,  by  whom  he  was  conducted 
witJi  ercry  mark  of  attention  to  the  limits  of 
his  territory.     Vesey,  howcTcr,  had  scarcely 


u>d   the  little    num. 
exertioii  of  mnning  « 
drened  hwn- 

**I  have  a  tfaousai 
Motuiemrle  ColtmeL 
bnt  I  had  entirely  fc 
Mac  Alister  and  Coo 
ten  yean  ago.  I  am  aJ 
be  nin  in  that  qaarta 

"  WeD,  but,"  said 
Mr.  Archibald  Mac  A 
at  Edinburgh." 

"Why  no!  I  rather 
"  for  it  has  just  oecui 
not  long  ago  of  his 
America." 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


'esey's  disappointment  and  vexation  at  the 

urtMtiafiictory  result  of  his  visit  to  Mr.  H^nult, 

cAtt  liardly  be  described.     Kever  bad  the  clue 

»y  which  he  night  unrnvcl  the  sad  mystery  of 

*1iis  sigtcr's  fate  appeared  eo  nearly  within  his 

grasp ; — tiever  hnd  the  bright  gleam  of  hope 

l^aunk  more  suddenly  into    absolule   darkness. 

^1  He  returned  to  his  hotel  in  a  state  of  deep 

H  dejection,  quite  despairing  of  ultimate  success, 

and  linlf  inclined  to  relinquish,  at  once  and  for 

ever,    tlie  pursuit  of  a   shadow,        "  Wliy," 

thought  he,  "seek  luiy  farther  to  penetrate  • 


beyond  the  reach  of  i 
that  retribution  has  falle 
tny  ngeoey.  Would  thi 
been  the  iDatnunent  of 
haps,  the  Ratification  i 
been  dearly  purchased 
shame  and  dishonour ! " 
It  was  the  day  -fixe< 
British  Ambassador's ;  ' 
bad  agreed  to  dine  with 
the  three  were  afterwan 
to  the  Embassy.  Oui 
able  to  fulfil  the  fonnei 
ment,  baring  in  the  mo 
by  a  command  to  jtnn  t] 
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of  (he  Britiib  parliamenL  A  royal  in- 
vitatioo  of  course  supersedee  every  other,  and 

^faiarrjr  wm  therefore  obliged  to  charge  Luinley 
with  liis  excuses  to  the  colonel. 

K  Tfa«  engrossing  interest  of  bis  interview  with 
Mr.    H'^nuilti   had    so    completely   abstracted 

•  Vcwy  from  the  ordinary  concents  of  lite,  that 
lie  had  c<>ni]>leiely  lost  sight  of  his  evening 
Arrangements,  and  he  wss  only  arouecd  from 
•  painful  and  protracted  reverie,  in  which  he 
had    falloo   on  hu   return  from   the  Hue  </« 

dnlgteg  In  mtich  fniitlcas  conjecture  ami 
unconifor table  speculation, — by  the  announce- 
mcnt  of  Captain  Lumley,  who  arrived  with 
military  punctuality,  at  the  appointed  dinner- 
hour. 
■  Vesey  then  recollected  that  he  was  still  in 
his  morning -dress,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  make  his  toilet  before  dinner,     lie 


■'  SlakiDf  tna  ihouglit  l«  tliougbt— a  vut  profound," 


cilnihdoa  of  time,  d 

TOMt  plsunble  excuse 

tlickm,  and  haviog  re< 

himwir  for  a  few  mJo 

Ihal  Ujf  in  graceful  c 

he  liurried  la  bu  dres 

A  few  minutea  sul 

operation  otadonUing 

effort  lo  cost  from  him 

ctrea,  and  smooth  fib 

pUcidUy,  if  oot  of  eh 

breeding  imperiously  e. 

society,  liotrever  viulen 

be  the  storm  which  m 

the  aetritily  for  exertit 

the  feeling*,  ia  a  positi' 

occaiions.      The  slruft 
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HJiertitBtn,  by  (lie  temporary  alleviution  of  your 
disUcM,  whkli  lite  busdc  and  animation  of  llie 
giy  world  is  so  well  calculated  to  produce. 
You  have  Mriren  to  appear  tranquil,  if  not 
bsppyi — and  for  n  short  lime,  at  least,  you  may 
prrluipa  succeed  in  being  what  you  seem. 
^  On  re-entering  the  room  where  he  had  left 
^BLumley,  Vesey  was  startled  to  Rnd  him  wiili 
the  mysterious  miniature  in  his  hand,  and 
examining  it  rerjr  attentively ;  lie  then  per* 
ceived  that  he  had  in  his  hurry  forgotten  to 
conceal  it  when  Lumley  was  anitounccd.  Uc 
had  dung  it  angrily  on  the  table  on  his  return 
from  the  visit  to  Mr.  Ilvrault,  and  there  it 
lad  remained. 

"This  is    a  very  clever    miniature,"  aaid 
.umley,    M    Vesey    approached    the    table. 
I'*'  May  1  take  the  liberty  of  asking  whose  por- 
rutitiat" 
"Oh  that  I"  answered  the  colonel,  in  evi- 
dent agitation  and  enibarrosament ;  "  tliat  Is 


ceWing  at  once  that  fa 
question,  '*  it  is  a  ti 
and  I  was  induced  to 
the  striking  Ukeneas 
mine." 

"Likenewl — -to 
exclaimed  Veaey,  wil 


The  dinner  part] 
passed  offlike  moatc 
and  CaWerley  bad 
DOW  began  to  throng 
bassy.  Nutber  Luc 
ever  arrived ;  but  I 
acquaintances  whom  1 
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■ccptible    lady ;     ond    alchotigh    tbeir    ex- 

^  prouionsorgratiticntion  at  meeting  biin  again 

boro  every  app«tirnnce  of  cordiality,  we,  who 

Bbw   taut  toil   pea    behind    the  curtuin,   may 

^Berh>iis,  iritboiit  being  consi^fcred   unci  ari-. 

^tnble,  question  thu  sinceritj'  of  these  deinon- 

simtions  on   thu  part  of  itic  gallant  colonel. 

Aa  to  Mm,  Avttner,  the  blueb  that  ruse  to  bcr 

cheek  on  Calverley's  approacli,  was  too  elo* 

queol  and  intelligible,  to  need  the  intcrpre- 

taUon  of  die  tongue,  had  kbe  been  less  candid 

in  llio  nrownl  of  her  feelings.     Ilnrry  was  no 

coxcomb,  but  he  iras  in  full  pogscsiion  of  his 

organs  of  vtiiion,  nnd  these  slight  evidences  of 

a  Cmdrr  interest  in  his  welfare  were  not  lost 

opon  bit  understanding,  although  they  M'cre 

poworku  flgninut   bin    heart.      He    therefore 

bcHtowcd  oidy  >uch  altcntioiut  on  the  fair  lady, 

OB  were  de  riguffur  from  a  polite  but  casual 

aequaintanee,  and  this  contributed  not  a  iiltle 

^■o    tile   e(|unnimity    of   the    worthy    colonel, 

wbid)  would  have  l>eea  grierontily  disturbed 


fcittt   in    tbu   s|s] 
*"*«•  ■irth    fhMB 

"ntiriuittjr  «Bve  to^ 

■»«««■.     But  the  eoa 

with   reference    to    oi 

howerer  BpccuUttve  a 

pncticd    deTeloptBeni 

uioaJljinetbes  ui  to  n 

■ilh    dioM   »bo   hjire 

ant   atid    encountere 

•n^^Ul  clwBcter.     TIi( 

•*«*  b  «  «ttlatarjr  njpcrst 

^"^  '*  *«  not  from  A 
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^^ESourg"  that  shone  benignnntly  on  his  pre> 

^wnsions,    and   fotlowed   liis  movemenU   with 

inureat.     The  fame  of  hi»  senatorial  succcbbcs 

HaiI  followed  him  to  Paris,  and  suficrcd  nothing 

'     from  the   process  of  evaporation  during  the 

'     joufDcyi — on  the  contrary,  it  had,  as  i«  uiual, 

'     greatly  expanded  in  volume,  and  brightened 

^Bibuei  and  so  powerfully  did  his  good  looks 

*    and  air  TomaBtuiue  vecond  the  impression  of 

!     hifl  ulcnts  in  the  mind*  of  the  fair  enthuslatta 

I      in  question,  that  he  was  at  once  raised  to  the 

rank  of  a  "  European  celebrity,"  and  he  would 

himself  liave   been  quite   bewildered   by   (be 

^efiulgencc  of  ihat  reputation  that  surrounded 

^^uni  as  with  a  halo,  had  he  not  been  far  too 

modest  to  notice  its  reflection  in  the  admiring 

\      gImDcet  and  encournging  smiles  by  which  be 

was  encountered  on  all  sides.     His  short  stay 

•t  Paris  had  already  -made  him  "  tlie  fashion  i" 

Another  fortnight,  aided  by  a  judicioiirly  •«- 

Iccted  flirtation,  and  he  would  hav^)>cen  "  the 

But  of  what  use  arc  "four  by  honour*" 


waa  in  very  safe  cna 

"  Where  ia  Vese; 
Bs  the  Utter  made  fa 

"  He  is  not  comi 
pected  inteUigenee  < 
evening,    requires 
London.     He  start 
ing." 

As  Luntey  spoke 
the  grave  and  thoi 
countenance, — an  as 
ali  dmes,  and  eapeeia 
and  gaiety.  A  drei 
Calverley's  mind. 

"Ha!"  exclaimed 
pened,  I  am  sure! 
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80  «acrgctic,  my  dew  Harry!  Latly  MeU 
vedere  U  very  well,  for  aught  I  know  to  the 
contrary — though  t  will  not  swear  that  she 
may  not  be  connected  with  llic  cause  of  Vesey'o 
departure.  I  i:annot  enter  into  particulars 
here,    but    if   you  wish,   we   will  just   walk 

i^tbrough    the   rooms,   and   make    our  escape. 

|^p>epend  ui>on  it,  you  shall  know  ull  that  I 
know.     ]  have  not  much  to  tell,  but  »uch  a*  it 

^■a,  you  shall  hear  it.  Ai  it  is  rather  an  odd 
btttinesa,  however,  wc  had  better  posti>one  it* 
further  discussion  until  we  are  alone. 


CHAF 


*'  I  MUST  Bee  your  m 
Vesey,  ui  a  perempto 
«  hoose  in  Groavenor 
the    occurrence    deta 
cbapter. 

"  You  can't,  «ir.  ] 
to  admit  any  visitors  ti 

"  I  tell  you  I  intf  Be 
sternly ; — "  my  businei 
portance,  and  one  that 
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"  My  name! — no!  tliat  is  not  necessary. 
Tell  him  that  a  person  wishes  to  speak  vith 
him,  whom  be  has  not  seen  for  yean,  but  whom 
be  will  recollect  perfectly  well." 

Tiie  servant  was  irresolute ;— he  had  suffi- 
«ent  knowledge  in  these  matters  to  be  certain 
tbat  the  stranger  was  a  gentleman,  and  the 
ButboritatiTe  tone  which  he  assumed,  spoke 
•trongly  in  favour  of  bis  right  to  admissitm* 
But  why  refuse  to  tell  his  name  ! 

"  I  am  very  sorry,  sir,"  answered  be,  after 
«  pause ;  "  but  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  give 
that  message;— you  had  better  send  in  your 
name  or  your  business." 

"I  will  do  neither,"  said  Vesey;  "slate 
what  I  desire  you — and  I  will  bear  you  harm- 
less. But  stay — perhaps  you  imagine  that  I 
am  a  beggar  or  petitioner  of  some  sort.  If  so, 
here  ia  what  will  convince  you  that  you  are 
mistaken  (slipping  a  sovereign  into  the  man's 
band],  so  now,  once   more  teU  your  master 

VOL.    III.  K 
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resisted.  The  porter 
rant,  and  after  •  shoi 
them,  the  Utter  disapp 
lev  momento  after,  be 
"  have  the  goodness  tc 

Vesey  followed,  an 
splendid  library,  when 
tinguished  appearance 
middle  period  of  life,  1 
altered  bjr  time,  could 
at  once  as  the  original 
ture. 

A  slight  shudder  rar 
as  his  eye  feU  on  that 
tensnce.     He  masterei 


(we  »U1  still  crII  him  so  for  the  present),  struck 
by  tkc  >ingularity  of  the  atninger's  approach, 
which  aectned  studiously  calculated  to  prevent 
fanmediale  recognition, — "  May  1  request  to 
know  to  what  J  am  indebted  for  tlic  honour 
l^of  ihia  visic!" 

^^^Vescy  waitod  until  the  door  had  closed  after 
^^^  lingering  servant; — and  then,  striding  up 
H|o  tlie  chair  whera  Clarges  sat  in  niomrntarily 
biefeaBing  amasemcnt  and  undefined  alarm,— 
with  ODD  hand  he  Iniil  aa  iron  grup  on  hii 
•nn, — uid  suddenly  removing  his  hat  with  the 
other, — confronted  his  enemy  with  a  glance  of 
inexpressible  hatred  and  ferocity.  It  was  like 
the  glare  of  tho  tijjcr  nbout  to  spring  upon  his 

Iprcy. 
Time  and  anxiety  had  committed  great 
bavDck  on  the  features  and  general  appewanco 
of  Vcsey.  Clargcs  did  not  recognise  himi 
and,  for  a  moment,  he  thought  himself  assailed 
by  a  maniac  lie  would  have  started  up  to 
Kitcb  the  bell,  and  was  about  to  cull  out  fur 


uiu  iiiieDse  nate  stiU 
uaduninished  malign  it; 

"In  God'aDamel" 
"  who  are  you, — and  i 

"WhiU!"  answem 
tone  of  fbrcad  calmnc 
met"  and  suddenly  c 
the  miniature  of  his  nj 
Clarges,  and  continues 
*' Villun!— Doyoub 

"God  of  Heaven 
starting  from  his  seat 
together  in  uncontrol 
face ! — Oh  God ! — can 

"  Yes-^t  M  Vesey- 
lost, — the  murdered 
claim  a  long  arrear  of  i 
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CUrges  covered  his  face  with  hit  hands,  and 
groaned  aloud. 

"  Ay!"  continued  Ve»ey,  with  mingled  rage 
uhI  emotion,  —  "well  inay  you  hide  that 
guflty  coutilenance, — well  may  you  tliu<l<)er  to 
meet  the  gaae  of  ono  whom  you  have  injured 
bvyood  ull  power  of  redress,  as  beyond  all 
hope  of  forgiTcncRs!  Look  upun  this  pic- 
ture— look  upon  il,  I  Bayt  Think  of  what  she 
WM  before  yoK  crossed  licr  path, —  pure, 
lorely — happy — bleued  in  thetlevoted  affection 
of  all  who  knew  her— still  more  bleitsed  in  her 
own  guileless  innocence  of  heart, — herownjoy- 
oiu  and  unclouded  ipirit ! — and  you — you  who 
blasted  ibe  fair  prospect  of  her  youth — you  who 
broke  the  heart  of  her  widowed  mother — you 
who  deserted  your  wretched  victim  —  and 
left  her  to  perish  in  solitude — in  misery — in 
despair!  Miscreant!  have  ynu  vainly  hoped 
that  you  wotdd  esca|)e  the  chastisement  due 
to  your  crimes, — the  vengeance  of  n  brother 
for  wrongs  only  to  be  washed  out  in  blood  1 


which   will  judge 
shall  save  you ! ! " 

Aa  be  spofce.  he 

tude  of  menace.  i 

coHscieacfsstricken 

iounediate  viofenoe 

*wo,— not  in  fcar,  h 

effort  at  coapoMii^ 

of  hii  pale    and    a, 

tn»*iag  fearfully  wj 

liberate  soleouiity  of 

"Vesey— forbear! 

wronged  jouj— r  ha 

your  reproachea— BM 

*^y  are  as  nothing 

bfaidingsofmyownh 

not  add  to  tbow  ioiu 
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Bcoroful  laugh — "  does  your  mean  and  da*- 
tsnlly  soul  fi-iir  that  1  should  inflict  BUoimary 
veiig«ance  u|)on  you !  Think  you  that  I  would 
dishonour  myself  by  playing  the  part  of  an 
mini  No! — for  ihia  day,  you  arc  safel-^ 
but  your  respite  slmll  be  thort.  l)o  not  de* 
osive  yourself.  You  shall  not  escape  tnel 
Aa  lurvly  aa  my  cause  is  just  and  holy,  so 
•urely  aball  you  die  by  this  hand! — but  far 
better  than  you  dctcrve, — it  shall  be  the  death 
of  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier, — a  death  rwt 
unworthy  of  the  ancient  name  nhtch  you  hare 
for  ever  sullied, — of  the  order  to  which  you  are 
an  eternal  disgrace !  Wc  will  meet  in  fair  and 
opan  combat — but  my  aim  is  certain — and  in 
tbb  instance,  the  vengeance  of  Hearen  will 
direct  it !" 

"  Vesey,  for  God's  sake!"  exclaimed 
Ctargea,  "cease  this  idle  and  insane  railing! 
or  what  avail  are  insults  whtdi  no  earthly 
power  shall  induce  me  to  resent  I  Nay — 
ihrcatt-n,  vilify  mc 


you 


have  de- 


not   to   the   extent— I 

baseness  you  ascribe  tc 
ahalljudgeme,  Iloyed 

I  «dored— worshipped 
than  all  the  world  to  n 
or  Iife-or  honour.     I 

renounced  wealth,  rant, 

-«id,  wretch  that  I  an 

tancy— we  might  still  ha 

"Infernal  hypocrisy! 

"Monster  J  date  you  a<i 

other  crimes,  and  call  ( 

damning  falsehoods !— J 

who    brought    her    to   a 

honoured  graye   by  your 

desertion ! " 
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know  not  wtiither;  and  up  to  tbis  Iiour  1  lun 
in  total  ignorance  of  her  fate  *  Alas !  ahu  I 
eoulfl  I  have  discoTGrcil  ber  retreat — could  I 
have  re»cued  )ier  from  the  fate  which  your 
wurt)^  seein  to  indicate,  on  which  ithc  vohin* 
tartly  ni»hed — in  madness  or  infatuation — all — 
ail  might  have  been  well .'  Every  obstacle 
was  removed ! — I  could  have  made  ample 
reparation  for  my  oRences  towards  her  and 
yoa — t  would  have  acknowledged  ber  a»  my 
wife  before  God  and  man!" 

'•  Kcparation  I "  cried  Vc«py  indtgnnnlly ; 
**  uii-tenible  man!  what  reparation  can  be 
offered  for  llie  lots  of  honour  1  What  subse- 
quent ccreiuonia)  could  have  removed  the  foul 
blol  of  disfjrace,  or  restored  your  bopelesi 
victim  to  the  pride  of  corwdoua  vinue! — 
Think  not  to  impose  upon  me  by  hypocritical 
profenHions,  or  elude  my  vengeance  by  a  *how 
of  miui  ailing  regret  for  your  enormities.  It  is 
enough  for  me  to  know  tliat  your  hellish  arts 
iriumphed  over  her  innocence  and  purity — 


y«ir  rirter!-Gen 
Msd—^Mi  not  guilt 
creduliiy— <he  e^ 
G«i!-I  h.tr.ied 
iMt  «A#  Ku  blowl 
thought  wid  inttntU 
lol>ctnywife;_„,, 
tn^l,  tlio  iijoet  deva 
"By  witucM,  that  ber 
tood]y  rdonicd !  H 
her  to  djWraciion,   a 

hAppineM  of  both .] 

•eem,  you  do  know  « 
—for  God's  uke, 
»e  what  WM  her  Ute 


i 


I 
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lilisr  face  to  bend  over  her  pillow.  Her 
liolplm  infant,  left  imkoowa  and  unprotected, 
to  tlie  compA<sion  of  straogers  \" 

"  HkI  mydiild!"  excluimeil  Clnrgea,  "cloei 
it  •tBl  live  'i  In  pity,  tell  nie^to  Aer  at  least 
i  mny  make  atonement.  All  1  have  to  bestow 
thall  be  her's ! — 1  will  acknowledge  her  before 
tb«  world-I  wUl ■■ 

"Never!"  interrupted  Veccy.  "She  Uv 
but  not  for  you — the  lire*,  the  breathing  imaga 
of  her  unhappy  mother; — she  hvcs,  in  honour, 
in  protperiiy,  and  ufHuencc!  Like  tier  mother 
•be  U  beautiful  in  person,  and  angelic  in  dls" 
position.  She  is  all  that  the  heart  of  a  parent 
can  deiiirc,  or  tlw  m>uI  of  a  hirer  imagine. 
But  jfo»  shall  ticrcr  know  her.  You  shall  die 
without  gazing  on  her  beauty,  or  hearing  the 
.aound  of  her  voice.  She  shall  be  taught  to 
loathe  your  memory,  and  your  nanw  shall 
only  be  told  to  her,  thM  ahe  may  leain  to 
«ui*e  it ! " 

Vescy — Vcsey,"  oxclaimed  CUrges,  "  tliii 


My  offeticut    I  ftm 

•wy   have    been  yot 

JuMiSetl  i-itbor  befora 

uunder  ibe  pnrenlf 

"And  ia  it  A^  «] 

motlier  of  b«r  only 

ilfdolote.IiH  grief  and 

mberabJe    cjtistonce— 

pcal  to  such  siicred  ri 

hallowed  n«iii«;     A^ 

bln*pheray!— for  five-« 

lived  in  tJic  sole  hopi 

»(uU  I  lUMp  be  cbeatM 

by  hearei)  l—l  abal)  ol 

tbe  opinion  of  die  worii 

render  imperstjve.      I 
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liotir  pauea  OTer; — to-morrow  wc  meet — and 
u  there  U  a  God  above,  one  or  botii  «Iinll 

tkwr 

Vesey  was  about  to  leave  the  room,  but 
Clarges  called  him  back. 

"Stay,  Veaey!"  exclaimed  lie;  "do  not 
doceire  yourself— I  fear  you  not — that  iiiaii 
livea  not  nhom  I  fear  to  meet,  if  my  honour  or 
my  duty  iiliould  require  it.  Out  against  you — 
the  brother  of  my  lost  GeraUline — no  power 
on  earth  fihall  induce  me  to  raise  my  hand. 
Taunt  Die,  libol  me  aa  you  will,  this  Is  my 
answer — my  unalterable  detiTmi nation." 

"Shame  on  this  base  and  unmanly  subter- 
fuge!" exclaimed  Vesey,  "but  it  sbalhiot  avail 
you  I  You  tliaU  meet  me,  by  all  that's  aacrtd  ! 
— Liar  and  coward ! — Will  you  still  refuse  my 
chaUenge  t " 

"Away!"  aaid  CUrge*,  "tempt  me  do 
ftrther,  ^'eRey — my  mind  i*  made  up.  Say 
what  you  will,  I  heed  it  not!" 


So  sftying,  be  dartet 
rang  it  repeatedly  with 

"  MUdman  1 '*  exdai 
would  yon  do  ?-^ep*n 

"YoD  aball  aoiHi  k 
Vesey  atemly,  and  as 
•lamed  by  the  violei 
^f^warance,  with  «ager 
CODtinoed,  io  a  loud  am 

"  I  ngtia  repeat— wl 
tore  die  whole  world — t 
TilUiiii  a  liar,  aod  a  eon 
my  Boom  upon  you  I" 
words,  be  walked  up  to 
empty  glove  hit  him  sHg 

Claiges  staggered  hw 
and  stMtd  for  a  BeeaiM 
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rage,  betrnyed  tlte  fearful  conflict  of  his 
At  kogUi  lie  sprang  forwrnrd,  with  upraioed 
arm,  as  if  to  rctum  tlie  blow ;  but  auddenl; 
■topping,  anil  exclaiming,  "  Oh,  God  !  "  be 
n-ckd  round,  ind  fell  across  the  arm  of  the 
elioir  thtit  stood  iiMr  him,  while  the  blood 
spouted  from  Iiii  lips  nnd  noatriU. — He  bud 
ruptured  a  bloml  vessel! 

One  of  the  servanti  now  rushed  to  the 
•Mistanee  of  bis  unfortunate  master,  while  the 
other,  darling  u^wn  Vetey,  seized  him  by  the 
collar,  aitd  called  loudly  for  assittance.  Ve««y 
sliook  him  off,  as  if  he  had  been  a  child  ;  and 
hurlinfj  him  from  him  with  violence,  M*Dt  htm 
staggering  to  the  other  side  of  the  room. 

^Vbilc  these  occui-rcnccs  were  taking  place 
with  A  rapidity  which  narmtion  cannot  emu- 
late, tlic  sound  of  a  carriage,  driven  hastily  up 
to  the  door,  was  heard,  followed  by  a  loud 
lioockiog.  Presently,  a  hurried  step  crossed 
the  ball, — and  in  one  moment,  Ilarry  Calvcr- 
ky  stood  before  tliein  I 


NWglUvUjruid  bfoofl 

■tretclied  ulmoat  itutins! 

Ki:rviint  wLo  supported  I 

"  Good  GroJ  I  my  uni 

••  VV'hiit— what  liM  bap 

lie  bvbeld  thv  tuJl,  upHj 

iiliuKling  with  fulJed  arn 

uq  ihe  apparently  dyifl 

"  Colonel  Vteey  1"  em 

rhut  is  (lie  meaning 

nge  hus  been  commits 

dalmeil  he,  lu  Vrscy's^ 

h'ta  vrorst  suspicions  ;V 

answer  for  this  I"  and  rut 

Asgistiince  of  hii  uncle,  I 

liffleas  form  from  the  flo( 

sunk,  and  bore  litm  to  a  sc 

Let  a  sorjiefla  Ih^  j^l 


I 
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ioor! — Colon«l  Vescy,  bj-    Heaven!  jou  (tir 
not  hence,  until  (liis  u  explaincil  t" 

"  /  mir  not  Iienc«  !  joung  man  ! — repeated 
Veseir,  in  a  tone  of  disdain ; — who  sliall  hin- 
der nie? — Me  who  would  attempt  it,  dues  it 
nt  his  poril  1" — 

"  1 1 — I    will  !"*  exclaimed    Harry,    darting 
towards  him,  and  intercepting  his  passage  to 
le  door.     "  There  has  t>oen  sava^^v  violence, 

if  not  murder,  perpetrated  here.  Tliii 
blood  must  be  accounted  for ;  and  until  I 
learn  thr  truth,  I  will  resist  jour  dep-ir(iire, — 
by  force  if  nccettury." 

k  "  No— no  r  faintly  articulated  Lord  C«l- 
verley:— {for  it  was  he) — nunng  himself  on 
his  arm,  and  speaking  with  an  almost  convul- 
oira  eflbrl.  "  Harry — I  charge  you!— in 
Ood'a  name — molest  liim  not  I—Let  him  de- 
part in  peace,  1  say!  and  may  God  forgive 
him,  OS  I  do  1 — Harry — I  entreat — I  command ! 
■^■8  you  value  my  regard  !— lay  not  n  finger 
on  him !" 


be  sank  back  inw 
bewildered  —  oonf. 
coane  to  pursue. 

"  CidTOrley,"    h 

make  allowance  foi 

forgive   your  Intel 

curred  ia  not  tbe 

judgment  of  God 

conBniied  he,  flinf 

"  Should  my  pre 

nqmred,  you  will 

ud  you  may  res 

may  haTe  aaid  or 

from  ita  avowiL" 

As  he  spoke,  b< 

■nd  Harry,  impree 

firmoeas  of  bU  d 
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iroKK  we  proceed  nith  the  rcgubir  course 
our  iiKrraliTe,  it  may  |>erhaps  be  as  well  to 
tail  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  (he  circiun- 
tnces  under  which  Lord  Calrerley,  now 
Ratified  wiib  tho  mysterious  CUrges,  had 
ht  MUgbt  the  acc|usintance  of  the  unfor- 
bKte  Oeraldioe,  and  by  (oo  successfully  pur- 
tng  n  wclI-organizcd  plan  of  fraud  and  de- 
plion,  led  Iter  into  that  labyrinth  of  misery 
3'ilMpur,  from  wlienc«  she  wu  only  rescued 
•death.  In  thus  supplying  (he  deRcienclei 
nvoidablc  io  the  statements  of  Colonel  Vc*ey 


which  it  will  be  seei 
cioua,  than  the  fact 
lead  us  to  Buppoae. 

Sir  Hugh  Calrerl 
and  in  the  lifetime 
forced  into  a  marriai 
high  connexions,  larj 
able  personal  attrac 
tages  were  more  thi 
haughty,  imperious  ti 
position,  end  an  ill- 
Calverley's  consent  t 
the  price  of  bia  fath 
charge  of  certain  hi 
mency  in  the  forgir 
youthful    excess    ant 
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itl-aaaorted  onion  cotild  scarcely  bsve  been 
dcvbed,  or  one  more  likely  to  terminate  in  the 
unliBppinesa  of  both  parties. 

The  result  was  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  inauspicious  character  of  the  aflltir  in  U) 
comroencemvni.  Citlvcrley,  restored  to  pecu- 
niary independence,  luid  placed,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  irretrievably  without  the  pale  of  do- 
mestic felicilyi  took  a«  little  pains  to  conciliate 
the  afiVction  of  his  wifi?,  as  to  conceal  his  own 
Inring  irrvgu III fi tics  of  conduct. 

The  fatul  iiuthorily  of  his  own  exitmplo,  wo) 
not  without  its  weight  on  the  mind  of  an  in- 
jured and  slighted  woman,  deficient  in  the 
atrong  principles  of  virtue  and  religion,  which 
could  alone  have  supported  her  in  so  trying 
m  oitualion.  Though  careless  of  his  regardi 
■he  was  piiiued  by  bis  neglect  \  too  proud  to 
reproach,  nhc  sought  to  alarm  bim;  and  bcmlcd 
not  the  risk  she  ran  in  comprotnising  her  own 
reputation,  couhl  site  but  luve  hoped  to  excito 
bu  jealoiuy.     But    in    this    slic  was   disip- 


gwoe;  there  wei 

in  her  path,  and 

affined.     In  the  c 

»  ea«y   froni   inc 

from  impropriety 

reTCDge,  Lady  Ca 

When  his  disg 

Sir  Hugh   could 

He  took    the   uaui 

hit  honour,   and   j 

here  his  own  sins 

petributire  justice. 

meaoa  of  retaKatioi 

pence  damaigea  agaii 

aiastical  court  refua 

nuUiiiff  sentence,  and 
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poBition   aggravated    by    the   feeling    of   self- 

mptomeh  t — bow  sincerely  did  he  now  lament 

Aat  he  should  have  sacrificed  the  happiness 

of  hia  whole  life,  for  the  sake  of  immediate 

•xtrieation  firom  pecuniary  difEcuI^es,  when  a 

ftw  ymn  of  economy  and  merely  comparative 

mit-demai,  might  have  freed  him  as  efiectually 

from  his   embarrassments,  without   entailing 

on  him  the  awfiil  penalty  which  be  was  now 

ibreed   to  pay  for  youthful  follies; — follies, 

the  memory  of  which  now  faded  into  insigni- 

ficAUCe,    when    contrasted    with    the    deeper 

criminality  of  his  married  career,  marked  as  it 

WM  by  the  sluimctcss  violation   of  a   sacred 

engagement,  and  the  habitual  disregard  of  its 

duties.    Nor  was  he  quite  insensible  to  the 

awful  responubility  which  be  had  incurred, 

with  respect  to  bis  wretched  wife,  whose  guilt 

and  ruin  were   too   plainly   traceable   to   his 

heartless    neglect    and    pernicious    example. 

But  what  avuled  this  tardy  repentance?     His 

doom  was  sealed !     He  had  forfeited  not  only 


mind; — dishonour,  he 
and  misfortune,  UDcfae 
The  same  authorit 
(Ussolutiwi  of  his  iU>i>: 
him  to  contribute  Urg 
tenaoce  of  his  wife,  t 
statioo  which  she  had 
forfeited.  The  death 
had  left  him  in  possi 
and  gladl;  indeed  wc 
two-thirds  of  bis  incoi 
his  now,  alas!  inexb 
gageroents.  But  alth 
the  death  of  his  errinj 
to  liberty,  he  was  exen 
which  her  residence  i 
himself  misht  h"*"  "— 
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!,  in  cnsc  of  a  dlTOKe  from  her  ims- 

j,    ahe    had    souglit   tb«   proteclton,  and 

ronn  herself  on   the  mercy  of  licr  father, 

C>fn(,'ral ;  and  on  his  appointment  to  a 

liigh  military  command  in  ihv  Eost,  slic  had 
gladl/  accompanied  him  to  regions  where  her 
<UNgrace  might  he  Icis  generally  known,  than 
hi  England,  or  where,  at  leant,  society  might, 
tf  it  thought  proper,  afiect  ignorance  or  incre- 
dalil}'  on  (he  subject. 

In  the  meantime,  Sir  Hugh  plunged  afresh 
into  tlte  vortex  of  diuipation,  and  strove,  by 
dint  of  exciloincnl,  to  make  up  for  the  wnnt  of 
bappioeu.  But  to  one  who  had  early  drained 
the  cup  of  worldly  pleasure,  and  gone  the 
round  of  frivolous  amuscnienla,  wcarineM  and 
disgust  vrere  tlio  inovitable  result.  Formetl 
by  nature  for  worthier  pursuits,  and  capable 
of  nobler  exertions,  he  often  sighed  for  sonw 
object  in  existence  which  might  rouse  and 
■uBtain  the  latent  energies  he  was  conscious  of 
posiCBsing. 

VOL.  III.  O 
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whicli  had  fii 
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lb*(    beati    iiUtU  of  >perfectkin    in    tlie   tkir 

•rXi  to  wrhich  Uie  young  and  entliusiastic  uc 

«pi   to    refer    cbc  object   «f   tbcir   bomagc, 

even    wlitrn   tb«t   liomsgc    »    but   slight  aiid 

iroiitiloryi^ — how  much  more  when  (he  Uvttiuy 

of  a  hfe  \i  to  he  liokeil  with  that  of  the  heing 

wliOM  jKraonal  anil  mental  qualification*  «r« 

to  undergo  iho  comparison  t     Kow,  although, 

of  cour*e,  it  would  be  ahaurd  to  rctjuire  per- 

Jection  in  any  of  the  daughters  of  Kvc, — liicrv 

sre  individual  of  the  sex,  and  thoM  not  a  few, 

who  approach  auHicieiitly  oear  to   the  ideal 

stantlani  of  the  moat  cjcigeani  scDtimcntalifit,  to 

ensure   his    happiness   in    thv   wedded    state. 

But,  alasl  (his  rar«  accordance  is  not  to  be 

Blooked    for    in    connexions   unsanctioned    by 

K  tooraUty,  and    condemned   by  religion.     The 

B  mind   may   have   been  originally   pure,  —  the 

heart  guileless  and  disinterested;  —  but  the 

H  charm  nnd  dignity  of  the  female  character  c^n 

f     tU  dispense  with  the  prestige  of  virtue; — the 

geotle  spirit  of  woman  must  cither  droop  at 

o  X 
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connexion  to  tbc  Vice-Rojrulty  of  Ireland, 
■Slaving  induced  him  to  mit  Dublin,  he  hxd 
accompanied  their  Excellencies  to  the  theatre, 
Ktin  the  occasion  referred  to  in  Vesej's  narra- 
tive. From  the  moment  his  eye  fell  upon  the 
countenance  of  the  lovely  Gemldine,  who,  it 
will   be  recollected,  sntc  in  the   next   box, — 

I  he  recognised  in  Iter  the  original  of  a  minia- 
iure  which  had  excited  hi»  admiration  a  few 
daj*  before,  in  the  atelier  of  C .  That 
angelic  face,  so  &itfafuUy  recorded  by  the 
fwncil  of  the  artist,  had  appeared  to  him  too 
perfect  in  !(«  lovelinc^,  to  be  aught  but  aii 
kleal  creation  of  the  painter'*  mind; — unil 
now  that  he  beheld  it  with  every  charm  vn- 
banced  by  the  captivating  play  of  the  features 
in  conversation, — the  unconscious,  and  ihcre- 
fere  nwre  bewitching  variety  of  expression 
which  her  youthful  interest  in  the  perfortn- 
■  >Doe  produced, — he  was  wholly  subdued  t — 
and   in  achnowlvdging  the  realization  of  his 


For  the  first  time  i 
had  seen  rae  whom 
with  •  pore  ancl  dei 
ivhose  sweetneM  of  di 
look, — while  ber  eye 
iMelligeDce  UMl  mode 
cU  eouBterfiek,  and  BC 
It  wu  a  coantenence  I 
the  impreBs  of  the  a 
could  have  wonhipped 
niiled  the  sight  of  sui 
one  whose  pnrest  aflee 
whose  hexrt  w&s  ovtlai 
In  spite  of  sll  that 
hoMRtr  dictate,  Snaa- 
Bonl  was  engrossed  by 


I 
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known  to  li«r; — with  wliat  view,  he  dared 
•carcely  whisper  to  hJm&elf  t 

From  C tJic  ))itintcr,  nnd  other  quar- 

Cen,  lie  gruduoll}',  aiid  without  committing 
bunwlft  ■Kerlaiued  all  the  cieceBsary  particii- 
Un  eonoeniing  >H:r  family,  und  the  place  of 
ber  reudettce; — but  it  was  some  time  before 
the  dark  project,  suggested  by  bis  unhallowed 
puMOD,  was  sufficiently  matured  to  allow  of 
hb  acting  on  informatioD  cautiously  ami  lur- 
reptitiuusly  obtained.  In  one  instance,  how- 
ever, ills  prudence  deserted  him;  iind  he  con- 
trived secretly  to  procure  from  a  ulented  but 

unprindpted  pupil  of  C '»,  ao  accurate  copy 

of  tlic-  miniature  which  tliat  artist  had  painted 
for  Miss  Vesvy's  brother. 

We  have  not  »pace, — nor  if  we  bud,  would 
it  be  an  agreeable  task — to  follow  tlie  train  of 
Ilia  machiiuUiuns.  Willi  tlie  sad  result  lh« 
render  is  already,  at  least  in  part,  accjiuiinted. 
llmviMig,  uu  Boine  pretext  or  other,  dumis«ed 
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county  Donegal;  U 
elude  the  Buspicion 
ftieods  in  Dublin,  ai 
he  travelled.  The 
to  secure  an  introdu 
Veaey  have  been  s( 
be  told  of  the  prog 
depth  and  intensity 
over  every  lingering 
punction.  Geraldin 
not  eicist  without  hi 
not  have  had  her  le 
ing.  But  he  could 
according  to  the  lav 
opinions  of  the  vorl 
alternative :  —  could 
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(jive  u|)  country — kindred — tume — every- 
thinfi, — if  she  would  only  consent  to  accompany 
him  to  AoKrica,  or  soine  equally  dutani 
Kgion,  where  he  miglit  live  tor  her  nlone, 
where  she  should  never  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  enUleiice  of  tliat  guilty  and  aggrieved 
being,  his  connexion  with  whom  seemed  lu  pre- 
!tent  lite  aolci  but  fatal)  obstacle  to  tlie  accoio- 
plishment  of  bis  dearest  wishes. 

If  there  was  much  of  wickedness,  iben-  was 
alao  no  little  difficulty  and  danger  in  the  exe- 
cution uf  this  project ;  but  of  the  latter  he  wus 
reckicHN,  and  when  did  a  great  and  over* 
whelming  pasMon  pause  to  calculate  the  amount 
of  the  former  requisite  for  the  iilluinmeiit  of 
its  object!  His  plan  of  emigration  cuuld  not 
be  iaimedintely  carried  into  cQl-ct,  as  time  and 
caution  would  be  necessary  to  rcalixe  us  much 
of  his  available  property  as  would  secure  tlie 
means  of  comfortable  subsistence  in  his  con- 
templated banishment.  He  would,  therefore, 
have  to  avoid  the  notice  of  hit  friends  during, 


I 


snder  circmnBtuices 
deitnietion  to  hl»  b 
poilupt  fan  life!— 
tvndflr  himMlf  lUbl« 
md  Uie  Btaitt  Out  < 
di&e'B  haalj  could  m 
in  blood. 

The  dejttftore  of 
mi  bowerer  fatally 
■nd  the  reader  is  a 
which  he  temperiaed 
aa  *«tt  u  of  the  eath 
hia  return  to  Ckmrm 
it. 

By  what  atta  he  c< 
the  repagnaiKe  wfaicli 
to  an  elopement,  it  l 
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lion  «u  witbdrawn,  it  wm  too  late.  She  had 
yielded  her  young  heart,  in  all  its  purity  and 
confiding  innocence,  to  one,  whose  brilliant 
qualitiea  and  engaging  manners  were  not 
obscured  in  her  mind  by  any  suspicion  dero- 
gatory to  his  moral  principles.  Guileless  her- 
self, she  anspeGted  no  guile  in  others  ;  and  in 
consenting  to  fulfil  a  pledge  giren  without  any 
conscious  violatioo  of  duty,  and  which  no  ap> 
parent  misconduct  on  the  part  of  her  lover 
had  obliged  her  to  recal,  she  felt  confident 
that  her  beloved  mother  would  soon  be  recon- 
ciled to  a  marriage  which  she  only  opposed 
out  of  respect  to  family  punctilio,  while  her 
maternal  feelings  were  strongly  enlisted  in  its 
favour. 

Sir  Hugh  had  taken  effectual  measures  to 
elude  pursuit,  as  well  as  to  ensure  the  rapid 
execution  of  his  project  of  elopement.  Amply 
provided  with  pecuniary  means,  he  could  com- 
mand the  services,  and  even  purchase  the 
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^^m  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  posaessioh  of 
^B 1  latter,  under  pretence  of  forwarding  it  by 
^V  at  to  Cloorenoan.     It  is  scarcely  necessary 
^m    add  that  neither  the  first  or  any  subsequent 
V   tter  addressed  by  Gersldine  to  her  deserted 
■     went  was  erer  suffered  to  reach  its  destination ; 
'     iir  Hngl)  having  regularly  committed  them  to 
the  flames  as  he  received  them  from  the  hands 
'  of  his  unsuspecting  victim. 
-'        Months  rolled  on,  with  as  much  happiness 
to  both  parties  ae  their  peculiar  position  would 
admit.    Geraldtne  saw  nothing   in    the    be- 
havioar  of  her  husband  to  excite  her  mistrust, 
or  alarm  her  with  a  prospect  of  diminished 
affection  on  bis  part.     His  kindness,  his  de- 
votion   to   her  wishes,  were  invariable ;   and 
could  she  but  have  obtained  the  forgiveness  of 
her  mother,  whose  determined  silence  consti- 
tuted  her   sole  cause  of  anxiety,  she  would 
have  blessed   her   lot,  as  among  the   fairest 
which  the  chances  of  matrimony  afford  in  this 
world.    Too  much  accustomed  to  seclusion,  to 


whtwe  amiable  quali 
■ffiird  ft  atronger  ji 
ence,  uid  a  mare  ( 
filial  disobedience. 
Retitement  was 
Iterative  on  Sir  Hu 
even  a  casual  acq: 
might  hare  led  to 
ayrery.  He  therefo 
himself  from  all  put 
private  society;  but  a 
him  into  amtact  witt 
Ae  name  of  H^rault 
in  Edioburgfa,  and  wi 
the  place  and  its  id! 
Sk  Hugh  in  aoj  wi 
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twenty  jcam  after,  lc<l  ak  we  h*vo  seen,  to  his 
«]«(eo(ion.  Bui  at  length  Sir  liugli's  presence 
in  Lonilon  became  rwcesnary  for  tlic  nrnrnge- 
tneot  of  hU  pecuniary  affairs,  aa  he  had  put 
nobody  in  liia  confidence,  and  feared  to  couh 
mit  lihnficir  by  commuiiicnting  bis  present  ad- 
dress lo  tiis  man  of  buainCBs,  through  wlium 
nlonc  he  couU)  obtJiin  the  requisite  supidieti, 
Ilia  funda  being  now  nearly  exiiauslcd.  Geral- 
<lino  was  within  two  months  of  the  period  of 
her  confinement;  lo  leave  ber  was  impossible, 
and  he  soon  eamc  to  the  vonchision,  that  sc; 
crccy  and  retirement  were  to  the  full  as  prac- 
ticable in  the  va«t  labyrinth  of  London,  as  in 
timnller  placeit,  where  the  movements  of  indt- 
viduala  are  inore  likely  to  be  watched  by 
curiosity  ond  commented  on  by  goeaip,  in 
proportion  as  the  range  of  obscrvalion  i»  more 
reilricted. 

To  London  they  accordingly  removed;  and 
having  provided  a  house  ut  Brompton  for  the 
reception  of  his  small  eslablinhment,  he  agahi 


I 
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Geraldine)  and  annoi 
to  his  agent}  stewai 
thua  a  meaDs  of  com 
whose  assistance  or  i 
without  incurring  tfa 
their  visits  or  lette 
could  not  fail  to  p: 
absence  had  excited 
and  some  alarm,  amo 
pendents;  hut  there 
to  catechixe  bim  v 
manner  in  which  he 
since  bis  last  visit  to  ] 
the  father  of  our  hero 
in  discouraging  a  vei 
his  own  proceedings. 
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or  foe,  lie  was  wvll  nwarc  thkt  be  iliuuld  only 

get  the  credit  or  a  temporary  iiaitoH — which 

in  his  set,  nnd   un<l<'r  his  circuit)«tttti<;ei,  was 

too  much  u  mutter  of  course,  to  attract  any 

•xtrnordinary  sliare  of  notice. 

In  due  course  of  time,  Geraldine  was  cafely 
drlivrred  of  a  dniighter,  whose  birlh  added 
anotlivr  link  to  the  chain  of  aflection  wbich 
bound  her  to  him  wliotn  the  looked  upon  as 
ber  husband. — Sir  Hugh  was  grateful  that 
it  was  not  a  son,  as  he  could  not  help  looking 
forwsrd  to  the  possibility  of  an  event,  which 
Would  enable  him  to  acknowledj^e  Gemltline 
ai  liU  wife,  and  give  a  li-gal  unction  to  their 
union. — Thi*  was  ilic  death  of  his  wife,  whose 
health  had  l)cvn  delicate  nt  the  period  of 
ber  departure  for  the  eii«t.  But  no  subse- 
quent ceremony  could  of  course  remove  the 
brand  of  illegitimacy  from  children  whose 
birtb  had  preceded  It— and  in  the  case  of 
hereditary  honours,  tliia  illegititricy  t<.o  plainly 
procUims  ittelf. 
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Bat  tltia  tranquillity  waa  deatined  to  be  of 
short  duration.  The  blow  fell  at  laat ;  and  vrilh 
tb«  itunning  tbock  tliAt  over  accompanies 
nnexpectcd  and  iintmagined  calamity. — Sir 
Hugh  h«d  been  called  out  of  town  for  tvo 
or  three  davs,  to  attend  the  dcatli-bod  of  nn 
only  tiater,  who  resided  with  her  huiband  at 
Oxtbnl,  wliere  he  was  the  head  of  one  of 
the  collcgti  in  the  Untrersity.  An  expreaa 
bftd  been  sent  up  to  him  to  the  Albany, 
trhitlier  lie  went  daily  to  receive  Ula  Icttcrt,  &c. 
Tile  Kuinmons  was  not  to  be  disobeyeil,  and 
hi  real  anxiety  for  the  fate  uf  a  abler  to 
whom  he  had  at  one  time  heen  fondly  attached, 
he  relumed  imninliately  to  Brompton,  to 
mtilce  |irepnrali»ns  for  hia  instant  departure 
for  Oxford.  To  GeraUlinc  be  at  once  com- 
inunkalcd  the  cause  of  bis  sudden  jotimeyt 
taking  the  precaution  however  to  subsUlute 
a  fictitJoUB  for  the  real  name  of  bla  sister, 
and  accounting  for  the  silence  wliich  he  bad 
hitherto  mainlained  respecting  her,  by  stating 


G«ra1dine,  ever  read 
distresaes,  and  relying 
of  hu  statement,  did 
him  from  the  perfbn 
kmnrledged  to  be  a  ss 
procured  a  post  cha 
as  possible.  Sir  Hugl 
eooi^  of  hours  affc 
express. 

Althoagfa  he  had  pi 
in  three  days,  Geraltj 
aa  a  severe  trial,  as  1 
himself  front  her  dori 
their  marriage,  and  a 
boding  of  eril,  caat  a 
far  beyond  the  alight 
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luat  gllmpBC  of  hi*  carriage  wtiCfU,  her  oye 
WW  cuught  by  some  papers  which  lity  on 
lh«  carpet  clows  to  ihc  door. — ThcM  were 
konie  Ictterii  which  Sir  Hugh  hud  that  morn- 
ing rvccivod  lit  the  Albany,  and  which,  con- 
trary to  hi*  tuual  practice  of  leaving  all  such 
docuRtentH  at  liis  chambera,  he  had  in  the 
hurry  and  agitation  of  that  rooming's  intelli- 
f^ce  thrust  into  his  pocket,  from  whence 
they  had  fatten  unnoticed  by  tiini,  tis  he  drew 

t-out  bis  handkerchief  on  taking  leave  of  Oeral- 
iline. — She  stooped  almost  mechanically  to 
jiick  them  up,  without  feeling  any  curiosity 
rs  to  their  contents;  but  the  iiupcrscription 
of  the  first  that  met  her  eje,  at  once  arrested 
ber  attention.  It  bore  the  Oxford  po^l-mark, 
Rod   was   directed   to   "Sir  Hugh  Calveriey, 

iBarL,  Albany,  London."  She  examined  an- 
other, and  another — they  all  bore  the  same 
addreaa. — She  was  struck  with  astonishment 
and  alarm — a  dreadful  suspicion  shot  across 
— She  sank  half-be wiUIercd,   on   a 
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presence.  She  vat  however,  tinking  ra|Hd[)'. 
— After  lingering  tlirough  ibe  following  day, 
she  breathed  her  last  on  the  second  morning 
after  bis  arrival. 

When  all  was  over,  Sir  Hugh  took  his 
departure  for  lovm,  wilh  a  sad  Iteart.  Being 
BCC0ni[MUiied  on  his  joorney  liy  Im  brother 
Mr.  Calverlcy,  who  bad  been  sent  for  ou 
the  same  melancholy  occasion,  be  did  not, 
of  course,  drive  directly  to  Broinpton,  hut 
proceeded  to  the  Albany.  On  hi«  alighting 
fi-oin  tbe  carriage,  a  letter  edged  and  sealed 
witb  black,  which  had  coiuu  by  that  morning's 
post,  wuM  put  into  liiH  band,  lie  upeneil 
It  eagerly. — It  was  dated  from  Madras,  and 
announced  the  death  of  hi^  wife  I — Yes— bo 
was  free ! — She  bad  died  on  her  passage  oulj— 
nay  norc,  she  was  dead  at  the  very  lime 
when  be  was  plighting  bis  faith  to  anotbcr ! 

Words  cannot  do  justice  to  the  fcctinga 
of  rapturous  joy  with  which  be  received  this 
intelligence.     Tbe  uiehuicboly  scene  which  be 
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prenouBlf.  No  one  knew  whither  she  had 
fled ; — but  abe  had  taken  her  infant  with 
herl— 

Stunned — almost  paralysed  by  this  over- 
whehning  intelligence,  Sir  Hugh  was  some 
time  before  he  could  collect  his  senses  suffi- 
ciently to  make  any  enquiry  concerning  the 
mode  and  circumstances  of  her  elopement. — 
But  the  alarmed  and  agitated  servants  could 
give  him  no  information  likely  to  assist  in  the 
discovery  of  her  retreat.  All  that  could  be 
ascerttuned  from  them  was,  that  on  the  day 
after  Sir  Hugh's  departure,  she  had  appeared 
unusually  dejected ; — that  she  had  sent  the 
nurse  and  the  man-servant  out  of  the  way, 
by  giving  to  both  some  commissions  to  execute 
at  the  other  end  of  the  town ; — that  during 
their  absence,  having  sent  another  of  the 
female  servants  to  procure  a  hackney-coach, — 
she  had  got  into  it,  with  her  child  in  her 
arms, — taking  with  her  a  small  portmanteau, 
TOL.  III.  p 
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^^^^Tlio  fatal  trulli  hu  just  bur«l  upon  me. — 

^T^ill  not  reproach  you — t»y  lUspair  is  too 
deep  for  ituliguntiun  or  cuwplaint! — Tbey 
eoulU  scATCcly  s^gravtite  ifOHr  feelmgs  on  re- 
eatving  ih'n^ — uul  cun  afibnl  no  alleviation 
to  mine.  God  has  punielied  my  disobedience, 
— «nd  I  mu«t  lulmiit!  I  feel  I  sliuil  not  long 
•unrive  the  knowledge  of  my  own  ioliitu}- — but 
my  poor  mother!— my  dear  Gerald  I — bow 
will  tJfcif  im^T  (hia  blow  I — Sevk  not  lo  foUow 
or  n<:a\  dm: — we  thai)  meet  no  more  jji  tbis 
world. — Henry — farewell  foroYer ! — God  alone 
knows  bow  I  have  loved  you  1  May  be  forgive 

l^vou,  aa  truly  aa  I  do  I 

fc.  G.V." 

^B  Tbe  grief  and  an^utih  with  which  Sir  Hugh 

^mad  theK  linea,  abnosc  illegible  as  tliey  were 

from  tbe  agiution  of  ihc  writer,  and  the  tears 

which  had  blutted  tbe    page,  may  well  bo 

itnagbed. — But  Gupportcd   by  the  idea  ihiit 
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vorltl — the  selBsh,  calculating  polilician.  But 
in  hU  heart,  the  memory  of  the  lost  Geraldine 
■till  hved, — a  sad — but  a  cherished  remem- 
brance;— and  when,  nine  years  after  the  pe- 
riod of  her  loss,  he  had  led  a  fair  and  titled 
bride  to  the  allar,  he  felt  the  bitter  convictioi>, 
that  man  loves  not  tteice  as  ke  bad  loved, 
anil  that,  however  be  might  hope  for  tran- 
quiUit)'  in  tliia  world)  happintsi  had  left  him 
for  ever  1 

With  respect  to  the  circumstances  that  hud 

led  to  hit  discovery  by  Vesey, — the  rciuler 

will  Marcely  require  to  be  told  that  Lumley 

recognised  Lord  Calverley's  features  in 

c  miniature  which  bad  fallen  accidentally 
under  his  notice; — that  in  the  surprise  and 
excitement  of  the  moment,  Vesey  bad  said 
enoogb  to  enlighten  him  as  to  his  feelings 
towards  the  original. — The  dark  threats  «nd 
denunciations  which  he  had  uied,  and  the 
lew  facts  he  had  nther  betrayed  than  re* 
vealed,  induced  Lumley  to  communicalo  what 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Tb£  day  after  the  appalling  scene  whicii  had 
taken  place  in  Groevenor  Square,  Vesey 
waa  roused  Jrom  a  fit  of  moody  abstraction, 
by  the  entrance  of  Harry  Calverley  into  hia 
apartment.  The  traces  of  recent  agitation 
were  visible  on  his  countenance, — his  air  was 
gnre  and  almost  stem.  Vesey  motioned  him 
to  a  chair,  without  speaking,  and  for  some 
seconds,  not  a  word  was  uttered  on  either 
side. 

At  length,  the  silence  was  broken  by  Cal- 
verley. 
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«•  Well,  sir,"  said  Veaey,  impatiently;  "1 
«rill  hear  what  you  may  have  to  say, — What 
■oes  Lord  Calverley  require  of  me?" 

••  An  act  of  common  humamty — of  justice — 

Kiothing  more  ;"  answered  Calverley.    "  You 

•re  the  depositary  of  a  secret  which  concerns 

him  nearly.    The  information  which  you  alone 

have  the  power  to  give,  may  enable  him  to 

make  some  atonement  to  those  he  has  injured, 

— and  will  at  any  rate  afford  some  comfort  to 

his  dying  moments." 

"  Proceed !  sir,"  said  Vesey,  sternly. 
"  From  you  he  has  learned  that  bis  daughter 
still  lives.  But  he  is  ignorant  of  her  name 
and  condition;  his  most  anxious  wish  is  to 
ascertain  them, — that  he  may  secure  to  her 
all  his  disposable  property, — if  there  is  still 
time.  But  he  entreats, — be  implores  you,  as 
you  hope  for  mercy  in  your  last  hour, — that 
he  may  see  his  chQd  before  he  dies!" 

"  Never !"  exclaimed  Vesey,  with  energy. 
"  Site  wants  not  bis  gold  1  and  would  scorn  it. 
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fou  may  rest  assured  I  shall  do  so  feaHessly. 

Bat  ir  you  are  inacwuible  to  reasoning  on' 

lie  subject,  licra  U  n  document  wliich  may 

perhaps  «petik  more  powerfully  in  favour  of 

LJjortl  CalverWy's  r^uest,  than  any  argument 

which  1  can  urge." 

At  Itc  spoke,  )ie  produced  a  paper  which 
^b«  unfolded  and  held  out  tor  Vesey's  examin* 
ilion.    It  waa  «  certificate  of  the  mnrrtugc 
between  Henry  Clargea  and  Oeraldine  Vesey, 

dated ,  in  Scotland,  in  the  month  of , 

1806,  and    st){nc(l   by   the   oRicialin^  clergy- 
man. 

IVctey  cast  hti  eye  rnpklly  over  it; — but  his 
egiuNenance  underwent  nu  change  from  llie 
expreraon  of  gloomy  intlexilulity  which  it  had 
worn  from  the  commencement  of  the  inter- 
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•view. 

"  This  document,"  said  )k,  contemptoously, 
"  ii  only  on  additional  proof  of  vilLiny,  on  lite 
part  of  Lord  Calverley.  Does  ho  think  to 
pmpitiaie  me  by  diHptuying  the  hellish  nrln, — 
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ing  refusal, — my  unfortunate  uncle  *^aU  enjoy 
coiwolution  of  embracing  liia  cliilil  before 
lie  (lie*.' 

"What  can  you  mean?"  enquired  Vcsey 
haatilvi  and  in  evident  surprise. 

'  I  m«an,  sir,"  s^id  Cnlvcrlcy.  emphatically, 
••  that  the  mystery  which  you  would  fain  con- 
rert  into  an  engine  of  torment  to  be  emjiloyed 
Against  your  dying  enemy — is  no  mystery  tu 
me, — and  shall  not  long  be  one  to  him.  1 
I  well  know  wAo  is  his  daughter.  To  her  I  will 
appeal  on  the  instant ; — and  the  appciil  will 
nnt  be  made  in  vain !" 

"  Hal"  exclaimed  Vesey.  "Do  you  pre- 
sume to  brave  mn!  Drop  but  a  hint  of  the 
truth    to — to   her — if   you   do   know   her, — 

•nd" 

"  Well,    sir,"    said    Calvcrley,    haughtily, 

"  who  shall  prevent  me  from  acUng  in  this 

•fiair  nccordingto  my  judgment  and  discretion  f 

"  Murk  RM. — young  man,"  said  Vescy,  "  yoa 

do  It  at  your  peril!" 
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He  turned   to  lea 
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^•Iverley.     You  may  now  return  to  bim,  and 
\y,  tbst  he  sbaii  see  his  daughter." 
"  May  I  rely  upon  you,  eir?"  aaid  Marry, 
^lll      'j 

^H  "  My  Kord  u  pledged,"  iiuwAred  titc 
^Bolone).  "  atKl  do  man  has  ever  yet  presumed 
^■D  doubt  it." 

^V    "  It  is  well,  sir,"  iaid  Calverley.     "  Within 

the  hour  I  shall  expect  to  see  Lady  Uelvedere 

in  Grosvenor  Square.'' 

^b   Harry  returned   immediately  to   his  uncle, 

^■rhose  rapidly  ilecliniiig  statt*  rendered  every 

^■ionieiit's  delay  of  distressing  iuiporliince. 

^B   The  ahurt  ipnc«  of  rour>and-twMity  liour^, 

^Hwi]  produced  u  fearful  change  in  the  unfor> 

Ktanate  Lord  Calvtrlcy.     The  injury  wlikh  he 

had  lutiained  from  the  rupture  of  u  blood  vessel 

•raaofso  serious  a  nature,  that  the  distinguished 

physician  who  had  been  sumnwne*!  to  his  nssitW 

anee,  from  the  liret  pronounced  his  case  to  be 

of  extreme  danger.     The  agitation  and 

Ixcilcment  to  which  the  accident  was  solely 
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It  did  not  appear,  however,  lliat  her  absence 
a  felt  by  h'ua,  na  a  subject  of  regret  or  ui- 
oyance.  His  whole  mind  seemed  engroued 
ly  one  idea — to  which  he  constantly  recurred, 
htn  he  hnd  sirL-ngth  to  speak,  and  which 
iroduced  a  fever  of  vxcitemont  highly  detri- 
aontAl  in  hi«  precarious  »late — "  His  daughter 
—where  was  she  to  be  found !  Could  he  but 
lier,  before  he  expired,  he  should  die  in 


Tbeao  and   Bimilar  cxprcssiom,  uttered  at 
terrab,  and  with  teeming  incoherence,  during 

be  night,   were  at    first  uttributed    by  the 

»liyak3an  to  tlie  etiects  of  delirium.     But  Sir 
—  soon  perceircd  (hat  this  mental  perlur- 

HUion  was  the  cause,  not  the  result  of  the 
ver  under  which  his  patient  laboured;  and 
words  morning,  he  called  Horry  aside  to 
neation  him  on  the  subject. 
"  His  lordship's  great  anxiety  to  eeo  this 
rson,  whoever  she   may   be,"  said  be,  "I* 

'<ry  evident ;  and  although  of  course  every 
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^,  which,  in  spite  of  ail  detlciencies  hi 

of  evidence,  forced  itself  on  his  mind 

sistless  certainty.     He  did  not  however, 

it  advisable  to  communicate  bis  ideas  on 

ubject  to  Lord  Calverley,  until  he  had  at 

endeavoured  to  obtain  through  Colonel 

ey,  the  information  which  he  atone  was 

posed   to  possess.      Having  obtained  the 

cesaary   instructions   from   his  uncle,   wlio, 

diough  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  bodily 

eakness,   still   retained   his  mental  faculties 

inimpaircd,  lie  lost  no   time    in   making  the 

appeal  to  Colonel  Vcsey,  and  we  have  seen  the 

resulL 

On  his  return  to  Grosvenor  Square,  he 
found  Lord  Calvcrley  awaiting  his  arrival  with 
the  most  intense  anxiety,  as  the  hectic  glow  of 
his  sunken  cheek,  and  the  wildness  of  his  eye 
plainly  indicated,  although  he  had  scarcely 
strength  remiuning  to  irticulatc  the  (jucstion 
which  trembled  on  his  lips. 

"Harry!"  said  he  faintly,  as  our  hero  re- 
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hut — I  liave  not  time  or  Htrenglli  left — Harry 
-I  hare  loved  you — you  are  my  heir — pro- 
mise nw — "  and  he  latO  bis  band  with  a  feeble 
but  earnest  graip  on  tliat  of  our  hero. 

Harry  understood  him  at  once,  and  return- 
ing the  pressure  vith  wanntb,  he  said — 

My  dear  uncle,  t  know  what  you  would 
ujr.  You  may  rely  on  me — your  wishes  shall 
be  held  aa  sacred  as  the  most  solemn  ciigage- 
menta.  But  you  will  at  once  understaml,  that 
1  re()uire  not  to  be  urged,  where  the  interests 
of  your  daughter  are  at  stake,  when  I  tell  you 
that  that  daughter  b  no  other  than  the  person 
of  whom  we  so  lutely  spoke,  with  reference  to 
mjf  feelings  uf  regard  for  her ; — you  will  proba- 
bly recollect. 

**  Who?"  etufuited  Lord  Calverley  eagerly. 
"Your  daughter  ia  no  otlier  than    Lady 
Belvedere,"  answered  Harry. 

Lord  Calverley  spt^e  not ;  hut  a  gleam  of 
indescribable  saiiafaction,  almost  amounting  to 
triumph,  lighted  up  his  featurea  for  a  mocnenl; 
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ihuttcn,  recognised  the  equipage  nnd 
Uvcriet,  he  summoned  tlie  nurse  from  the  unti- 
diamber,  nrni  hurried  down  stnirs,  jtut  in  lime 
to  receire  Lady  BelvcdtTc,  as  supported  by 
Colonel  ^'csey,  she  entered  the  house  from 
ler  c*rriage. 

Caroline  trembled  from  bead  to  foot,  and 
ber  ngitation  almost  deprived  Iter  of  the  (Kiwcr 
>r  utterance,  u»  Harry  advanced  to  meet  ber. 
But  amidst  the  conflict  of  emotions  by  which 
wilt  rusailed,  bope  was  greatly  predominant, 
and  he  was  in  no  danger  of  drawing  any  un- 
favourable inference  frt>i:i  her  tilence  or  cm- 
barrassnient. 

W     "  Vou  arc  welcome,"  said  he,  as  he  >eize<l 
ber  band  and  drew  itwithin  bis  arm;  "Colonel 

^tVcwyf  I  thank  you,"  continued  be,  "  you  have 

HrtileeBted  your  pledge  j    Lord  CuUerley  still 
lives,  and  is  impatient  to  see  bin  daughter." 

^So  saying,  ho  led  Lndy  tielvedcre  up  staJr*, 
and  Vceey  followed  them   at  some  diHtonce. 
)  not,   however,  accompany  them  into 
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fiir  h(!i  eyca  were  closed,  »nd  his  breathing  was 
pcrio<lically  audible,  without  conveying  the 
hnprCBtion  of  KulTcrlng.  Having  <1isnii.u«(l 
tlic  nune,  Horry  approached  the  bed>si*lei 
atill  accompanied  by  Lady  Belvedere,  and,  in 
a  genlle  voice,  pronounced  his  uncle's  name. 
I^rd  Calverley  imnicdlalcly  opened  liis  eyes, 

id  looked  anxiously  around  httn : — but  no 
sooner  did  his  glance  full  on  the  Hgure  and 
countenance  of  Lady  Belvedere,  than  he 
uttered  an  exclamation  of  astonishment,  and, 

Uh  a  »ort  of  convulsive  effort,  raised  hiniself 
on  lii»  elbow. 

I  ♦•Oh  God!"  said  he,  "can  It  be»— Itw— 
Gonldine  !  — Where  —  where  am  I*"  and 
covering  his  face  with  hia  hand,  he  sank  back 
exhnuMcd  on  the  pillow. 

"  My  dear  uncle ! "  said  I  larry,  "  this  is  your 

(daughter — this  is  Lady  Belvedere — ^^'ill  you 
notipeak  to  hert" 
Again    Lord    Calverley    looked   up;    and, 
fatnlly  murmuring  the  name  of  GeraMine,  ex* 
roL.  itf.  0 
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«« into  the  embr 
«f  the  dying  ^ 

endeaFomvd   to 

*'>en«hegent(,< 

•^^•hestairetai 
his. 

hand." 

**»">  obeyed,  ««, 
ft«We  effort  to  j„i 
Be'^edere;  aod    thu. 

cJ^Ped  within  one  of 
•«*eral   minuter      p^ 

•»°«d.  *-  if  he  WM, 
(•"t  no  sound  ... 
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K dually    Bettletl   into  the  tearful  rigidity  o( 

Harry    raised  tlie    uiinvrTcd    and    terror* 
Htrickeo  Caroline  from  htt  kneeling  posture 
rth«  beil-iide,  and  bore  her  fuinting  into  the 
Joining    aportment ;    while   Vesey,    finding 
II  nil  wns  over,  glided  oofVly  into  the  cham- 
nf  death,  to  view  the  inanimate  form  of 
mi' my. 

te  aiood  by  the  bed-«i<)e,  and  gaxcd  on 
'bsugtity  and  noble  countcniinev,  fixed  in 
tbr  stern  inmobility  of  (he  tomb — those  manly 
•od  nitelleclual  fealurce,  from  vliich  the  '*  In- 
Brming  ipirit "  had  fur  ercr  poised  away.  I  le 
nad  nt  length  attained  ihe  object  so  lonj{  and 
to  ardently  pursued.  The  man  who  had 
broujjlit  niin  and  desolation  on  bis  bouse,  lay 
stretched  in  dcutli  before  him;  and  although 
hii  band  had  not  positively  dealt  the  fatal 
blow,  yet  if  ever  pbyiical  eflects  may  be 
traced  to  moral  cuiites,  he  might  confidently 


-«iui  ne   Had   gj 

belored   Ger«idin, 

retribution.  fiiU,  tl 

her  destroyer.      A 

*««  performed— tl 

•ccompliahed.    whs 

which  he  vieved  th 

■nd    detested    foe! 

wlently    looked   fo, 

nights    and    feverisl 

thoughts  and  fieree 

its  anticipation  ?     W 

frwtic    joy— of  fe^ 

toxicating  triumph  N 

that  a  sudden  chang 

he  stood  hy  that  coud 

conscience  stricken!  1 
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— The;  had  paaaed  away,  with  the  dying 
bresth  of  the  guilt;  but  unfortunate  Lord 
Cslverley;  remorse  and  sorrow  had  usurped 
their  place ;  and,  as  be  bent  in  silent  awe  over 
faU  Tictim,  the  stem  and  unforgiving  Vesey 
shuddered  at  the  accomplishment  of  his  long- 
sought  and  dearly  prized  revenge! 


^^  task  is  at 
<«"•  iind  and  i„t 

other  long  and  f 
"^"^  to  de««. 
'""ends  on  both  ( 
*h«>  passion  as  f, 
delicacy  of  our  he, 


fair  cousin,  wicli  the  ftill  confidence  of 
]uit«il  alTcction,  »nd  witli  every  sanction 
jirhicl)  tbe  (lying  re<]ueat  of  Iiih  unhappy  uncle 
DOuld  add  to  llie  accomplish  men  t  of  his  I'omlcst 
|lope««  Nor  did  Lady  Belvedere  long  wttli- 
froin  Harry  tbe  avowal  of  an  attachment 
^ch  she  bad  so  often  tacitly  betrayed.  Tbe 
of  B  few  hour»  had  placed  them  in 
ition  to  eucb  other,  in  a  imxition  which  set 
naught  the  formal  ceremonial  und  chilling 
ijuettc  of  society.  They  had  knelt  toge- 
ther by  the  side  of  a  dying  relative — he  had 
^aiaed  their  handu  and  pronounced  n  blessing 
Br  the^n;  and  although  neither  had  been 
ite  prepared  for  this  last  act  of  Lord  Cal- 
rhy,  it  will  readily  be  believed,  that  to  their 
cienlious  minds  the  engagement  in  ques- 
was  not  the  less  sacred  for  being  rather 
Iden. 

Uy  Lord  Calverloy'v  deatli,  Harry  inherited, 

(he  title,  u  large  unincumbered  vstate. 

Uy  iidwjunto  to  the  maintenancit  of  his  rank 

imI  too  considerable  to  moke  the 


world  admitted,  aftt 
last  duties  to  the 
new  Lord  Calverlej 
lovely  widqw,  who 
altar,  for  the  seccm 
feelings  from  thos 
lier  thither  five  ye 
of  feeling  in  this 
romance  to  pruden 
thb  order  ctf  thin, 
She  had  begun  by 
she  ended  by  a  "ai 
If  the  first  was  not 
unsucoessfiil  experi 
hitherto  had  adll  le 
latter,    ir  a  perfect 

«w*l— - 
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I  cunnubinl  fotidljr,  tittii  Lord  and  Lady  Cal- 
'  verley ;  and  wc  think  our  fair  readers  will 
be  disposed  to  agrc«  nith  uk,  that,  in  these 
degenerate  ilnj'i,  a  really  good  [iu<l>nnd  in 
not  very  dearly  purchased,  by  ihe  tincrtfice  of 
on  vinUarrnssing  personal  independence,  and  a. 
«Iep  in  the  peerage. 

The  discovery  of  the  marriage  certificate, 
and  the  papers  in  the  possession  of  Ihe  late 
Lord  Calverley  at  first  suggested  to  Harry  the 
po>«ibiliiy  of  legally  establishing  the  birth  and 
Iirgilimacy  of  Caroline,  now  proved,  beyond 
a  doubt,  to  be  hio  lonlship'n  daughter.  But 
on  mature  consideration,  this  project  waa 
sibamloned,  as  one  of  doubtful  success ;  — 
while  its  prosecution  must  inevitably  lead  to  an 
exjKMurc  of  many  details  nearly  tis  painful  to  the 
feelings  of  the  survivors,  as  they  would  be  dis- 
graceful to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  The 
<|uest)on  of  properly  which  it  might  involve, 
being  at  once  settled  by  the  marriage  of  our 
iiero  aud    heroine,  no  adequate   motive  rc> 


A-  fii»  word!  ooncc 

Vcw-y  .CI  out  f.«j 
ihe  iJrath  of  Lorcfl 

<>'«eoreriw  cunnecied 

of  fcelbg.  »j,j^^ 

c-Icfl-lcd  to  remnvfljj 

tl»«die„erttof,«veJJ 
**«««««"  inflcicoeo  qq 
fcwwwd  by    .lt*r.mtion 

'*"''  "  '"Ppier  nian.  and  . 
l"u>ion  ilian  bo  w„  «(  ,| 

P*"»"e.    We  maa 


I 

I 
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Tlio  Dovragcr  l^dy  CalveHey  bore  ilie 
|«alh  of  Iter  hiisbaiK)  with  the  becoming 
resignation  of  r  wclt-bred  widow,  entillcil  to  a 
liuulsomc  jointure.  She  continues  to  live  on 
the  best  terms  with  licr  ncpbew,  whose  wife 
the  viewK  with  no  more  invctenite  <logrce  of 
Itoslility  lh»n  u  utual  between  ladies  aimitarly 
;ircunuttanceil. 

The  news  of  Caroline's  marriage  with  our 

l^vro,  proved   rather  satisfactorj'  than  other- 

-wise  to  Lonl  Belvedere ;  lu  he  had  given  up 

all  idea  of  marrying  her  himself,  but  had 

reckoned    on    to    apeedy   a   release 

from  tbe  heavy  charge   to  which  his  estate 

was  subjcctvil  on  her  account.     To  do  him 

justice,    however,    avarice    was     not    to    be 

irefikoncd  among  his  dofbcts  or  viccE ;  and  in 

die    very   courteous   letter   of  congratuUtion 

which  he  addrcMcil  to  his  fair  cousin,  from 

MisEolonghi,  he  exprmsed  tun  drtermination 

not  to  profit,  to  tbe   fullest  extent,  by  th« 

eUttSie  so  unbtudwinely  inserted  in  her  first 

nnrriage  settlement ;   but  requested  that  she 


«-year  in  her  financial 
proposal,  Harry  woul 
for  a  moment ;  but  in 
the  part  of  his  wife,  fa 
himself  in  such  a  m 
Lord  Belvedere  that 
of  his  liberality,  and 
acquaintance,  on  a  fo< 
ever  bis  lordship's  ret 
afibrd  him  the  opportu 
tion  to  the  peerage  ha 
in  the  represoitatioD 
pledged  himself  that 
family  should  not  be  < 
election  of  his  Icvdshii 
again  to  address  tbe  co 
In  tbe  meantime,  as 
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Spirited  the  Tyringbam  party,  no  opposition 
wai  ofiered,  and  the  beardless  politician,  who 
bad  barely  attained  the  age  required  by  lav, 
walked  over  the  course.  But  Lord  Belvedere 
was  too  proud  to  subject  himself  to  the  chance 
of  a  second  rejection,  by  the  rebellious  vassals- 
who  had  already  cast  off  his  share  of  their 
"  divided  allegiance;"  he  was  besides  too 
much  occupied  with  the  politics  of  Greece, 
where,  par  air,  he  enjoyed  local  rank  as  a 
liberal,  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  his  own 
country,  wliich  as  a  Tory,  be  looked  upon  as 
too  desperate  for  amelioration.  Spencer  has, 
therefore,  been  allowed  to  retain  his  seat, 
and  the  hereditary  succession  of  Calverleys 
in  the  representation  of  this  ancient  borough, 
continues  still  unbroken ;  a  fact  which  must 
soothe  the  spirit  of  the  late  lord;  if  indeed 
political  feeling  and  family  pride  can  he  sup- 
posed to  last  beyond  the  grave. 

We  bad  almost  forgotten  to  mention,  what 
however,  the  reader  would  not  &il  to  take 
for  granted,   that  one  of  Harry's  first  acts* 


oy  LiDinieji  ;  anu  wc  . 
the  Utter  withdrew  I 
Calverley's  retirement 
it  had  ceMed  to  be  n 
him  to  remain. 

Of  our  frieod  Fitt 
say ;  uid  heartily  regt 
ui>oii  ourselves  to  as 
conceiving,  at  we  d 
Benedicts  might  well 
accession  to  their  rani 
laut  practice  of  celiba 
tioned  by  so  re^pecb 
he  is  atill  however,  < 
from  the  undefined  pe 
his  case  is  by  no  mc 
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i  fascinating  vbcount  return  to  Kcifilaiul  n  free 
IsMti,  we  5Uil>ect  «lic  lias  not  quite  given  up 
'  ill  liopc  or  becoming  Lady  Belvedere  j — • 
[project  in  which  it  would  be  unpardonable 
I  In  ua  not  lo  wish  her  suocees. 

According  to  the  most  received  notion*  of 
propriety  in  such  matters,  wc  believe  tliat  a 
rc«pectablc  bi-ru  nnd  bcroioe  ought  lo  retire 
from  the  vanity  wid  dU*i|Nit)un  of  London, — 
V  live  upon  ibcir  cststck, — kill  their  ovrn  mittlon, 
— encoumge  the  breed  of  cattle,  and  tlic 
growth  of  Swedish   lumfps, —establish    Sun- 

»day  echools,  diBtributc  flannel  petticoats,  and 
In  every  thing  eUc  act  an  edifying  example 
to  tlieir  neighbours.     But  though  wc  beg  to 
oMurc  the  render  that   Lord  and    Lndy  Cnl- 
verlcy  arc  notrisc  backward  in  the  pctform- 
I  ance  of  tlio«e  duties  which  their  pntvlnciat 
HpdMU^actcr  impuecs  On  ibcm,  we  arc  bound  (o 
I  acknowledge,   that    total  seclusion   from  the 
gay  and  busy  world  of  tlio  mctrnjiolb,  formi 
no  part  of  their  moral  or  aocial  code.     Lord 
Cnlverley  is  too  ambittouA  of  honourable  dis* 


,ia  well  iis  a  pii'iiiurc  ill 
functions  i^:  a  hvrediti 
Choline- is  inipresited  nil 
that  the  chuructcr  of  a  | 
ts  not  inconipalible  wit 
jL-iicc  ill  the  innocent  a 
ami  a  qualified  subniM 
ilc.-poti^m  of  f:;!itiiun. 

Uiit  thiuigh  they  livt 
arc  ncillier  woil'.lcd  to  ii 
by  its  example  to  nej; 
important  objects;  they 
that  alt}ioiigh  politics  ni 
a  (lignifu'il  pursuit, — ami 
recreation,  the  I»est  scci 
this  worlJ,  is  to  be  fouiui 
those  duties,  and  the  cm 


